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STANDING ORDER MANDATE

refirbi ik ol =
Bank name

Bank address

PAYMENT AUTHORITY:
Please debit my/our account in accordance with the follow-
ing details:

Please pay The Co-operative Bank,

PO Box 101, 1 Balloon Street, Manchester, M60 4EP
Sort code 089299 / Account 65226311

Monthly amount
Day of month for payment

Until further notice in writing, or

(account holder 1)

(account holder 2)

Please complete and return to NNRF:
The Square Centre,

| 389-394 Alfred Street North,
Nottingham NG3 1AA
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DESTITUTION (CASH) GROUP 2007/08

The Tuesday morning (Cash) group
continues to distribute cash, lunch
tickets and referrals to the Food group.
It has now done so for a total of 226
weeks (more than four years), during
which time it has distributed over
£75,000.

Destitute asylum seekers whose claims
have failed, and who have no other means
of income (and are not allowed to work,)
are given £10 per month (£20 if they have
severe health problems), plus a choice of
referral to the Saturday Food Group or
tickets entitling them to two hot meals a
week in community restaurants.

Many others are also in desperate
situations, but as limits to our funds mean
we have to restrict our giving to those in
most dire need, we are unable to help, for
example: asylum seekers on Section Four
who survive on £35-worth of supermarket
vouchers weekly — and no fares to help
them reach the supermarket.

The whole Anti-Destitution Project is
voluntarily funded. We are not allowed to
use any public funds, so the support of
well-wishers is essential. The money we
raise covers: the Tuesday Cash support, the
Saturday Food Group support, and
occasional one-off small grants made at
times of special need by advisors. Once
again, NNRF’s members and supporters
have been incredibly generous. We have a
solid base of standing orders to fund the
support we can give to destitute asylum
seekers, and this is augmented by many
one-off donations, some very large.
Without your help, we could not have
continued to assist some of the most
vulnerable people amongst us. Even a tiny
amount of cash is important for human
dignity, affords people some level of
choice, and helps with phone calls or bus
fares or other special needs.
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‘I’m very grateful for food
and cash I receive each
week. Don’t think any

other refugee group get
what we get here in
Nottingham.”

Women Asylum Seeker

As well as handing out small amounts of
cash and referrals to the Food Group, the
Cash Group has also, during our regular
interviews with asylum seekers, been able
to refer people to other services or
advisors, soup kitchens, etc. The Group is
shortly to undergo interview training so
that we can pick up on needs and ways of
helping with these needs more effectively.

In the past year (from start October 07 to
end September 08), we have:

Made 922 separate payments (1336
previous year)

Handed out £14,339 in cash payments
(£17,725 previous year)
Handed out 1074 lunch tickets (costing us
£3 each) (1140 at £2.50 previous year)

costing a total of £17,561 (£20,575
previous year).

We have had to tighten our criteria to fit
our cloth; hence the slightly reduced giving
over the previous year. However, if giving
by members and supporters continues as it
is now, we hope that we are able to
continue at the present rate. Each April,
we also make a giant Gift Aid claim, and
this is a great help — so may we remind
givers who have not yet signed up for Gift
Aid, and who are tax payers, that Gift Aid
forms are downloadable from the NNRF
website or available from the Centre.

“I have been volunteering with
the Cash Group for some time. It
would be difficult to say that I
enjoy it, as we are dealing with
people in such difficult
situations and we can do so little
to help them. I can say that it is
always interesting and that I
often feel very humbled by the
kind and courteous attitudes of

people who have undergone
such terrible traumas in their

country of origin and here are
made destitute and have to rely
on charitable giving. At a recent
session a destitute refugee from
Zimbabwe who relies £2.50 a
month from the cash group, said:

“I’'m grateful for the Refugee
Centre. What seems like little, to

me 1s very big”
Jean

As well as causing destitution on a horrifying
scale, the prohibition of work for asylum
seekers also contributes to boredom; lack of
contact with the host community; loss of
skills through non-use; and mental health
issues, including problems with self-esteem.
And for the host community it causes the loss
of potentially very valuable contributions —
asylum seekers come with all manner of skills
and experiences. They can be doctors,
engineers, artists, teachers, gardeners, etc —
yet the craziness of the asylum system refuses

to let them use these skills, and forces them
into destitution instead.

| Chris Cann
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People originate from a whole host
of different countries. To give a
clearer idea of the current situation:
in the last four weeks of September
2008 (the last month for which we

have full data) we supported 60
people:

Afghanistan: 2 people
Algeria: 2 people
Angola: 2 people
DR Congo: 9 people
Eritrea: 2 people
Guinea: 1 person
[ran: 15 people
Iraq: 5 people
Jamaica: 1 person
Kenya: 1 person
Korea: 1 person
Malawi: 2 people
Mongolia: 1person
Pakistan: 4 people
Sudan: 2 people
Syria: 1 person
Zimbabwe:9 people

Of these:
3 were born in the 1940s*
4 were born in the 1950s*
11 were born in the 1960s
21 were born in the 1970s
20 were born in the 1980s
1 was born in 1990

* When looking at these birthdates, please

bear in mind the aging process caused by
deprivation, fear and suffering.

12 were female and 48 were male.

1 received no cash, only a referral to
the Food Group; 1 received £2.50 as a
single week’s payment;30 received
£10, the standard amount;

27 received £20 because of bad health
in 24 cases, pregnancy in 1 case,
unsupported children in 2 cases;

1 received £40, as he is blind and
unable to access the Food Group or
use lunch tickets.





