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Revolution or Reaction?
IT IS DIFFICULT to know exactly what 
is going on in Portugal. In a situation 
so ringed with Portuguese censorship 
and security, and British and world 
press bias, the very fluid events of the 
last weeks are capable of several inter­
pretations according to one’s political 
predilections, optimistic hopes or gloo­
my forebodings.

It is easy to make historical parallels 
with Kerensky, Prince Lvov, the Russ­
ian Revolution or the Spanish Civil War 
or even, in more recent history, with 
the unfortunate Allende. But a major 
fact is that there are no absolute histor­
ical parallels. History does not repeat 
itself, men only try to repeat history.

Neither are there any geographical, 
social or political parallels. It is im­
possible in England (or in America) to 
think of an army as a revolutionary or 
even as a reforming institution.

Indeed, embarrassment has been 
caused in international Communist circ­
les by the suppression of the Christian 
Democrats’ party in Portugal at the pre­

who happened to belong to the wrong left­
wing political grouping. A group of Lon­
don Portuguese saw the military Minister 
of Labour in London last week (when he 
was en route to enquire about Swedish 
shipping orders) and complained about 
the party suppression and imprisonments. 
They got no change from the military.

One of th® evidences of revolutionary 
intent by the military government (what’s 
Portuguese for junta?) is the nationaliz­
ation of the banks and insurance compan­
ies. Even a pink British Labour goveriH 
ment under Attlee could (and did)do-more 
than that. The military hint that they 
will remain in power (to guide) even aft­
er the proposed election.

We know too that this Government has 
not yet put on trial its political opponents 
or members of the secret police. What 
has it to fear from such trials, and 
would it not mark some distinction from 
the previous regime for a semblance of 
justice to be offered ?

The people have not spoken yet. They 
believe they will speak through the ballot

box - even in spite of the 57 varieties of 
communism, maoism and trotskyism 
which all taste the same. Some peasants 
here and there have seized land to make 
sure of their future.

Meanwhile we have some indication 
of the revolutionary promise and intent 
of the new Portuguese Government by 
the following from the New York Times 
Service ( reprinted by IWW Industrial 
Defense Bulletin, Ontario):

— PACT WITH SPAIN

"Portuguese Foreign Minister Mario 
Soares revealed in an interview publish 
-ed here yesterday that his Government 
had an understanding with the Spanish 
Government to restrict the activities of 
each government’s opponents in the oth­
er country.

" The existence of such an agreement 
was acknowledged by Mr. Soares in an 
interview given in Lisbon to Marcel 
Niedergang of the Paris newspaper, 
Le Monde.

'' Replying to a que stion about the can­
cellation of a meeting in Lisbon to pro­
test against the Spanish Government, 
Mr. Soares said: ’Our good relations 
with our Spanish neighbours could have 
been hampered by that meeting. ’

" The Foreign Minister, leader of the 
Portuguese Socialist Party, added: 
’We have reached agreement with the 
Spaniards that each side proceed with 
the maximum of realism and cautious­
ness. An escalation of violence could 
lead very far and be very near danger­
ous for Portugal as well as for Spain. 
We agree on this with Madrid, ’ Mr. 
Soares said, adding that in the instance
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cise time that the Italian Communist Par­
ty has re-affirmed its alliance with the 
Italian Christian Democrats. Political 
parties of the same name and tendencies 
are not the same in all countries. Not 
even all anarchists are alike ’.

Although we hold no brief for democ­
racy (as normally defined) or elections, 
it would seem to be a bad omen for free­
dom of political thought in Portugal to 
ban political parties, whether or right or 
left, no matter how extreme.

The reason has been put forward that 
the attempted coup d'etat (if such it was) 
made it necessary to be more vigilant. 
Predictably, revelations of a C. I. A. 
plot have been unearthed and the scepti­
cal anarchist may query why this has 
been so long delayed.

The even more sceptical (and there 
are some in Portugal) may even query if 
the reported coup took place at all, or in 
the form reported. It may be, as has 
worked before, that Government agents 
were planted in reactionary circles and 
instigated an ill-prepared attack which 
could easily be nipped in the bud and 
justify the subsequent repressions which 
are only a logical development of that 
which has gone on for some time.

Coupled with this suppression was the 
imprisonment of two newly-elected offi­
cials of the Chemical Workers Uniorv 

IN ROME THE OTHER WEEK a new call to 
civil disobedience came From the recently for­
med group of trade unionists, the "Committee 
for Fiscal Justice”. The Committee urges hus­
bands and wives not to comply with the rule on 
the declaration of joint income, which it con­
siders to be one of the many unjust aspects of a 
tax system "clearly anti-social and anti-work­
er". (Corriere della Sera, 6th March).

