


The Nottingham and Nottinghamshire Refugee Forum (NNRF) is a voluntary organisation set up
to enable interested local organisations and individuals to work in partnership to help meet the
needs of refugees and asylum seekers. The Forum was established as a response to the policy
adopted by the Government of dispersing asylum seekers from London to cities where low-cost
accommodation could be obtained. Nottingham has become one of the top ten provincial cities
receiving asylum seekers dispersed by the National Asylum Support Service [NASS].

The NNRF was constituted at an inaugural meeting on 22nd June 2000, which was addressed
by Alan Simpson MP and Usha Sood, a barrister specialising in immigration law. The central
purpose of the Forum is to help refugees and asylum seekers feel welcome and give them a
local "voice".

The Forum is committed to maximising the involvement of asylum seekers and refugees in the
running of the organisation, and the Constitution stipulates that at least three members of the
management committee must be refugees.

In 2005, the Forum has a membership of 451 individuals and 98 organisations. A wide range
of religious and political organisations and companies have affiliated.

Individual members pay an annual subscription and are kept informed and involved in the work
of the Forum. Many of these members contribute practical help to the work of the Forum
through a range of sub-committees and as volunteers.

The Forum has a Management Committee, whose members are also trustees of the charity,
and directors of the company limited by guarantee. The Management Committee is elected
annually at the AGM. The Chair, Secretary and Treasurer are also elected annually at the AGM.

There is a Staff Group which deals with personnel issues, a Square Committee [formerly the
118 Committee] which manages,and administe‘rs the NNRF’s premises, a Campaigns Group

and an Anti-Destitution Project.
The NNRF was registered as a charity on 8th June 2001 (Charity number 1086962).

Because of the increasing numbers of employees, and of financial commitments, in 2004 the
Management Committee decided to make the Forum a company limited by guarantee. The
purpose of this is to protect the financial position of the trustees, and the NNRF is still a
voluntary, not-for-profit organisation dedicated to serving refugees and asylum seekers in
Nottingham and Nottinghamshire. NNRF Limited was registered by Companies House on 4th
February 2005 (Company Registration number 5352679).
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