terprise is one example of 'conspicu-

ous consumption' as set forth by Thor-
stein Veblen, Modern society, and
not least, left-wing proponents, are
e R enthusiastic supporters of the creation
anarCh'St fortn'ght'y of work for work's sake. As witness
the equally futile and wasteful space
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"I HAVE TRAVELLED a good deal in able); its pollutive prop.riies are The asroplane as a method of travel
Concord," said H, D, Thoreau, the comparable with its size and its effecis encourages travel for travel's sake,
American philosopiical anarcaist/ upon the upper atmosphere are unpre- When interviewed by the Daily Teleg-
quietiest, a statement which strikes a dictable ; its special phenomena for raph (18 Oct, 1970) an export director
discordant note nowadays == it sounds aeroplanes of its type of sonic booms for a toy (!) firm said, "I sea no ad-
like a publicity agent's dream except are shattering in their effecis; ultim- vantage in the Concorde. There can be
that the British public would say ately, owing %o its special, complex, very few cases where getting to New
'Who's H, D. Thoreau?' and Henry precarious technology, the eifects of York in nearly half the time is that im=--
David was not that kind of man. a disaster at its vaunted nigh-speed nortant. You can always telephoae. =
would be calamitous., A simple flaw

What he meant was that Concord (his would result in passengers and crew Tolstoy somewhere says that the fast-
native village in Massachusetts) was losing consciousness instantly and in er people travel the less important is
enough of a world for him and his whole the blood boiling at the usual flying the destination. This seems particular-
ethos was that of decentralization and height (69,000 feet). (Sunday Times, ly true of air travel, Its popularity
self-sufficiency. He also said, ''Most 19.10.9 5): with show=business personalities (inclu-
of the luxuries and many of the so-cal- ding politicians) is primarily because
led comforts of life are not only not Not only Concorde but Boeing has a one is seen to travel (literally 'conspi-
indispensable, but positive hindrances sudersonic plane on the production cuous consumption’),
to the elevation of mankind, " line, It is not just the Concorde and

the Boeinz whicn emphasize and under- The whole sordid story of Concorde is

Among these 'positive hindrances' line the "hindrance' of the aeroplane. a chapter of air-line politics., HEven the
can be ranked the namesaxke Concorde The aeroplane, in itself, carries all cynical usage of environmental lobbyists
(with an Anglo-Fre: ch '&') which this the faults listed for the Concorde, has obviously taken place., Governments
week has incurred the wrath of Heath- are quite happy to give way to such lob-
row residents and the disapprobation The Concorde is a prestige project bying if it does not interfere with prest-
of many by the revelation that its noise to boost Anglo-French tecnnology, 'ige projects like Concorde.
level is six times that of any other Travel by Concorde is also being put

L . Continued on Pa .=
plane, This makes no difference to its over on snob-apneal, The whole en- S -
operation since aeroplanes are not

B o 1 '

lianle to 'muisance' charges, Q‘ ; ’
This controversial plane is only one

example of the "luxuries' and "com=

forts' with which modern man has en- THE WILLIAM TYNDALE ‘affair' lur- there are differences between 'progres-
meshed himself, The noisz of Con- ches on, Very soon now the junior sives' and 'traditionalists', At William
corde is only one of its drawbacks : school will be closed down and the child- Tyndale, these differences were intense,
_the cost of its development has been ren dispersed, extreme and bitterly pe rsonal,
astronomical (and almost unrecover-
As for the teachers, they will either mxceptional tact, judgement and wis-
be sacked or disposed of in another way, dom were clearly going to bDe needed,
It is said for them, especiaily the young A popular proverb at the time of the
teacners who must to some extent have Renaissance was 'make haste slowly’',
been caught up in a situation they were- Perhaps Terry Ellis made haste a little
n't ready to cope with, It is sad, too, too quickly., Perhaps he allowed hime
for the children, Whatever the rights self to be pushed faster than he wanted
and wronzs, their education must have to go (I am trying to be fair),
suffered over the last year or two,
Many of them must be coafused, bewild- At any rate, by the time Dorothy Mc
ered and insecure, Above all, perhaps, Colgan (herself a controversial figure)
it is a tragedy for the head, Terry joined the staff in the summer of 1974,
Ellis, Born In the East End, he became the-two forces were already drawing “1p
a superb teacher - energetic, imagina- battle positions, Everything that has
tive, full of coacern for children, enjoy happened since is a direct result of de-
ing the trust, respect and affection of cisions that were taken at a very early
them and of the other teachers he work- stage,
ed with, When he was appointed head
of William Tyndale in January 1974 That is not, of course, to say that the
everyone who Xnew him propaesied that present shambles was inevitable., On
he would oe highly successiul the contrary it could have been prevent-
ed many times by decisive action,
What went wronz ? Early on, two other bodies were drawn
in - the managers of the school and the
In fact, Terry Ellis inherited a diffi- I. L.E. A, And for the last year these
cult anﬁ potentially exp'{osive s.ituation. three force§ have been moving round
The school had already been without a each other in a kind of grim and even
head for nearly a year, Its children grotesque parody of a dance of death,
3 SRS and their parents came from very mix-
Now we're comrades --- ed backgrounds, And above all there I see no point in dwelling in detail on
was a huge '"philosopnical' division am-=-

LET'S PISS ON CHINA." { ong the staff, In nearly'all schools Continued o Page 2
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the events of the last few months. They
have been reported in detail, But cer-
tain things need to De said, There is no
doubt that from an early stage some at
least of the managers were strongly dis
dis-satisfied with the way the school
was going. The teachers claim thatthe
motivation for this was and is purely
political, They have maintained
throughout that they are the victims of
a political witch=-hunt, I think this is
an over-simplification. The political-
educational views of some of the staff
were certainly detested by some of the
managers. And inirigues undoubtediy
did take place. Nevertheless, the num-
ber of children at the school dropped
from about 259 to 114 in just over a

year.,

The teachers argue that a caucus of
managers (and the teachers who sym-
nathised with it) induced a state of pan-
ic among the parents who withdrew
their children in increasing numbers,
Cai this be the only explanation ?
Should the changes in teaching methods
at the school have been introduced
more gradually and only after explain-
ing them to the parents ? Was thereto
some extent an abdication of responsi-
bility on the part of the teachers ? (I
am trying to be fair. )

Bitter wrangling, rapidly failing nim-
bers - only the I, L.E. A, (Inner Loa-
don Education Authority) could have
averted a crisis, Terry Ellis
pleasad for them to intervene months
ago, But they did nothing. They
closed their eyes and hoped the proo-
lem would go away. Or pernaps they
nad other more devious motives,
(Islington has set up an Education Ad-
visory Committee, which is highly un-
popular with the I. L. E. A.)

Only now when the situation is be-
yond recall have they acted. Inspeci-
ors have visited the school and nave
issued a highly critical interim report
(The teachers are furious at the way
this report has been 'leaked'.) Much
of what they say is preposierous., They
blame the school, for example, for
linstances of temper tantrums, sulki-
ness and obscene language', Their
views on teaching methods are, as
Terry Ellis says, 'pre-Plowden’,

One wonders how long it was since any
of them had spent more than an hour
in an Inner=-city school.

Meanwhile, only about fifty children
are at scnool, The inspection is to go
on, And a public inquiry into the run-
ning of the school is to start on Ociober

27th, I have little doubt what the event-

ual result will be,

Like Risinghill (1963), the school will
close down or change 1ts name, Like
Risinghill, a number of fundamental is-
sues are involved, issues of exireme
importance, And as with Risinghill the
cause of progressive education has suf-
fered too. For although in many res-

pects the two 'affairs' are very different,

they have both provided ammunition for
educational troglodytes., In Thursday's
Daily Telegraph there is an article by
the one and only Dr. Rhodes Boyson

M., P. in which he says 'we may have to
move to a nationally controlled curricu-
lum and a pledge of ail teachers to up-
hold the monarchy, Parliament and the
rule of law', Coming as they do from a
probable future Secretary of State for
Education, these warnings need to be
taken seriously.

It is not the least tragic aspect of the
events at William Tyndale that they can
be construed as lending specious support
to such terrifying arguments as this.

David Barnett.

THE END OF TECHNOLOGY

Con'rnuef] from Page 1 1

The ends of technology are inconsist-
ent with (in Thoreau's quaint piirase)
'the elevation of mankind', =~ This is re-
flected not oanly in the swift survey of
Concopde but in all developments-of
technology which corrupt, distort and
destroy the luxaries and comforts
which they pretend to promote. Among
the most vivid examples which spring
to mind is the motor-car which has had
its days of glory at Earls Court motor-
show this week., Alistair Aird writes
in The Automative Nightmare : "Each

.year, oae group of people rob the coun-

try of twice as much as all other crim-
inals combined. They seriously
wound five times as many people, and
kill at least twenty times as many.