Camillo.Benvenuto, one of the Committee 
members, admits refusal to declare joint income 
could well be interpreted as an act of civil dis­
obedience. But he quickly alludes to the abuse 
of power by government corporations and ad­
ministration, the clientelism, the cheating of 
the public over food prices, the bureaucratic 
obstructionism, the pollution, the building 
speculation, etc. The workers, he says, have 
no part in all that. "But if our action is one of 
civil disobedience in the sense that it’s a rev­
olt against injustice, then all the other actions 
I've just mentioned are forms of uncivil disob­
edience."

The most striking outburst of civil disobedi­
ence in Italy took place last autumn in Turin 
and Milan, where as much as 30 per cent, of 
the working population refused to pay fare in­
creases on public transport. Sheet metal work­
ers and commuters joined in the campaign.

Many who took part were old hands at 'block­
ing trains at dawn in stations lost in mist be­
tween Crema and Lodi, with a police-force 
that dares not interfere, since two thousand 
workers lined up defensively on railway ball­
ast, strike fear into the hearts even of those 
with shields and cudgels" (L'Espresso, 6.10. 
74). That same autumn the local inhabitants of 
the Como region, incensed with the weekend 
visitors from the city who drove blithely down 
into the Vai Cavargna to make off with the 
mushroom harvest, blew up the valley's bridge 
and slashed sixty car tyres. In Naples unem­
ployed people occupied public buildings (asis 
now happening in Sardinia where fishermen 
have been put in jail for fishing on a lake the 
State, the Sardinian Region and the local bar­
ons all claim is their own I) and in the suburbs 
of Rome, autonomous workers' collectives and 
area committees began fixing their own rents 
and slashing prices (autoriduzione). In fact, 
this kind of thing has been going on for about 
three years in the poorer quarters of the city, 
especially where rent fixing is concerned. 
Some people began printing their own news­
paper. On the walls slogans read We 'll w 
the light bills at eight lire per kilowatt like 
the bosses!", referring to the electricity com-
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PORTUGAL continued from Page 1 
of the banned protest meeting, 'Spain 
didn’t brandish any threat, did not put 
pressure on us, only informed us dis­
creetly of its preoccupation. We took 
note of this. ’

In the background of the Portuguese- 
Spanish agreement to minimize friction 
between the two countries is the fact 
that the new Portuguese Government 
that took over last April is still fragild1

We can hear hisses of 'C.I. A. .inspi­
red', but it all rings true to the form 
that we anarchists expect of States and 
Governments - right, left and centre.

Jack Robinson.

DEF LA TE ! continued from Page l 
ponies who chaige private users 45 lire per kil­
owatt but the big companies,only five or eight 
lire. In Turin groups of people cut their own 
electricity, heating and water bills sometimes 
by 50 per cent, without awaiting the cautious 
advice of their trade unions or the Communist­
run area committees. The Turin Camera del 
Lavoro was obi iged to support some of the spon­
taneous new groups of militants and workers by 
accepting the reduced bills.

Referring to "autoriduzione” in Umanita
Nova of 15th February this year, a group of 
Turin anarchists attacks the centralised trade 
unions for making their members now pay the 
overdue differentials together with a new lot of 
rises without even consulting them. The work­
ers feel a "confused love-hate relationship with 
the trade unions who, before the betrayal, 
were still thought of as the indisputable refer­
ence points of the working class." The Turin 
anarchists hope the trade unions' actions will 
accelerate the formation of autonomous groups 
throughout the city. At the same time, to 
judge by the new call to disobedience by the 
Committee for Fiscal Justice, some trade un­
ion members seem to be changing their minds 
about civil disobedience campaigns.

In Britain squattings and occupations have 
been among the commonest forms of civil disob­
edience, but have been carried out in general 
with little public sympathy, let alone particip­
ation. This, of course, is partly due to the re­
markable achievement of our "liberal democr­
acy" in lulling the majority into a persistent, 
Panglossian assumption that we live in the best 
- and freest - of all possible worlds. How many 
people have we not heard drawing that incorr­
igible Doctor's conclusion that - with apolog­
ies to Voltaire - if you didn't work on the as­
sembly line for x hours a day, and if you didn't 
welcome with cries of joy the construction of a 
petro-chemical plant or motorway in your back 
garden, and if you didn't accept enforced sci­
entific experimentation with your fellow creat­
ures, human and non-human, and if you didn't 
let the Army spray all those nasty blackbirds 
with detergent so they'd freeze to death, and 
if you didn't go into the Common Market, and 
in short if you didn't put your faith in the bus­
inessmen, the scientists, the planners and the 
politicians who always know what is for the 
best in this best of worlds, you wouldn't be sit­
ting here now eating candied fruit and pistac- 
chio nuts in freedom I

Yet Parliament has been living off its demo­
cratic-reputation $»nce Magna Carta, even 
though, television cameras or not, its facade 
has long grown wafer-thin, if not painfully 
transparent. (Any naive person or persons who 
have tried to stir the consciences of our ruling 
class by the law-abiding means of letter-writing

