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had become too effective. An 
example had to be made at the 
Shrewsbury Crown Court where 
the sentences were first given. 
They were deterrent sentences 
as a warning to all trade union­
ists. The harsh sentences were
meted out to intimidate all 
workers.. It is always a matter 
of conjecture whether these de­
terrent sentences have worked 
or whether if their appeal had

RULING CLASS CONSPIRACV
ERIC TOMLINSON and DENNIS
WARREN have re-joined the in­
creasing number of people con­
victed on political charges. 
These two building workers lost 
their appeal last week against 
their conviction under the 1875 
Conspiracy Act. They, with 
other workers were convicted of 
conspiracy to intimidate work­
ers to abstain from work, un­
lawful assembly and making an 
affray. They now have to serve 
out the remainder of their 2 
and 3 year sentences.

But their ’crime’ in the eyes 
of the State was that they 
pl'ayed a prominent part in org­
anising "flying pickets" during 
the 1972 building workers’ 
strike. Such tactics, learnt 
from the coalminers, tipped the 
struggle against the employers 
in favour of the strikers. 
Without it, there seems little 
doubt that the strike would 
have been a defeat. As it was, 
the adoption of the "flying 
pickets" by numerous area 
strike committees sorted out 
and got rid of the ’lump’ from 
hundreds of sites.

people. Wherever workers strug­
gle for social justice they will 
be opposed by the police and the 
courts. It was the authorities 
who conspired to bring the pro­
secution against active trade 
unionists. They were not the 
only ones involved, but they 
were singled out. For twelve 
weeks during the summer of 1972 
building workers organised them­
selves to fight their longest 
national strike in living memo­
ry. Their ’crime’, like that 
many more, was that they adopt­
ed new tactics. They were not 
content to close down their own 
sites and sit back and watch 
the tele, they took the struggle 
to the ’lump’ gangs who were 
only too willing to do the 
bosses’ bidding.

At the time of the prosecution 
the mass media had been well 
prepared with speeches from 
tory ministers and legal pund­
its on picketing. The mass 
pickets of the miners were con­
demned and attacked because the 
"flying pickets" prevented men 
from going about their normal 
work. In other, words picketing 

been allowed pickets would adopt 
more aggressive attitudes. Cer­
tainly the police want no chan­
ges to the present picketing 
laws, which the trade union 
movement are pressing the Labour 
government for reforms. At the 
moment a picket has no right to 
talk to a lorry driver or a wor­
ker arriving by car.

But picketing, like the direct 
action it supports, is only suc­
cessful when enough people take 
part. Solidarity remains the 
answer to all workers’ struggles. 
Isolation and diversions make it 
easy for the employer.

So far the Union of Construct­
ion , Allied and Technicians has 
only put forward resolutions de­
manding legislation which would 
prevent the use of conspiracy 
charges and belatedly started to 
collect money for dependants and 
legal expenses. The major oppo­
sition has, like during the act­
ual strike, come from rank and 
file trade unionists. Commit­
tees of trade unionists have 
campaigned for their release and 
now these efforts will have to 
be redoubled. All trade union­
ists should rally to their sup­
port, since an injury to one is 
an injury to all.

* *

P. T.

However, the authorities are 
always quick to spot any threat 
to their power and privilege. 
The use of the conspiracy act 
makes it easy for them, for no 
offence has to be proved. The 
conspiracy in fact is that of 
the ruling class against the
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"I’VE A PLEA FOR HELP FROM A MR. 
SCANLON — HE’S HAVING TROUBLE 

WITH THE WORKERS."

NEWS from BELFAST
MONTHS AFTER the event, recri­
minations between the various facti­
ons involved in the stoppage of work 
last May continue and the Ulster Vol­
unteer Force (UVF) journal Combat 
attacks Ian Paisley for failing to sup­
port the stoppage until victory seemed 
assured. Paisley was not alone in this 
attitude, however, as factories in 
Protestant towns outside of Belfast 
continued in production until electri­
city supplies were cut off, and Craig 
and other leaders of the United Ulst­
er Unionist Council (UUUC) did not 
jump on the Ulster Workers’ Council 
(UWC) wagon until it became clear 
indeed that no effective measures to 
deal with the situation were going to 
be taken by the security forces. As 
one of the para-military forces most 
actively involved in the stoppage, the 
UVF may have expected some help 
from Paisley during the recent elect­
ion, but they were in for a disappoint­
ment as the ex-graduate of Bob Jones 
University does not believe in sharing 
power with anyone and he put up a 
candidate in West Belfast, thus ensu­
ring that the loyalist vote was split

