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SOME SHOCK has been expressed in
the Labour Party that the vaguest
shadow of suspicion has fallen on
Harold Wilson with regard to
property deals. Even the impli-
cation that his forged signature
appeared on a letter implying
that he was in some remote way
connected with such a deal caused
shudders up socialist spines and
called forth not very original
(or relevant) calls of "McCarthy-
ism' from one Dennis Healey.

We cculd understand this brou-
ha-ha if the socialist principles
set forth by Robert Owen, Keir
Hardie, Edward Carpenter, William
Morris or George Lansbury (to go
as late as possible) still had
some validity in the Labour Party.

For example Lansbury (who went
to prison for refusing (1934) as
a Poplar councillor to cut poor
relief) says in My England:
SOQCIALISTS THE WORLD OVER MUST
MAKE UP THEIR MINDS WHAT THEY
PROPOSE TO DO ABOUT WHAT 1S
CALLED INTEREST. I PREFER TO UXE
THE OLDER WORD 'USURY', IT IS IN
FACT USURY... WE SHALL NOT GET
THIS MONEY BUSINESS STRAIGHT UN-
TIL WE MAKE THE NATIONS SOCIAL-
IST. BUT EVEN THEN, ARE WE ALL
QUITE SURE WE WANT TG GIVE UP
RECEIVING INTEREST ON OUR SAV-
INGS? I AM QUITE CERTAIN THAT
UNTIL WE DO GIVE IT UP SOCIALISM
CANNOT SUCCEED,

In 1950 G.D.H. Cole in his
Socialist Eccnomics justified
interest and profits, even under
socialism for good capitalistic
reasons. The same week that the
scandal of the slag-heap broke,
Mr. Robert Maxwell was re-adopted
as a prospective Labour candidate.
As every reader of the Financial
Times knows, Mr. Maxwell recently
fought his way back to the chair-
manship of the Pergamon Publish-
ing Company after financial
squabbles which disclosed much
of the unacceptable face of cap-
italism end not a vestige of so-
cialism. Socialist millionaires
are not rebuffed or an object of
shame in the Labour Party, in
fact they are an object of
pride - even a millionaire can
be a socialist! The grocer
Lord Sainsbury, the television
tycoon Sidney Bernstein, the
benker Harold Lever are all
card-carrying Socialists.

Harold Wilson was economic ad-
viser to Messrs. Montague L.
Meyer, Timber Merchants, 1951-
59. G. R. Strauss, Labour
spokesman on transport (1955
onwards) was chairman of a
metal broking firm and claimed
with pride, "I am a businessman
and middle class'" and was stated
to be 'one of the richest men
in the Socialist party'. Mr.
Woodrow Wyatt, former M.P.,

" ANARCHISTS NEEDED !

WITH OR WITHOUT a Federation, it
1s quite obvious that many more
anarchists are needed in order to
bring about social changes in
this society.

Today we anarchists are not
enough in numbers to have any
revolutionary impact on the minds
of oppressed peorle of this
country, tut strange as 1t seems,
the work, the militancy and- the
thinking which emanates from
anarchist quarters is mainly de-
voted to digging into the past
of the movement, the necessary
work ahead being completely ig-
nored or never thought of.

What is the point, we ask, of
learning about past mistakes if
there 1is no future to look to?
What is the point, we ask, of
constantly opening the dusty
cupboard in which the skeletons
of anarchism in Britain are kept

11 we cannot even afford new
chairs and round tables which
would enable us to sit and speak
to each other and work together
towards our social revolution?

To our mind, what makes fas-
cist regimes nostalgically pre-
serve national heritages, heros
and old regimental flags is their
inability to look into the future
of the nation they constantly
promise to build, and we would
hate to think that anarchists
and fascists have in common the
nostalgia of past feats.

Unless it is totally accepted
among us that anarchism attracts
into 1ts fold a variety of peo-
ple, from individualists to col-
lectivists, through anarcho-
syndicalists, pacifists and many
other variations, and that there
should be enough latitude in an
anarchist movement to accommodate
such diversities of personalities

SUGIALISTS BETWEEN DEALS

owns a chain of provincial
newsparers. Mr. John Diamond
was a company director, Mr., Roy
Jenkins was at one time economic
adviser to the John Lewis Part-
nership (a notorious anti-union
firm, hence the 'Partnershin'),

‘Sir Leslie Plummer was a drector

of Express Newspapers.

All these men claim to be so-
cialists and work - if it can be
called that! - for enterprises
whose aims and objects are far

removed from socialism of any

kind.
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This is only the public revel-
ation of anti-socialist practices.
The scandal of the slag-heap is
just part of the iceberg. What
property deals, stock-exchange
gambles, profit-meking and taking
are part of the normal life of

prominent Labcur Party members

and M.P.s?
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We are now and agair. asked to
join in the concern about the
condition of the stock exchange
which i1s somehow supposed to be
an indication of the nation's
prosperity. 1Its fortunes are
breathlessly followed by invest-
ors and, with the advent of the
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and inclinations, there will al-
ways be a tendency among anarch-
ists to dogmatically adopt, un-
willingly perhaps, rigid atti-
tudes which fatally lead to
artificial divisions.

And bickerings, rumours, cynic-
isms, 111 feelings are like
poison to our potential forces
and a liability to thinking in
organisational terms. We should
remember that to an ideology
inactivity means decay and death.
If the old Portuguese proverb -
Stagnant waters will not move a
millwheel - has any significance
for the state of the anarchist
movement in Britain, we would
suggest that fresh water be al-
lowed to flow from the spring of
our comradeship.

The time is ripe for libertar-
1an activities, for discussions
and opening of new anarchist
groups. The established anarch-
1st groups should help anyone
willing to militate in our move-
ment and we should not be
ashamed to publicly admit:
ANARCHISTS NEEDED,
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