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HE MAY DAY RALLY and

March organised by the London
Workers’ May Day Committee has
raised some issues which could use-
fully be discussed.

FREEDOM readers probably know
that it was organised early this year
and was alone in the field until two
weeks ago, when an announcement
was made in the Morning Star that
a march of printers, building wor-
kers and others would be held
against Mrs. Castle’s Industrial
Relations Bill, also starting from
Tower Hill.

The Editor of the Morning Star,
Georgc Matthews refused any in-

nation as Lo "' Of these

from the V. ay
mittee which would clear up the
confusion caused by this announce-
ment. However, the May Day Com-
mittee was later invited by the
Building Workers’ Joint Sites Com-
mittee to send a delegation to a
meeting held to organise the second
march.

Our delegates arrived to find that
the organisers of the march were in
fact the ‘Liaison Committee for the
Defence of Trade Unions’ which is
a Communist Party front organisa-
tion. At which point it will come as
no surprise to anyone to hear that
the May Day Committee delegates
were turned out of the meeting by
the chairman and well-known Com-
munist, Kevin Halpin. Also ‘evicted’
were delegates from three big
tenants’ associations.

-

The May Day Committee issued

a leafiet to explain the situation to
the marchers, which said in part:

‘. + . our Committee sends
fraternal greetings to all fellow-
workers who are on strike this
May Day, wherever they may
march, We are not working, and
that is the main thing.

O o.

This is the third vear (we
have) fought for a stoppage of
work ON MAY 1 as a means
of defying the government and
all their wicked anti-working
class measures, We marched in
1967 and again in 1968, in the
middle of the Powell uproar.

We do not ourselves believe
in lobbying Parliament. We
honestly think it is a waste of
time, as well as giving people
the illusion that they can depend
upon politicians to save them.
The Rent Act, the wage freeze
Act and many other reactionary
laws were lobbied against to no
avall Appwlmg to MPs will

. . - 1 ' Sihn ‘law& ney
L P pass heir bloody laws—
but operating them will be quite

another matter if we are strong
and have confidence in our
strength. The only answer, in
our opinion, is mass working
class defiance. When the Labour
government arrested dockers in

1951 and put them on trial, they

were eventually released by a

mass strike of London dockers

and not by a lobby of Parlia-
ment.

If this government—or any
other government — fines any
worker under the new laws, it
must be the signal for a com-
plete stoppage of work through-
out Britain. That is our May
Day Message.’

May Day dawned fine and sunny
and brought a big crowd of trades
unionists on one-day strike to Tower
Hill for .a march to Lincoln’s Inn
Fields and a lobby of Parliament.
To cut a long, dirty and familiar
story short, they were shepherded
into line by—guess who?—Brother
Halpin—whose identity I am sure
few people there knew. Some
SOGAT members, for instance, took

it for granted that he was a member
of their Union, which he 1s not,

A speech by Brian Behan from
the May Day Committee platform
was cut short after two minutes
when someone wrenched the lead
from the microphone (shades of
Czechoslovakia). There was no hos-
tility toward us from the crowd itself
who, on the contrary, appeared
very interested in our anti-parlia-
mentary placards. However they

loyally marched off, as was to be

expected, behind their union banners

IS SUCCUMBS

The International Socialist group,

which orniginally opposed the 1dea
of a May Day March, and has vacil-

lated wildly ever since between sup-

May Day brings
out Big Brother

porting the May Day Committee,
holding its own meeting and march,
or joining in any other march which
happened to be taking place, melted
into the big march taking with them
their paper which carried a big
article attacking Parliament!

Of the ‘left” groups, only the
anarchists, members of Workers’
Mutual Aid and members of ‘Soli-
darity’ remained with the May Day
Committee to carry on with the
march to Victoria Park as planned.
Luckily, Tenants” Associations which
had promised their support turned
up trumps and we were able to rally
about 500 people to march.

