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Zimbabwe appeal allowed at the High Court. The High Court allowed the Refugee Legal |
Centre appeal. This now means that this test case will be reheard by the Asylum and

Immigration Tribunal.

What is the case about? RLC are putting forward a case that Zimbabweans that are being
returned face further persecution upon return. This is one thing that the UK government are
not allowed to do.

What does this mean for Zimbabweans? This means that at the moment people from
Zimbabwe cannot be returned home forcibly. This does not stop them voluntarily returning if
they wish. This obviously leaves Zimbabweans in a state of “limbo” until this case has been
decided. We believe that Zimbabweans, who have no outstanding claim, may still be able to
apply for Section 4 support.

New Policy

NASS have Launched their Policy Bulletin 86 — Possessions. This states what
people are allowed to take with them when being moved into NASS
accommodation. It also clearly states whose responsibility it is to pay for this.
Please see me if you would like a copy of the full policy.

Section 55 Interviews

Since February 2007, Immigration (IND) has been able to provide travel tickets
for applicants who are invited to attend a Section 55 Interview. These tickets will
not be provided automatically but can be requested. From April 2007 the NAM
offices will be responsible for doing these interviews.



What are the interviews for? Section 55 states that a person must make a claim
for asylum “as soon as reasonably practicable” Everyone who claims asylum is
subject to this rule. It is not as strictly imposed as previously but people could
still have access to support withdrawn. The only way to challenge this would be

through a Judicial Review.
Section 4

A reminder that if you are from the following countries you may' be able to apply
for Section 4 support without having to sign for voluntary return. These countries
are:

e Zimbabwe (temporarily until the court case is heard)

e Palestine (as they are unable to return you as it is not possible to obtain travel
documents to Palestine)

e Iraq (If someone is from central and southern Iraq and this is stated either in
their SEF (Statement of Evidence Form) or their initial Refusal papers then
they may be able to apply temporarily)

e Afghanistan (Women who are the head of a household)

Transition Process for Section 4.

This process is still ongoing. It was due to be completed by 31% March 2007
nationwide. This will now not be achieved. Please find attached a questions and
answer document from the Home Office explaining the process.

Choices/Voluntary Return

We had Aidan Hallett from Refugee Action come to Refugee Forum to offer
training to staff and volunteers. For anyone who would like a handout of the
evening, please see me. Some important information was discussed including
the following:

Increase in Financial Package for Voluntary Return:

These categories below will ONLY apply if the person claimed asylum before
31/1/2007.
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Recently the government announced that from September asylum seekers would

no longer be allowed to have free English classes (ESOL). Refugee Forum
along with many other organisations locally and nationally campaigned against
this. We are please that the government has now said that free ESOL classes
will continue for the following 2 groups of asylum seekers:

e Those people whose cases are still being considered and it has taken more
than 6 months

e People whose asylum claims have not been successful but who are not able
to return to their home country.

This is good to hear, but it is still not clear how this will work. It does mean that
asylum seekers who have been here less than 6 months will be expected to pay
for their ESOL classes.

Congratulations to all of you involved in this campaign. It is a start and we will
forward you details of any further information or changes.






