
ONCE MORE the horrendous pros­
pect of being without a govern­
ment appears to face us. Once 
it was the so-nice Mr. Heath 
who, baulked by the miners and 
the reds-under-the-beds, had to 
give up our government. Now, 
the equally nice Mr. Wilson is 
threatened by Mr. Heath and the 
new boy Mr. Thorpe that they 
will vote against him (so 
there!) and bring down his nice 
new government - and leave us 
without.

It is quite possible that Mr. 
Wilson will refuse to play and 
take no notice of what they say 
or how they vote; he can just 
say that the rules of the game 
do not mean that at all and he 
has to have a vote of 'no confi­
dence’ or say he kept his fin­
gers crossed all the time; in 
any case he didn't make the 
rules, Mrs. Windsor might have 
the last word, there aren't any 
rules and if there are he can 
twist them, so sucks boo to
you, Heath and Thorpe!

We can survive without gov­
ernment. Several European 
countries seem to have survived 
months (on and off) without a

on long vacations. Nevertheless 
bureaucrats still rule and tax 
us; policemen dragoon and ar­
rest us; armies kill for us, 
and sometimes kill and maim us. 
With government on top of this, 
to think up new laws, new taxes, 
new moral codes, new wars and 
security operations it is a 
wonder we survive with govern­
ment. k y y

THE GAME of politics has as­
sumed gigantic proportions and 
importance with a new boy 
(Jeremy Thorpe) bringing along 
his marbles. The occasion for 
the present brou-ha-ha is the 
Queen's speech - not written
by, approved of by, or even 
perhaps understood by her 
Goodness Gracious Majesty Mrs. 
Windsor, who was snatched back 
from a lovely holiday in Aust­
ralia to preside over these 
tiresome romps. The Queen's 
speech is like everything 
else in parliament, an anach­
ronistic formality, and the 
last ration was a lovely piece 
of tightrope walking by Harold 
Wilson saying nothing and 
sounding very profound and 
socialistic without any com-

Hotfever, the QueensSpeech 
evaded saying what the new 
Government was going to do ab­
out Stage Three and the Prices 
and Incomes Board, the Pay 
Board, etc. So, not only the 
Conservatives but also the 
Liberals had amendments to the 
speech which, if carried, would 
defeat the government. However, 
Mr. Wilson has appointed a 
Leveller, a rebel, a "Tribunite" 
to the post of Minister of Lab-
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"STAY WHERE YOU ARE MELORD AND 
LADY - IT STILL HASN’T EXPLODED"

government, ours frequently go" mittal.

IBERIAN RESISTANCE

THOSE WHO were naive enough to 
think that the dispute between 
the Vatican, the Spanish church 
and Franco's fascist servants 
(a dispute caused by the out­
spoken Bishop of Bilbao) would 
help in any way to bring about 
a change of political atmos­
phere in Spain, should by now 
be aware that the Spanish 
church is an integral part of 
the fascist regime and that it 
never will dissociate itself 
entirely from the values that 
brought about fascism in the 
lb erian Peninsula -- Christian­
ity and property.

The Church and the State have 
been the maun instruments of 
oppression - one physical and 
the other spiritual - of the 
dispossessed and exploited 
peoples of Spain and Portugal 

and although some sections of 
the church would like to do 
without fascism in its present 
form, it is unthinkable to ex­
pect the Vatican or the Portu­
guese and Spanish church to 
openly denounce fascism for 
what it is.

But those are the hopes of 
the communist underground ele­
ments, which already are flirt­
ing with the so-called "progres­
sive wing of the Vatican", hop­
ing to get their bourgeois 
blessing and make another step 
to power. The modus vivendus 
reached by the Polish State 
and the Polish Church must cer­
tainly be an inspiration for 
those "comrades of Christian­
ity". After all, divergent 
dogmatisms' can always be recon­
ciled in the name of the State 

and the church of god.
This is why the traditional 

anti-clericalism of the Iberian 
anarchist movement alloed to 
the anti-state teachings found 
in anarchism have made anarch­
ists the most revolutionary 
elements of the anti-fascist 
struggle. God and the State 
are enemies of anarchism. Those 
of the Left who are contempori­
sing with such strongholds of 
authoritarianism in order to 
further their political escala­
tion to power are just blurring 
the issues anil, causing ideolo­
gical confusion among whose who 
have nothing to lose in revolt­
ing against the fascist state 
and the Catholic church.
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IN BRIEF

Pat Arrowsmith was remanded, in 
custody charged with posting 
abusive handbills (relating to 
Withdrawal from Ireland) and at­
tempting to seduce a member of 
the armed forces from his duty. 
Speaking to the Guardian, Wendy 
Butlin said, ’’She (Pat Arrow­
smith) decided she would resume 
her normal life when Labour won 
the election, because she 
thought there was a possibility 
that the Labour Government 
might not bring a charge under 
the Incitement to Disaffection 
Act from a civil liberties point 
of view.”

Meanwhile, the Ministry of 
Defence stated that recruiting 
for the forces dropped in 1973 
to its lowest level for the 
past ten years. The Ministry 
said that Northern Ireland ”is 
a factor along with pressure on 
the labour market, raising of 
the school-leaving age, and pay 
which is currently being 
reviewed ".

The Ministry of Defence has 
given secret authority to army 
guards at Long Kesh detention 
centre, Northern Ireland, to u 
use a new riot control agent in 
the event of a major distur­

bance. The agent is an irri­
tating liquid known as C.R. 
which can be fired from water­
cannon or from hand-held aero­
sol dispensers.

***
Dr. John Pollard, a squatter 
evicted from Kentish Town,
London, was imprisoned because 
he refused to stand up for the 
magistrates at Clerkenwell
Court. He will remain in gaol 
until he agrees to recognize 
the court.

***

The workers’ co-operative in­
tending to take over the 
Triumph motor-cycle factory at 
Meridan have hit a snag. The 
present owners are demanding 
£2million more for the factory 
than previously estimated, 
making £5million in all - for a 
failed business!

***

Le Monde reports that following 
the meeting of 9 March of the 
Spanish Cabinet, Spanish police 
may be sent to various European 
countries ”to protect Spanish 
property and persons”. They 
would be assigned to embassies, 
consulates and Spanish offices.
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THE TRIAL of Pietro Valpreda 
started (for the third time) in 
Catanzaro, Calabria, on 18th
March, held in the volleyball 
court of a juvenile reformat­
ory, since there is no court­
house. It had been foreseen 
that a legal move by the fami­
lies of the victims and survi­
vors to have Valpreda’s trial 
held in combination with the 
trial of the two neo-fascists 
who were recently charged with 
Valpreda’s alleged crime, might 
shorten the trial. It was in 
fact adjourned after an hour and 
a half. The Times (19.3.74) 
makes the quaint point: "Some 
commentators have suggested 
that all the Catanzaro court 
has to do is to pronounce Sr. 
Valpreda innocent as quickly as 
possible. This raises the con- 
stituional point that everyone 
is innocent until found guilty 
and courts cannot properly be 
used simply to ascertain
innocence.” It will be recalled 
that Valpreda spent 3 years in 
prison awaiting trial.




