
SOME SHOCK has been expressed in 
the Labour Party that the vaguest 
shadow of suspicion has fallen on 
Harold Wilson with regard to 
property deals. Even the impli­
cation that his forged signature 
appeared on a letter implying 
that he was in some remote way 
connected with such a deal caused 
shudders up socialist spines and 
called forth not very original 
(or relevant) calls of ’McCarthy­
ism’ from one Dennis Healey.

We cculd understand this brou • 
ha-ha if the socialist principles 
set forth by Robert Owen, Keir 
Hardie, Edward Carpenter, William 
Morris or George Lansbury (to go 
as late as possible) still had 
some validity in the Labour Party.

For example Lansbury (who went 
to prison for refusing (1934) as 
a Poplar councillor to cut poor 
relief) says in My England: 
SOCIALISTS THE WORLD OVER MUST 
MAKE UP THEIR MINDS WHAT THEY 
PROPOSE TO DO ABOUT WHAT IS 
CALLED INTEREST. I PREFER TO U® 
THE OLDER WORD ‘USURY’, IT IS IN 
FACT USURY... WE SHALL NOT GET 
THIS MONEY BUSINESS STRAIGHT UN­
TIL WE MAKE THE NATIONS SOCIAL­
IST. BUT EVEN THEN, ARE WE ALL 
QUITE SURE WE WANT TO GIVE UP 
RECEIVING INTEREST ON OUR SAV­
INGS? I AM QUITE CERTAIN THAT 
UNTIL WE DO GIVE IT UP SOCIALISM 
CANNOT SUCCEED.

In 1950 G.D.H. Cole in his
Socialist Economics justified 
interest and profits, even under 
socialism for good capitalistic 
reasons. The same week that the 
scandal of the slag-heap broke, 
Mr. Robert Maxwell was re-adopted 
as a prospective Labour candidate. 
As every reader of the Financial 
Times knows, Mr. Maxwell recently 
fought his way back to the chair­
manship of the Pergamon Publish­
ing Company after financial 
squabbles which disclosed much 
of the unacceptable face of cap­
italism end not a vestige of so­
cialism. Socialist millionaires 
are’not rebuffed or an object of 
shame in the Labour Party, in
fact they are an object of 
pride - even a millionaire can 
be a socialist! The grocer
Lord Sainsbury, the television 
tycoon Sidney Bernstein, the
be,nker Harold Lever are all*
card-carrying Socialists.
Harold Wilson was economic ad­
viser to Messrs. Montague L.
Meyer, Timber Merchants, 1951-
59. Go R. Strauss, Labour
spokesman on transport (1955 
onwards) was chairman of a 
metal broking firm and claimed 
with pride, "I am a businessman 
and middle class” and was stated 
to be ‘one of the richest men 
in the Socialist party’. Mr. 
Woodrow Wyatt, former M.P., 

EDITORIAL

WITH OR WITHOUT a Federation, it 
is quite obvious that many more 
anarchists are needed in order to 
bring about social changes in 
this society.

Today we anarchists are not 
enough in numbers to have any 
revolutionary impact on the minds 
of oppressed people of this 
country, but strange as it seems, 
the work, the militancy and- the 
thinking which emanates from 
anarchist quarters is mainly de­
voted to digging into the past 
of the movement, the necessary 
work ahead being completely ig­
nored or never thought of.

What is the point, we ask, of 
learning about past mistakes if 
there is no future to look to? 
What is the point, we ask, of 
constantly opening the dust;y 
cupboard in which the skeletons 
of anarchism in Britain are kept

if we cannot even afford new 
chairs and round tables which 
would enable us to sit and speak 
to each other and work together 
towards our social revolution?

To our mind, what makes fas­
cist regimes nostalgically pre­
serve national heritages, heros 
and old regimental flags is their 
inability to look into the future 
of the nation they constantly 
promise to build, and we would 
hate to think that anarchists 
and fascists have in common the 
nostalgia of past feats.

