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WE ARE SUPPOSED to thank Richard 1
Nixon for not pushing us over a 
cliff. Allegedly by his diplo­
matic manoeuvring, national 
pride and military paranoia it 
came to the point that the Rus­
sians were reputedly sending a 
major ’’peace-keeping” force to 
the Middle East. The National 
Defence Council decided on an 
alert.

fact, in retrospect the only 
co-operative member of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organiza­
tion was our oldest ally, 
Portugal.

It seems that Russia, faced 
by this situation, decided that 
she would not contribute to the 
peace-keeping forces and in- 
stead sent a hundred undefined 
civilians. The whole matter was 

1973

This meant that Nixon’s finger 
was on the nuclear trigger. 
America’s numerous bases all 
over Europe were prepared at 
the drop of a hat - not even qf 
a bomb - to annihilate the indi­

raised at the United Nations 
and it was decided to arrange a 
cease-fire (still pending) and 
send peace-keeping forces made 
up from the smaller nations - 
still stationed in Cyprus.

cated target. Kissinger held a 
PressConference to explain how 
necessary this step was, and 
incidentally to deplore lack of 
co-operation from the British, 
the Germans, the Japanese in 
this proposed lemming-rush. In.

President Nixon has slowly 
wound down his 'alert’ and if 
he was hoping for a revival in 
his fortunes from this snatching

... continued on back page

FOLLOWING THE military coup in 
Chile information has come to 
light about the activities of 
the military in France. Le Monde 
and Le Figaro have recently 
carried reports that the French 
General Staff is collecting in­
telligence on the "anti-militar­
ist” and ’’subversive” activities 
of opposition -political groups 
and trade unions. Information 
gathered, from various sources, 
including the Renseignements 
Generaux (the internal intelli­
gence system), military security 
and the national Gendarmerie is 
regularly transmitted to regional 
Army commanders.

From information I gleaned 
during interrogation by a mili­
tary policeman when I was leaf- 
leting recently it is clear 
that the Army in Britain is also 
undertaking extensive intelli­
gence work - independent of 
Special Branch - on the activi­
ties of anti-militarist groups.

It is easy to dismiss the Army 
in Britain as being fundamental^ 
different from that in a country 
like Chile but there is serious 
cause for concern. The notori­
ous Brigadiers Kitson and 
Calvert have outlined the role 
of the Army in suppressing so­
cial protest and unrest, and 

these ideas have been taken up 
by others like ex-Major-General 
Clutterbuck (now a lecturer at 
Exeter University). Northern 
Ireland has provided a testing­
ground for the techniques and 
weaponry of control and intimi­
dation of a rebellious civilian 
population. Significantly, 
these ideas are not confined 
solely to the highest echelons 
of the Army and a young, working 
class officer in the Parachute 
Regiment at Aidershot openly 
threatened me that the Army 
would ’’deal with unrest if it 
got out of hand”.

All this underlines how im­
portant it is for anarchists to 
seriously involve themselves in 
an anti-militarist campaign. 
The most fruitful activity is 
to ensure that young workers 
are not conned into joining the 
Army. In many areas - particu­
larly those of high unemploy­
ment - the Army is now under­
taking an intensive recruiting 
campaign in schools with the 
co-operation of headmasters. 
This needs to be countered by 
school-gate leafleting pointin' 
out that the Army is a dead-end 
job — literally!

Trade unionists in South 
Shields have persuaded the lo­
cal Trades Council to support 

an anti-recruitment campaign 
and they have produced an ex­
cellent leaflet aimed at 
young people. This kind of 
activity needs to be taken up 
by trade unionists everywhere.

The major problem consists of 
the young workers already in 
the Army. Some are thoroughly 
disillusioned with military 
life and these can be persuaded 
to leave the Army, by legal 
means or otherwise. Others are 
unhappy about their role in
N. Ireland but are adamant about 
remaining in the Army. These 
are the most significant 
soldiers because although they 
will remain in the Army they 
are amenable to the right kind 
of reformist approaches. Agita­
tion around soldiers’ rights, 
the formation of a soldiers’ 
union, etc., would serve to 
strengthen the links between 
rank-and-file soldiers and the 
trade union movement. Military 
training and propaganda do 
everything possible to cut off 
a soldier from his working-class 
roots. We must urgently rein­
force the links that exist — 
and build bridges where none 
exist. The success of revolu­
tionary social change in Brit­
ain depends upon it.

Terry Phillips

!



