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Russia. Poland, for whom the war was 
ostensibly fought, finished the war with 
tracts of territory in the hands of her 
old enemy, Russia.

This double defeat of America carries 
in itself the danger of a growth of right­
wing extremism in the U. S. with echoes 
of ’betrayal* and 'appeasement*. Al-

some refusees (some have already ar­
rived in overcrowded Hong Kong) would

ACCORDING TO the Daily Telegraph , 
(28. 4. 75), an Irish nun who has been 
working in South Vietnam for seventeen 
uears said of the American evacuation 
of Vietnam ’’This last rush to the Uni­
ted States is the stupidest thing I have 
ever seen. /They're/ evacuating chil­
dren for cuddling and prostitutes for 
sleeping with. They’re rushing like 
bulls in a mist. ” The hasty evacuation • 
of Americans, their dependants and 
some of their sympathisers and colla­
borators bears all the hallmarks of 
unconsidered action and will doubtless 
engender hatred in South Vietnam and
some bad feeling in America.• • • . • •

One realises that the civilians and 
many of the lower rank soldiers are ex­
pendable, and indeed, whether one be- 
lives or disbelieves atrocity stories 
already appearing, civilians and lower- 
rank soldiers are unlikely to suffer 
physically from the exercise of power 
by the conquering ’liberation’ army. 
The majority of citizens live lives of 

’ such unpolitical usefulness that they are 
unlikely to be involved in resistance 
activities. Such was indeed the case in 
Nazi-held Europe; it is inconceivable 
that less than 80% of the population 
’collaborated’ to the extent of carrying 
on in their usual occupations. Without 
that habitual and expected ’collabora­
tion’ the Nazis could not have main­
tained their brief power.

pose a dilemma both for the militant 
Left and the National Front. It would 
be interesting to see a probable rever­
sal of roles.

There has been some unjust criticism 
I of the left |or drawing attention to Am­

erica’s flagrant desertion of her allies 
after the self-same left had villified 
America’s participation in the war. 

("Trog" of the Observer was guilty of 
this fault. He drew a protester-type 
viewing the departure of American 
refugees from Vietnam, He is sur­
rounded by signs - ’’Vietnam :: GET 
OUT P", etcetera. He is shouting 
’’Heartless Bastards.’" at the television 
screen.) This ’heartless’ desertion of 
former allies (regardless of their wor­
thiness or unworthiness) is not unknown 
in war and is one of the grim facts of 
military necessity. The desertion of 
ttie Kurds by their allies is the most 
recent example ; the Americans deser­
ted tiie Cuban cause when the Bay of 
Pigs venture failed; the British were 
accused (rightly) of deserting many of 
their allies in the last war, leaving 
many to the rigorous regime of Stalin’s 

ready the apprehensive domino theory 
is being put forward by the fearful but 
this seems to be merely a logical ex­
tension of the communist-conspiracy 
theory with communists under every 
bed in Asia. The Vietnam war like 
many ’communist’ causes has been 
nationalist in its impulses. Its aims 
and achievements (up to now) have 
been reformist. The Vietnamese have 
successfully ridden the two horses of 
communism: the Chinese and the 
Russian.-

It remains to be seen which brand of 
national communism (if any) the victo­
rious Vietnamese will accept. Per­
haps like many national liberation 
movements the Vietnamese will play 
both ends against the middle.

Whatver happens it is a problem for 
the authoritarian Left to find a new 
cause to follow and a new enemy to 
hate. The broad simplicities of the 
Vietnam war will not survive the com­
plexities of rebuilding Vietnam, in 
which we wish the people luck.

And they will need it. From being 
the puppets of America, it will prob­
ably be their further fate to be a dis­
cussion point between Russia and 
China, whose undoubted assistance 
will no doubt have to be paid for. 
But there never was a good war or a 
bad peace.

Jack Robinson.