Yet these destroyers, maimers and
killers are uniquely privileged.” Aird
explains that theszs are the drivers who
are found guilty of a million crimes a
year,

Atomic power has been lauded as the
solution to our energy problems, But
the inherent dangers of its precarious
potential for polluting and destroying
is played down as is the insoluble
problem of disposing of the noxious ly
dangzerous wastes which we can never
destroy but merely bequeath to later
generations. Today's horror story is
of quantities of waste arriving from
Japan for re=-processing.

The contributions of technology to
the complexity of the provision of suf-
ficient, suitable food to & world whose
population has largely profited from
death-coatrol by technology are not so
great as assumed, The failure to allow
peoples access to the birth coatrol
techniques is not the fault of technology
but of governments., Technology with
its application of factory metnods to
farmms has made for altimate poverty
in a world of potential plenty.

Technology, freed of the military-
industrial complex which holds control,
is capable of great things but only if
scaled down to human size. An inter-
mediate technology is desirable and a
senseless accumulation of so-called
"Tuxuries' and 'comforis’ is a blind-
alley, To quote Thoreau again, ''Our
life is frittered away by detail, Simpli-
fy. Simplify. "

There has been much talk of the evil
of materialism and selfishness, In fact
there is much more evil in living for
and through other people, Keeping up
with the Joneses is living for other peo -

ple and up to other people's standards,
standards dedicated to a life of consump-
tion, The selfless sacrifices of many
falling in behind insane leaders made
possible the lunatic atrocities of Hirosh=-
ima, Belsen, Dresden, Guernica and
Muy Lai,

g e -
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And what of technologically advancing
'socialist' Britain's contribution to this
'elevation'? Besides the perpetration
of Concorde and sponsorship of atomic
power stations, Britain has refused to
admit that she could possibly pollute the
seas, even with North Sea oil. Further-
more, Britain now thinks that because
of 'her' oil, she should have a solo non-
E. E.C. voice on energy councils in
order, it is said, to prevent the price of
oil going too low when we are sellers in
the market,

Jack Robinson,

.
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THE noto"lously anu.-squadmg People
on anday, 19 October has in a;é{gé
(11) of *straight talk-opinions' a refer-
ence to Elgin Avenue squat: ""The
graobers win agaian, The law-breakers
are winniig, That is the moral to be
drawn from the squatiers' victory in
London." On page 17 a story is given
about the sumptuous home of " the
'Sheriff’ who talced out the squatters"
in whica their reporier refers to him
home as bz2ing only a short walk from
Elgin Avenie, ''scene of his famous
victory over tae squatters''., Which
page of The People do you read?

- - -
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IN WHAT seems to be a misprint (lor
a Freudian ervor?) in our contampox.-
ary Socialist Worker, 11 October,
the veteran Tony Cliff is made to say
(in a Hlaeprint for Portugal), '"The
cen’ral workers council should imme-
diately take radical measures in a
nunber of fields, like the expronrla-
tion of the needy and so vn,!' Perhaps

he means tne Inmpen~droletariati?
I'll!ll"lllllllllllll'llllllllllll

A PARISIAN schooiieacher, Mme,
Mireille March, describing hersail
as 2 'militant of the Revolationary
Communist League'' has refused to
obey a call to Jury service on the
geounds that the funciion of jastice in
presant society is to maintain the do-
mination of one class over another,
that the Assize jury, {rauduleaily
called "popular', camnot escape that
function, being cailed upon > judge
the victims of a society made for the
rich and powerful. She cited as 2vi-
dence the recent call by Minister of
the Interior Poniatowski for an all-out
atiaci on ''a category of individuals
fromm which infractions come in the
main, . .French and immigrant wor-
xers'' and the reaction evoked by the
indictment and santencing of a facory
owner as being respoasible for an ac-
cident at work (from which an empiloy-
ee died).

Under Frepch law a refusal ''without
legitimate reason'' to sii on a jury is
subject on a first occasion [o a fine of
100 Zrancs, the sacond time 200 irs.,
the third 300 francs - aad on tais last
occasion to disquaiification fromn jury
service . Sancho Panza'




THE ARCHBISHOP of Canterbary,
Dr. Donald Ceggan, last week enjoin-
ed the British people to return to God.
The picture he described was that peo-
ple no longer had anchors in their
lives, and in a changing world people
were drifting, The old values of
family life, good and honest work and
selflessness, had been forgotten in a

race of money making,

Dr. Coggan said that great moral
and spiritual issues were at stake and
that people should stop the present
drift to chaos, ''Pay isn't every-
thing, wach for himself and the devil
take the hindmost makes for chaos,
We must think about money, but if we
think about nothing else except money
- and we are getting dangerousiy near
that sorry state today - the standards
of our life will decline, even in the
material sphere, "

How strange that it is only now, when
the profit motive system finds itself in
crisis, that we the people are preached
to about money, Throuzhout history
the church has backed the establish-
ment when their power aand privilege
became threatened by either the inter-
nal contradictions of the systems or
by the actions of the populace. Today's
crisis is an integral one of inflation
which the government, the employers
and now the church expect the populace
to solve by restraining our demands,
by working harder and generally mak-
ing sacrifices,

To preach this to a family who find
their breadwinner on the dole is ob-
scene, To attack materiailism when
sO many people are going short and
can't find work is hypocrisy. Moral
and spiritual values do not provide
food on the table and a decent place to
live, both of which the Archbishop has
in ample supply.

The Archbishop also said: ''For too
long the voice of a minority which can
be anarchic has won.'' Butas we
know, progress stems from the agita-
tion and action of minorities, Are we
expecied to be satisfied with what is;
handed down to us from on aigh either
from the State or from God! People
must keep their place and not demand
the product of their lapbour, In the
post war years, British capitaiism
has found it increasingly difficult to
compete in the world markets, Buf at
the sane time, organised workers
have used their indusirial strength o
win improved conditions and wages.,
Workers have not kept their place and
people generally question the values,
such as the family which the Archbish=-
op has mentioned, and the system up-
holds,

The Archbhishop believes that ''there
is a great search gZoing on among seri-
ous people for the faith that will hold,

PREACHING DBSGENITIES

that is intellectually respectable and
reaches all parts of their personality
and their lives,' But faith means a
belief founded on authority which is
continually beinz questioned today, and
from our point of view rightly so,
Religions of the Archbishop's variety
have been found wanting and have been
rejected by the majority of people., Un-
fortanately many who reject the Christ-
ian faith turn to others, usuaily of an
Eastern variety,

The Archhishop's church has been
seen as having no relevance to peonle's
everyday lives, To them it is an inter-
fering moraliser and supporter of a
ciass sysiem of oppression, It sudports

the system's law and ordsr, its property

rights, the authority of the family and
the minority who exploit others' labour
to make a profit, that is money making,

Dr, Coggan pointed no finger at the
industrial giants, the property compai-
ies, and the State institutions who ex-
ploit and oppress our every desire for

a full life bota spiritually and materiaily,

The Archbishopn, like the Siate, does
not want free and thiniking people, but
slaves satisfied with faith in authority
and whatever is handed down to taem,

As usual, those in authority speak of
the need for discipline. People no lon=-
ger know their place. Of course the
trade union leaders are doing their best
to see that discipiine is kept and a £6
limit maintained, But things are differ-
ent from the thirties. The Sunday Tim-
Times magazine says that then 'work-
ing class people were expected to rec~
ognise their humble role in the social
pecking order; and even when unem-
ployment ran at twice the curren? level
the working man meekly accepted his
lot at the base of the heap''

The Archbishop wants to maintain that
"heap''. However, the thirties are not
the seventies and it is unlikely that peo-
ple will meekly accept a deteriorating
economic situation, In such a situation
it is to be ho»ned that new authorities

‘and other forms of oppression are not

sought after but that people act together
for a better life to bring avou! a clasgs-
less, stateless society free from want
and oppression,

| g o s
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THE ARCHBISHOP of Canterbury's
stirring call, "Your Country Needs
You'', is just what we have conie to ex~
pect from Charch prelates ever since
Christianity beca:ne the established re-
ligion ander the Roman emperor, Con-
stantine, They have always visited
the sins of the ruling class and its in-
stitutions upon the people, exhorting
us ail to ever greater efforts and sac-
rifices for the sake of the rich,