THE All London Squatters GLC Act­
ion Group says:
"Recently the GLC (Greater London 
Council) has mounted a large scale 
publicity campaign against squatters, 
who are of course just homeless people 
who have been forced to take action by 
the housing crisis. They created the 
label ’smash and grab squatter’ which 
associates squatters who stand up for 
their right to a home with destructive 
vandals. . . We believe that some as­
pects of the GLC’s own housing policy 
shows a record of destructiveness and 
failure, for which it would be glad to 
find a scapegoat in squatters. How­
ever, there are thousands of homeless 
and yet more empty dwellings in Lond­
on; ; so it is reasonable to see the 
squatting movement as a constructive 
movement, and squatters as the unfor­
tunate victims of a housing system 
which has inbuilt homelessness, rather 
thanTsT the cause of the housing 
crisis.

EAST LONDON VANDALS

Tower Hamlets, the London borough 
9

where are own premises are, is the 
working class area where the working 
people and poor immigrants who from 
the beginning of this century, and be­
fore, manned the docks and treadled 
out the production of the sweat shops 
against which Rudolf Robker inspired 
and helped organize the workers' res­
istance. Despite material improve­
ment and large rebuilding projects 
since the devastation of the Second 

AS A POSTMAN, I hope the public 
will boycott the 7p letter post. If 
they do they will turn the second- 
class mail service into a fir st-class 
one.
I cannot imagine any postmaster al­
lowing his postmen to stand idle 
while he has mail in his office. So 
if all the letters are 5^-p ones, they 
will go out straight away like the 7p 
ones do now.

Postman (Stafford)
— Letter in The Sun

only to receive cold and polite - or not so pol­
ite - acknowledgements in return, or to protest 
to their local "representative" only to be con­
fronted with a vague and condescending assur­
ance that their views will be "noted" - or even 
with an honest warning that he cannot promise 
to be in the House at the right moment to make 
their protest known, will be tempted to think 
again about those tired old arguments against 
civil disobedience).

Direct action and civil disobedience on a 
laege scale, on the truly civil issues of consc­
ience and freedom, provide the only effective 
method of challenging our democratic despots 
from their committee rooms and laboratories 
into the severe light of day. Wherte, though, 
are the Londoners of yesteryear who, through 
open disobedience to government played so 
vital a part in securing our liberties (and not 
least freedom of the press) in the ageraf Wilkes? 
Did they emigrate to Italy perhaps?

G. F.

World War, the borough is still dirty, 
poor, and with a large population of 
people who need homes. For long 
years the council has had an unshak­
able Labour majority, plus a couple of 
Communist members.

The borough contains many blocks of 
flats and streets of houses scheduled 
for demolition. And several groups of 
squatters who have been occupying 
these in the last few years. On Mon­
day, March 3rd the council's demoli­
tion contractors arrived in Corfield 
Street, Bethnal-Green with a bulldoz­
er the scoop of which was loaded with 
bricks, and deliberately smashed the 
mains pipe conducting water to the 
block of flats occupied by squatters. 
A local newspaper (East London Ad­
vertiser) reported this as "the latest 
in a series of flashpoints between 
squatters and demolition workers.
There were ugly scenes when squat­
ters tried to prevent workmen from
smashing up empty flats three weeks 
„ •*ago.

The squatters challenged the council 
on the legality of depriving them of 
water, and we understand they did get 
the water supply repaired.

Another local paper this week 
(Stratford and Newham Express,21
March) carries a two-page sympathe­
tic feature on squatting in Newham, 
where, they say, "All over Newham 
houses are standing empty - some 
for reasons of redevelopment, others 
for reasons of profit. . . The council 
has ten families squatting on its pro­
perty" -- but in the editorial para­
graph introducing the feature they say 
"their exact number is not known - 
much of the success of squatting de­
pends on its secrecy. Some are in 
council property, others in private. "

The Newham council has not come to 
the modus vivendi with squatters that 
operates in several other boroughs. 
Its policy is " We would go to court to 
repossess the house. Once that order 
came through we would look at the fam­
ilies to see if they could be rehoused. 
If they couldn't, and that would depend 
on their circumstances, we would try 
and be as helpful as we could. "

About privately owned property, a 
spokesman for the community action 
group, "East", said "a lot of property 
is left empty by private landlords who 
want to sell at the right time. It's am­
azing. You never see these people 
from one year to the next, but as soon 
as they get a squatter in they suddenly 
take an interest in that house. " He 
also said that the council have started 
smashing down houses very quickly
now, rather than leaving them empty.

All London Squatters GLC Action 
Group has started an Inquiry in order 
to "investigate the mechanism of this 
housing crisis (especially the role of 
the GLC - the largest strategic hous-
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