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PLENTY in the midst of
POVERTY?

AS FORECAST, the World. Food 
Conference in Rome has closed 
without any decisive steps, 
other than palliatives, to 
solve the problem of world 
hunger. It gave the techno­
logically superior nations of 
the world a chance to fling a 
coin or two in the collection 
plate, to ’tut-tut’ at the 
sexual improvidence of the 
’under-developed' nations and 
point out their own problems 
with, as the predictable Sun­
day Telegraph did, a dragging 
in of the ideas of Malthus.

It is no accident that every 

selves in a neo-Malthusian dil­
emma of their own making. Due 
partially to wanton profligacy 
with limited resources of ener­
gy and to the workings of cap­
italism, technological man has 
found himself running short of 
energy. It is obvious that his 
first instinct in this dilemma 
is not to stop bringing into 
the world mor apparatus or in­
ternal combustion machines 
which eat up the dwindling 
sources of energy; he is not 
advised to change his whole 
life style so that he may live. 
He is cajoled and only finan­
cially discouraged from using 
petrol whilst at the same time 
efforts are made to bribe 
miners to bring up more black 
gold from the reluctant earth.

At the same time as it is 
t 

thought that the problem of 
food shortages can be solved by 
an appeal to the oil-rich Arabs 
the devious Dr. Kissinger has 
thought up a scheme for boycot­
ting the Arabs by a consumer­
strike. Neither of these ideas 
will work, for the nation­
states by their own ethos of 
survival cannot and will not 
co-operate and the grand doub 
double-cross is the usual meth­
od of diplomacy and commerce. 
And the Israelis know who will 
be the next likely victim to 
pay the price of oil.

This is a time for strenuous 
reappraisal. The coincidence 
of inflation and shortages has 
called for some heavy thinking. 
Are we in a world of plenty? 
Or in a world of poverty?

* * *
It will be interesting to see 

what Ralf Dahrendorf, the new 
head of the London School of 
Economics (formerly of E.E.C.) 
comes up with in his Reith 
lectures (BBC Radio 4, Wednes­
days) . So far he has posited 
the problems and made the sta 
statement that the results of
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age gets the prophet-populari- 
ser-publicist it deserves - and 
needs - to maintain the rulers 
of that age. In the same way 
that Darwin’s ’survival of the 
fittest’ was popularised in 
order to justify the ways of 
capitalist industrialism to 
man, so was Malthus's doctrine 
of a poor world brought in to 
justify a system of checks and 
balances (including nature’s 
pruning hook —war). The eug­
enic ideas of Sir Keith Joseph 
and the ever-present idea of 
compulsory sterilisation and 
socially-urged birth control 
for the lesser breeds and 
greater breeders hovers like a 
vulture over the famished dead.

But the technologically supe­
rior powers have found them-

"AS I READ THE BUDGET, HONEY, IT 
SEEMS THE EXPERTS ARE UP SHIT CREEK 
AND WE HAVE TO WORK HARDER AND 

EAT LESS TO BAIL THEM OUT."

AN ARTICLE 01 FAITH
WE APPLAUD the decision of 
the coalminers to reject the 
National Coal Board’s products 
ivity deal. There seems no 
doubt that the Board's scheme 
was aimed at dividing the min­
ers between those who work-in 
areas like Nottingham, where 
the seams are accessible, and 
those like South Wales, where 
they are difficult. The 
Board's first offer wanted the 
productivity scheme operated 
■coalface by coalface; however 
they did concede, which they 
were prepared to do, that the 
scheme should be based on the 
total output of each pit.

After the national executive 
of the National Union of Mine­
workers rejected the Board's 
scheme, a ceaseless propaganda 
war was waged. The "dirty 
tricks" department of the 
Board was at full pelt. Those 
who are surprised at this how­
ever fail to understand the 
class nature of our society. 
The Bowrd and the government 
want 120 million tons dug each 
year. While the N.U.M. and 
the T.U.C. are in agreement 
with this annual target, why 
should it be done under a 
scheme which virtually puts 
the miners onto a piece-work 
system, turning pit against 
pit and area against area? The 
scheme was a classic example 
of divide and rule. Throughout 
their history the miners have 
struggled against such divisi­
ons and it was only in 1966 
that district rates and piece­

work were abandoned for a 
national rate. For many miners 
the national rate is an article 
of faith. It formed part of 
the miners' union's policy in 
the bitter struggle before the 
First World War. In 1926 the 
Nottingham miners' decision to 
return-to-work and form their 
own union also assisted the 
private employers in maintain­
ing district rates.