Had the Archbhishop forsaken his est-

3
ablishment role in favour of the carlier
Christian message, he might have ad-
dressed himself to the financiers, con-
demning their usury as the primary
cause of inflation; he might have ad-
dressad himself to the capitalists, cry-
ing "Beware of False Profits!": he
might have addressed himself to the
commercial advertisers, praying,
"Lead us Not Into Temptation''; above
all, he might have addressed himself
to the politicians, with the warning,
"You Cannot Serve the Public Good and
Mammon, '

Baroara smoker, President
The National Secular Society,
693 Holloway Road, London, N,13,
(tel. 272 1266)

HYPOGRISY

I. IN A BOOK recently published¥*
dealing with M, P, s who have voted ag-
ainst the advice of the party leaders

. from 1945 to the election of the Labour
Government last year, it is revealed
that Reg Prentice has defied the party
whip only once in 18 years. Members
of the National rixecutive of the Labour
Party who will sit in judgement on Mr,
Prentice later in the year inciude
Michael Foot : 81 vetes against Labour

since 1945
Tan Mikardo 63 votes ditio since 1945
Frank Allaun 59 " b 1858
Eric Heffer 53 " > " 1964
Joan Lester 16 " g "' 1938

At least 10 members of the Executive
add up to 302 votes against (these in-
clude only active votes, not absientions
which would push the figure up consid-
erably). All these people, except per=-
nans Foot, are expected to vote against
Mr. Prentice,

*Dissansion in the House of Commons.

byP, Norton (Macmillan, £25),

S

II. AS A RESULT of Mr. Prentice's
trouble in his constituency a split has
now occurred in the local Tory party.
Four top constituency members believe

, that if Prentice is farced to stand as an

Independent Labour candidate it would
be "morally wrong'' to oppose him, To
quote Mr, Ron Wetherspoon (vice-
chairman): ''Some of us feel that it
would be mor aily wronZ to have any-
thing to do with such an election, It is
not because we back Mr, Prentice's
policies, We feel that the atiack on
him was an attaclik on democracy. We
are not playinzg games, This couniry
is as free as it is today because of
certain rules and standards, Those
rules have been undermined and I

hope we won't just stand by and let it
happen, "

A Tory Central Office statement said:
"For Tories to opt out of the fight ag-
ainst socialism is unthinkaole, "

Ao FOWO
B R T R T ST CE T ———_ T S

£ 8, 000,20 is to be paid in compen-
sation to French farmers to buy up

and destroy 220,900 tons of apples,
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port he could get a discharge on com=-
nassionate grounds.,

you don't hear about it,'" Then he did |
the same thing again in the summer of

ter three weeks'! home leave he decided
that the only thing to do was to stay ab-

town so that he could help his motaer
financially,

name of a friend with whom he was

which was found at the home of defand-
ant Bill Hetherington,
the Londnn address of BWNIC from a
copy of '"'Some Information for Discon-
tented Soldiers' which he had found
whilst still in Catterick,

Dont's"' about being AWOL.,
after three montas, 12 had returned to
Catterick.,

garrison jail and nothing had bean doue
at all,
SSAFA report and they said they woull-
a't,unless I started soldiering,' David
Turner Samuel, defence counsel for
Wendy Butlin asked him "They said
they were not nrepared to do aaything

Wyness's

TRIAL

TWO BROTHERS, Martin and Michael
Wyness, who went absent without leave
froin the army in 1974, appeared as
prosecution witnesses last week at the
trial of the 14 supporters of tae British
Withdrawal from Northern Ireland Cams=
paign, The older, Martin, described
how in 1973 he had asked for the SSFA
(Soldiers, Sailors and Airmens Fami-
lies Association), a voluntary body
concerned with welfare, to visit his |
mother about whom he was worried,
He hoped that as a result of such a re- |

He was then post=
ed to British Honduras and heard no-
thing more; ''wven if it is turned down

1974, Again nothing was done, and af=-

sent and try to find a job in his home

It was after he had decid=-
ed to stay AWOL that he wrote, in the

staying, the letter askiag for help

He had obtained

In reply, he
said, he received a ieafiet of "'Do's and
Finaily,

"When I got back I was kept in the

I asked them to make out a

unles:s you were prepared to go on 4o~
ing what you didn't want to do?" Fin-
ally SSAFA visited his mother, and in
the space of haif an nour made out a
report covering the whole of Martin

iast four years in the army
and the Iast ten years of the family's
history, This report was then used in
evidence at nis court martial (he re-
ceived 50 days' destention) but since
that ¢ime his mother nad not deen of-
fered assistance, nor had ne been given
any hiel) about obtaining a discharge,

He was still in the army. No one had ‘
B e e T T R
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PAT ARROWSMITH that well-known
terrorist-pacifist was arrested in Alder-
shot (that well-xnown terrorist town)
while distributing BWNIC leaflets through
civilian letter-boxes,

she was strip-searched for more explos-
ive materials and released arter four
nours (without charged being made) on
her own bail of £100. ghe is to appear
at Aldershot police station on December
1st, Her arrest was under the Preventi-
on of Terrorism Act. r
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persuaded him to go absent,

Michael Wyness also stayed absent
without leave at the same time and had
also applied for a discharge, His ap-
lication had been ignored, He wanted to
get out of the army for health reasons,
hecause of his mother's problems and
Decause he was engaged and {21t he
could support his wife better ouiside
the ariny, He had sez2n copies of
"Some Information .,.' when on secu-
rity duty at Catterick hut had handed
them in to his superior officers. No
one had persuaded him to go absent,
He returned after two weeks' absence
to his barracks and was sentenced to
28 days' detention and 15 days' loss of
pay. He was still in the army and in-
tended to apply for a discharge by pur-
chase after three years' service,
When asiked by Gwyn Williams , defen-
ding herself, whether e realised that
such a discharge could be deferred in-
definitely he replied that he did not.

The rest of the week was taken up by
prosecution evidence from police offi-
cers and Special Srancah concerning the
raids which toox place last autumn and
interviews with some of the defendents,
A very large number of documents
were produced, iacluding private diar-
ies, letters, address booxs and inter-

. nal memoranda, and Newsletiers of
BWNIC. Leaflets,(including ""Some
Information...') were produced in
large quantities, many of them ordi-
nary pacifist leaflets which have been
in circulation for years,

At one point, Justice McKinnon in-
tervened in cross examination with the
comment, ''As I understand the dei-
ence, an essential element is that it is
denied that there is any such orgzganisa-
Gwyn Williams

tion as the BWNIC'.

- — -—

replied, '"We certainly don't deny
there is such an organisation, I has
my full support and regardless of the
trial I shall continue to support it as
long as there is a single British soldier
in Ireland, "

/

A visit on Saturday, 18 October, by
the prime minister, Harold Wilson,
who is Chancellor of Bradiord Univer=-
sity, to the university to open the J, B,
Priestley Library was greeted by a
picket of members of the School of
Peace Studies and Bradford Peacs
Group with placards damanding ''Is
this a free country?'', calling for the
defence of ir=e speech and support for
the BWNIC 14, Copies of the leaflet
produced by the Defend the 14 + Cam-=
paign which were judged to be in con-
tempt of court a fortnight ago were
given out, (These show a judge with
his hands over someone's mouth and
say ''Defend Free Speech, Defend the
14, Drop the Charges'.) Harold
Wilson was prevented from getting a
leaflet by a bodyguard, but J, B.
Priestley, who was one of those who
protested against the Incitement to Dis-
affection Act being passed in 1934,
took omne,

The Defend the 14+ Campaign is
hoping to co~ordinate days of mass
picketting outside the Old Bailey, par-
ticularly to show support of the 14
when the defence case opens, If your
orgzanisation, college or group can un-
dertake to mount a picket on any parti-
cular day, or you want information a=-
bout what is being organised, please
telephone 01 337 3794 or contacti the
Defend the 14+ Campaign, Box 39,
c/o 197 King's Cross Road, London
w.C.1,

INTERNATIONAL NOTES

ENGLAND/ITALY At almost exactly

the same time that
the 200 squatters of Blgin Avenue
were dismantliag their barricades after
negotiations with the GLC, poilize were
fighting exira-pariiamentary ieli-wing
groups and schoolchildren over the
forced expulsion of aboui 30 families
from four bLuildings in tae cenire of
Milan, After the batile, in which the
police used tzsaryas and their oppoieats
Molotov cocktails and stones, 27 polize
casuaities were reporied; though as tne
exireme left-wing groups rarely ore-
sont themselves for medical atiention
i{he aumber of casualties on iaeir side
was noft kmown, Aboit 40 peonie were
detained,

