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Report Destitution (Cash) Group 2007
The Tuesday morning (Cash) group has continued to distribute cash, lunch tickets and referrals to the Food group throughout 
the year. It has now done so for a total of 167 weeks, during which time it has distributed nearly £60,000!

Destitute asylum seekers whose claims have failed, and who have no other means of income and are not allowed to work, are 
given £10 per month (£20 if they have severe health problems), plus a choice of referral to the Saturday Food Group or tickets 
entitling them to two hot meals a week in community restaurants.

In March there was a crisis, as the consequences of spending more than we had coming in could no longer be ignored. At the 
end of February 2007, our average monthly spending (for cash and lunch tickets) had been £1920 over the past 12 months. 
The Destitution Fund also had to fund the Food group, and the monthly standing order income was around £800. Despite some 
incredibly generous additional one-off donations, this was obviously not sustainable. The money was running out, and we had 
to do something.
We were faced with telling people who have nothing that they could lose the only help they still get. We felt that the Food 
Group could continue, as the help they give is particularly cost-effective and, because of participation by asylum seekers, 
empowering. However, we had to rethink the cash support. Having even a tiny amount of cash is important for human 
dignity, affords people some level of choice, and helps with phone calls or bus fares or other special needs.

Our first approach was the obvious one: further appeals to our members, accompanied by other fundraising efforts. Once 
again, members responded magnificently, with some very large one-off donations, and standing orders increased to now total 
around £1100-£1200 per month. Luckily, we also received Gift Aid from the taxman at around this time. So, thanks to 
everyone, our coffers were no longer completely empty, but we still had to address the huge amounts we were handing out.

We explained the situation to people who came for cash. A system of regular interviews for everyone was instituted. This
meant that we could target the support more precisely at those 
who most needed it. When this system started, several people 
stopped coming for cash - we hope that it was a self-selecting 
group of those who could manage without our help, perhaps 
because they had enough support from a church or their 
friends. So the numbers we were supporting dropped from 
about 130 to about 80 per month. The intention was also to 
identify other needs people had, which we might be able to 
help with. So some people have had help with prescriptions 
and medical needs, and been put in touch with social groups 
and events if they were feeling isolated, for example.

A computerised database was also established, so we could 
keep a better watch on who was getting what. It now feels as 
if the project is sustainable into the foreseeable future - but 
only if the standing orders continue at the current or greater 
rates, and the one-off donations continue to roll in!

In the past year (from start September 06 to end August 07), 
we have:
• Made 1336 separate payments
• Handed out £17,725 in cash payments
• Handed out 1140 lunch tickets (costing us £2.50 each)

costing a total of £20,575.

Finally, we’d like to extend our warmest thanks to everyone 
who has contributed, and made it possible to continue 
supporting people who, after suffering in their own countries 
and during their dangerous journeys here, now are condemned 
to destitution. Continued on following page www.nottsrefugeeforum.org.uk
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We’ve also found that we’ve had an increasing number of 
asylum seekers (about 25% ) that have been left destitute 
because of failures in the system. This could be because their 
Section 4 payments or NASS payments have stopped in error 
or there have been delays in these payments starting.

In the year to 31.08.07 the food group distributed over 2,800 
food parcels and we supported over 100 different asylum 
seekers every month.
Due to changes in referral process (see previous page) The 
numbers of asylum seekers using our group have slightly 
decreased over the year from 54 per week (average) at the 
beginning of the year to an average 47 per week at the end of 
the year.
This year we’ve been able to slightly increase the amount of 
food we give out and thanks to the support of local green 
grocers Thompson Brothers we’ve been able to also increase 
the amount we give out of fruit and vegetables too.

The cost of the food distributed is currently about £200 per week

Volunteering
We have tried to include the asylum seekers that use our 
group in all the aspects of our work. Over the last year we 
have encouraged them to volunteer and to get involved. This 
meant at times some of the host community volunteers 
(including myself) having to take a back seat or develop new 
elements to our work.

As only about 20% of our users are women, we felt important 
that we should try and encourage women to volunteer with 

the group too. Presently we have 3 women 
that volunteer with the group, One helps 
with the food distribution and the other two 
work in the kitchen preparing the hot meal

Currently we have more asylum seekers 
volunteers than host community volunteers 
and most of the work done now is by 
asylum seekers for asylum seekers. 
Generally the host community volunteers 
are only there to meet Health & Safety 
legislation.

As their confidence grows, we found that 
they have got more involved in making 
decision as well as the day to day running 
of the group.

CHARITY
It’s been a busy year for the Food Group we have found that 
more and more refused asylum seekers are being left without 
the basic means to survive. After their claim is rejected, the 
Home Office gives them 28 days notice to leave their 
accommodation. Unless they are prepared to sign up to return 
voluntary to their country of origin all financial support will 
stop. For many the idea of voluntarily returning to countries 
such as Iraq, DR Congo and Zimbabwe is too frightening and 
they are forced into destitution as they are not allowed to 
work or claim benefits.

