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THE RESULT of the EEC Referendum 
is known before one sets down these 
words in ink. The result is increased 
exploitation, increasing insecurity, 
progressive loss of liberty for all sect­
ions of the population - not only the wor­
king class. The problem is not only 
economic but sociological and political, 
with technological growth demanding 
(and getting) new institutions and adapt­
ations to cater for its depredations and 
ambitions.

The pollsters and psephologists have 
been at work assessing the result and 
at the time of writing they prophesy 
51% for staying in, 30% for getting out 
and the rest as ’don’t knows’. It is 
typical of the failure of scientific tech­
nology (of which poll predictions are a 
branch) that such forecasts are often 
incorrect. With the perverseness that 
is the problem and pride of humanity, 
people (a) tell lies to pollsters (b) say 
what they think they should say (c) re­
frain from partaking in a foregone (as 
forecast) conclusion, or (d) partake of 
the ’band-wagon' effect by voting for 
the ’winning’ party. Indeed, the peo­
ple of Norway were, like the British, 
told to vote for entry by both the Gov­
ernment and the Opposition. The re­
sult was --a vote against entry. What 
are we to make Of ja Government which 
issues, at enormous •cost, three pam­
phlets : one the argument for a ’Yes’ 
to the EEC; one a ’No" ; and a third 
giving the Government viewpoint which 
is, naturally, 'Vote Yes' ? We shall 
see.

One cannot say it has been an enthral­
ling campaign. Indeed, it seems to 
have been boring beyond measure. It

The Reluctant Voyeur 

"Want to come in for a vote, 
darling? "

would not be surprising if the absten­
tions (from sheer indifference) reached 
great proportions. Great enough to 
make the result insignificant. In any 
case, since when was 51% sufficient of 
a majority to make any proposition ef­
fectively and co-operatively workable? 
Presumably in a’’democratic decision 
democratically arrived at" the losers 
like all good democrats will obey 
cheerfully the will of the majority.

The question of working within the 
Common Market is an economic deci­
sion already made, which is seeking 
to make itself politically legitimate. 
The discussion on the Market has 
been boring because, in fact, the argu­
ments produced for going in and com­
ing out, arguments mainly centering 
on food and jobs, could statistically 

CONSIDER A certain individual dissatis- 
, fied with his prospects, who decides to 
make a name for himself as a Member . 
of Parliament. tHe gets to Westminster, 
but only just. The seat is precarious, 
and from the uncomfortable insecurity 
and obscurity of the backbenches this 
Honourable Gentleman begins to brood 
upon the need for a public relations ex­
ercise prior to the next elections. You 
never know. They can be called at any 
time these days.

Our MP seeks the advice of a colleague. 
What's the position on Private Members 
Bills? Let me think .. says his friend. 
Legislation’s pending on Dogs who per­
sist in being dirty, but nothing yet on 
Bird Droppings or Cow Pats on public 
footpaths - though they've got round to 
banning Bulls from fields. You might 
be able to do something about Porcu­
pines now one or two have been spotted 
on Salisbury Plain...

Tsht, this is a serious matter, says 
our Honourable Member. It’s Glasgow 
I have to worry about. There's not 
much animal life around there as far as 
I know. But there are a lot of Roman 
Catholics. In fact they gave me quite 
a shock last polling day. A paper 
showed a picture of my Tory opponent 
with a group of nuns calling Labour's 
position on Abortion immoral. How 
would you like that if you were fighting 
a marginal seat with a strong Catholic 

I vote and it happened to you?
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word, are so 'materialistic' they 
are unable to fire anybody's imagina­
tion.
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Alas, the only issues likely to spark 
off any response ar(i the n ationalistic, 
chauvinistic rubbish about imaginary 
'sovereignty'. This patriotic piffle is 
used by both left-wing Tribunite social­
ists and the right-wing Powellites and 
National Fronters who say "No' to the 
Market. The stalking-horse of humani­
tarian internationalism is used by pro­
marketeers. The distinguished 'pro' 
contributions of John Wain and Yehudi 
Menuhin in the Sundays are the kind of 
idealism which is being exploited by 
those in whose interest the EEC is being 
thrust forward.