Unless it is totally accepted 
among us that anarchism attracts 
into its fold a variety of peo­
ple, from individualists to col­
lectivists, through anarcho- 
syndicalists, pacifists and many 
other variations, and that there 
should be enough latitude in an 
anarchist movement to accommodate 
such diversities of personalities 

owns a chain of provincial 
newspapers. Mr. John Diamond 
was a company director, Mr0 Roy 
Jenkins was at one time economic 
adviser to the John Lewis Part­
nership (a notorious anti-union 
firm, hence the ’Partnership'),
Sir Leslie Plummer was ansector
of Express Newspapers.

All these men claim to be so­
cialists and work - if it can be 
called that! - for enterprises 
whose aims and objects are far 
removed from socialism of any
kind.

* * *

This is only the public revel­
ation of anti-socialist practices. 
The scandal of the slag-heap is 
just part of the iceberg. What 
property deals, stock-exchange 
gambles, profit-making and taking1 
are part of the normal life of 
prominent Labour Party members 
and M.P.s ?

* * *

We are now and again- asked to 
join in the concern about the 
condition of the stock exchange 
which is somehow supposed to be 
an indication of the nation’s 
prosperity. Its fortunes are 
breathlessly followed by invest­
ors and, with the advent of the 
Continued on Back Page : Col. 1 

and inclinations, there will al­
ways be a tendency among anarch­
ists to dogmatically adopt, un­
willingly perhaps, rigid atti­
tudes which fatally lead to 
artificial divisions.

And bickerings, rumours, cynic­
isms, ill feelings are like 
poison to our potential forces 
and a liability to thinking in 
organisational terms. We should 
remember that to an ideology 
inactivity means decay and death. 
If the old Portuguese proverb - 
Stagnant waters will not move a 
millwheel - has any significance 
for the state of the anarchist 
movement in Britain, we would 
suggest that fresh water be al­
lowed to flow from the spring of 
our comradeship.

The time is ripe for libertar­
ian activities, for discussions 
and opening of new anarchist 
groups. The established anarch­
ist groups should help anyone 
willing to militate in our move­
ment and we should not be 
ashamed to publicly admit: 
ANARCHISTS NEEDED.

EDITORS.
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tribute to the memory of Monsieur 
Pompidou, repaying the courtesy 
publicly shown by De Gaulle’s 
successor after the death of 
Senor Carrero Blanco. Class 
solidarity is not, it appears, 
an exclusive of the oppressed 
peoples of this world.

'The death of President Tompidou 
will be a blow to the Soviet 
Union which has valued its rela­
tionship with France and regar­
ded President Pompidou the most 
important western leader after 
Pre sident
Times.

police forces, the bugging of

IN 1924 a group of professional 
forgers of off-beat political 
’documents’ operating in Paris 
flogged the 'Zinoviev letter’ to 
some bright spark in the Conser­
vative Central Office and when 
the time was right the Daily Mail 
used it and the result was the 
overthrow of the MacDonald gov­
ernment. Everyone pushing the 
’document’ knew it was phoney but 
it worked. The world being what 
the world is I don’t doubt that 
various spiv types with connect­
ions in high office are making 
their miserable fortunes but but 
but but but this ’forged' letter 
thing of the 1974_Daily Mail 
stinks of a mirror image of their 
1924 ’dirty trick' department 
and as they have been sitting on 
this since 1972 and the original 
letter is now missing there are 
two lines of thinking... one is 
that various creeps are doing a 
Poulson...and secondly that the 
whole thing is a Daily Mail use 
of a trick that worked before and 
the public have short memories... 
The Daily Mail claim that they 
have tapes of conversations going 
back to 1972 and if that is so I 
wonder how many other places were 
wired up by the Conservative 
Watergate squad.

I think that the Daily Mail has 
produced this to win back the 
GLC for it is three weeks to the 
May elections................anyway..............
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Action Collective and backed by 
the National Union of School 
Students.

