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HE ITALIAN STATE is facing a
leadership crisis. For years the poli-
tical parties have been unable to form a
Governmenl from their own ranks. Coali-
tions have been the rule rather than the
exception. One reason for this is that the
Communist Party in laly is the largest
in the Western world and at the last
General Election, they got 8m. votes and
177 deputies were elected to Parliament.
However, despite this lack of firm
pohitical leadership and direction, Italy
1S, according to one of its bankers, ‘the
world's third richest country’, for since
France’s decline, Italy’s gold reserves
have placed her behind the United States
and Germany. [Italy's economy, like
Germany’s, has a persistent. balance of
payments surplus and, like Germany,
they refused to revalue last November.
But despite this rosy economic picture,
which Bntain’s Labour Government is
trying to emulate, there is widespread
discontent amongst workers, peasants and
students. Unlike this country, their
Government has not clamped down on
wage increases, since these will create
demand, which in turn will take up the
considerable slack that exists in the
economy. In turn, this will give work to
some 600,000-odd unemployed. Of course
protests, wage increases and higher pen-
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stons are all right if they can be kept
under control. This is the crucial ques-
tion for any State, whether in the West
or the East.

ONE DAY GENERAIL STRIKE

Last week the Italian State faced its
biggest strike since the war. Eighteen
million workers stopped work for one
day and virtually brought the country to
a standstill. Although the strike was of
a short duration, such a show of soli-
darity i1s an example of what can be
achieved and that once men and women
feel strong enough on an issue, then there
IS NO greater power.

However, this show of strength was
not for any revolutionary aim, but for
increased pensions. The unions, the
Sociahst Communists (CGIL), the Social
Democratic (UIL), and the Christian
Democratic (CISL), are all claiming a
pension of 809% of a worker's wage at
retirement. Negotiations with the Gov-
ernment and the employers were near to
an agreement and there was some sur-
prisec that the strike took place. The

explanation seems to lie, once again, with
the question of control, for just as there
1Is a crisis of leadership in the Govern-
ment, so there i1s one in the trade unions.
This 1s especially marked in the Com-
munist union and Party. Now that the

HE SQUATTERS' CAMPAIGN
continues. Now there are three
families rehoused by direct action in
London (two in Ilford and one 1n
Notting Hill) and two more houses
are held ready for homeless families
A mass meeting to install families
was held last Sunday at 2 p.m. at
Manor Park. Over 300 people
turned up and marched behind the
purple London Sguatters’ banner to
Oaklands Road, Ilford, where two
families occupied empty council
houses. A third family, the Beres-
fords, were evicted by the police but
it 1s hoped that another house will
be occupied by them by the time
these words appear in print.

The mass meeting was the cul-
mination of many weeks' hard work
and planning by the London Squat-
ters. For reasons of security many
of the details cannot be revealed
even now. But it is sufficient to say
that no detail was considered too
little or that it should concern any-
body else but the person being dealt
with. Here was organisation at its
most efficient that authoritarians can
never emulate.

Whereas people thick in the
middle of organisation did not know
where the occupation was going to
take place, the capitalist press and
councillors have spent sleepless
nights trying to guess our intentions.
The Evening Standard even reported
last week that our plans were foiled
by the council who have moved 1n
old folks in empty flats near Manor
Park. (We only met in Manor Park,
the action was planned in Ilford, of
course, but it shows that the council
can rehouse people when it 1is

Communist Party i1s more open, the
rivalries and splits have occurred. This
looser, freer and more open atmosphere
has meant that the leadership 1s now
under constant pressure from below.
OCCUPATION

The strike was not just a stoppage, but
was also marked by demonstrations in
practically all towns. In Genoa, 5,000
workers occupied the main railway line.
The police were called in to clear the
lines and some clashes occurred. Agri-
cultural workers have also clashed with
the police when they blocked the Rome-
Naples railway at Fondi in their protest
over the pricing of oranges. Textile wor-
kers arc also planning strike action after
cmployers refused to negotiate until
5,000 workers at the Maryotho plant at
Valdagno call off their occupation.

