
frontations, which is probable, they 
have failed; except to heighten the 
authoritarian nature of the state and 
(with the pre-election kidnapping) 
swing the voters further over to the 
right. On the basis of the well-known 
communist theory of "increasing mis­
ery" perhaps they have succeeded, but 
since the expectation of revolt through 
misery is unfounded they have failed.

The kidnappers have succeeded if 
such demonstration were still neces­
sary,- in showing the vulnerability of

THE LORENZ KIDNAPPING

WHILST WE ha ve no sympathy with 
politicians who loudly complain when »
their own ultimate weapons, force and 
the threat of force, are used against 
them, and whilst we applaud the rel­
ease/escape of anybody from prison, 
we cannot express ourselves as con­
tent with the 2nd June Movement kid- 
nap/escapade, whatever its outcome.

We understand that the 2nd June
Movement is claimed to be an anarch- . 
ist grouping. Such a claim is given 
support in Black Flag Vol. 3, no. 14, 
Oct. 1974. However, such claims 
have been made before and we have 
found that those making them have 
given their support to such causes as 
the Vietcong in Vietnam. Questions 
of national liberation do not fall within 
the ideals of anarchism, but really
this is secondary to the fact that the w 
2nd June Movement are claimed to be 
anarchist.

We will also dispute the claim that 
they are a "Movement". Such a des­
cription implies an organisation which 
has links throughout the country and, 
indeed, internationally. The dramat­
ic kidnapping, however, seems to 
point to a closely knit group which, 
because of the nature of its deeds, has 
to make its plans in secrecy. This 
could in itself be called elitism, which 
is authoritarian.

Assuming that the 2nd June Move­
ment is anarchist, we do not agree 
with their action. However, it is al­
so understandable that they should try 
to secure the freedom of members of 
their own "Movement". This is soli­
darity in the extreme meaning of the 
word, since its expression involves 
the lives of those who are making it. 

suffice it that the romantic-leftist 
urban guerilla tendencies of the Red 
Army Fraction, known as the Baader- 
Meinhof group, have long been clear 
to ourselves and to those sections of 
the press which are not intoxicated 
with the pejorative use of the work 
"anarchist" to describe activities
which are basically authoritarian, pol­
itically partisan and power-obsessed.

Where, if an anarchist were seeking 
political haven from persecuting gov­
ernments, could he find refuge? Cer­
tainly not in the authoritarian Third 
World Arab states, nor in liberated 
Cuba, revolutionary China, progres­
sive .bast Germany or radical Russia I 
In short the anarchist has no country 
to which he can look for political app­

roval or unmolested sanctuary to 
preach his primary doctrine of free­
dom from all governments.

We do not question the activities of 
these groups from a pacifist stand­
point. In an extreme situation, under 
a totalitarian government with aware­
ness and cooperation from a substan­
tial section of the population (one 
might say "the workers" but this is 
too hackneyed a term) such bank rob­
beries, kidnappings and even assassi­
nations can be condoned and, indeed, 
can be expected. But the situation in 
West Germany (as elsewhere) is far 
from extreme. The majority of the 
^population is apathetic (not even host­
ile) and the bourgeois effects of the 
"economic miracle” have not yet worn 
off.

If such exploits were staged as con-

the complex state and the supremacy 
of the determined individual, but this 
has never been in doubt and crude acts 
of violent vengeance are both unnece- 
sary and self-defeating in such a con­
flict.

We quarrel both with the means and 
the ends of these anarchists. We do 
not believe in the use of kidnapping as 
a political weapon; we do not believe 
in the extraction of ransom; we do not 
believe in negotiating with states (East, 
West, or Third World) for "political 
asylum" (the offer of such facilities is 
usually political propaganda). We be­
lieve that prisoners (political or other­
wise; there is little difference) should 
be freed and politicians should be de­
prived of power, but the methods for 
attaining these aims must be consistent 
with the end of a free politician-less 
society. The methods of the Baader- 
Meinhof-Red Army Fraction and 2nd 
June Movement are not consistent with 
this.
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Continued on Page 2

"We completely deny everything of 
which we stand accused... We have 
never denied our ideas and our anarcho- 
syndicalist conceptions. Nor will we