Nixon.’ - Financial

On 3 April, 40C schoolchildren 
went on strike and marched 
through South London calling for 
the release cf three coloured 
youths sentenced after an affray 
at a fairground in which police 
were attacked. The march was 
organised by the Black Students
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death of Pompidou wa^s released. .. 
The Anarchist Federation cannot 
forget the_ proliferation of the

As far as the Spanish worker 
is concerned it matters very 
little whether the company he 
works for
Spanish.
Party-and
pose this
but while
protests about this the commun­
ists have remained silent about 
Fiat's building factories and 
cars in the Soviet Union. In 
all countries we see the labour 
of the majority used to make 
profits and create a privileged 
position for a minority. It 
makes little difference whether 
it is the Soviet Union or fascist 
Spain. Fiat have, in fact, long 
been established in Spain and 
many a long and bitter struggle 
has taken place at their fact­
ories. Anarchists do not worry 
about the national origin of 
their exploiters but seek to 
abolish these exploiters once and 
for all. That is why we think 
that this struggle is an inter- 

• national one. It is important 
that workers establish their own 
ties between fellow workers from 
different countries to forge the 
links to fight the multinational 
companie s.

Our comrades in Spain face the 
full power of oppressive fascist 
regime every time they propagate 
our anarchist message. The simple 
distribution of a leaflet can 
mean a term of imprisonment.

Some are suffering such a fate 
at the moment and they need all 
the assistance we can give them. 
Please send donations to the 
Spanish Resistance Fund,

T.P. & P.T., c/o Freedom Press, 
84B Whitechapel High St., 

London, E. 1.

The French Anarchist Federation 
has declared that it has no wish 
to associate itself with the true 
or false grief shown by so many 
citizens when the news of the

The number of illiterate people 
in the world increased by nearly 
fifty million between I960 and
1970, according to UNESCO. Just 
over a third of the world's pop­
ulation is illiterate.
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THE AMERICAN multinational car 
companies of General Motors and 
Fords are seeking a stake in what 
must prove an expanding Spanish 
market. No less a figure than 
Henry Ford himself has visited 
Spain to inspect consctruction 
at Almusafes. It seems that Mr. 
Ford is anxious about his stake 
in Spain as he has made several 
visits. He has also had talks 
with the Industry Minister, Sro 
Santos Blanco and the Finance 
Minister, Barrera de Irimo. Mr. 
Ford also paid a visit to General 
Franco and the "future King of 
Spa,in, Prince Juan Carlos".

While this American expansion 
may not have the support of the 
Falange, the Spanish government 
are more concerned with rising 
unemployment than with the chauv­
inist feeligs of the fascist 
party. However the Spanish gov­
ernment does not want to offend 
existing manufacturers too much 
and so has stipulated that the 
bulk of Fords cars made in Spain 
must be exported. Obviously such 
an arrangement will not worry 
Fords for although Spain is not 
yet a developed market, its wages 
bill will be lower there than in 
other West European countries.

General Motors are seeking to 
buy British Leyland's 98% stake 
in the smallest Spanish car firm, 
Authi. The British company have 
agreed but the deal still needs 
the approval of the Franco gov­
ernment. Top General Motors ex­
ecutives have had talks with the 
Minister of Industry, but like 
the Fords deal, opposition comes 
from the existing manufacturers 
who are lobbying the government 
to get them to reject the sale.

'Le Canard enchaine’, the mul­
tiple finaneia.l scandals and the 
economic and social instability 
promoted by this Republic. The 
Federation also calls for a boy­
cott of the forthcoming Presid­
ential elections in the belief 
that "the vote only elects new 
tyrants fox’ the people. Surely 
the Social Revolution cannot be 
found in the ballot box".

***
Franco's prime minister, Senor 
Arias Navarro (known in Spair in 
anti-fascist circles as the But­
cher cf Malaga) last week paid