* * *

In this welter or words we have been 
in danger of getting lost in a dark wood 
of 'sovereignty', 'subsidies', 'commu­
nity' , 'market*,'standards of living', 
'growth', 'world trade', 'agricultural 
policy', 'national identity', 'way of life', 
'decision-making', many of the words 
highly emotive and deprived (by both 
sides) of whatever meaning they still had

Now the decision has been made (or 
has it?) one can coolly look back on his­
tory, and since the national unified state 
is a comparatively recent introduction 
compare the thoughts of contemporary 
anarchists on the forcible or voluntary

time nowadays. I see in France that 
the delectable Simone Veil has actually 
been liberalising abortion. In fact, 
you can get it on demand up to ten 
weeks. The Italians, now they have 
divorce, are clamouring for abortion 
too, and a Rome court's just ruled 
that illegal abortion is unconstituional! 
Dozens of other European countries 
and the USA have abortion on demand. 
Apart from that it's International 
Woman's Year. And now, just to 
keep men in the picture, I hear there’s 
some talk of liberalising Rape. It's 
a bit frustrating being an MP for 
orthodox Catholics nowadays.

Come, come! says his companion. 
Abortion's just the thing. All you 
need is a little subtlety. Gen up on 
the Infringers of the 1967 law. There 
are always some Infringers and 
Exploiters about. Then make an Am­
endment. You'll find co-sponsors 
and supporters right away. Plenty of 
righteous and eloquent Tories, as you 
know, and some on our own side too. 
As for the won® n, apart from Elaine 
and Jill, they might get a bit hyeteri- 
cal, but they' re a tiny minority and
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Continued on Page 2

both be correct since they are based 
upon guesstimates and forecasts 
which require entry or withdrawal to 
prove their validity. Because these 
arguments, to use a modern swear-

. unification of countries like America, 
Italy, Germany and Russia. Rudolf 

. Rocker in his Nationalism and Culture
Continued on Page 2

COMPULSORY MOTHERHOOD
But there you are, says his friend. 

There you have the answer. Ban abor­
tion.

Well, I don't know, sighs our MP. 
Catholics are on the losing side all the
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COMPULSORY MOTHERHOOD from Pl

will be easily outmanned on the Select 
Committee.

Ach, I don’t know, says our perplexed 
Honourable Gentleman, dubiously 
scratching his head. Can’t say as I've 
ever thought much about Abortion in the 
past, to be quite honest.

Since when did that ever matter? ex* 
claims his friend. You can leave the 
publicity to the Society for the Protecti­
on of Unborn Children. They're very 
competent. All you have to do as a 
progressive Labourite is to stress the 
theme of Exploitation in the Private 
Sector. You can't go wrong. Look at 
all those poor innocent lasses from ab­
road, and all those twelve year old kids.

That's how one morning in Internatio­
nal Woman's Year, after the second 
reading of the Abortion (Amendment) 
Bill, a young woman can sit up in bed 
and rub her eyes and blink with surprise 
and a creeping sense of disquiet. She 
realises, like some of the ’ progressive" 
press perhaps, that she has been lulled 
into a false sense of security by all the 
discussion about ending abuses in the 
private sector. But suddenly, some­
how things have got turned round the 
wrong way. Abortion's not all right 
any more. But Rape is. Well, well.

Unfortunately, though, it isn't. Our 
- by now haughtily indignant - MP may 
dismiss talk of a return to the back 
streets as "sheer fantasy" but he 
doesn't explain why. He may advise us 
to "await the considered report, and

CHOOSE YOUR POISON, from Page l 
criticises from an anarchist viewpoint 
the unification of states which were the 
logical forerunner to the present step of 
the unification of Europe. He writes: 
"The delight of the modern bourgeoise 
in the unified state is so great merely 
because it opens an outlook for their 
policy of exploitation such as a federa­
tion of small communities could never 
afford. For the material interests of 
small minorities in a country, the uni­
fied national state has always been a 
blessing. For the freedom of the people 
and the shaping of higher forms of cul­
ture it has always been a misfortune."

Later Rocker writes of the internatio­
nalism of capitalism. "Capitalism to­
day breaks through all frontiers of the 
so-called 'national economic fields' and 
works ever more unequivocally for a 
condition of organized world economy... 
our present economic system has not a 
single national vein in its body, just as 1 
little as the economic systems of the 
past, as economics in general. "

The unification of states was a prelude 
to their war-making careers. The uni­
fication of Europe under the EEC could 
be a prelude to the intensification of a 
trade war, a shooting war or the war 
against the individual by the super-state.

Whatever the results of the referendum, 
to the individual they merely offered a 
choice of poisons. There are antidotes.

Jack Robinson.

hopefully, the redrafted and sophistica­
ted (sophistical?) Bill" before deciding 
on so rash an action as a protest cam­
paign. Yet the consequences are be­
coming increasingly clear. Quite 
simply that a woman would find it ex­
tremely difficult to get a legal abortion 
in this country because

a) of reducing the grounds for abortion 
to ambiguous phrases like "grave" 
and "serious", which leave doctors 
little choice, under threat of a five 
year jail sentence or unlimited fine, 
but to play safe and refuse abortion 
to any but the most obviously risky 
cases,

b) of requiring extra qualifications for 
doctors involved, i. e. that the two 
doctors approving an abortion should 
not be in practice together and that 
one of them should have been quali­
fied for five years,

c) of limiting advice and information to 
registered doctors and government 
approved bodies, thus ruling out 
genuine as well as ungenuine help,

d) of preventing any foreigner who has 
not conceived in this country from 
treatment here.