between Paisley’s candidate and the 
UVF nominee, Ken Gibson. It is fut­
ile for Combat to point out that "No 
one played a more active role in the 
overthrow of the power-sharing exec­
utive and Assembly than did Mr. Gib­
son and his fellow volunteers in the 
UVF and other para-military groups". 
Exactly; but having helped achieve 
the end that Paisley and his colleagues 
desired, the UVF and others are to be 
denied their share in the spoils of vic­
tory. "Power sharing", as the Bel­
fast Newsletter described it, "which 
was, and is, the final concession," has 
gone and having got rid of the SDLP 
(Social and Democratic Labour Party) 
- temporarily at least - Paisley and 
his cronies are unlikely to share what 
power they have with the UVF.

The May stoppage undoubtedly ac­
counts for the bigger than usual trad­
ing losses shown by Harland and Wolff 
shipyards this year, and even though 
proposals for a degree of workers par­
ticipation in management are in the 
pipeline it is a certainty that worker
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MEN’S RESISTANCE
WOMEN, RESISTANCE AND REVO’
LUTION, by Sheila Rowbotham 
(Pelican, 35p)

IMAGINE a book published in 1974 
with the title "Men, Resistance and 
Revolution". It sounds ridiculous. 
That an important book called Women, 
Resistance and Revolution should be 
published towards the end of the 20th 
century is some indication of how far 
we have yet to go, in what is still a 
man’s world and a conservative one 
at that. Inevitably such a book asks 
more questions than it answers. But 
in a way the most encouraging thing 
about it is its lack of certainty; we 
should be grateful that the author, a 
committed Marxist, is honest enough 
to admit to being confused on many 
aspects of feminism and revolution : 
"I have many ignorances and much 
hesitancy, which can’t be cleared 
just by thinking about them. " This 
is refreshing when too many radical 
women are intolerant, dogmatic and 
narrow-minded.

I read another book of Sheila Row­
botham’s, Hidden from History. I 
didn’t enjoy it and learnt little from 
it; it was too condensed ; so full of 
facts and information that it was vir­
tually unreadable. You felt it was 
written from a sense of duty - i. e. 
the necessity to write history strict­
ly from a woman’s point of view - 
rather than from any passionate des­
ire to communicate. Women, Resis- 
..nce and Revolution is also a sort of 

history book, but it’s more concerned 
with tracing the history of political 
and social thought by and about women, 
and trying to relate them to current 
issues.

There are chapters on women’s 
movements in Russia, China,Vietnam, 
France. England is covered from the 
17th century to early this century, but 
not beyond. I only understood why this 
was when I read Woman's Conscious­
ness, Man's World (also in Penguin) 
and discovered that the two were origi­
nally intended to form one book. Logi­
cally they still are one book ; one com­
plements the other, and while Woman's 
Consciousness.,, stands up well on its 
own, Women, Resistance and Revolu­
tion hardly does.

• —. . . .

Some of the historical sections are 
perfunctory, sometimes the language 
is dense to the point of obscurity -- 
for instance, whatever is "anarcho- 

. sadistic individualism" ? But the 
book comes alive whenever what Row­
botham is saying relates to her own 
experience and preoccupations. The 
best passages reveal an understand­
ing that comes -from shared experi­
ence, and there are even glimpses of 
humour. Of the hypocrisy of the upper 
class Victorian family man towards

. women, she says, There is noth- 
g like bed for reducing a theoretic­

ian to human proportions. " It can't • •
have escaped her notice that this re­
mark applies equally well to large 
numbers of today's jar gon-spouting 
male lefties.

There are some bizarre revelati­
ons too. For instance, homosexua­
lity is a crime in Cuba (rings a bell? 
-- yes, ditto Russia, 1934), and this 
oddity: "makeup for young Cuban 
women is often the symbol of defiant 
liberation from the traditional con­
trol of parents". Liberation? It 
sounds a bit like England in the 
1920's : do they shock the men by 
smoking too? Or are Havana cigars 
still macho? And this (still in Cuba),: 
"the idea that sex is for the woman's 
pleasure as well as the man's --that 
is the taboo of taboos". So much for 
Castro's brave new island.