But it would e rasih for the British
squatiers to congraiulate themselves
on a victory, aud of course, many of
them are not, The ''short life'' housing
offered taem leaves much o be des=-
ired, According to residents in Cam-
berwell such as, for instance, the old
disabled man reported in the Evening
Standard of 15 October, the houses
Mare running alive with rats, We've
only got one c¢oid water tap and an out-
. gide toilet with no light, It's disgust-
ing, "

———w- S o R

——— - - ——— —— ————

FRANCE This country of jurists is a1

always rich i1 extravagiil
declarations from the Bench., Among
the latest is thai of the defeace lawyer
in the triai of Jacky Pietkiewicz, sen-
tenced to 2 years' imprisoninent for
the (strongly provoked) murder of ais
father's murderer. Rebukiag the pud=-
lic sympathy expressed for Jacky
Pietkiewicz, and the demand for :iis
acquittal, the shociked lawyer quoted
the words d the lawyer of one of the
Bonnot band i1 the lasti century: "Pub-
lic opinion ? Chase away that intruder,
that prostitute pulling at the judge's
sleeve... It was (publiizc opninion) that
applaaded the Sepiember massacres
and a century later, stuck its umbrel-
las in the eyes of the wounded Commu-
T R

Certainiy one can pe haffled by a pub-
lic opinion that agliates for tae releass
of Jacky Pietkiewicz on the one hand
and supports the death senience just
nassza2d on a 17=-year old boy for his
murder of an old woman, on the other,
The answer is that "'public opinion' is
really a fiction ~ a1 idoi or "'composite
monster'', to use our comrade Giovanni
Baldelli's phrase, according to the int-
erests of the ruliag class at any given
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moment, but one that in reality does
not exist, There are only Iindividuals
and groups of individuals who have al-
ways in every period of history respon-
 ded differently to different incidents,
hoth from within and outside tneir own
class; and it would be absurd to iden-
tify those involved in the Pietkiewicz
cage with those who pass=d or support-
ed the death penalty at Beavais for an
adolescent of diminished responsidility,
abandoned by both his pareats, and
which was motivaied by fear and ignor=-
ance, _

It is finally hota hypocritical and
nointless for the State to appear shoci-
ed by "'public opinion'' when it was the
State , after all, that resurrected the
guillotine from the flames to which tae
Commune had committed it!

WEST It would seem from a
GERMANY document ;ist published
on '"Terrorisme=-Anarch-
ism Baden-Wlirtemberg'' that the min-
istries, the constitutional b>odies and
the police ars now congratulating them-
selves on having found out what makes
urban guerrilla tick,. The new form of
revolutionary praxis, state the author=-
ities, is determined through the unity
of small groups engaged in illegal or
appareatiy legal activities, A distinc-
tion is drawn between the "anarchists"
who disappear into hide=-outs with
false papers and others who, with the
help of false documents give the appea-
rance of living a ""bourzeois existence’’,
and a third group of iae so-called ''leg-
al type' who work with committees and -
aid organisations like Red Help. The
conclusion is that the days of the big .
centralised bands - whatever they
were = are over,

Meanwhile, the discovery of West
Germany's sacret arms deals continues
to receive wide publicity and ouild ir-
revocably into another "affair’’, thas at
least to assuage the more liberai elem-
ents of German soclety, Genera.
Glinther Rall nas ra2signad from NATO,
but the gesture is both forma. and
empty, revealing over again the trem-
endous :ispariity between governmental
declarations of principles and the grim
reality of the relation between govern-
ments and the international ma rket,
Rail's travels in South Africa, with the
consent of the Defence Ministry ia Bonn,
are of small imporiance compared {o
the strong, if hitherto secret, ties with
this country, In facti West Germany,
certainly not discouraged by NATO,
has becorme the uncomforiable competi-
tor in arms deals of France and Brit-
ain, who formerly had much of tae
field to themselves, The Christian
Democrat leader Franz Josef Strauss
has peen coniving to sell South Africa
military aircrafi, and companies like
Steag of Essa2n have been collaborating
with South Africa in the nuclear field
for at lzast two years., Present
res2arch with German help may quite
soon lead to South Africa's first atomic
bomb which, for obvious reasons, this
racist republic is anzious to develop as
soon as possible,

SPAIN Many arrests of FRAP and
ETA militants have been made
ovar the last week around Barcelona

and Bil»ao , and more civil guards have

been killed, In a reply to the harsh
criticisms of the leader of the Spanish
Communist party, Santiago Carrillo, a
representative of FRAP has 2xpressed
his sorrow that FRAP activities are
regarded as "terrorist'' ‘and not as the
natural deeds of a liveration army
fighting the "'only fascism of the old
order remaining in Europe''., FRAP,
says tais spokesman, is convinced

that the presant grave economic aand
political crisis in Spain provides the
right and perhaps, only, moment to
attack the fascist state; that it would
be mistaken to wait for a fitare recon-
ciliation of fascism and of the monarchy
with democratic parties, He claimed
that among those supporting FRAP's
line were ETA, the Union of Galician
patriots, the Trotskyists of the IVth
International and the Anarcaists, repre-
senting ‘'the only organisations who have
not participated in the democratic Junta
and the Platform'', The sole alternative
to present taciics in Spain would be an
intensification of the struggle by the
"entire Spanish people'' in the streets
and factories,

While a UN report condemns
the '"'systematic poiitical re-
pression' in Chile and the exireme in-
aumanity and degradation to which poli-
tical victims are sub jected, including
sexual >ratality to women, the United
States, together with Japan and Spain,
have signed a bilatera. agrecment with
Chile on the consolidation of its debt,
Though Britain, together with Holland
aind Sweden, have refused to aegotiate

CHILE

IN THE 1920s in Italy capitalism was
under serious atiack from organised
labour, It naturally felt threatened
and took steps towards making itself
dominant again, Mussolini's black-
shirts soon provided a caink of light at
the end of a long tunnel of the capital-
ists' gloom. Their systematic beating
of trade union leaders, followed by the
development of a corporate union struc-
ture and the mass supnort for Musso-
lini which followed from his populist
policies culminated in the formation of
the Ttaiian Fascist regime,

Whilst it would be unjust to compare
turn-of-the-century Italy with present-
day Britain there are various lessons
which we should heed, The so-called
free=market is in great crisis, The
State is also in crisis as a consequence,
There are some terrifying parallels
between what happened in Italy of the
1920s and the solutions being offered
by the present-day Conservative party.,

The Sunday Times announced in its
edition of 19th Octooer '"There was a
repeated plea at the Conservative
Party Conference, Tories should
Join trade unions and try to change
them, , . The Central Office now
plans a tough strategy to be carried
out by a handpicked and carefully
briefed cadre of MPs and volunteers,
who will tour, the countyy, Local
trade union organisations are to be re=-

activated on an industry basis, and

with Chile, it appears that the Santiago
government has repaid its debt to Brit-
ain for this year and thai Britain has

not refused the payment, This has na-
turally been interpreted in the financial
world as constituting a "tacit agreement’

between the British Labour government
and the government of Chile,

OMAN British troops are fighting
alongside the Shah of Persia's
and the Sultan of Oman's in a full-scale
campaign against rebels in the Omani
region of Dhofar. Heavy loss of life
has been reported, The rebels are
fighting for independence for the Dho-
far region from Suitan Qabus of Oman,

| Contriouted,

MARCH ON SPAIN

FRANCO is now menaced not by one
but two corimns of marchers, Ia ad-
dition to the Morroceans who want to
take over the Spanish Sahara, he is
threatened on his northern flank by a
demonstration being organised by the
Comite Espana Libre in Hendaye (in
the exireme south-west coraner of
France, opposite Irun in the Basque
couniry) on November 1st, The in-
tention is to hold a ma ssive meeting
on the saturday, aud to march to the
frontier on the Sunday svening and
blockade it , as protest against the re-
cent executions, All comrades are
welcome to attend,

-

union ocased organisations are to be
estanlished, "

On Saturday 18 October Michael
Heseltine made a speech urging capit-
alists to take to the streets and that
demonstrations should no longer be the
prerogative of militant trade unionists
and students,

What do the Conservatives want to
turn trade unions into? Obviously, to
be successiul their organisations must
be seen to be working, The fascist
corporate unions in Italy of the 1920s
did in fact organise various strikes
against their employers with the full
approval of Il Duce., We cannot see
the Tory union organisations having
much success with merely being 'sen-
sible', A worker will listen to Tory
"reason'' and comply with it as long as
he does not become hungry, As the
capitalist crisis worsens the Tory uni-
ons will have to change to a much
more militant line which could become
corporate unions,

Michael Heseltine's suggestions for-
thermore were taken up Sy the organi-
sers of the Chilean coup, The middle
class and other bourgeois elements
did take to the streets of santiago,
There is no need to elaborate on the
results, The Italian bourgeoisie of
the 1920s was more subtle, It let the

Continued on Page &
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FRENCH O.R.A. IN PORTUGAL

'Le Front Libertaire' No. 44 (October) the
official organ of the French ORA (Organisa-

tion of Revolutionary Anarchists) has printed a

lengthy and interesting article on the Portu-
guese Revolution, as the result of their visits
to Portugal last summer.