STRIKING AT A USELESS INDUSTRY
American reaction to this defeat (for 

such it is) is not surprising. Worried 
by inflation and unemployment many 
Americans are reacting sharply to 
acting as host to these by no means in­
nocent victims of a war sponsored and 
supported for too many years by a 
succession of American presidents (of 
both parties). ’Go Home Gooks’ is a 
frequent cry echoing former protesters’ 
’Yankee Go Home’ and ignoring Ameri­
can pretensions to be a haven for poli­
tical refugees.

The possible acceptance by Britain of

IF THE STRIKE of ’’stable lads” at 
Newmarket achieves nothing else, it 
will at last have shown up the sort of 
relationship that exists between train­
ers, the "punters" and the jockeys on 
one side, and those employed to look 
after the horses on the other. Despite 
what has been written in the national 
newspapers, this relationship seems 
to be, if not a feudal one of lord and 
serf, then at least a nineteenth-centurj 
one of master and servant. One can 
imagine the racegoers when they real- 

Iised that their afternoon’s racing might 
be interrupted or stopped by a sit-down

The American intervention in Indo-China began as an 
experiment in counter-insurgency and deteriorated into one 
of the most brutal wars of attrition in modern history. 
Both sides committed war crimes, but the brutality of war 
was greater because of the guerrilla tactics used by the 
North Vietnamese and the American counter-measures.

According to the Indo-China Resource Centre in 
Washington, the total casualties, dead and wounded, from 
January 1961 to January 1975 was 5,773,190. Excluding 
American casualties, this was rather more than 10 per cent 
of the population of South and North Vietnam, Cambodia 
and Laos.

The dead totalled 2,122,244, including 56,231 Americans. 
In comparison, Britain’s armed forces lost 305,770 in the 
Second World War.

Only approximate figures are available for civilian 
casualties, and they are obviously incomplete. From 1965, 
South Vietnamese casualties alone totalled 1,540,000, of 
whom 440,000 were killed.

Before the final collapse, the South Vietnamese 
authorities estimated that 55 per cent of the population,

about 10m, were refugees. The number of orphans was 
thought to l?e about 900,000.

The United States air forces flew 1,899,668 sorties and 
dropped 6,727,084 tons of bombs on Indo-China. In com­
parison the Second World War was a minor operation. 
The combined British and American air forces dropped 
only, 2,700,000 tons of bombs on Germany.

Apart from bombs, the United States air forces dropped 
19m gallons of defoliants in South Vietnam. According to 
the National Academy of Sciences, 3,500,000 acres were 
sprayed, the equivalent of Northern Ireland. The effects 
could persist for 100 years or more.

A Senate Foreign Relations Subcommittee also reported 
that 47,489 canisters of silver iodide were dropped on Indo- 
China in attempts to modify the weather.

Every kind of aircraft was used, from B52 bombers and 
carrier-based fighter-bombers to helicopters and pilotless 
reconnaissance planes. About 8,000 aircraft were lost, 
including 4,600 helicopters.

The total military budget, from 1965 to 1974, was 
$141,300m. A further $28,684m was spent on aid.

of "stable lads". The same was true 
of jockey Willie Carson, who after be­
ing dragged from his horse called upon 
the "punters" to deal with the strikers.
This they did. It was these people who 
turned the race meeting into a "riot" by 
their bitterness at the thought of these 
"stable lads" depriving them of an after­
noon's sport.

It has been very noticeable that the 
reports on the strike appearing in the 
national press are mostly written by 
the horseracing correspondents. Obvi­
ously their views about the dispute are 
coloured by the type of job they do. 
They all repeat the Newmarket Train­
ers Federation statements that they 
can’t pay more than they have already 
offered. And that if they give in now 
"there won't be a single horse trained 
at Newmarket in five years’ time'.'.

