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|, IGNORE THE WHOLE ThING

YEAR AGO no FREEDOMS were

being sent to Ireland. Now 400
a week are sent, divided equally be-
tween North and South, Undoubtedly
the country is in a state of intellec-
tual ferment, such as has not been
known for a long time. Anarchists
who have been over from London
have been surprised to find how
ready many people were to discuss
all kinds of ideas. Religion was not
by any means as dominating as had
been expected.

The People’s Democracy move-
ment is a grass-roots organisation.
Many of its ideals are shared by
anarchists, but it is putting up can-
didates in the forthcoming election.
Its demands are:

Green and Orange Tories out;
Direct state investment to give
jobs for all;

Workers™ control;

Break up of the large estates and
the creation of co-operatives 1n
order to end rural depopulation;

Comprehensive non-sectarian edu-

cation;

Housing to be a basic right; and

Police special powers to be ended.

The members of People’s Demo-
cracy do not really expect to get any
of their candidates elected, and their
programme is more in the nature of
a statement of ultimate aims than a
realistic assessment of what they
hope to gain through an elected
majority. T'he purpose of putting up
candidates is to show the sham of
elections.

However this may be a mistake
all the same. Even to put up candi-
dates purely for reasons of publicity,
when you don’t expect them to be
elected, 1s playing the state’s game.
(It 1s a minor matter, but if the can-
didates lose their deposits they are
making a small contribution to the
funds of the state.) It is certainly
true that in past years the London
anarchists have held anti-election
megtings, but these have not been
particularly successful, On one occa-

~ Squatters Struggle

dpreads

HE SQUATTERS are still holding
firm in Ilford, morale is high and the
campaign 1s gathering momentum. The
score so far i1s two houses held in Oak-
field Road, one house in Cleveland Road,
and no doubt when vou read this there
will be another house occupied.

The McNallys and the Kings are still
installed in Oakfeld Road, and they have
been joined by two more families, Mrs
Yvonne Parker and her three children
and a family of three from Brixton. Both
families heard of the Squatters from the
press and both decided of their own
accord, to contact us and come and squat.
Mrs. Parker has been homeless for several
years, staying with relations here and
there and then moving on. Now the
Parkers have a home of their own, the
kiddies have somewhere to play and we
hope, a chance to make some friends and
have a permanent home.

The house 1n Cleveland Road has been
held now for a week in readiness for the
Beresford family, who had been forcibly
evicted from the house in Qakficld Road
on the Saturday prior to the demonstra-
tion. The Beresfords have seven children
and they went into their new house last
Sunday. Their cat, Kitty, arrived before
them and once the children, 2 girls and
5 boys, found their cat and settled down
before a blazing coal fire, their faces lit
up with smiles, Mrs. Beresford got the
tea going, father put his feet up, and the
Beresfords have their first home in 14

years.
On Monday morning the Beresfords
woke up to bright sunshine and the

children went out into the garden. At

Rush all help YOU
can think of to
London Squatters

128 Hainault Road, E.11
LEY 8059

the hostel, Council Buildings, Mr. Beres-
ford couldn’t let the children out to play;
a main road runs past the hostels and
there are ponds and canals nearby. In the
afternoon, the kids went out into the
park, the first fresh air they have had in
a long time, Council Buildings 1s full of
damp, and water drips through ceilings.
A so-called social worker called on Mon-
day, said the house 1n Cleveland Road
was worse than the conditions in Council
Buildings and threatened to take the
seven children into care. When asked
whether she had seen Council Buildings,
she replied 1n the negative (she was, no
doubt, unaware that in the hostel you can
sit on the toilet and wash your hands
and cook your dinner at the same time).
The house in Cleveland Road has two
toilets, four bedrooms, a bathroom,
lounge, kitchen and dining room. The
house 1s literally a palace compared to
Council Buildings; to the Beresfords it
most certainly 1s a palace and they are
determined to stay.