What many people don’t real 
ise is that the 1966 agreement 
made some miners worse off. But 
it did achieve a national rate 
and a national unity which has 
paid off in the confrontations 
with the Tory government in
1972 and 1974.

The rejection of the product­
ivity deal now means that the 
miners will demand a stright 
increase. There is still some 
talk of a productivity deal as 
the rejection was about meth­
ods of payment. Mr. Gormley, 

•NUM president, an arden suppor­
ter of the Labour Party and the 
present government, has been 
urging miners to dig the 120 
million tons of coal necessary 
to provide enough power through 
out the winter. He wants the 
miners to prove to the British 
people that nationalisation was 
not a dirty word: "The first 
responsibility of this union 
is to encourage its members to 
provide the coal which Britain 
needs."

Turn to P.3 - foot of Col, 1
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THIS IRELAND

NEWS FROM BELFAST
ONE OF the more bizarre phenomena witnessed in Northern Ireland 
was the attempt by a lunatic fringe group of self-styled communists, 
unconnected with either Moscow or Peking, to parasitise themselves 
upon the Protestant working classes by means of a spate of anti-Catho- 
lic hate propaganda: unable to establish themselves in a vanguard 
role they settled down at the tail-end of Vanguard (Bill Craig's party)* 
where they found that it was difficult trying to be better Unionists 
than the Unionists themselves. It never has been a wise policy for 
anyone with even moderate left-wing views to play around in loyalist 
politics; as long ago as 1913 the Unionist Labour Association, still 
in existence and forerunner of organisations like the Ulster Worker's 
Council, was formed to play a watchdog role on behalf of the emp­
loyers' interests. At the beginning of this month it called on all 
loyalist workers to Join the organisation "to combat the disloyal and 
communist elements within the unions in Northern Ireland". The 
call has since been backed up by the UVF which pledges support for 
"the right for all loyal citizens to hold end hear arms for the defence 
of life and p' operty and the defeat of republican and communist ter­
rorism". We can be sure that the term "communist" will have a wide 
interpretation and will likely include the lay preachers and the Prot­
estant ministers belonging to thr Northern Ireland Labour Party and 
acting as its parliamentary candidates in Belfast, one of them at least, 
noted for his stubborn resistance to the opening of children's play­
centres on Sundays, may pass the test.

Ironically, the UVF were themselves smeared as communists when 
they first entered the political arena and dared to introduce issues 
like bad housing and social deprivation generally into their political 
programme. They set minds at rest by launching a sustained anti­
communist campaign in the pages of the journal Combat. They need 
scarcely have a othered; only last week they decided not to contest 
the forthcoming Convention elections and to withdraw from parliament­
ary politics, following their poor showing in the recent elections. 
Whether or not they return to the use of the gun and the bomb remains 
to be seen, but it is regrettable that the UVF, having forsaken the 
bullet in favour of the ballot, should throw in the towel so soon. The 
fewer guns that are used in Northern Ireland the better but it is believ­
ed that the leadership is being pressurised into a resumption of their 
military campaign in retaliation for the continued IRA offensive. I 
have a feeling that we have not heard the last of the political wing of 
the UVF , certain elements within it have impressed with the degree 
of political acumen they possessed, always a commodity found seldom 
enough in working class circles in Belfast. Regrettably, other elemen­
ts occasionally displayed fascist tendencies and their attempt to affili­
ate to the UUUC (United Ulster Unionist Counci) showed the inability 
of the organisation as a whole to steer an independent course.

Craigavon, once hailed as Ulter's new city of the future, has a pop­
ulation which is roughly half and half in religious composition but its 
new half million pounds' worth of community facilities, a magnificent 
recreation centre, will be closed on Sundays by order of the local 
council which has a majority of Protestant bigots. Heedless of the 
fact that even Protestants employed in the area would welcome the use 
of its facilities, the narrow-minded Sabbatarians have ignored all pleas 
to open it on Sunday. The fact that people like these have ruled the 
roost in local government affairs for more than half a century - they 
regard Sunday opening of cinemas, etc. , as a Romeward trend - has 
contributed to many of the social ills which have plagued Northern 
Ireland during that time. True, they have their counterparts down 
South, but it would be wrong to interpret this aspect of the conflict as 
being between an enlightened Protestantism and a reactionary Catho­
licism. Mr. Keith Garner of the Pentecostal movement is hardly an 
enlightened man, his main source of woe being his alleged discovery 
that throughout Ulster there are only 20 ministers who have ever actu­
ally cast out a demon. Gamer has been active in organising a chain 
prayer and running a centre which will be open between 3p.m. and 
11 p.m. in order to cope with people who may have problems after 
seeing "The Exorcist" which is showing in a Belfast cinema. Mean­
while, the Rev. Joseph Parker, whose son was killed in a car bomb 
explosion, and who subsequently founded the Witness for Peace move­
ment, is leaving Northern Ireland disillusioned and in his own words 
"a sad and lonely man". His campaign in pursuit of peace resulted in 
him being ostracised by his colleagues in the Church of Ireland who 
refused him permission to preach from their pulpits. Of course someone 
long ago said that Ireland had too much religion and too little Christi­
anity and it wo uld seem so if we are to judge from the behaviour of 
these disciples of the man they sometimes refer to as the prince of 
peace. H. B.