All the accused had been picked up 
by the Spanish Special Branch on quite 
another count, namely as being respon­
sible for "the second phase of the 
Suarez operation". This was done at 
the instigation of the French police in­
vestigating the Suarez kidnapping in 
Paris (they also came over to Britain 
in search of information, as a result 
of which David May, a former editor 
of Time Out, now faces trial in London 
for not identifying the man who brought 
him Suarez’s driving licence, as a re­
sult of which the ransom was paid), 
but when the Spanish police could find 
no evidence of their involvement in the 
affair (despite the usual intimidations, 
blackmail, attempts to make the "sus­
pects" contradict each other, pressure 
on their relatives, etc.), they accused 
them of "illegal association" and re­
constituting the CNT. They did this 
because they had become aware of the 
growth of clandestine anarcho-syndica­
list groups in recent months, particu­
larly in Catalonia, following the rep­
ression of the M. I. L. (Iberian Libera- 

fRANCD’S SAVAGE REGIME
tion Movement) with heavysentences on
Luis Pons Llobet and Maria-Angustias 
Mateos Fernandez, and the garrotting 
of Salvadqr Puig Antich. Despite the 
formation of a special Anti-Anarchist
Brigade in Barcelona which has made 
many arrests of "anarchist activists", 
the Spanish Special Branch realized 
that they had made no headway in dis­
covering the organizing nuclei of the 
movement, and so decided to hit at 
them indirectly by making an example 
of the well-known militants they had to 
hand.

WE HAVE now received news of the 
sentences passed on the four Spanish 
anarcho-syndicalists found guilty of 
"illegal association" (see last two is­
sues of FREEDOM). Luis Burro
Molina (already also charged with "il- 
legal propaganda'') got ten years; Luis . 
Andres Edo and David Urbano Bermud­
ez both got five years and Juan 
Ferran serafini three years.

The trial itself has been denounced as 
a travesty of justice by foreign lawyers 
sent as observers (two from France, 
one sent by Frente Libertario, one 
from Milan sent by the Comitato Spagna 
Libertaria, one from Belgium, and Mr. 
Jeffrey Smith of the Inner Temple, on a 
watching brief for the Anarchist Black 
Cross/Black Flag, who also attended 
the appeal of the Carabanchel Ten for 
the Labour Party Spanish Democrats 
Committee). No proof was offered to 
the court: the four men were convicted 
for their opinions and beliefs. In a let­
ter smuggled out of prison before the 
trial the four put it this way:



2 —A FEW .FACTS
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THE LORENZ KIDNAPPING
The BBC's distortions:
I. "The Baade?-Meinhof anarchist

group"
--The first distortion to be nailed is 
that the so-called "Baader-Meinhof" 
group (they call themselves the Red 
Army Fraction which indicates their 
political orientation more clearly) 
are anarchists. They are not. They 
have never claimed to be. They de­
ny it themselves.

II. The second distortion is that this 
kidnapping has been carried out 
by members of the " Baader - 
Meinhof".

--In fact, all the communiques in the 
kidnapping have been signed "2nd June 
Movement".

FRANCO'S SAVAGE REGIME
From Page 1

• <

deny them before the Tribunal. Never­
theless, even if our conceptions have, 
in the past, been translated into milit­
ancy, which has cost (at least two of us) 
terms in prison, we are not engaged in 
any militant activity today. Whilst con­
tinuing to think, today as we did yester­
day, that the current of thought repre1- 
sented by the CNT is the one that best • 
corresponds to our ideas, our militant 
activity is non-existent today, whether 
in the field of organization or of propa­
ganda. .. Because of what we have done 
in the past, we have been brought before 
a court today to be made responsible for 
acts in which we had absolutely no hand 
.. . The police had to find some guilty 
parties. Our previous activities have 
made us perfect scapegoats."

Mr. smith has drawn up a report s 
showing how the sentences couldn’t pos­
sibly have been given in Britain, since 
the offences do not exist. In court the 
four admitted being anarcho-syndicalists, 
but asked how they could be sentenced 
for their beliefs alone when no crimes 
had been proved and it had not even been 
proved that the working class organiza­
tion which they had been charged with 
reconstituting, existed. For similar 
"offences", the leaders of Comisiones 
Obreras have received sentences of 
from one year to 18 months. The excep­
tion was the Carabanchel Ten, but their 
trial came up on the same day that 
Carrero Blanco was blown sky-high, and 
their sentences have been subsequently 
reduced.