COMMUNISTS AND
PARLIAMENT

One issue this march has raised
is the conspiratorial nature of " the
Communist Party, never acting in
its own name when another will do,
and prepared to use violence on any-
one who stands in its way. On this
occasion the mask was made to slip
a little, and the oftener this hap-
pens, the better it will be for every-
body’s health.

In our small way, we also raised
the i1ssue of Parliament. For too
long the Communist Party has been
allowed to march workers up hill
and down dale on futile expeditions
to Parliament, trade unions head-
quarters, the TUC, etc. We are
quite sure that the majority of wor-
kers would agree with us that 1t is
a waste of time. Certainly on May
Day the vast majority of marchers
retired to the pub and not to Parlia-
ment when the meeting was over,

For the non-Communist ‘left’
groups, it raised the problem as to
whether you go along with numbers,
on the grounds that you must ‘stay
with the masses’ or ‘go through the
experience with them’. In this case
we think that the *masses’ are way

THE SORDID SAGA of the bungling

O'Neill has come to the end of an-
other chapter. Last week, realising that
he cocked it all up yet again, he told

" Chichester-Clark, his aristocratic relative

and Cabinet Minister, to resign. Then
on Monday O'Neill announced his resig-
nation. Only two candidates came
modestly forward as his successor—
‘Smiler’ Faulkner who had resigned in
January after knifing Terence in the back
and had long been covetous of the
leadership, and, surprise, surprise, Major
James Chichester-Clark, the Castledawson
squire and agricultural Rachman.

The division was predictable. The
O'Neillites all voting for the major, and
the backwoodsmen and Paisleyites vot-
ing Faulkner. The gallant major, Eton
and Irish Guards, won 17-16. His first
- fatuous statement after this was ‘after
_this vote the parliamentary party gave
me a unanimous vote of confidence there-
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fore the party is united at last’. All that
has been achieved 1s that O'Neill has
managed to stick it up the hated Faulkner
once again at the expense of having to
include in the Cabinet some of the hard-
line loonies such as Brooke, who recently
claimed that one man, one vote would
only come over the dead bodies of half
a million loyalists. The whole farce has
demonstrated yet again the sickening
hypocrisy and lies of the double-dealing
parliamentary place-seekers and satisfied
no one. The Paisleyites are pleased that
O'Neill has finally tottered off to the
obscurity of the back benches but, since
the Civil Rights people are totally un-
satisfied with a vague promise of one
man one vote 1n 1971 and are now start-
ing a massed campaign of massive civil
disobedience, we can hardly expect the
situation to improve for the unionist
hacks.

On the police front things are becom-

News from Fuscist Ulster

ing worrying for the RUC. The acquittal
of Farrell on a framed disorderly beha-
viour charge was a bad blow, and the
events in the Armagh courthouse have
established a shocking precedent. On
November 30 the RUC baton-charged a
crowd of civil rights supporters with the
usual savagery. On May 1 Judge Rory
Conaghan accused members of the RUC
of ‘having been guilty of a frightening
and shameful attack on three men' and
awarded each of the victims £250. A
man whose door was battered down by
the pigs was awarded £35 against them
for their ‘totally unprovoked and vicious
conduct’. This sets an incredible prece-
dent and is of great interest to other CR
demonstrators who will doubtless find the
odd pig to sue.

Meanwhile in Derry the police, re-
covering from their battering on the 18th
are in trouble again. Panic-stricken by
the implications of the Devenny case, the
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ahead of their would-be saviours

Of course if you are government
orientated, even revolutionary-gov-
ernment orientated, you must be
eternally trying to make
future voters for your party even—
so the lure of the big battalions must
be very strong, and on May Day all
the political groups succumbed to it.

For the remaining few, theory
was consistent with practice—we
did not believe in marching to
Parliament, so we marched away
from 1it.