Italy has long had a high strike record,
often these stoppages have been very
militant. Anarchist and syndicalist
methods are still prevalent and are in-
creasing of late. In the past, anarchist
ideas had a large following and a stll
wider influence. In the present crisis of
trade union and Government leadership,
the economic demands now being put
forward could become of a revolutionary

nature.
L

IENANTS & STUDENTS ACT TOGETHER

FOLLOWING account s based

on a paper read to the Community
Action Union Conference, January 4/5,
1969. The report is too long to be pub-
lished in full.

The Abercromby Ward Tenants' and
Residents” Association was already in
existence in July, 1968. The meetings
however were sparsely attended, although
it was in a ward containing some of the
worst slums in the country. Some pro-
mises had been extracted all the same
from local councillors in connection

with the clearance plan. The Abercromby
Community Council was of no assistance.
It believes in action from above down-
wards.

The Association had gained most of
its know-how from the Amalgamated
Tenants' Associations Co-ordinating
Committee, which had fought the
Corporation over the April rent increases
and gained significant concessions from
the Government.

Liverpool University is situated in
the middle of Abercromby Ward. Its
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magnificent new buildings tower over
decaying streets, which are mostly
scheduled for demolition. Many students
live in this area, and at the beginning
of October a handful of them, faced
with an exorbitant rent, decided, at the
same time as going to the rent tribu-
nal, to contact the Tenants' Associa-
tion. They agreed with the secretary to
publicise the next meeting with a leaf-
let addressed to all student-tenants in
the area. Though only about six peo-
ple turned up, the foundations were
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frightened by direct action! How
much longer would the old folks
have had to wait if the council did
not mistake our intentions!)

Another typical (and vile) reaction
of the Newham Council was to rip
up the floorboards of many empty
flats to prevent the squatters moving
into them.

Both families are delighted by the
action of the squatters, at last they
have a home of their own and they
are determined to defend it

T'here was an impromptu meeting
in Oaklands Road to celebrate the
sqquatters’ victory when a messenger
arrived to announce that another
house was occupied 1n nearby Cleve-
land Road. The great crowd cheered
the’news to a man!

T'he houses in Cleveland Road are
owned by the GPO and have been
left empty for the past two years. A
homeless man made a moving
speech from one of the windows
saying that he and his family have

been without a home for the past
four years and he will not move un-
til he 1s given alternative accommo-
dation., As he was ‘-p"(x'f.lfi,' anowtnecr
window went up in another- house
and a comrade from West Ham
announced that another house
was occupied.

The police at that point decided
to throw their weight about and pro-
duced a GPO personage to say that
this last house was meant for offices
and contained documents. |he great
crowd laughed when a squatter
shouted down that the rooms were
completely empty except for a 1966
calendar hanging on a wall

LLondon Squatters want and de-
serve all the help we can give them.
Their address 1s 128 Hainault Road,
E.11 (LEY 8059). They want people
for guard duties especially

I'he campaign continues!
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THE FARCE of Campbell, O'’Kane and

Green versus assorted pigs was pre-
sented at _the petty sessions theatre last
week 1n Belfast. It ran to two perform-
ances and may weH be revived since the
uniformed performers seemed quite keen
for a re-run at the earliest possible
opportunity. O’Kane’s case was open and
shut—five witnesses attesting that he had
been nerther disorderly nor obstructive,
whiic lhe two genilemen mn blue pro-
vided the necessary comedy element by
contradicting each other and disagreecing
among themselves as to where the alleged
incidents took place, The RM, to whit
one Walmsley, did his best to enliven the
show by satirical remarks to wilnesses,
such as ‘Do you really mean to imply,
young man, that the police shouldn’t
bring guns onto the campus?’ A guffaw
elicited by a uniformed buffoon’s com-
plaint that the students had behaved like
mad dogs and shouted ‘Sieg Heil’ at him,
resulted in Walmsley's threats to jail any-
one who laughed—you can’t win, they
put on a farce and then stop you enjoy-
ing it. Since O’Kane was obviously 1nno-
cent they found him guilty and fined
him £30,