To quote Time Out, the new Bill 
would "bring a return to a pre-1967 
situation when rich women could afford 
to buy abortions disguised as other op­
erations. The less wealthy had to rely 
on dubious and dangerous backstreet 
operators and the poor on often fatal 
do-it-yourself methods. The new Bill 
could reduce safe legal abortion by two 
thirds, but no law will ever stop the 
practice. .. .In Britain the death rate 
from legal abortion in safe, sterile

PRISON
KILLS1
RAP (Radical Alternatives to Prison) 
publishes a monthly newsletter. The 
May issue recapitulates the tragic life 
and death of a 25-year old man, severe­
ly handicapped by brain damage which 
had resulted from an accident five years 
ago. "Early in 1974 he was gaoled for 
several months on each count for a 
number of petty thefts. On appeal this 
sentence was suspended. At Woodford 
Crown Court on July 8 he was given six 
months on a charge of forgery. This, 
plus the suspended sentence, gave a 
total of four years. Stephen found this 
hard to understand... Most prisoners 
and officers recognised him as harm­
less and childlike and treated him in a 
good humoured manner. However, af­
ter a disastrous confrontation with a 
particular prison officer, he was beaten 
up and segregated. Six. hours later he 
was found hanged by a sheet. " The 
conduct and outcome of the inquest 
caused 175 prisoners to take the coura­
geous step of signing a petition demand­
ing an inquiry, to which the Home Of­
fice has so far failed to respond except 
by the sudden transfer of the initiator 
to Wandsworth and withdrawal of his 

conditions is lower than that for giving 
birth. Yet a predominantly male 
Parliament could pass a law which will 
actually jeopardise the lives and health 
of women".

Apart from this, according, for inst­
ance, to a gynaecologists' report (The 
Times , 20th May), more than 82% of 
abortions in England and Wales on Brit­
ish women are in NHS hospitals or in 
charitable unprofitmaking nursing homes. 
The best way of eliminating abuses, it 
said, was simply, and evidently to im - 
prove facilities within the NHS

But that still leaves a problem. Our 
MP's marginal seat and all his nuns, 
threatening to vote Tory. What should 
one suggest? And then how about those 
distraught souls in SPUC, suffering as 
they obviously do from some acute form 
of existential anguish? The passionate 
and obscene path of dogma has led them 
to forget the particular for the Absolute, 
ignoring the too clearly living for the 
sake of the True Value and Sanctity of 
the unknown, unconscious, just Fertil­
ised Egg. What is all this crap about 
True Value and about Sanctity? Should 
we not rather concentrate our respect 
upon the already conscious personality? 
Are there not moments when a choice 
between life and Life has to be made ? 
Clearly yes, and it is intolerable that 
such a choice should not be left to the 
individual to decide.

Julia. 

** A NATIONAL Abortion Campaign 
Demo wiH be held on Saturday 21 June. 
Assemble at Charing Cross Embank­
ment 2. 30 p. m. to leave at 3. 30 p. m. 
for rally at Speakers' Corner.

privileges.

The issue also contains a letter from 
a prisoner in Finland, sent in Anarch­
ist Solidarity to tell them of prison 
conditions in Finland. He is serving a 
ten-year sentence (for what he does not 
say) of which he has served five years 
in three prisons and is now in a work 
camp for the remainder. He says, 
"In Finland, prisoners have holiday 
rights when half the sentence is served, 
but I don't have the right to go on holi­
day as the authorities regard me as a 
political prisoner and dangerous to the 
state". The comrade states that there 
are about four million people and five 
thousand prisoners in Finland, and the 
way he works it out is that "We five 
thousand prisoners are the foundation 
of the system and we also keep 200,000 
officials employed... and including fam­
ilies about 420,000-430,000 people. "

Readers who think it a good idea to 
get some radical alternatives to prison 
injected into the present system can get 
into touch with RAP at Eastbourne 
House, Bullards Place, London, E.2 
(phone 01-981 0041).

At the General Meeting on Tuesday, 
June 24, Michael Zander will speak on 
"Diversion - an alternative to the crim­
inal process", at 7 p.m. in room 15, 
first floor, Friends Meeting House,
173 Euston Road, London NW1.• •• * ■

MC