The striking "stable lads" belong to 
the Transport and General Workers' 
Union who are demanding a £4. 70 i 
week increase. The trainers have of­
fered £3. Brough Scott, racing cor­
respondent of the Sunday Times , writes 
that "no more than half of Newmarket's

- from The Times ,• Continued on Page 2
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700 lads are in the union and only 30 % 
of the total came out on strike, and 
Newmarket is far the strongest TGWU 
training centre”. The lads get £35 
a week for a seven-day week, but a 
bonus is gained if your horse wins. 
This is fine if you work with a good 
horse, but as any punter” will tell 
you, many horses never even get a 
place.

The TGWU policy is to recruit every*- 
one they can get. Certainly in the nor­
mal industrial sense, the ’’stable lads” 
need organisation. Their lot has only 
improved because other workers’ stan­
dards have risen, not because the train­
ers are a good lot. They, like any 
other employer, as in business to make 
a profit. They charge the owners of 
horses they train a fee. An owner can 
win thousands of pounds, but obviously 
none of them are short of money; they 
own horses in order to indulge a fancy.

Horse racing may no longer be the 
sport of kings, but it certainly belongs 
to the rich, if not the idle rich. It also 
gives many a working man and woman 
a pie-in-the-sky hope of winning a for­
tune. But like any industry - and 
horse racing and breeding are an indus­
try helping our balance of payments - 
it's there to make a profit. Those 
"stable lads” who haven't joined the 
union or are not striking might see 
themselves in the future as jockeys or 
trainers joining the privileged side of 
the industry. Others might, as one 
racegoer in the grandstand was reported 
as saying, "fnotj want a job in racing, 
they just want anything that keeps them 
away from a factory bench”.

TOWER HAMLETS

OVER THE last two weeks (to May 
1st) there has been a series of 
events.

After a four-day trial at Inner Lon­
don Crown Sessions, three squatters 
were sentenced on 28 April to six 
months imprisonment (suspended) and 
ordered to pay a total of £ 270 costs. 
They had been involved in the debrick­
ing of a house for a homeless family.

Two CID men from Arbour Square 
police station who had been present at 
the trial were among 8 policemen who, 
accompanied by a dog, made a ludic­
rous search of two squats (including 
the office of the squatting group) in 
Stepney on April 30th. They arrived 
saying they were looking for stolen 
property, then said they were looking 
for a gun, and finally "for a stolen 
gun”. Floorboards were taken up but 
nothing found.

The local police may have also been 
irritated by complaints from squatters 
to M. P. s and to A10 over poliqe rac­
ism locally. In Poplar, Bengali ten­
ants have suffered a series of assaults 
over the last six weeks, and the police 
have refused to do anything. In 
stepney, police arrested three squat­
ter Bengalis for grievous bodily harm 
on the evidence of two white youths, 
and refused to listen to any of the 
West Indian, Bengali or white 
(squatter) eye-witnesses.

Also on April 30th there was a brut-
That, in itself, is an indictment of our

present system. Certainly the regular 
visitors to the grandstands at Newmarks 
know nothing of factory benches. But 
it's this attitude, this relationship of 
keeping your place which still prevails 
in horse r acing. Indeed it prevails
throughout our economic system, except 
that this type of action was thought to 
happen only in the cities and factories. 
Those messy, dirty places where the
great unwashed live. Here at Newmar 
ket at least we thought everyone knew
their place.

Well, the trainers can be forced to 
pay up, if enough give their support. 
After all, the others will get the increa­
ses the strikers have fought for. The 
action of the television workers in refu­
sing to cross the picket line last Fri 
is the sort of solidarity needed, but if
the TGWU really meant busines they
could stop all racing.