We must do what we can to prevent 
these sentences being carried out. We 
must make our protests known to the 
Spanish Government, The Comitato 
Spagna Libertaria recommends the send­
ing of telegrams worded as follows: 
"bixigimos libertad para los anarcosind- 
icalistas Burro, IE do, Urbano, Ferran, 
juzgados sin pruebas por ese Tribunal" 
to the "Tribunal de Orden Publica", 
Plaza Ciudad de Paris, Madrid, Spain. 
Other ways will no doubt suggest them­
selves to our readers.

D. L. M.

III. The third distortion is that the 
people released are members of
the. Baader-Meinhof group. * * 

--Apart from Horst Mahler, who has 
refused to be exchanged, who did 
have formal links with Baader and 
Meinhof, but who has now renounced 
all links with the R. A. F. and joined 
the Maoist K. P. D., the other five 
people are all members of the "2nd 
June Movement".

The group takes its name from the 
2nd June 1967, when a student, Benno 
Ohnesorz, demonstrating against the 
Shah of Persia, was shot dead by the 
police. One of their members was 
Georg von Rauch, a member of the 
German Anarchist Black Cross, who 
was shot by the police on one of their 
searches for members of the R. A. F.

The point remains : can the "2nd 
June Movement" be considered anar­
chist? They were urban guerillas in 
much the same mould as the Red 
Army Fraction, undertaking bank­
robberies and bomb-attacks. In fact 
there were some links between the 
two movements at the beginning of 
their respective lives, but they soon 
split over their ultimate aims. In­
stead of fighting the entire West Ger­
man republic, the " 2nd June Move­
ment" wanted to create a ’free zone' 
in part of West Berlin, which armed 
police would not be able to enter, 
and which they could use as a base 
of operations.

What they have achieved is the 
trial, condemnation and execution of 
one of their own members, Ulrich 
Schmllckers, as a spy, the bombing 
of the British Yacht Club in Berlin- 
Gatow, and various robberies. They 
have attempted to burn down some 
Springer buildings, and have claimed 
the killing of the Berlin judge van 
Drenkmann.

D. L. M.
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— REFERENDUM ——

Heads you win... 
Tails we lose.
WE HAVE now been told the conditions 
under which the referendum on memb­
ership of the E. E. C. will be polled. 
The Question: ’Do you think that the
United Kingdom should stay in the Eui> 
opean Community’ is to be answered 
by a simple ’Yes’ or ’No’. The voting 
will be based upon the electoral regis­
ter and the result will be counted in 
London.

There has been a little discussion in
FREEDOM on the question as to wheth­
er anarchists should vote in such a
referendum. The point of view has 
been expressed that voting ’No’ to the
E. E. C. is an affirmation of our right 
to object, that the man-in-the-street 
is entitled to express an opinion which 
can be acted upon, that a referendum 
is not an election, it wiH be a chance 
to express approval or disapproval.
Other views have also been expressed.

Firstly, if one is not on the elector­
al register one will not have the right 
to vote, some of us are not on the 
register, some of us are on for sordid 
mundane purposes like getting library 
books or council houses but it is im­
probable (and impossible) that any an­
archist would now get himself on the
register for the mere purpose of re­
cording his vote in this issue. Some 
Americans (previously non-voter an­
archists) had themselves restored as 
registered voters for the sole purpose 
of keeping out Barry Goldwater. Who 
did they get? Lyndon Baines Johnson.

The ballot is subject to the same de­
ficiencies as all ballots. If, we are 
assured, one person makes a majori­
ty the E. E. C. is accepted. In fact 
this voting - like all others - is a 
gamble. The simple fact that John
Doe or Mary Roe has a cold and can­
not vote may plunge us into the Com­
mon Market willy-nilly - or out
helter-skelter.

The fact that the count is central­
ised does not worry one unduly; the
Nats are obviously annoyed that they 
cannot prove an alibi. Centralisa­
tion in Government is a fact that they 
are rebelling against so they may 
gain their aim of a separate poll in
Edinburgh and Cardiff. It will 
change little.

Even if we do not confirm our entry 
into the E. E. C. we cannot pretend 
that everything will be the same as 
pre-entry or pre-E. E. C. Accord­
ing to the Guardian (Feb. 24) it is 
held by the E. E. C. that even after 
we leave we shall have obligations to 
the E. E. C. and the E.E.C. will 
have powers to control our economic 
ideas on free trade, etc.

There is satisfaction in scrawling 
’No’ on a wall, which is what voting 
in the referendum is. When one’s 
ambition is to demolish the wall it
is a poor substitute.

Jack Robinson.