Cash Group Report Continued
During the year the Destitution Group have helped 
several hundred refugees from over 30 countries

Albania, Algeria, Angola,including:-Afghanistan,
Burundi, Cameroon, China, Congo, Eritrea, Ethiopia,
Gabon. Ghana, Guinea, India, Iran, Iraq, Ivor}' Coast,
Israel, Kenya, Kosovo, Liberia, Malawi, Moldova,
Mongolia, Nigeria, North Korea, Pakistan, Palestine,
Romania. Russia. Serbia, Somali, South Africa, Sudan,
Turkey, Uganda, Zimbabwe
To give a clearer idea of the current situation: in August 
2007 (the last month for which we have full data) we
supported:
Afghanistan: 3 people , Algeria: 5 people, Angola: 1 
person, Cameroon: 1 person, Cote D’Ivoire: 1 person,
DR Congo: 15 people, Eritrea: 3 people, Guinea: 1 
person, Iran: 24 people, Iraq: 4 people,, Kenya: 2 
people, Liberia: 1 person, Malawi: 1 person, Pakistan:

1 person, Sudan: 1 person,2 people, Palestine:
Turkey: 2 people, Ukraine: 1 person, Zimbabwe: 8 
people, Unknown origin: 1 person 
Of these:
2 were born in the 1940s, 4 were bom in the 1950s. 14 
were bom in the 1960s, 42 were born in the 1970s, 15 
were bom in the 1980s, Unknown: 1 
11 were female and 66 were male.
2 received no cash; 45 received £10; 28 received £20; 2 
(with children) received £j0.The chart below shows the 
numbers of people coming for cash each week; it is 
clear that the numbers dropped at week 29 (in March) 
after our crisis, when we started the new system of 
regular in-depth interviews.
Chris Cann

Destitution Fund (start Sep 06 - end Aug 07)
Number of People Receiving Cash Support



This extra help has enabled us to look at other aspects of work we can do.

In March & April we worked with DR Congo asylum seekers in organising two 
protests against the forced deportation back to the Congo. In May our volunteers 
joined the May Day protest march in support of asylum seekers rights.

Social Events
During the summer Frank and David (an asylum seeker) started playing guitar in 
the hall on a Saturday. Joining up with two other Asylum Seekers (Maluse & 
Assuman) they formed a band and after only two rehearsals played at the African 
night party in June. Unfortunately, David had to leave Nottingham, but not 
before he helped us establish fortnightly music workshops.
We assisted the football team to get started by helping them to produce posters 
and leaflets advertising their events.

66 Blissful Support 
The creation of the NNRF 
has been without a doubt 
the bliss that destitute 
asylum seekers will always 
remember.
My experience as a 
volunteer with the NNRF’s 
Destitution group has 
shown me that it has 
become a pillar for a lot of 
us to hold onto, as they help 
us dealing with our 
desperation week in week 
out. It’s incredible the 
amount of effort that they 
put into holding a diversity 
of social events, which fill 
the whole group (including 
women with children) with 
some hope and belief 
towards the future. 
The food that we collect

In August, our volunteers raised the money to purchase a pool table, which we 
use on a Saturday, this is very popular with both volunteers and asylum seekers.
We wanted to build a social side to the 
work we do, so in March and April we 
organised two parties at a Kurdish 
Restaurant to celebrate the birthday’s of 
two of our long standing young 
volunteers Azad & Awara.
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We followed this up in June with an 
African themed party that we helped to 
organise. This party was for all the staff 
and volunteers at the forum, and was a 
great success. Long Journey Home gave . 
us some financial support, which 
enabled us to organise an African mask 
making workshop.

In August, we worked with the Women’s 
Group to organise a Family Fun Day. 
Over 140 people turned up at this event.-
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In September, Ruth and Berhan two of our volunteers from Ethiopia and Eritrea 
organised a very successful party to celebrate Ethiopian New Year. The event 
was attended by both the Eritrean I Ethiopian community as well as the host 
community and involved a veiy moving coffee ceremony.

Finally
We’ve tried hard to make Saturday’s food distribution a friendly and 
informal atmosphere. We encourage everyone to get involved. We do not 
want asylum seekers to be merely the passive recipients of charity. Instead, 
we have seen asylum seekers become happier, more fulfilled and confident 
as they have been given purpose, dignity and opportunity.
Solidarity not Charity!
Bill Walton

every week and the oney
(although very little), 
thanks to the funding 
somehow, has played a 
huge part in our lives. 
There has been a positive 
change on the food quality 
since it first began, which 
gradually seems to be get 
better and better.
Considering that I’ve been 
helped by this group of 
good people for three years 
now, I really would like to 
think that for the sake of 
us, God will protect the 
generosity of those who 
have guaranteed the 
funding that so far has 
been.

Many thanks! 
Jd