Surprisingly, not a single mention is made in

the article of the past or present |ibertarian
movement, the anarcho-syndicalist paper A
Batalha, or any other libertarian publication
such as A Ideia, A Voz Anarquista, O Liber-

tario, O Pasgmm, &c. &c. or about the
Autonomous Anarchist Groups (GAAR) ..

This deliberate omission, unforgivable from

the "comrades" who call themselves anarchists,

amounts to an insult to the past and present
Portuguese comrades, knowing that an ORA
delegation did in fact visit our friends of the
newspaper A Batalha ,  Claiming to support
the struggles of the autonomous working class
movement in Portugal, specifically the work

)

of unnamed libertarian communist groups where- |

ever they are struggling, ORA curiously men-
tions a newspaper Combate as being worthy of
their support and sympathy.

But as far as we know, Combate is not an

FASCISM . . .continued from P, 5
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black-shir'ts take to the streets on

their behalf, Interestingly enough

the Italian fascist regime was not as
cruel as the Chilean junta has proved

to be, This is probably due to the

fact that Mussolini's fascism was be-
ing presented as an alternative wiab’e
means of solving the nation's probiems
and as such contained an ideology (sev-
eral in fact), and practical proposais
basad on seif-sufficiency for the nation,
The Chilean junta came to power, how =
ever, not through the presentation of
any nolitical alternative to the nation's
troubles but through a well-manufactur-
ed campaign of hale against the Allende

regime,

As such the Chilean janta is not real-
ly a fascist regime, It is pure, una-
dulterated dictatorsiip, If the Tories'
proposals evolve to their full potentiai
it is not a fascist regime which will
result but a pure power dictatorship.
The Tories! campaign is aiso based
not on any viable aiternative of hand-
ling the nation's economic problems

but on hate of 'militant trade uni onists',

of "long-haired stadents’ and so forth,
There seem to be two aliiernatives
opea to us, wither we become more
involved with the tradz unid>n move-
ment as a counierpoise to the onsiaugnt
of the activists of the Thatcher regime
or we form ou:r own work organsiations
striving towards real self-management
of our lives., Obviousiy there are dii-
ferent opinions on the correct approaca
to take inside the anarchist movemment,
Whilst FREEDOM does not wish to est-
ablish itseif as ihe Pope of the anarci-~
ist "faith'', thes2 problems shoild at
least ne discussed and acted upon.
Otherwise we could well e shouting
"Viva la Thatcher!" or ''Viva Mark
Phillips!" in the near future. I pre-
for to shout ''Viva i'Anarchial'’ What

apout you?
Fraicesco,

- —— . ———— e, - — . .

LETTERS

anarchist publication judging by it content
and by the fact that the person who is selling
it in London never bothered to contact us
about A Batalha or any other subject and

also by virtue of the fact that no mention
was made by our Portuguese comrades of this
paper's being an anarchist one while | was in
Portugal in August last.

| am inclined to believe, until | am proved
wrong, that Combate is run by Leninists of
some sort (the ORA sort?), part and parcel of
the political set up of the left wing authorita-
rian groups that abuse our libertarian slogans
and phraseology in order to get a working
class audience. It should be noted that every
single vanguardist party or group in Portugal,
excepting the P,C.P, (Communist Party) , is
in favour of working class autonomy free
trade unions, and direct democracy. In reality
these vanguardists are "helping” the Portuguese
working class fo organise itself under the banner
of autonomous organisations in order fo eventu-
ally infiltrate them and manipulate them for
their own ends == i.e. the dictatorship of the

Eroletariat :

These tactics, so near to the hearts of the

.revolutionary ORA/AWA, are called ENT-

RISM and as such should be considered by us
anarchists as a political cancer under the skin
of any working group of workers struggling a-
gainst oppression and exploitation.

Just let us hope that our Portuguese comrades
will be in a position to denounce these tactics*
and present instead a true revolutionary alter-
native to the demagogic cajolings of the Marx-
i+ /Oranists in Portugal .

*A Ideia has already translated into Portugu-
ese and printed with the appropriate comments
the Leninist document "The Organisational
Platform" by the political commissar Archinov.
Claude.
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INDEPENDENT LABOUR PARTY
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Comrades,

One urzes yomn udi o join too hearily
in ine choris of Tory=~Labaur 2heers
for tae demise of the I. L. P. as re-
norted ia your supplement dzaied 11ih
Octobe», Like the reports of iae
deawa of Mr, Twain, our passage to
pastures new has been muci exagger-
aved,

A true oerspactive of whati nas hap-
nened _s that following I. L. P. Confer-
ence at Easter last, the majority
(right-wing Labour) faction seized the
goods and asseis of the orga.aizailon
a.ad constituted themselves a Publica-
tions Group for tne backing-up of
Harold Wilson & Co, The minority,
incl: ldlllg‘ ‘e Braiich at Wolvernamp-
ton & Bilston on whose behali [ write,
continue to function {(aloeit on a sery
low level at presant) as a political
Party of the ""Socialist Left'.

Yours fraiernally,
Georyge Carier.
I. L. P, Wolserhampton & Bilston,
53 Vale Straet,

' Ettingshall, Wolverhampton WV22EH

.
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FREE COMMUNES WITHIN SOCIETY -

(FREEDOM 11,9. 75)

Life is a compromise in any society
if we are to accept other people's indi-
viduality as well as our own, The dif-
feraiz= =i vyeen anarchism and authori-
tarian ideologies is that anarchists do
not acceot nie in the sky and believe
that reasonable life must be atiempted
here and now, Many anarchists at-
tempt to achieve it by various compro-
mises in accordance with their situa-
tion, I don't live my politics, Bob
Moores, I attempt to live my life.
Years ago it was possible to rent very
reasonably a base for a commune but
there were other hassles, so now peo-
ple trydifferent ways., The anarchist
adapts or tries to do so without desi-
roying himself and other people.

Yours fraternally,
Alan Albon,
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A FAINT TINGE OF GREEN

———

Of course anarchists want troons to
dessrt, to disaffect, to stop shoving
peoplie around ani shooting them, If
the State had no army how much easier
life would be. I have read the British
Withdrawal From Northern Ireland
Campaign's leaflet and find it O‘eneral'_y
excellent though I admit I can fiad lit-
tle parallel with Algeria or Vietnam,
in fact even to call [reland's present
troubles 'colonialist' is dredging the
botiom of the barrel not a little, How-
ever, yes Dy all means zet rid of arm-
ies, ali of them,

But why FREEDOM editors did you
only publish one learlet? Why did you
not publish the British Withdrawal from
from Northern Ireland Campaign's
leaflet to the Irish Republican Army?
You know, the one which gives infor-
mation on desertion {o disgruntled IRA
men who have got fed up with the
shooting, the killing, tarring aud fea-
thering and wholesale unp’easaiiness
towards their fellow men? Failure to
publish this is a greai disfavour %o the
Campaign amounting aimost to press
censorship. The Campaizn might
well get a2 aame for bias in supporting
only one side in what is obviously a
civil war situation, They might even
be accused of not being serious, sven
'romaniic!,

If FREEDOM's editors are to go io
jail for defying the government aad
courts, at least let it be for some-
tning wortawhile, The situation in N,
Ireland is murky enough without %the
British pacifist movement, rather
patronisingly, jumping on the hand-
wagon, What is required is both co-
nerence and coasistency, It is a
time for FREEDOM's editors to ser-
iousiy consider which activity in short
or long ferm will lead to the accepi-
aice of Loertarian ideas, Northern
Ireland/ The Unionists/Proiestaatism/
The IRA/Republicanism/The Roman
Catholic Churcih ete, , etc., a Brit-
ish Campaign for Roman Catholic
Withdrawal might he just as relevaunt,
or irrelevant, but anyway, to use the
time ho*xoured quastion '"What the

,\




hell has this got io do with anarcin-
ism?'"',

Peter Neville,
10,10,75, P.S. I bet there are no
'British Withdrawal From Norithern
Ireland Campaign supporiers giving
leaflets out outside Green Park tube
station tonight? P.N,

E T %" W & -

consistently reading FREEDOM, For
example in Easter 1972 we had an
artizle advising troops not to go to
Ireland and also atiacking the IRA,
and we have consistently declared

'a plague oa bota your louses', As
for this campaizn veing 'worthwhile',
our comrades of the Harrow Liber-
varians say in their leaflat:

"There has neen some embarrassing
publicity about the few British soid-
iers who have joined the many Amer-
ican desarters in Sweden, but that

is not a serious problem, This casa
is not about them, noxr is it reaily a-
oou. the fourteen people on trial, It
is about the right of open discussion
of serious issues and it involves not
just military discipliie but the nature
of our society, "

We agree with this point of view., EDS.