DON I EXPECT JUSTICE! ooks

[alalslalaSLsIsStsfsfststsSSSCnSlsS

ft A1v*m<vVA OS 5 .

spring to
«

SEND SAE (9” x 4”) FOR FULL LIST

treatment given 
perform an essen-

example of why 
reluctant to join a 
Bassett sees trade 
a well-paid career 
of obtaining and
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the present 
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I’D LOVE TO GIVE YOU WORK­
PEOPLE A WAGE RISE BUT THE 
GOVERNMENT HAS TIED MY HANDS

SOCIETY is full of 
the perverted sense 
places on the

However, no worker
expect justice under
capitalist system, 
are always coming up with dif­
ferent schemes to create the 
impression that they are con­
cerned with the whole community 
but their priorities will al­
ways ensure the continual rule 
of capital and the exploitation 
by those who own and control of 
those who work for wages.

The government's Phase 3 and 
their Industrial Relations Act 
are examples of class legisla­
tion aimed at defending the 
interests of the powerful and 
privileged. The TUC has never 
seen itself as an organisation 
to oppose the government’s 
policies. Mr. Murray, the new 
general secretary, has said 
that while prices are "shooting 
up" no power on earth including 
Congress House could stop 
people saying that they needed 
extra money.to compensate for 
the increase in the cost of 
living. Mr. Murray wants 
prices pegged before the TUC is 
willing to co-operate with the 
government. But if the TUC has 
not co-operated one would hate 
to think of what would happen 
if they did. Instead of stand­
ing by any union that has taken 
on the government they have 
stood aside and watched them be 
defeated. This is why the 
lament of Mr. Bassett, general 
secretary of the General and 
Municipal Workers, that only 
half of the working population 
belong to unions, is so true. 
But Mr. Bassett's and his 
union's lack of militancy and 
its co-operation with employers 
are a prime
workers are
union. Mr.
unionism as
and a means 
keeping a Labour government in 
power.

Only the Amalgamated Union of 
Engineering Workers and the 
Transport and General Workers 
Union have opposed the Indust­
rial Relations Act. The latest 
sequestration from their funds 
of £100,000 was money loaned 
from the political fund to the 
Hebbun Urban Council. This 
loan could have helped a de­
pressed area with badly needed 
funds and certainly could bring

Some fire stations 
only emergency

OUR PRESENT
examples of
of value it
monetary return people get for 
their labour. Some of the 
hardest fought industrial 
struggles have been those which 
involved workers whose work by 
its very nature either was very 
useful or performed an indis­
pensable service to the commun­
ity. The coalminers, dustmen 
and hospital workers
mind.
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far more benefit to working 
people than handing it over to 
the Labour Party. This again 
shows the sort of justice one 
can expect from the capitalist 
courts. The engineers' union 
must be applauded for their 
stand but it must be pointed 
out that although they are re­
fusing to co-operate with the 
Industrial Relations Court the 
executive are reluctant to 
promote industrial action 
against the Act. The one-day 
strike for November 5 is but a 
token and will have little or 
no effect on managements or 
the government.

The unions are organisations 
which are supposed to defend 
the interests of their members % 
and obtain higher wages and 
better conditions for them. The 
unofficial strike of Glasgow, 
firemen is another example of 
workers who have lost confi­
dence in their elected leaders 
and have taken action for them­
selves. With men taking home 
£20.50 for a 48 hour week 
working in a city which is the 
most prone to fires in the 
country, it is only surprising 
that they had not come out on 
strike before. No doubt the 
very nature of the job has 
kept them at work but this 
false responsibility has not 
been respected by the Glasgow 
Corporation who have moved in 
troops to replace the firemen. 
Support from other areas of 
the country is being given in 
the form of work-to-rule and 
refusing to work more than the 
statutory eight hours a week 
overtime.
are answering
calls.

Such is the
to workers who
tial service to the community. 
It shows how distorted values 
are under the present system. 
Firemen who risk their lives 
are given a mere pittance while 
others who contribute nothing 
get tens of thousands a year.

If the present dispute goes 
on we will be treated to
stories of how their action 
will risk and cause people’s 
death. But their action has 
been a last resort resnonse to
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The Deputy Director of the Con­
sumers' Association says you 
may save 15% by 'shopping 
around’ for food (as advocated 
by members of the Government) 
but that it took time. "I 
think," said the director, "it's 
too much to expect people to 
work out for themselves. I 
think it's stupid and futile to 
suggest people should go shop­
ping around for food. I just 
don't think it's practical."

the Corporation's pay offer of 
£2. The firemen's £5 demand 
anH their action should get 
every support from other wor­
kers. Workers and their fami­
lies should not suffer because 
of the type of work they do <.and 
the misguided attitude sometimes 
taken by those who perform such 
essential services to the 
community. P.T.
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