However, as with much employment 
in our present capitalist society, horse 
racing is a useless activity as far as it 
concerns the community. No one would 
watch horse racing if it wasn't for the 
betting. There are plenty of people 
who enjoy working with horses who 
could find more useful employment at
riding stables, which at least give peo­
ple pleasure. But horse racing is a 
rich industry, made so because people 
like a bet or think they can win their 
way to an easy life. Remove the 
chance of winning money and horse 
racing is finished. p t.

al eviction of a squatting family in 
Poplar. There had been an attempt 
by bailiffs on the 23rd, which had 
been foiled by over 25 people. Lime­
house police had refused to be involved 
on that occasion. However, on the 
30th at least six police accompanied 
bailiffs in an early morning raid on 
the squat. Constables H334 and 
H240 dragged the women and children 
our of the flat by the hair, throat, and 
with arms twisted behind their backs. 
The two women and four children 
were forced out without the opportun­
ity to take anything from the flats, and 
were left shivering in light clothing 
and without shoes. so hasty was the 
operation that the flat was on the point 
of being padlocked with a year old 
child still inside. (Other police in­
volved in the eviction were constables 
H342, H305 and H386, and an Inspect­
or from Limehouse station.) After­
wards a squatter who had been at the 
scene was picked up and held for two 
hours before being released without be­
ing charged. The flat was resquatted.

Tower Hamlets Council continue to 
refuse to talk to Corfield Street squat­
ters (see FREEDOM 29 March). The 
co-op have asked the council for anoth­
er empty block if the council want to 
demolish C,or fie Id Street (for which 
there, is a plan to clear the site for a 
community centre). In an open letter 
to the Leader of the Council the co-op 
declared their intentions: 
”... Corfield Street Co-op has been 
set up by a group of people whose one

_____ X_____
SQUATTERS

COUNCILS
thing in common is thattthey were 
without a proper home... The objectives 
of the Co-op are, in the short term, to 
maintain their position as squatters in 
Corfield Street and to open negotiations 
with the Coun.cil in order to obtain the 
block on a lease/agreement with a view 
to renovating it. In the long term, we 
intend, with financial assistance, to 
renovate the blocks ourselves to a 
standard at least equal to that of sur­
rounding blocks and to live in the pre­
mises at-- an appropriately reduced 
rent.

"We believe that the present housing 
situation is out of control. Homeless­
ness increases every year and conven­
tional housing policies can be seen to 
be a total failure. The effects of this 
have been to destroy traditional East 
End society by forcing people, particu­
larly young people, to leave the area 
and the danger is that Tower Hamlets 
will become an underpopulated area 
with an increasingly oltfer population. 
One way to stop this is by housing co­
ops, whereby people take control of 
their own futures by occupying some of 
the hundreds of empty properties which 
exist in the borough and which the 
Council leave to rot simply because 
they are unable or unwilling to renov­
ate them, even on a temporary basis.

”... we now hear, since the demoli­
tion men moved in, that there is a 
plan to demolish Corfield St. and 
Finnis St. and to build a community 
centre for local people... It was a 
twist of fate that we chose a street 
which local people wanted demolished 
in order that they might have a com­
munity centre on the site. We would 
like to stress that we have no wish to 
deprive them of their centre. We are 
prepared to form our co-op elsehwere 
in the borough if the Council were to 
make available some of the mass of 
empty property that they own... ”

Tower Hamlets Council admit to 
having over 1,300 dwellings empty 
(and over 2,000 empty GLC properties 
in their area.

All but two of the tenants in the 
blocks surrounding Corfield Street 
have signed a petition supporting tne 
squatters.

Greater London Council bureaucrats 
are evicting six groups of squatters 
from mobile houses and flats in Tower 
Hamlets, contrary to present GLC pol­
icy in the area. The six are from a 
list given to the GLC while squatters 
were negotiating for rehousing or rent 
books.

Stepney Squatter.

/_We have seen copies of statements by 
two Bengali squatters whose families 
have been subjected to the attacks men­
tioned in para 3 of this report. Both 
families had been moved out of the GLC 
flats in which they had squatted in
Tower Hamlets into other GLC proper­
ties in Poplar. —Eds./




