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AFTER VIETNAM

ACCORDING TO the Daily Telegraph,
(28.4.75), an Irish nun who has been
working in South Vietnam for seventeen
uears said of the American evacuation
of Vietnam "'This last rush to the Uni-
ted States is the stupidest thing I have
ever seen. LThey'rg] evacuating chil-
dren for cuddling and prostitutes for
sleeping with. They're rushing like
bulls in a mist." The hasty evacuation -
of Americans, their dependants and
some of their sympathisers and colla-
borators bears all the hallmarks of
unconsidered action and will doubtless

- engender hatred in South Vietnam and
some bad feeling in America.

One realises that the civilians and
many of the lower rank soldiers are ex-
pendable, and indeed, whether one be-
-lives or disbelieves atrocity stories
already appearing, civilians and lower-
rank soldiers are unlikely to suffer
physically from the exercise of power
by the conquering 'liberation' army.

The majority of citizens live lives of
"such unpolitical usefulness that they are
unlikely to be involved in resistance
‘activities. Such was indeed the case in
Nazi-held Europe; it is inconceivable
that less than 80% of the population
'collaborated' to the ex‘ent of carrying
on in their usual occupations. Without
that habitual and expected 'collabora-
tion' the Nazis could not have main-
tained their brief power.

American reaction to this defeat (for
such it is) is not surprising. Worried
by inflation and unemployment many
Americans are reacting sharply to
acting as host to these by no means in-

‘nocent victims of a war sponsored and
supported for too many years by a
succession of American presidents (of
both parties). 'Go Home Gooks' is a

frequent cry echoing former protesters'
'Yankee Go Home' and ignoring Ameri-
can pretensions to be a haven for poli-
tical refugees.

The possible acceptance by Britain of

r about 10m, were refugees. The number of orphans was,

The American intervention in Indo-China began as an
experiment in counter-insurgency and deteriorated into one
of the most brutal wars of attrition in modern history.
Both sides committed war crimes, but the brutality of war
was greater because of the guerrilla tactics used by the
North Vietnamese and the American counter-measures.

According ‘to the Indo-China Resource Centre in
Washington, the total casualties, dead and wounded, from
January 1961 to January 1975 was 5,773,190. Excluding
American casualties, this was rather more than 10 per cent
of the population of South and North Vietnam, Cambodia
and Laos.

The dead totalled 2,122,244, including 56,231 Americans.
In comparison, Bntams armed forces lost 305,770 in the
Second World War.

Only approximate figures are available for civilian
casualties, and they are obviously incomplete. From 1965.
South Vietnamese casualties alone totalled 1,540,000, of
whom 440,000 were killed.

Before the final collapse, the South Vietnamese
authorities estimated that 55 per cent of the population,
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some refusees (some have already ar-
rived in overcrowded Hong Kong) would
pose a dilemma both for the militant
Left and the National Front. It would
be interesting to see a probable rever-
sal of roles.

There has been some unjust criticism

| of the left for drawing attention to Am-

erica's flagrant desertion of her allies
after the self-same left had villified
America's participation in the war.
("Trog" of the Observer was guilty of
this fault. He drew a protester-type
viewing the departure of American
refugees from Vietnam, He is sur-
rounded by signs - "Vietnam : GET
OUT ', etcetera. He is shouting
""Heartless Bastards!'' at the television
screen.) This 'heartless' desertion of
former allies (regardless of their wor-
thiness or unworthiness) is not unknown
in war and is one of the grim facts of
military necessity. The desertion of
the Kurds by their allies is the most
recent example ; the Americans deser-
ted the Cuban cause when the Bay of
Pigs venture failed; the British were

accused (rightly) of deserting many of
their allies in the last war, leaving
many to the rigorous regime of Stalin's

nationalist in its impulses.

Russia. Poland, for whom the war was
ostensibly fought, finished the war with
tracts of territory in the hands of her
old enemy, Russia.

This double defeat of America carries
in itself the danger of a growth of right-
wing extremism in the U, S, with echoes
of 'betrayal' and 'appeasement'. Al-
ready the apprehensive domino theory
is being put forward by the fearful but
this seems to be merely a logical ex-
tension of the communist-conspiracy
theory with communists under every
bed in Asia, The Vietnam war like
many 'communist' causes has been
Its aims
and achievements (up to now) have
been reformist. The Vietnamese have
successfully ridden the two horses of
communism: the Chinese and the
Russian.

It remains to be seen which brand of
national communism (if any) the victo-
rious Vietnamese will accept. Per-
haps like many national liberation
movements the Vietnamese will play
both ends against the middle.

Whatver happens it is a problem for
the authoritarian ILeft to find a new
cause to follow and a new enemy to
hate. The broad simplicities of the
Vietnam war will not survive the com-
plexities of rebuilding Vietnam, in
which we wish the people luck.

And they will need it. From being
the puppets of America, it will prob-
ably be their further fate to be a dis-
cussion point between Russia and
China, whose undoubted assistance
will no doubt have to be paid for.
But there never was a good war or a

bad peace.
| Jack Robinson.

STRIKING AT A USELESS INDUSTRY

IF THE STRIKE of "stable lads' at
Newmarket achieves nothing else, it
will at last have shown up the sort of
relationship that exists between train-
ers, the "'punters'' and the jockeys on

| one side, and those employed to look

after the horses on the other. Despite
what has been written in the national
newspapers, this relationship seems
to be, if not a feudal one of lord and
serf, then at least a nineteenth-century
oné of master and servant. One can

| imagine the racegoers when they real-

' ised that their afternoon's racing might
‘be interrupted or stopped by a sit-down '

thought .to he about 900,000.
The United States air forces flew 1,899,668 sorties and

dropped 6,727,084 tons of bombs on Indo-China. In com-:

parison the Second World War was a minor operation.
The combined British and American air forces dropped
only, 2,700,000 tons of bombs on Germany.

Apart from bombs, the United States air forces dropped | .
19m gallons of defoliants in South Vietnam. According to

the National Academy of Sciences, 3,500,000 acres were
sprayed, the equivalent of Northern Ireland The effects
could persist for 100 years or more.

A Senate Foreign Relations Subcommittee also reported
that 47,489 canisters of silver iodide were dropped on Indo-
China in attempts to modify the weather.

Every kind of aircraft was used, from B52 bombers and
carrier-based fighter-bombers to helicopters and pilotless
reconnaissance planes. About 8,000 aircraft were lost,
including 4,600 helicopters.

The total military budget, from 1965 to 1974, was
$141,300m. A further $28,684m was spent on aid.

-- from The Times
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of "stable lads''. The same was true

of jockey Willie Carson, who after be-
ing dragged from his horse called upon
the "'punters'' to deal with the strikers.
This they did. It was these people who
‘turned the race meeting into a "'riot"’ by
their bitterness at the thought of these
"stable lads'' depriving them of an after-
noon's sport.

It has been very noticeable that the
reports on the strike appearing in the
national press are mostly written by
the horseracing correspondents. Obvi-
ously their views about the dispute are
coloured by the type of job they do.
They all repeat the Newmarket Train-
ers Federation statements that they
can't pay more than they have already
offered. And that if they give in now
"there won't be a single horse trained
at Newmarket in five years' time''.

The striking "'stable lads'' belong to
the Transport and General Workers'
Union who are demanding a £4.70 &
week increase. The trainers have of-
fered £3. Brough Scott, racing cor-
respondent of the Sunday Times , writes
that ''no more than half of Newmarket's
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