
No Borders Camp at Gatwick
From 19th to 24th September No Borders groups will gather at j 
Gatwick Airport for the first No Border Camp in the UK. This 
camp will be a chance to work together to try and stop the 
building of a new detention centre, and to gather
ideas for how to build up the fight against the
system of migration controls
Gatwick is a border in the middle of Britain.
People arrive here everyday. People are forcibly
deported from here everyday. It is a place where
people are imprisoned for unlimited lengths of
time without trial, where people are treated as
criminals for the 'crime’ of crossing the border.
The government has recently announced its intention to build a new detention 
centre, near Tinsley House, another detention centre at Gatwick airport. This 
will be another in a long line of barbarous prisons across the world, imprisoning 

people who migrate. Unless we stop it from being built.
The camp aims to challenge the building of the new centre and also 

to build up awareness about the issues of migration & 
asylum in that part of London.
Please spread the word and if anyone would like to get 
involved please mail us at 
info@nobordersnottingham.org.uk, see also http:// 

* noborders.org.uk.

Women’s Group 
Activities for Women Only take place at Refugee 

Forum every Friday between 10am and 2pm. 

It's also an opportunity for women to meet and 
there will be a woman advice worker available 

at each session.
The group is setting up FREE activities, training 
and information sessions - more details will be 
available on the women's information board at 

Refugee Forum.
All Women Welcome J
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Interested in playing the guitar or drums?
Want to meet new friends?

Join us at the Music Workshop
Thursday 26th July and 9th & 23rd August

from 7pm to 9pm at the Square Centre
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Music Workshop
Notts Refugee Forum has recently had the first of its 
fortnightly music workshops for asylum seekers. 
This was a success with six asylum seekers joining in 
on drums and guitar. The group was a mixture of 
experienced musicians and people who wanted to 
learn an instrument. Destitute asylum seekers got 
access to musical instruments. The atmosphere was 
very relaxed and everyone got a chance to join in.

The next workshop
is on Thursday 26tli fp-
July from 7pm Io I fl
9pm at the Square
Centre. We urge
people to get involved, either by providing 
instruments or coming along to the 
workshops. Both asylum seekers and people 
from the host community are most welcome.
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Jacqui Smith New Home Secretary should back 
amnesty for illegal workers
New Home Secretary Jacqui Smith should back a plan to allow almost half a 
million people who are currently living illegally in the UK to stay in Britain and 
pay taxes, according to the Institute for Public Policy Research (IPPR). The plan 
was backed by her new cabinet colleagues Alan Johnson and Harriet Harman 
during Labour’s Deputy Leadership campaign.

IPPR’s research shows that regularising the nearly half million people who 
currently live and work illegally in the UK could net the Treasury around 
Llbillion a year compared to the £4.7billion it would cost to deport them 
forcibly.
IPPR argues that effective immigration controls, including deportation 
procedures, are crucial to a well managed migration system. But it says that 
deporting hundreds of thousands of irregular migrants, particularly those who 
have been in the UK for many years, is simply not feasible - according to a 
recent Home Office report, this could take over 30 years at the current rate of 
deportation - or desirable.
“Illegal immigration is a deeply difficult subject for politicians to tackle. But 
Jacqui Smith should listen to her cabinet colleagues and back a plan for 
regularising the nearly half million people who live and work illegally in the UK.
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On Saturday 30 June at 12 noon, The
Nottingham Congolese Community
assembled to demonstrated against
continued deportations.
Starting from The Old Market Square,
they marched through Nottingham, past
the railway station and continued
through the Meadows Queens Walk to
the Meadows Park near the
embankment.
They wanted to draw attention to continued deportations of their community to 
the Congo, in spite of the risks to them. Is the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
(DRC) really independent? Since "independence was granted to the DRC on 30
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Nottingham Congolese Community 
demonstrated against continued deportations
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June 1960, the country has been under the 
control of criminals and dictators, while its 
progress has been hindered by foreign 
interference, illegal exploitation and 
exportation of the Congo’s natural 
resources, and levels of repression, human 
rights abuses and conflict that have killed 
millions and produced hundreds of 
thousands of asylum seekers, refugees and 
internally displaced persons.

Despite the so-called ’democratic’ elections 
last year, more people were gunned down 
in February this year in the Bas-Congo

region while protesting against local election results. Innocent men, women and 
children belonging to the politico-religious group Bundu dia Kongo were killed 
while they prayed in their church.
On 22 and 23 march, more than 700
people died in the capital when troops
loyal to Joseph ' Kabila' used heavy
arms in an open street battle against
those backing hi’s presidential
contender Jean-Pierre Bemba.
Hundreds more were seriously injured,
thousands arrested and an unknown 
number were forcibly disappeared.
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Continued from page 4
In the east of the country, war 
between opposing groups of militias 
is still causing death, devastation, 
displacement and acute insecurity. 
Rape is endemic throughout the 
country and is used as a weapon of 
oppression punishment and torture

Industrial loggers are being allowed 
to plunder the Congo's remaining 
intact rainforest , upon which more 
than two thirds of the population 
depend for their livelihood. Eighty 
percent of the species found in the 
Congo cannot be found anywhere else 
on earth. People are being exploited 
for their land.

There is credible evidence of 
persecution of Congolese Asylum 
seekers who are forcibly returned to 
the DRC. A country Guidance 
tribunal due to start on July will aim 
to determine that it is unsafe to return 
people under present conditions. 
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The protest was organised by: 
Nottingham Congolese Community. 
Supported by: No Borders Nottingham, 
African Initiative Support, NCADC

"The situation is dire.
The treatment of failed 
asylum seekers is very bad 
- there is a very high risk 
of people [being] arrested 
when they are sent back." 
Liz Atherton, Congo Support 
Project co-ordinator,

I Forty MPs have backed a I 
I Commons motion calling for all I 
I removals to be suspended until the I 
I court battle over removals to the I 
I DRC is concluded. John I 
I McDonnell, the Labour MP for I 
I Hayes and Harlington, whose I 
I constituency includes two I 
I immigration detention centres, I 
I warned that many people had I 
I simply disappeared when they I 
I arrived back in the DRC. I

I He said: "There are really 
I heartrending cases. We have been 
I asking the Government to at least 
I have some process for tracking 
I people after they are deported. The 
I Government can have no 
I confidence in the safety or security 
I of people they are deporting."

I Nick Clegg, the Liberal Democrat 
I home affairs spokesman, said the 
I Government had a "moral 
I obligation" not to deport people to 
I countries that are unsafe. He said: 
I "Jacqui Smith should part company 
I from her predecessors and not play 
I politics with asylum.”

Article from Notts Indymedia