The previous week writs were 1ssued
against Ron Bailey, Alf Williams and
Malcolm Conn and several others re-
straining them from entering the house
in Cleveland Road. Most of them have
never been iIn or near the house; the
police took the names of squatters after
the eviction on Saturday, other names
were taken from press reports and from
leaflets, one of these 1s a member of
[Iford 1S who merely carried a banner
round all day Sunday. Ron Bailey
appears in court on Tuesday, and no
doubt you will hear the laughter in Scot-
land when the Council’s case 1s thrown
out,

The occupation in Ilford is a test case;
already we have been contacted by home-
less families wanting to squat, other
groups are preparing occupations (three
tamilies installed themselves in empty
property in Reading last weekend). The
campaign is beginning to spread but if it
is to explode nationally, there must be a
success at Ilford. Success in Ilford will
mean thousands of homeless families and
slum dwellers and supporters occupying
empty houses, flats and office blocks not
just on the scale of the 1946 squatters’
campaign, but on a revolutionary scale.

The squatters in Hford need all the
help they can get—furniture, food,
money, guards, anything that will help
them win this struggle.

~—

LINDA GOLDSPINSTER.

IRELAND: Sham

sion, after a vigorous ‘Don’t vote!’

campaign, there was the heaviest
poll for years. On another occasion
Fulham anarchists spent a great deal
of time producing masses of leaflets
and covering the whole constituency
street by street, with the result that
about half a dozen people came
round to Freedom Press to make
enquiries, and no other result was
perceptible.

Perhaps a better method 1s to
burlesque the whole thing, and pul
up a candidate who is obviously un-
suitable, a donkey or a hippo from
the zoo, as has been done in Brazil,
I believe. In this case the point is
well made, and everyone has a good
time making it.

But it appears from the list of

demands that a statist twist still
affects the thought of People's
Democracy. “Tories out’, well and

good, but this suggests that some

Il ON THE ST

Fascist Ulster, February 1969.

THE psephologists (or siphologists)

meal ticket. The ponderous farce of
so-called ‘democracy’ lumbers into action.
The election has been called because the
civil rights campaign has succeeded in
exposing to the light the dissensions in
the unionist party, between the out-and-
out fascists like Adolf Craig, John
Brooke, son of the senile former PM,
and their illiterate toadies such as the
incredible McQuade, and the ‘sophisti-
cated’ right-wing Tories, who use their
fake PRO methods, e.g. O'Neill. As
usual the only part the people are ex-
pected to play 1s to rubber stamp the
sectarian decisions of the politicos, but
for a change some seats are being con-
tested for the first time 1n 31 years. What
makes the jamboree more amusing is the
sight of the unionists tearing themselves
apart—O'Neillites v ‘the dislovalists’
Obviously O’Neill 1s merely attempting
to discipline the rebels within his junta
by having a snap election and strengthen
his shaky position by frightening the
bourgeoisie into pledging support. For
the first time ever 45 out of the 52 seats
are being ‘contested’ by 119 place-seekers.

= Of Elections

other political grouping would be

more acceptable, ‘State investment’
suggests confidence in a possible
‘welfare state’. ‘“Workers’ control’
and farming ¢ =-up~:ralivc\. are bettel
Non-sectarian education 18 a very
moderate demand in the twentieth
century, when the whole system of

authoritarian teaching i
quc-»[lun
good as far as they but
second of the two 18 no more than a
reformist measure.

:
go,

However there 1s nothing wrong
with reforms, so long as they con-
sist of the limiting of the power of
One cannot, in all fair-
ness, tell people who are enduring

authority.

the heavy hand of oppression that
they should not seize
opportunity presents itself to lighten
the load
acceptance of governmental ways of

EETS AGAIN

Of course the result (inevitably an iIn-
creased O’'Neill clique) 1s immalterial-
open or covert reaction. The PD with
their eight ‘candidates’ are attempting to
use the election to gain publicity for their
manifesto and are only expecting to save
their deposits.