• Sheila Rowbotham's definition of 
what female oppression means, goes 
well beyond Marxist orthodoxy: 
"Subordination has a hundred shapes ; 

it needs innumerable combined trans­
formations. Socialism is not only the 
ending of class oppression or exploit­
ation at the work place, but in every 
area of human experience. The regi­
ons of consciousness are not capable 
of tidy delineation, and the spheres 
of subordination interact." It may 
sound vague, but it’s the only realis­
tic way to approach what is still in 
many ways an amorphous and ill- 
defined subject.

What is also right is her determined 
call for a "new feminism", It seems 
that many socialists are unwilling to 
learn from the past: Marx, and Len­
in, assumed that when capitalism was 
overthrown, other kinds of liberation 
would follow more or less automatic­
ally. In Russia they didn't. What
Emma Goldman called "the internal 
tyrants" remained. And most left 
sects ignore those particular tyran­
nies - in family and sex relation­
ships - now. So the author is right 
to demand "a distinct movement now, 
as a precondition of revolution, not 
its aftermath".

Implicit in this demand is an aware­
ness of what happened in Russia in the 
1920's. However, Rowbotham is too . 
soft on Lenin. She gives a brief ac­
count of his conversation with Clara 
Zetkin, which somehow manages to 
convey the impression that Lenin's 
views on sex and the family were en­
lightened and progressive whereas in 
fact they were narrow and puritanical. 
The Re olution left intact authoritari­
an relationships and the fear of free-
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FREEDOM PRESS 
84b WHITECHAPEL HIGH STREET 
LONDON Ei Phone 01-247 9249

"Anarchist Classics" series:

A B C of Anarchism, Alexander Berkman 
25p (post 5p) USA 75$ post free 

Anarchy Errico Malatesta
25p (post 5p) USA 75$ post free 

Anarchism and Anarchosyndicalism, Rudolf 
Rocker 20p (post 5p) USA 65$ post free 
The State, Its Historic role, Peter Kropot- 
Un 20p (post 5p) USA 65$ post free 

"Selections from FREEDOM" (annual vols. 
issued between 1951 and 1964):

Vol. 4 Living on a Volcano
Vol. 5 The Immoral Moralists
Vol. 6 Oil and Troubled Waters
Vol. 7 Year One - Sputnik Era
Vol. 8 Socialism in a Wheelchair
Vol. 9 Print, Press and Public 
Vol. 10 The Tragedy of Afr ica 
Vol. 11 The People in the Street 
Vol. 12 Pilkington vs. Beeching 
Vol. 13Forces of Law and Order 
Vol. 14 Elections Year (U. K. & U.S.A.)

Per vol. cloth £ 0.53 (post 15p) USA $1.75 
paper £ 0.38 (post 12p)USA $1.25

Complete list, including available issues 
of ANARCHY (1961-70) on request.
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FREEDOM BOOKSHOP

When ordering, please add postage as in 
brackets. Any book not in stock but in 
print can be supplied.

The Life and Death of Mary Wollstonecraft 
Claire Tomalin ' £ 4.75 (23p)
* Thoreau: The Complete Individualist
Bob Dickens £ 3.00 [ 15p)
Utopia, Colin Ward £ 0.60 (9p)
Violence , Colin Ward £ 0.30 (7p)
* International Directory of Little Maga­
zines & Small Presses £ 2.00 (15p)
* British Di rectory o7 Little Magazines &
Small Presses £1.00 (7p)
* The Works of Gerrard Winstanley, ed.by
George H. Sabine £ 8.00 (32p)
* The Law of Love and the Law of Violence
Leo Tolstoy " £ 2.25 (15p)
Sabate: Guerilla Extraordinary, Antonio 
Tellez (trans. Stuart Christie) , Cienfuegos 
Press Edition, paperback £ 2.35 (15p)
* History of the Makhnovist Movement
1918-21, Peter Arshinov £ 2.00 (15p) 
An Earthly Paradise Calendar, William 
Morris & Walter Crane £ 0.60 (lOp)
Daughter of a Revolutionary: Natalie Her- 
zen and the Bakunin/Nechaev Circle, ed. 
Michael Confino £ 4.50 (23p) 

Aidgate East underground station, White­
chapel Art Gallery exit, turn right for 
Angel Alley, next to Wimpy Bar.

BOOKSHOP open Tues.-Fri .2-6 p.m. 
(Thursdays until 8 p.m.) 
Saturdays 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

SOME OF OUR PUBLICATIONS: .