I DO NOT suppose the majority of readers of FREEDOM are au fait 
with Ian Paisley's Protestant Telegraph, perhaps the most remarkable 
publication ever issued. Lately he had a gem on Irish coinage, 
which as those of you who have seen it will know is very beautifully 
designed. However, ac .ording to the queer mind of Paisley we had 
a horse on our old half crown and a greyhound on the old sixpence; 
this shows we are inveterate gamblers. The salmon now on the lOp 
piece but once on the 2/- is to remind o f the Popish custom of eat­
ing fish on Fridays. (Incidentally Paisley seems unaware the church 
discarded this rule several years ago and even to the most bigoted 
Catholic meat on Fridays is perfectly licit.) The sow and bonhams

on our old halfpenny show we are all uncivilized pigs. I wonder if 
Paisley ever eats bacon or sausages? While the old Celtic design on 
our new 2p piece is some trick of the Pope's to keep Ireland en­
slaved ! I I

While I have never read anything more utterly silly than that I 
have to admit we do have our slaves to the outdated dogmas of 
Catholicism and to new dogmas they invent for themselves. I have 
mentioned J. B. Murray,who has founded what he calls "The League 
of Decency", before. He is about 64 years old and lives in a luxu­
rious bungalow near Clondalkin. He owned a plot of land beside 
the bungalow which he let to eight families living in caravans. He 
had the caravans closer together than the law permits for fire safety 
reasons, and only provided one lavatory out of doors for all eight 
families. One of the caravans belonged to him and he let it to a 
family but refused to mend the leaking roof. Then three weeks ago 
he got what he himself describes as "an offer too generous to be 
refused" for his plot. Land for building is much wanted in that 
neighbourhood. He gave his tenants less than a month's notice to 
quit. His decency does not work when his pocket is affected. He 
thinks he is the Voice of God and since this disreputable incident 
has plumed himself on the fact that he is going to get every bikini 
wearer prosecuted for indecency this summer and every shop that 
sells these indecent garments closed. He has also written to the 
board of censors and got a periodical called Man Alive banned. 
The fourth number lies stillborn in the office of the Creation group. 
That he throws people out of work does not worry our sex-obsessed 
J B at all. He is gloating at what he calls "a great victory for 
purity". I am a woman of my generation but I have seen Man Alive 
I think the girly pictures rather silly, I don't care for women's bod­
ies being used this way, but they would not corrupt or excite a boy 
of 14, and the articles by leading Irish writers are good. Humae 
Vitae is J. B. Murray’s fixation. He says it is the authentic voice 
of God and anyone who disobeys it or speaks against it will go to 
hell. I asked him if this was so why he was not keeping Sumnis 
desiderantes (the papal lencyl ical which orders the faithful to hunt 
out witches, torpre them to make them confess and then put them to 
death). It has never been repealed and as late as the 1930s one 
Father Montague Summers was bellyaching to have it used again. 
Or Divini Redemtorist? Which says all old or out of work or sick 
are to be housed and kept in frugal comfort by the state, and it 
does not mean skilly in the workhouse, or one room with no water 
for a man, his wife and six children and another on the way. J.B. 
never answers questions. He is slithery. He has not a qualm about 
rendering eight families homeless as long as the young ones have a 
baby a year. He is backed to the hilt by two elderly maiden ladies. 
Freud had a word for it. He SAYS he has received a lot of money. 
I immediately wrote asking to see his accounts. No reply. (My 
housing accounts are open to public inspection at any time.) He 
does not on his own word know how many people belong to his 
league but he will be far worse even than your Mary Whitehouse.

When we breed Paisleys and Murrays what can we expect but may­
hem and murder? Note neither are of Irish descent. Both names 
are Scots, but of course the word Scot simply means Irishman from 
when we invaded Scotland, the land of the Irish, and chucked out 
the picts. What a country. Personally I think the media give FAR 
too much publicity to such men who are really show-offs. They 
would die out if no notice was taken of them, but I must plead 
guilty myself.

Hilary Boyle.