BWNIC

ARE SOLDIERS WORKERS?
Dear Comrades,

Dennis Gould's article (11 Oct,) in
general and tne Combpnlicity Statement in
particular seem somewhat oui of place
in an anarchist paper. The idea that
soidiers are a group of workers may»e
held by state-socialists but Zt is com-
nleiely contirary Lo anarciuist philosophy
since the army is merely an organ of
the state, Why should anarchisis {or
pacifists for that matter) defend the
rights of soidiers, when the army has
in the past and may in the future be
usad agaianst the workers . Sureiy we
ough’ £7 be irying io convince individu-
al soldiers that their allegiance should
lie with the workers and taat tais can
naver e so while they wear a uniform,

The final senience of the article has
me completely baffied, How does
Dennis Gould -define "unjast laws''?
What is a just law?

Defzand the 14 by all means, 12d de-
fend our rignts to communicate with
solMiers, hut don't pretend that we
aren't trying to incite soidiers to dis-
affact when that is precisely what we,
as anarchists, ougat to be doing,

Youzrs fraternally,
J. White,
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JANE GASKELL in the Malil reports
from America that psychiatrists ars
beginning to find temporary impotence
among bhusinessmen directly linked

with failing stock and snare markets,
PR TFIT ST R LES TV PR Y R TIN IS 02 0

LAND
NOTES

I MAKE NO apol>gy for the bre\}ity of
these notes, haviag heen helping {o gath-
er in an apple harvest. In temperate
zones, crops harvested are the conse=-
quence of 12 months’ work during which
various natiral hazards can happen.
Livestock farming is more complexand
in the case of cattle and milk spread
over a longer period.

S

Much has been said about production
and productive activity. Things like
banking, insurance, entertainment, are
referred to as industiries when in effect
they are really ways of controlling and
governing consumption which is the re-
sult of industry and agriculture.

In real terms arable agriculture is
the only productive indusiry, as in ef-
fect it does by photosynthesis create
wealth that was not onthe earth before.
All industry, no matter how sopaistic-
ated, changes the form of matier and
moves it from one place to another and
in doing so actually consumes wealth,

Much talk of econowmnizs; of finance,
tends to obscure these facts, Anarch-
ists should recognise the biological,
physical and psychological limits to
our freedom which are perfectly ac=-
ceptable. The lowesi i2usible limit to
our agricultural activity has to be esi-
anlished, the basic mechanics of mas
relationsnip and skills with our collect
ive body and the activity required to
secure adequate food and shelter. In
these spheres the technical industrial
state has peen completely inadequate
and becomes more and moxre so,

Freedom

7

Work has become a dirty word., If
it is disliked or detested it should not
be done at all; it should involve effort
and challenge, The nature of our eco-
nomic activity is making the industrial
working class as effete as the ruling
class.

No amount of sophisticated technolo-
gy can conceal the simple realities of
the human situation, The success of
a soclety depends on the acceptance of
such realities.

Alan Albon.,

EI. CORDOBIA, retired bull-fighter
who emerged to give a display for
dependants of and solidarity with mur-
dered policemen, said after his injur-
ies that he would never enter the bull-
ring again, His injuries were "a

sign from God that I must give up

oull-fighting', ., .and from the bull
too!
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ACCORDING to The Times there was
some fluttering in the legai dovecotes
when a judge asked where it was stat-
ed that judges could imprison for con-
tempt of court, No-one knew the an-
swer (not even Sir Peter Rawlinson,
former Attorney General); eventially
a couasel announced (without givin-
his source) that ''from time immem-
orial judges had 'an inherent power'
to commit to prison for contempt of

court'', The judze was satisfied,
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MEITHER EAST NOR WEST, selected writings
(1939-48) of Marie Louise Berneri : 1

Defenders

of Democracy; 11 The Price of War and of Libera-

. tion; 111 United Nations, Index., 192pp
I‘eSS + 35p (post 16p) US $1.
MARIE LOUISE BERNERI, A Tribute (Published for

Publications

ANARCHISM AND ANARCHO-SYNDICALISM,
Rudolf Rocker's classic essay on the subject so much

discussed today. ~ 48pp

| 20p (post 9p) US75¢
ANARCHY, Errico Malatesta. A new translationas

true as possible fo the original ltalian text of the
essay Malatesta considered his best. S54pp
25p (post 9p) USé5¢c
BAKUNIN & NECHAEV, Paul Avrich traces the
course of Bakunin's relationship with Nechaev and
how it led Bakunin to re-examine his revolutionary
doctrines and reassert his libertarian principles. 32pp
20p (post 9p) US 65¢

| THE STATE, ITS HISTORIC ROLE, Peter Kropotkin

in this essay began by examining free societies, tra-
ces their decline under the power of the State and
concludes _that the increasing centralisation of State
power could lead to social destruction. Sépp
20p (Post 11p) US&5¢

the M.~L. Bemeri Memorial Committee).

photogs. Slpp
cloth 30p (post 13 p) US$I.

ABOUT ANARCHISM, what anarch-
-ists believe, how anarchists differ,
what anarcnists wani{, what anarcn-
ists do..., by Nicolas Walter, A
conclse and lucid study of iae histio-
rical streams of anarchism and of
the movement today 32 pp
15p (post 55p) US40c

A B C of ANARCHISM, by Alexander
Berkiman, The s2ction of "Anarchist
Communism'' in which he set down
his ideas on how the anar~chist soci-
ety could work, 36pp
25p (post 11p) US 75¢c

84b Whitechapel High Street (in Angel Alley)
London Er England Phone o1-247 9249
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WE WELCOME news, reviews, letters,
articles. Latest date for receipt of copy
for inclusion in next Review section is
Monday 27 October; : News/Features/
letters/announcements Monday 3 November

NEXT DESPATCHING date for FREEDOM
is Thursday 6 November. Come and help
from 2 p.m. onwards. You are welcome
every Thursday afternoon to early evening
for informal get-together and folding
session.

MEETINGS

Alternate Sundays, Hyde Park Anarchist
Forum, 1 pm Speakers' Corner, Speakers,
listeners and hecklers welcome.

Every Sat. & Sun. Centro [berico/Inter-
national Libertarian Centre, 83A Haver-
stock Hill, London NW3 (entrance in
Steele's Rd, 2nd door) tube Belsize Park/
Chalk Farm. From 7.30 pm discussion,
refreshments, etfc.

MANCHESTER SWF weekly mtgs. Enquire
Secretary, c¢/o Grass Roots, 109 Oxford
Road, Manchester M1 7DU
CONFERENCE. Amnesty International-
Wome n Against Torture. 8 Nov., 9.30 am
to 6 pm. Creche available. Conway Hall,
Red Lion Square, London WC1. Further
information tel. 01-954 5011
CONFERENCE on Sarvodaya "A vision

for a communitarian society" Dec. 13

[ 9.30 am-6 pm Conway Hall. Meetings
Fnday & Sunday 12 & 15 at Eastboumne
House, Bullards Place, Bethnal Green,
London E2. Participants Lanzo del Vastro,
E. F. Schumacher &c. Tickets £ 1. Enq.
Satish Kumar, Eastbourne House.

¢ British withdirrawal from N, Ireland
. Campaign (BWNIC) says: No military

soiation i1 Ireland, Withdraw the Troops,
 End tne Union, London Group meets lst
8 Tuesday in the month at 6 Endsieigh St,

WC1. att 7,30 pm,

PEOPLE/ORGANIZATIONS/WANTS &c.

COMMUNE: We're trying to get a com-
mune going and need at |least one other to
form the nucleus. If you are interested
please contact Roger McGrath and Steve
Cook c/o 36A Newark St London El 2AA.
STAN (ex- 8 St. Martin's Close Camden)

Came to see you about the Commune, but
you had moved. If you are still interested

in joining us contact me at 36A Newark

St. as soon as possible.-Steve Cook.

R LITTLEBIRD, a monfﬁly information pact-
age of collation of leaflets, documentsand
habdbills from Merseyside and elsewhere.
Send your materials to us, about 100 copies,
and we will circulate it. Material and sub-
§ scriptions to Little Bird, c¢/o News from
Nowhere, 48 Manchester St., Liverpool 1.

