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FIVE PENCE

~ PLENTY in the midst of

POVERTY?

AS FORECAST, the World Food
Conference in Rome has closed
without any decisive steps,
other than palliatives, to
solve the problem of world
hunger. It gave the techno-
logically superior nations of
the world a chance to fling a
coin or two in the collection
plate, to 'tut-tut' at the
sexual improvidence of the
'under-developed' nations and
point out their own problems
with, as the predictable Sun-
day Telegraph did, a dragging
in of the ideas of Malthus.

It is no accident that every
age gets the prophet-populari-

ser-publicist it deserves - and

needs - to maintain the rulers
of that age. In the same way
that Darwin's 'survival of the
fittest' was popularised in
order to justify the ways of
capitalist industrialism to
man, so was Malthus's doctrine
of a poor world brought in to
justify a system of checks and
balances (including nature's
pruning hook --war). The eug-
enic ideas of Sir Keith Joseph
and the ever-present idea of
compulsory sterilisation and
socially-urged birth control
for the lesser breeds and
greater breeders hovers like a
vulture over the famished dead.

But the technologically supe-
rior powers have found them-
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"AS | READ THE BUDGET, HONEY, IT

SEEMS THE EXPERTS ARE UP SHIT CREEK

AND WE HAVE TO WORK HARDER AND
EAT LESS TO BAIL THEM OUT."

; A 0.!". ‘e @ - . - - » < . .t .
. - : & - ¢ NS o8 - ¢ “ . . "y . >
b = AL e e R R S B R A g

vw. e . “ Sk 2N .-:' ,’.::
T ArtHU, MOYSE~'

»
T

selves in a neo-Malthusian dil-
emma of their own making. Due
partially to wanton profligacy
with limited resources of ener-
gy and to the workings of cap-
italism, technological man has
found himself running short of
energy. It is obvious that his
first instinct in this dilemma
is not to stop bringing into
the world mor apparatus or in-
ternal combustion machines
which eat up the dwindling
sources of energy; he is not
advised to change his whole
life style so that he may live.
He is cajoled and only finan-
cially discouraged from using
petrol whilst at the same time
efforts are made to bribe
miners to bring up more black
gold from the reluctant earth.

At the same time as it is
thought that the problem of
food shortages can be solved by
an appeal to the oil-rich Arabs
the devious Dr. Kissinger has
thought up a scheme for boycot-
ting the Arabs by a consumer-
strike. Neither of these 1ideas
will work, for the nation-
states by their own ethos of
survival cannot and will not
co—-operate and the grand doub
double-cross is the usual meth-
od of diplomacy and commerce.
And the Israelis know who will
be the next likely wvictim to
pay the price of o1il.

This is a time for strenuous
reappraisal. The coincidence
of inflation and shortages has
called for some heavy thinking.
Are we in a world of plenty?
Or in a world of poverty?

* * *

It will be interesting to see
what Ralf Dahrendorf, the new
head of the London School of
Economics (formerly of E.E.C.)
comes up with in his Reith
lectures (BBC Radio 4, Wednes-
days). So far he has posited
the problems and made the sta
statement that the results of
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AN ARTIGLE OF FAITH

WE APPLAUD the decision of
the coalminers to reject the
National Coal Board's product=
ivity deal. There seems no
doubt that the Board's scheme
was aimed at dividing the min-
ers between those who work ia
areas like Nottingham, where
the seams are accessible, and
those like South Wales, where
they are difficult. The
Board's first offer wanted the
productivity scheme operated
coalface by coalface; however
they did concede, which they
were prepared to do, that the
scheme should be based on the
total output of each pit.

After the national executive
of the National Union of Mine-
workers rejected the Board's
scheme, a ceaseless propaganda
war was waged. The "dirty
tricks" department of the
Board was at full pelt. Those
who are surprised atthis how-
ever fail to understand the
class nature of our society.
The Bowrd and the government
want 120 million tons dug each
year. While the N.,U.M. and
the T.U.C. are in agreement

- with this annual target, why

should it be done under a
scheme which virtually puts
the miners onto a piece-work
system, turning pit against
pit and area against area? The
scheme was a classic example
of divide and rule. Throughout
their history the miners have
struggled against such divisi-
ons and it was only in 1966
that district rates and piece-

work were abandoned for a
national rate. For many miners
the national rate is an article
of faith. It formed part of
the miners' union's policy in
the bitter struggle before the
First World War. In 1926 the
Nottingham miners' decision to
return-to-work and form their
own union also assisted the
private employers in maintain-
ing district rates.

What many people don't real
ise is that the 1966 agreement
made some miners worse off. But
it did achieve a national rate
and a national unity which has
paid off in the confrontations
with the Tory governmeant in

1972 and 1974.

The rejection of the product-
ivity deal now means that the
miners will demand a stright
increase. There is still some
talk of a productivity deal as
the rejection was about meth-
ods of payment. Mr. Gormley,

NUM president, an arden suppor-

ter of the Labour Party and the
present government, has been
urging miners to dig the 120
million tons of coal necessary
to provide enough power through
out the winter. He wants the
miners to prove to the British
people that nationalisation was
not a dirty word: "The first
responsibility of this union

1s to encourage its members to
provide the coal which Britain
needs."
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