As manifestos go 1it's not too bad
Workers’ control. Integrated education.
Expropriation of large estates and the
land to be given to the small farmers to
set up their own collectives. Tenant con-
trol of housing estates. An end of the
Special Powers Act, the Public Order
Acts and the end of the ‘B’ Specials. The
cancellation of the NI housing trusts
debt to the central banks. Direct govern-
ment 1nvestment in local industry rather
than the free grants to the European
capitalists and one man, one vote. Natur-
ally this 1s far too radical for the NI
voter, brainwashed with 50 years of sec-
tarianism, and no PD candidate has a
hope of being elected. They're just using
the farce to put across their ideas, with
IV and the free post for manifestos
Nonetheless should they be in it at all?
Of course not—don’t paddle in conta-
minated water of the political cesspool
Still, from the satirical point of view it

called In
"Housing a basic right” and

special police powers to be ended are
the

whatever

I'he danger lies in the

doing things until the movement be
'-'1”1':“. -1;”“”«1{':‘] ar] "'j' -.','j-,“'"_"

of authority, as has happened with

the trade unions

Apparently all ther activities
nave been stopped until the elections
are over, and everything 1s concen-
trated on them. Far better it would
be to ignore the whole thing, and
continue  with extra-parliamentary
and non-governmental forms "
ICLIVIL

It would probably be ver-
ptimistic to claim that Ireland to-
day 1s ripe for anarchy. But the

People’s Democracy, and the move-
ment of the squatters and the unem-
ployed in Dublin, are movements
which have a sponta-
neous and revoluti nary quality, and
may be able to achieve great things
if they can avoid the governmental

libertarian

trap
ARTHUR STONI
nas its interest—the spectacle of O'Neill
v Paisley v Farrell of PD in Bannside
and an unemployed man v a nationalist
hack in S. Down. The green Torics are
squealing too as McAteer is opposed by
McCann and ‘I'm non-political’ Hume

Derry’s own sellout king

Perhaps, too, it will prove a salutary
lesson to those beguiled voters who rally
to O’'Neill, Paisley or Bunting—and may-
be the people of Derry will again realize
that it’s all in the streets and at the barri-
cades—not 1n the white grotesque
elephant of Stormont, for make no mis-
take, as soon as this commercial break
IS over, it’'s on the streets again!

Meanwhile Wilson, determined to en-
sure the success of his leyal fellow-Tory
O’Neill is furtively drafting 6,000 troops
(none of them Irish) into the province to
ensure that Terry isn’'t going to be un-
seated by his ‘supporters’, while L. G.
Peacocke (cock by name and nature), has
launched the usual pre-election IRA
bogeymen scare campaign designed fto
frighten all the naive into Terrv's wel-
coming arms. He is also fervently deny-
ing that there is an armed force of ‘Pro-
testant extremists—they're called the ‘B’
Specials, sir! and trying to cover up the
police discovery of arms dumps in Dee

Street (traditional Protestant area) and
Duncairn. — Naturally the press are
ignoring it.

Dr. BoB JONES

FANTASTIG !

'ADUNATA DEI REFRATTARI of

January 18 contains a rather dry
article informing its readers that the
General Secretaniat of CRIFA (Com-
missione per le Relazion: dell'Interna-
zionale di Federazioni Anarchiche) which
was created last September at Carrara
have now accomplished their first task,
and have, in fact, established an Anar-
chist International. They would now lLke

all anarchist organizations to declare
themselves formally affihated to this
International.

The Secretariat has also produced a
gramophone record on which 15 an
‘expurgated reproduction’ of the speeches
delivered by delegates at Carrara.

The article goes on to review Esfuerzo,
the Internal Bulletin of the Commus-
sion for Relations, Pans (whatever rhat

PLAYING AT REVOLUTION

15). This 26 page, duplicated pamphlet
—1n Spanish-—describes the ‘fiasco of
Carrara’ and will, I suppose, be of some

value to future anarchist historians
Copies obtainable from: Esfuerzo. 24,
Rue St. Marthe, Panis (10). Price un-
known.

CRIFA's publication, the Bolletino dei
Segretario dell’ Internazionale della
strutturrazione, and, presumably, the

gramophone record can be bought from
3 Rue Ternaux, Paris (11).

To conclude, the article quotes Fed-
erica Montseny (of all people!) as say-
ing 1n Espoir that the only possible raison
d'etre of the Credentials Commission at

Carrara was to eliminate all possible
opposition.
‘And this, in fact,” says L'Adunata

solemnly, ‘is the fundamental purpose
of all organizers and of all structural
organizations from the national state to
the most nsignificant political party.’

Viva 1'Anarchia!

NOT THIS WEEK

Owing to

the illness

of our printer
the next issue

of Freedom

will have 8 pages
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