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land (c. 1930) after nearly fourtieen
years of constant warfare. He seemed
to have borne a charmed life, Not
10% of his officers had survived his
campaigns.'' The Spanish Arena
(Right Book Club),
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ON JULY 29th, 1936 when interview-

A WREATH FOR FRANGO

Inscriptiion aboie Carabaiciel prison
eatrance: L

I CAN AFFIRM WITHOUT FEAR OF
ERROR, THAT ANYONE WHO HAS
VISITED THE PRISONS OF OTHER
COUNTRIES, AND COMPARED THEM
WITH OURS, WILL NOT HAVE
FOUND INSTITUTIONS AS EQUIT-
ABLE, CHRISTIAN OR HUMANE AS
THOSE ESTABLISHED BY OUR
MOVEMENT. --Francisco Franco.

'"NOT ONE or two, but five or ten
turns of the handle are necessary be-
fore the victim stops screaming or
wriggling. Not one or two minutes are
necessary but ten or twenty.'' The ex-
ecutioner sinaps ine collar sanuf and
.turas the handle. Two turns are sup-
‘posed to be enough. But it has raraly
-been enough. ''The inexperience or
nerves of the executioner more ofien
than not turns the execution iato a pro-
longed and horrifying spectaclzs.”
--Sr. Daniel Suerio on the garotte,
quoted in the Daily Mirror 25.9.75.
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- FROM THE beginning of the war to

AN Tuua. MoV SE, &

June 30, 1933 there were 1,167 Som-
vardments by Franco rebels against
civil opulations (an average of 1,5
each day over two years). Madrid
had been bombarded 151 times, Bar-
celona 93, Valencia 79. The War in
Spain (United Editorial),
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"THE REPUBLIC has been proclaim-
ed in Spain. It is the duty of all, at
the present time, to co-operate with
their discipline and allegiance so that
peace may reign and the Nation be
permitted to direct itself through the
natural judiciai channels, "

--Franco's order to the military acad-
emy at Zaragoza (praised by Marshal
Petain) on the prociamation of the
Spanish Republic 14,4,.31.

IN 1934 under the Republic, Franco
was recalled from exile in the Balear-
ic Islands to put down 'left-wing ris-
ings' in Madrid, Cataionia and

Asturias.
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."FRANCO RETURNED to his native

ed by the News Chroniclein Tetuan
Franco was asked, ' How long, now
that your coup has failed in its object-
ives, is the massacre to go on?"

Franco replied, ''There can be no
compromise, no truce. I shall go on
preparing my advance to Madrid, I
shail advance. I shall take the capit-
al. I shall save Spain from Marxism
at whatever cost, "

To the further question by the cor-
respondent, ''This means that you
will have to shoot half Spain?' Franco

replied, 'I repeat, at whatever cost. "
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Noel Monks of the Daily Express
visiting Guernica at daybreak on
April 27th, 1937 saw 600 bodies of
victims of the German-Itaiian-Franco
bombing, "'nmurses, children, farmers,
old women, girls, old men, babies''.
He expressed the belief that 1,000 civil-
ians had been killed. The insurgents
have always disclaimed responsibility,
putting it down to 'Red arson'., Fleeing

refugees were machine-gunned,

Continued on Page 2

DEATH OF A WARRIOR

CIPRIANO MERA, veteran of the Span-
isn civil war, has died. He was a buil-

ding worker, and a member of the Con-
federacidn Nacionai del Trabajo (CNT)
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and the Federacion Anarquista Iberica
(FAI).
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Mera's name first "'hit the headlines'
in 1933, Following the elections in
November, and the formation of a so-
called ''centre' coailition governiment
under Lerroux, there was a consider-
able intensification of the class strug-
gle in many parts of Spain, In Madrid,
the telephone workers - members of
the CNT - went on strike., Sponiane-
ous strikes broke out elsewhere, in-
clading a general strike in Valencia,
But the greatest struggle was in Sara-
gossa (Zaragoza), which lasted rfor
fifty-seven days. The employers
were, since the election of ''their'' gov-
ernment, determined to lower wages,
while the landlords raised rents and
evicted tenants., Many of the workers
decided to send their wives and cnild-
ren away to Barcelona by rail; butl
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and prevented it from leaving the sta-
tion,

On December 8, the CNT-FAI went on

the offensive. They organised a revo-
lutionary committee, which included

Isaac Puente and Cipriano Mera. Under
tne direction of this committee, the
workers fought for several days against
the civil police, reinforced by the Army
and backed up by tanks, The FAI pro-
claimed Communismo Libertario.
About sixty workers were Killed, many
wounded, and over 700 were jailed.
some while after, Cipriano Mera

moved to Madrid.,
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In June and July, 1936, Generais
Franco and Mola, supporied by the
great landowners, the big bourgeoisie
and, of course, the Church, were pre-
pariag their military uprising against
the Spanish Republic., Not a day went
by without someone being murdered,
And in Valencia, on July 11, the Falan-
gists seized the radio station, and au-
nounced: ''The Spanish Falange has
seized this transmitter by force of
arms, Tomorrow the same will hap-
pen throughout Spain.'' Huge demonst-
rations against Fascism were held.
But it was in Madrid that conflict be~-
came most acute, There, the smell
of civil war was already in the air,

Since early February, Madrid had
been afizcted by many strikes. The
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