(tel. 051-227 2514)

Address all correspondence concerning the
forthcoming book "The Cuban Revolution,
an anarchist perspective” to Sam Dolgoff,

. 208 East Broadway, New York, NY 10002
. WAR RESISTERS' INTERNKTIONKL needs
p financial help. Donations to Ralph DiGia,

- WRI, 359 Lafayette St., New York, N.y.
10012, USA or (GB) Kees Koop, c/o PPU,

6 Endsleigh St. London WC1 ODH.
Triennial Report now available £ 1.
PORTUGAL, the Portuguese anarcho-syn-

dicalist paper A BATALHA (sales 5,000

| copies per_fortnight) needs the support of
- all comrades outside Portugal. Send your

donations, books, pamphlets, &c. to
A BATALHA, Rua Angelina Vidal 17-2-E,

LISSOA. Portugal.

S—

" GROUPS

ANARCHIST FEDERATION CON-
FERENCE will %e held at WARWICK
UNIVERSITY (near Coventry) on the
weekend of 28/29/30 NOVEMBER.
Full details will be in AF Bulletin
out at the end of October,

ABERGAFENNI. Contact 31 Monmouth Rd.
BATH Anarchists & non-violent activists

contact BANANA, c/o Students Union,
The University, Claverton Down, Bath.
BOLTON. Anyone interested in the Syndi-
calist Workers' Federation in the Bolton
area contact or write SWF, 6 Stockley
Ave., Hatewood, Bolton.

CAMDEN TOWN - anyone interested in
forming Camden An. group contact Toff,
The Bank, Tolmers Sq. NW1 (Hampstead Rd)
CORBY anarchists write 7 Cressw Eﬂ Walk,
Corby, Northants NNI7 2LL

Every Sat. bookstall Corporation Street
2-4 p.m. (new hours). Come and hel

COVENTRY. Peter Corne, c/o Union of

Sl'udenti University of Warwick, Coventry.
DUNDEE. Brian Fleming, c/o Knarcﬁisf

--Soc., Students Union, Univ. of Dundee.

DURHAM.:
Street, High sShincliffe, Durham,

— e — — T —— ————

'EDINBURGH. Bob Gibson, 7 Union St.

Edinburgh (tel. 031 226 3073).
GLASGOW now has @ centre at 17 Bute
Gardens, Hillhead, Glasgow.

HARROW write Chris Rosner, 20 Trescoe
Gardens, Rayners Lane,Harrow HAZ 9T8B
IRELAND Libertarian Eommumsts contact
Alan Mac Simoin, 4 Ard Lui Park, Black -

‘rock, Co.Dublin, view to form organisatn.

LEICESTER Anarchist Group. Contact Pete

and Jean Miller, 41 Norman Street,
Leicester (tel. 549652).
LEICEST ? Anarchist "Libertarian Circle"

continues to meet every Thursday at Black

Flag Bookshop, 1 Wilne Street.

OXFORD Anarchist group ¢/o Jude, 38
Hunt Street, Oxford.

PORTSMOUTH, Rob Atkinson, 21 Have-
lock Rd. Southsea, Portsmouth, Hants.
SWANSEA group new address:

37 Glanmer Rd., Uplands, Swansea.
Libertarian POSTAL WORKERS - How can
we spread the ideas of anarchism re organ-
isation in the Post Office? Contact Dave
Morris, 36 Mitford Rd. London N19.
NEW YORK: Libertarian Book Club Thurs.
7 .30 pm at Workmen's Circle Center, 369
8th Avenue NYC (SW Corner 29 5t.)

November 13: Anarchism in Contemporary
Science Fiction, Irving Levitas

December 11: Anarchy and Authority,

Sharon Presley.
Free admission, coffee, tea, cookies.

Libertarian Book Club, GPO 842,
New York 10001

NEW ZEALAND. Steve Hey, 34 Buchan- .
ans Rd., Christchurch 4. (tel. 496 793).

PUBLICATIONS

DIRECT ACTION no. 9, paper of the
Syndicalist Workers Federation, Sp from
c/o Grass Roots, 109 Oxford Road,
Manchester M1 7DU

Performance: JUDAS ISCARIOT - a
short interlude by Larry Law, Early

Martin Spence, 17 Avenue

w &
Contributions 2 - 15 October

BATH: M.J.H.: £ 1; LONDON SE5: J.McE.
£ 2; HARROW: C.P.R.R.: 50p; HARVEY,
Il.:R.C, £ 4.80; WOLVERHAMPTON ;

J.L. 60p; J.K.W, 10p; BRISTOL: E.LA.M,

£ 1.50; GATESHEAD: G.D, 40p; E.MOLE-
SEY: A.C., 50p; ST. CLOUD, Minn.:
M.G.A. £25; LONDON E.4.:S. &A.G.
30p; KOLN: H,U.D, £ 1; SYDNEY: C.P.
£7.70; LOS GATOS, Cal.: Proceeds from
Picnic on 28 Sept. per L.M.: £ 50; CHICA- -
GO: P.C.d.G.: £ 12.25; LONDON NW2;
D.S. in Memory of John Ball £ 5; WOL-
VERHAMPTON: J.L. £ 1; J. KW. 20p.

TOTAL: £114.05
PREVIOUSLY ACKNOWLEDGED £ 1050.58

TOTAL TO DATE: £ 1164.63

* -
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show (6,15 pm) at the Little Theatre,
16/19 Upper St. Martins Lane WCZ2,
from 27th Oct, - 1lst Nov,.

PRISONERS

RONNIE LEE (184051) H.M, Prison, Du
Cane Rd., london W.12, serving sentence
for action against vivisection &c, at pres-
ent also on trial as one of BWNIC 4. A
comrade who wrote to him recently had

his letter returned with a note saying he
was not allowed letters from new corres-
pondents. Try postcards only.

DUBLEN ANARCHISTS Bob Cullen, Des
Keane, Columba Longmore. Address for
letters, papers: Military Detention Centre,
Curragh Camp, Co. Kildare, Eire.

STOKE NEWINGTON FIVE Welfare Commi-
ree still needs funds for books &c. Box 252,
240 Camden High Street, London, NWI,
GIOVANNI MARINI Defence Committee :

. Paolo Braschi, CP 4263, 2100 MILANO,

RALF STEIN, awaiting trial, postcards to him
at JVA, 5 KOLN 30, Rachmanstr, 30.

B

Published by Freedom Press
london, E.1. Printed by

Vineyard Press, Colchester.
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ism (c/o Peace Centire, 18 Moor Street, Ringway, Birm-
ingham 4), written by Keith Paton and others (?). Keith

Paton is also the author of Anarchy 118 on Work (Freedom

THE RIGHT NOT TO WORK

. 3
THIS is the text of a lzaflet distributed by Alternative Social-

Press 15p + 63p post).

—

AR BEIT MACHT FREI
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--WORK I::I}B_EI}ATES' SIGN OVER ENTRANCE INTO
AUSCHWITZ Concentration Camp.

IN A GOOD society nohody would be thrown out of a job or
fear redundancy. Working people would conbtral industry
from the bottom up, within factories and the arrangements
of the wider economy. Unemployment is evil because being
pushed around is evil, People have a right to organise and
get back into a job, TIF that is the only way they feel they can
live., A big "IF'. Every day there's another programme on
"telly'' about how we'll fall to pieces if we don't get a job.
Politicians, unionists and even so-called ''revolutionaries’
attack unemployment as some ghastly disease. We're in dan- |
ger of accepting their propaganda about it, rather tnan work- |
ing out our own attitudes to being unemployed, the opportunity
as well as the financial reduction. Let's consider some of
the things neopl=s say about unemployment.

