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15 NINON MAD?

WE ARE SUPPOSED to thank Richard
Nixon for not pushing us over a
cliff. Allegedly by his diplo-
matic manoeuvring, national
pride and military paranoia it
came to the point that the Rus-
sians were reputedly sending a
major "peace-keeping" force to
the Middle East. The National
Defence Council decided on an
alert.

This meant that Nixon's finger
was on the nuclear trigger.
America's numerous bases all
over Europe were prepared at
the drop of a hat - not even dqf
a bomb - to annihilate the indi-
cated target. Kissinger held a
PressConference to explain how
necessary this step was, and
incidentally to deplore lack of
co-operation from the British,
the Germans, the Japanese in
this proposed lemming-rush. In

FOLLOWING THE military coup in
Chile information has come to
light about the activities of

the military in France. Le Monde

and Le Figaro have recently
carried reports that the French
General Staff is collecting in-
telligence on the "anti-militar-
ist" and "subversive" activities
of opposition political groups
and trade unions. Information
gathered from various sources,
including the Renseignements
Généraux (the internal intelli-
gence system), military security
and the national Gendarmerie is
regularly transmitted to regional
Army commanders.

From information I gleaned
during interrogation by a mili-
tary policeman when I was leaf-
leting recently it is clear
that the Army in Britain is also
undertaking extensive intelli-
gence work - independent of
Special Branch - on the activi-
ties of anti-militarist groups.

It is easy to dismiss the Army
in Britain as being fundamentally
different from that in a country
like Chile but there is serious
cause for concern. The notori-
ous Brigadiers Kitson and
Calvert have outlined the role
of the Army in sud)pressing so-
cial protest and unrest, and

fact, in retrospect the only
co-operative member of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion was our oldest ally,
Portugal.

It seems that Russia, faced
by this situation, decided that
she would not contribute to the
peace-keeping forces and in-
stead sent a hundred undefined
civilians. The whole matter was
raised at the United Nations
and 1t was decided to arrange a
cease-fire (still pending) and
send peace-keeping forces made
up from the smaller nations -
still stationed in Cyprus.

President Nixon has slowly
wound down his 'alert' and if
he was hoping for a revival 1in
his fortunes from this snatching
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these i1ideas have been taken up
by others like ex-Major-General
Clutterbuck (now a lecturer at
Exeter University). Northern
Ireland has provided a testing-
ground for the techniques and
weaponry of control and intimi-
dation of a rebellious civilian
population. ®Significantly,
these 1ideas are not confined
solely to the highest echelons
of the Army and a young, working-
class officer in the Parachute
Regiment at Aldershot openly
threatened me that the Army
would "deal with unrest if it
got out of hand".

All this underlines how im-
portant it is for anarchists to
seriously involve themselves in
an anti-militarist campaign.
The most fruitful activity is
to ensure that young workers
are not conned into joining the

Army. In many areas - particu-
larly those of high unemploy-
ment - the Army is now under-

taking an intensive recruiting
campalign in schools with the
co-operation of headmasters.
This needs to be countered by
school-gate leafleting pointin-
out that the Army is a dead-end
job == literally!

Trade unionists in South
Shields have persuaded the lo-
cal Trades Council to support
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an anti-recruitment campaign
and they have produced an ex-
cellent leaflet aimed at
young people. This kind of
activity needs to be taken up
by trade unionists everywhere.

The major problem consists of
the young workers already in
the Army. Some are thoroughly
disillusioned with military
life and these can be persuaded
to leave the Army, by legal
means or otherwise. Others are
unhappy about their role in
N. Ireland but are adamant about
remaining in the Army. These
are the most significant
soldiers because although they
will remain in the Army they
are amenable to the right kind
of reformist approaches. Agita-
tion around soldiers' rights,
the formation of a soldiers'
union, etc., would serve to
strengthen the links between
rank—-and-file soldiers and the
trade union movement. Military
training and propaganda do
everything possible to cut off
a soldier from his working-class
roots. We must urgently rein-
force the links that exist -—-
and build bridges where none
exist. The success of revolu-
tionary social change in Brit-
ain depends upon it.

Terry Phillips