Campbell’s case was slightly different
since his innocence was so obvious after
the prosecution case that there was no
need to call any witnesses. The two fuzzy
funsters admitted that (1) it mightn't have
been Campbell, and (2) if it was, the
‘assault’ on their colleague was probably
an accident since they were manhandling
him at the time and swung him round.
Campbell took the stand just to show the
RM (ex-Unionist senator, but impartial
of course) his borrowed suit. On ‘the
convincing police evidence’ he was fined
£15 for disorderly conduct and £25 for
‘assault’. Another student was thrown
out of court for laughing when another
policeman claimed he spent all his time

PIGKETS PROSEGUTED

at the demo walking around looking at

peopie’s legs

Roger Green, pacifist, Quaker and stu-
dent, was found gulty of kicking the
star performer, the omnipresent pig of
the week, Laird the boot. This remark-
able man has eyes in the back of his
head which enable him to give marvel-
tous evidence. When Green tentatively
mentioned that 1t would have been rather
difficult to have kicked the gentieman mn

question, since he was ten feet from him
and with thirty demonstrators interposed
when the unfortunate gentleman appar-
ently sustained this affront to his dignity.
Responsible senior citizens who offered
character witness were of course ignored
and his fines totalled £50 while he was
bound over for two years. Urgent help is
needed to raise money for these fines
and the numerous other ones which will
mevitably be doled out after the cases
arising out of Newrv are ‘heard’ next
week.

The only consolation was that about
20 students witnessed this pantomime,
some of whom had hitherto naively be-
lieved that it might be possible to get
‘rustice’ 1n the majesterial courts of ‘law’.
A pity the entire student body had not
been there—there's nothing like a farce
to fertilize the ground.

PS.—New petty victimization. M.
Farrell of the PD i1s now going to be
charged with damaging a pig-wagon to
the tune of £2 Os. 6d. on the long march.
As vyet there 1S no news of the 500
‘Christians’, who smashed up yvoung girls
and old women as well as assorted stu-
dents at Burntollet, being charged. Deoubt-
less the fact that many were ‘B’ Specials
and prominent local citizenrv, including
the odd cleric and Corporal Bunting, has
something to do with this.

REV. AuGustusS BERKE.
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laid for something much bigger. At
the same time the University Shelter
Group were considering starting a
tenants’ rights campaign, and the Liver-
pool Anarchist Group were considenng
the possibility of creating a playspace
on a site in the ward by direct action.
People from both these groups were
present at this meeting. An agreement
was made to put out another leaflet
on November 9.

At the next meeting tenants arrived
from derelict Melville Place. They des-
cribed the appalling conditions there,
and said they were paying rent to the
University. The students were surprised
to learn this. Durning the discussion
someone suggested that the tenants
should stop paying the rent. They de-
cided to try this, and to withhold their
rent from that Thursday.

Meanwhile the students undertook to
find the responsible party in the Uni-
versity, and located the office of Mr.
Higbhy, the University Estates and
Development Officer. The students dis-
covered that while the University owns

the property, it 18 managed for them by
Liverpool Improved Houses Lid., a
voluntary housing trust, who are
responsible for getting the contractors
to do the repairs. The University foots
the bill. Tenants had been complaining
to the LTH Rent Collector for months,
but could never get to see the people
at the head of either LTH or the
University, and adequate repairs were
not done. They were being kept in the
dark regarding rehousing. The houses
were in a dangerous condition, ceil-
ings leaking and floors on the slope.
Mould and rats were plentiful.

The tenants accepted glady that: the
next meeting should be at the Students’
Union. The students manage the publi-

cuy for meetings, putting up posters
in pubs, hospitals and cafés in the

arca, and distributing 2000 leaflets

every fortnight. In addition, by virtue

of contacts in the School of Architec-
ture, it was powbletogetholdofm-
fidential documents from the

- . -













	DSC_2624 - Copy
	DSC_2624
	DSC_2625 - Copy
	DSC_2625