S — e - —— —

"YOU FEEL. UNWANTED"

round, It's not our fault; the system is wrong.

o —

Everything in our society teaches us to despise ourselves
and value things according to money. Employers only take us
on if they'll be able to make money out of us. But should we
take our standards ready-made from them, or work out our
own standards of right and wrong ? We need to learn to value |
ourselves and each otaer, to rely on our friends and relatives |
to love us and care for us and valiae as., We need to stop feel-
ing that there's something wrong with us, or that just because
a boss doesn't take us on, that means we are worth nothing,
Like musical chairs, there are just not enough places to go

-
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"YOU FEEL ASHAMED"

A T O i

Because it's a rotten life being a wage-slave, lots of work=-
ers are unhappy in their lives. They identify with the rulers
and look down on themselves and even more on claimants on
social security. As the lowest of the low, claimants serve as
a warning to workers to keep in line, and a perverted source |
of satisfaction --'at least we're above that lot,' many workers
say, In a good society people would respect themselves, and
therefore respect each other., But there's no way we can
move towards such a society if you leave it to others to change
people's attitudes. Whenever someone tries to put you down,
or talks of 'parasites' on society, don't be ashamed., Sub-
human words are liable to lead to humans being treated inhum-
anly -~there were 5,000 "workshy'' in the first Auschwitz in-
take, Claimants and unemployed people are heavily oppress=-
ed, but if you csringe in front of prejudice, you'll hate yourself
more and encourage people to hate you. Instead, you can
gain strength from fighting oppression, and from dealing with
people in a straightforward way. If you can't afford to buy a
round in the pub, explain the situation to your mates, don't
cut into food money for the sake of appearances, Proper
friends will understand, Let's respectourselves -~ and taen
we'll even have some sympathy left over for the poor frighten-
ed sods who take things out on us instead of trying to change
this class-ridden society. ‘

YOU FEEL USEFUL IN A JOB"

Unemployment is 13 million, MALEMPLOYMENT is 123
million official 'jobs'. So if you get a job, the chances are
you'll be even less socially useful than doing an honest day's
idleness on the dole. Would you be contributing to society if
you got a job in an arms factory, or in the police force, or
for Securicorps, or in the Army ? Woulin't you be helping
the ruling class only ? Could you Zeel self-respect working
in an advertising agency ? Wouldn't a sensible socialist soci-
ety mean that we could provide for each other's wellbeing
without thousands of separate insurance schemes -=- it's peo-
ple, not paper, that are our guarantee in life, What about the
millions of aours wasted building office blocks rather than
houses, or on roads when it would be better to switch to free
rail and bus transport, which would also eliminate useless
ticket jobs, Instead of settling on a sensible, agreed range
of long-lasting, easily repaired products, think how the prof-
it motive leads to duplication, waste, phoney products, sense
less restyling of models, irrational marketing and packaging,
etc. Think how unnecessary all the time spent by bureaucrats .
cheking up on us really is, from the point of view of living in
a socialist self-managed society, where people got on with the
job, because they could see they really were working for the
common wealth, And unionists would be happy to drop their
restrictive practices and the overmanning they insist on in a
hostile environment, as a (doomed) defensive strategy. So
let's see ourselves as on strike against an insane economy of
organised uselessness, and try to move things in the directi-
ons of a shorter workmg‘week only useful socially necessary
work to make this island self-sufficient in food and energy
and to gear our manufacturing industry increasingly towards
the real needs of the poor countries, instead of making luxury
junk for the rich world.

"YOU GET REALLY DEPRESSED

At least we aren't always tired out by work. If we can keep
our heads above water on less money, we have time and ener-
gy to pursue goals we choose. To see things this way is to
come into conflict with other people's SLAVE habits and atti-
tudes -- and our own feelings of guilt., Work is the opium of
the masses -- you can't expect to give up the national religion
and chief drug addiction without some sticky patches. But no
one can lead you out of slave society, you'll have to be your
own Moses and spring yourself into your own autonomy, and
face the period of wandering in the desert of your mind, If
you get depressed, don't distract yourself! Accept your de-
pression, be it, flow with it, go into it to come across what is
really going on underneath the surface., You'll maybe meet
all sorts of dragons and monsters, Deny them, and they'll
keep coming back (worse). Recognise them as you, accept
the bits you don't like, and they'll gradually lose their power
over you (St. George had it all wrong). Even the bad experi-
ences can help us on our individual journey., If we hang on in
their long enough, things will sort themselves out, But before
this has time to happen, watch out that you don't get yourself
locked up. Relatives and neighbours may well object to your
'acting funny', so it's very important for you to have one or
more friends you can trust completely, to help you, without
trying to interfere with you. If things get too frightening, get
in touch with a P, N, P, group (People Need People/People not
Psychiatry)., We've all been hurt; you are not alone: other
people have faced the inner emptiness and found its riches,

"IT'S UNMANLY'""

For men, being out of a job weakens our male pride. This
too could be an opportunity, We could seize the chance to lis-



10
ten to our wives, say sorry for falling out, get the communic-
ation flowing again., Working out a new kind of relationship
with our wife or lover takes time, which our work=-first soci=
ety doesn't normally allow us. Wonten are becoming more in-
dependent, but too many men are needlessly clinging to old
ideas, Some men have formed men's liberation groups to
learn from what women are saying, and to outgrow gilly ideas
such as '"men don't cry’. We have found that stopping oppres-
sing women is the hardest most important step in freeing our-
selves =- because we live in a women-hating, women=-fearing

. culture. Many men feel it's "'unmanly'' to be washing nappies,
and not to be out with their mates. This kind of work-manli-
ness is often linked to violent-manliness, as in Mosley's
Blackshirts, and is based on unsatisfying sexual relationships
very often. Give up your tool-power and prick-power and
take your new found time to make love in new, more loving
ways, whenever you both feel like it, rather than last thing at
night before clocking on again in the morning. Share your
poverty, and find the riches of your bodies and 'souls'. Take
over the shit-work and it will manure your life, Instead of
always being too tired to play, and spending money on our
kids as a second=-rate form of lové, being unemployed gives
us a chance to get our relationship with our children right,
and to see the world through their eyes again.

- Many old people say ihat, for all the”hardship, the thirties
were the best years of their lives. People met each other at

a deeper level, out of their need, helped each other out and
generated a community spirit as opposed to the unfriendly
spirit of competing for private goodies, as nowadays,
are all sorts of things we can do:

There

-

m

1) join a claimants' union fo struggle for our righis, and help

others to get money too;

side jobs, homebrewing, mending things, jumble sales,

more self=sufficiency generally;

food co-ops, equipment pools, neighbourhood workshons,

lunch clubs, play groups, etc. ;

developing skills into niches in an alternative economy,

, e. g. scraptechnology co-ops;

5) knowing and helping and being helped by the old, the dis-

' abled, etc, ourselves, directly or in voluntary associations

6) contacting alternative projects or starting them, e.g. com-

munity printing presses; .

hitch and visit friends, relatives, other projects, etc., in

couniry or other cities

entertain ourselves better inexpensively, e. g. making our

own music, dances, songs;

9) use library, school, adult education, etc. facilities, organ-
ise for more open access;

10) claim our right {o use parks, streets, ete. without being
harassed by police.

2)
3)

4)

7)

8)

FRIENDS, THE RIGHT TO WORK WAS A PROGRESSIVE
DEMAND IN THE DAYS WHEN THE CONQUERED PEO-
PLE WERE PUT TO DEATH., BUT.NOW IT'S TIME TO
QUESTION THE SLAVE BASIS OF OUR SOCIETY AND
OUR OWN SLAVE HABITS. DON'T BE PSYCHO-TERRO-
RISED BACK INTO LINE BY THE STATE OR BY THE
LEFT. AIM TO REVOLUTIONISE YOUR OWN EVERY -
DAY LIFE WITH OTHERS, AND THAT WAY YOU WILL
CHANGE SOCIETY AND ABOLISH THE WORKING CLASS
AS WELL AS THE RULING CLASS.

THE POVERTY OF THEOR

THE 'LAWS' of theoretical economics got a clean bill of
health from Mrs. Thatcher last month during her publicity
tour of the U.S.A. For Mrs. Thatcher then, the laws of
supply and demand are part of the universal economic laws
which ""could not be repealed, even by the most authoritarian

regimes’,

Is economics, as Mrs. Thatcher clearly suggested, a soc-
ial science which can construct laws like the physical scien-
ces? Can it provide us with universally valid knowledge
prior to all experience? |

In the Conservative party among people like Sir Keith
Joseph and Thatcher there is a move towards a kind of pure
economics, which concerns itself mainly with market econo-
mics and theoretical economic 'laws'., It gets its inspiration
today from monetary economists lixe Milton Friedmann who
for England currently recommend tight government control
of the money supply. Which would mean the government
would bring in credit restrictions and print less money, lead-
ing to the bankrupting of "'less efficient" firms and consequent
unemployment, This would then, in theory, result in under-
mining and reducing the power of organised labour, which
would in turn cut iaflation.,

This approach considers the economic system in isolation
from its social and political consequ=nces. A tight money
policy is not much cop, from the politicians' point of view,
if it leads to riots and revolution. Mrs. Thaticher's so-
called economic realities are hardly practical if the political
and social outcome is revolution. That's why it is doubtful
that she will commit herself and the Tory party totally to the
dogma of the freemarke: and hardline monetary economics,
as an instrument of practical polizy in off<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>