THROUGH THE EAST END

The march was quite a gay atfair
—nobody shouted ‘Wilson Out
from start to finish, and that alone
made the slog worthwhile.

The route lay partly through
mean streets lined with little sweat-
shop factories—West Indian workers
and others gathering at the doors to
look in astonishment at this inter-
ruption in the daily routine. It must
be many a long day since anything
resembling the May Day March has
been seen in these parts. en
through tall blocks of council flats,

members.
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which were never designed with
human beings in mind, and for
which the tenants are having to pay
ever-soaring rents.

To see this district, which is dupli-
cated all over London, sobering
reminder of the tremendous job it
will be to end exploitation and
change society—it should be a
regular compulsory exercise for all
would-be ‘leaders’.

Still. as we entered Victoria Park
to the strains of a jazzy rendering of
“The Red Flag’, I could not help
feeling that, in a small way, we may
have started something.

For FREEDOM readers and others,
May Day has also raised an issue.
Do you think it worth while? Is it,
as has been 1mplied in Socialist
Worker (1S), a romantic gesture?
If enough people now believe it is a
job which must be done, then more
people must come forward to do it
It cannot always be left to the same
small number of people, who are in
any case heavily committed to trade
union and other work as well as
earning a living.

1S d

J. ALEXANDER.

AVRO MANHATTAN

N THE EARLY 1950s I remember

reading a book by Avro Manhattan,
which impressed me. It was called The
Roman Catholic Church Against the
Twentieth Century. It documented the
relationship the Catholic Church had
had with the various reactionary move-
ments in the twenties and thirties, 1n-
cluding Fascism and Nazism. Now 1t
would appear that Mr. Manhattan’'s
justifiable detestation of Catholicism has
thrown him into the arms of a rival
totalitarian movement, the militant
Protestantism of Ian Paisley. Mr. Man-
hatten has a regular column in The
Protestant Telegraph. In the i1ssue dated
the 5.4.69 there appears in this column
an article called Inky Rats of the Press.

The title 1s enough. Gone 1s the
elaborate documentation of his book.
Instead we get a long diatnibe against
Catholic ‘hooligans’, written in the style
of some reactionary old colonel, and
contamning a hint or two of racism. No
doubt Catholic (as well as Protestant)
‘hooligans” exist, but the answer to
hooliganism 1S not more of the same
thing. By jomning up with Ian Paisley’s
band Mr. Manhattan 1s uniting himself
with a sort of mmature Catholic
Church. Of course it 1s not a dangerous,
world-wide force. It 1s confined to
Ulster. But it 1s the same thing In
principle.

A W.U.

police have ordered an official investiga-
tion. The Cameron Commission have
alreadv visited them and their case 1s
well in hand. On the night of the 18th,
while the pigs were getting their revenge
on the people of the Bogside with indis-
criminate use of the baton and water
cannon and firing shots ‘over’ demonstra-
tors’ heads, the Devenny family were
sitting quietly in their house in William
Street in the Bogside. Suddenly a gang
of police who had been stoned by youths
nearby smashed down the front door and
burst in upon the family. Devenny, a
quiet inoffensive man who has no con-
nection with the CR, was savagely
assaulted and left lying in a pool of
blood. Two daughters, one of them only
just out of hospital after an appendix
operation and the younger one aged ten
were battered as was a young son and a

friend of the family who was wisiting.
Devenny was rushed to hospital in a
serious condition and suffering from
brain damage. He was released a week
later only to have a coronary and be
rushed back to Altnagelvin. It has be-
come the cause celebre which the CR
arc going to prosecute. The Devennys
have sued for £35000 and the police in
Derry are scared stifl that he might die
and become Derry's latest martyr. If he
did the whole town would erupt and this
time they would be more organmized than
last.

Those who were with the PD march
when the friendly police force of Lurgan
were in action will be interested to leam
that the prosecution of the head constable
i1s going ahead. Full report when case
takes place is promised.

JAMES SimpsoN.
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