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THE

WAR

AT A TIME when the press is full

of the latest space flight, and
headlines describe the ‘fantastic ride’
of spacemen on their way to the
Moon, many people in London, one
of the centres of civilisation, are still
homeless. A society which can build
spaceships is incapable of providing
houses sufficient for its population.
Nor is this mere incompetence. An
element of deliberate viciousness
enters into the matter. The struggle
of the London squatters is begm-
ning to escalate to the proportions
of a minor civil war. Not only are
squatting families viciously assaulted
and thrown into the street, the
houses they occupied are then

wrecked and made uninhabitable.
and

Human folly malice could

QUATTER

hardly go further. :
The action of Redbridge Borough
Council may have repercussions that
will extend much further than the
members of the Council can possibly
have imagined. In the early hours
of April 21 a small army of bailifis
descended on three families of
squatters in succession, smashed
their way into the houses they had
occupied, and threw them (literally)
into the street, children as well as
adults being manhandled. This
attack was, by the way, illegal. Not
that we anarchists have much to say
in favour of law, which is generally
made to protect the property owners
(the strong) against the propertyless
(the weak). But it is just as well to
remember that this action was

illegal, if only for the sake of those
who believe that anarchists are
people who would like to tear down
the very structure of civilisation.
People who hold this belief about us
are usually the same people who
point to the institution of the Law
as a safeguard and basis of civilised
living. Well, here is authority itself
breaking its own laws when it suits
it. Perhaps it is tearing down more
than a few houses in Ilford

Mr. Nicholls, the Town Clerk,
claims that he used his ‘common
Iav. rights in evicting the squatters.

fact he was hrmkmu the law
Aunrdmg to the Statute of Forcible
Entry, 1381, “. . . None from hence-
forth make any entry into any land
and tenements, but in case where
entry is given by law: and in such
case not with strong hand nor with
multitude of people, but only in
peaceable or easy manner. And if
any man from henceforth do to the
contrary he shall be punished
by imprisonment.’

This means that no one may seize
land by force, but must instead go
through the courts. That the person
who forcibly seizes the land has a
rightful claim to it is no excuse
This statute was introduced to stop
barons, returning from the Hundred
Years War, from waging their own
private wars over disputed estates.
It was ineffective then, and seems to
be equally so today. Victory still
goes to those who are best organised,
and who are prepared to strike ruth-

lessly, without what we nowadays
regard as ‘normal, humanitarian

considerations’.

In order to achieve his evictions
Mr. Nicholls employed a small
feudal army. Readers may be sur-
prised that in a modern city, in a
quiet modern country, not in bar-
barous Chicago, or in volatile Paris,
but in dear old England, it 1s pos-
sible to hire an army of mercenary
warriors to commit acts of violence.
Nonetheless it is so.

Mr. Nicholls hired the services of
a Mr. Barrie Quatermaine, who runs
~a ‘private detective agency'* and
appears to be a romantic of violence
for its own sake, claiming to be of
Norman descent. One hopes that
his ancestors are looking down in
pride upon him from whatever Val-
halla they have flown to, as he un-
leashes his little horde upon helpless
and defenceless people.

In doing this Mr. Nicholls may

Pleuse May We Come In

HE PRESSURES for Britain to enter

the Common Market are about to be
brought out of cold storage.
marketeers believe the stumbling block
has gone with General de Gaulle in
retirement. Many people forget that some
drivers can drive a car from the rear
seat and it 1s quite possible that de Gaulle
can do just that. The Gaullist Foreign
Minister has his eye on the forthcoming
French elections and for any politician
this is the be-all and end-all. French
politicians are no exceptions, Debré sees
no hurry for Britain’s admission.

Other members of the Common Market
are very eager for us to join, not because
they love us, but because they have a
problem. They find they are overproduc-
ing in the agricultural section and there-

fore they have to extend their market—
It 1s
of no consequence to them if the price of
our food rises. The situation is reaching

and where better than in Britain.

ON THE NIGHT of May 9 the War
Resisters League suddenly was cut
offi from all 10,000 of its members and
Iriends across the country. This was
accomplished by a group of unknown
persons who broke into the office and
stole ALL membership cards and stencils.
In addition, they wrecked the premises,
dumped all files, smashed office equip-

Thus the War Resisters League has to
reconstruct its mailing list from scratch.

The pro-
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It is therefore urgent that every person
who was on the list write to the League
at its new headquarters, 339 Lafayette
Street, New York, N.Y. 10012, giving

their name and address (with zip code,

please).
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such a critical stage that the Vice-Presi-
dent of the EEC put forward proposals
for curbing production in agriculture;
needless to say, the idea was not received
with acclamation by the European far-
mers. Therefore it i1s possible that the
French will be forced to say ‘oui’ instead
of ‘non’.

Big Business, in the form of the Con-
federation of British Industry and their
French equivalent, do not wait for
Governments, they have plans to make.
French and British employers had
arranged to meet a few months ago but
by mere chance their mecting was in fact
just after de Gaulle's retirement.

German and British managers from
leading companies met in London a
couple of weeks ago. Although they have
met about half a dozen times before, this
latest meeting must have been in the
atmosphere of Britain’s potential entry
into the Common Market. Included in

the topics discussed was equal pay and
participation.
Britain on her part was able to point

to the 12 part-time employee-directors of
the British Steel Corporation. In the
German coal and steel industry, the
Supervisory Board contains many em-
ployee members. On equal pay it was
agreed there were prejudices and diffi-
culties.

And so the embryo of the Common
Market picture (Britain in) can be seen
to be forming. From Joe Soap’s point
of view it 1s a bigger financial and indus-
trial power bloc intensifying the workers’
problems. The ultimate goal is political
union and labour mobility. Such mobility
could make for workers” solidarity, but
we can be sure that nationalism will be
used as a wedge. It i1s up to us to prepare
now. International solidarity of workers
has always been overrated; we may have
our various international union federa-
tions but the seamen’s strike exposed that
set-up for what it was worth—Iless than
the paper it was written on. It all boils
down in the final analysis to what ‘Joe'
1s prepared to accept.

BiLL CHRISTOPHER.

Message to the Homeless

E South East

have issued a leaflet,
the Homeless'.

‘Everyone pretends to care about the
plight of the homeless’, it begins, and
goes on to say that the authorities claim
to be doing ‘all they can’, but in fact it
1s all a pretence. The aim is to make the
homeless, and those who have homes of
a kind, content with their lot. *3,000,000
families in this country live in substan-
dard conditions. 18,689 people exist in
homeless hostels. In London alone,
170,000 people wait on the official hous-
ing lists. . . . Nobody ever tells you to

London Squatters
‘A Message to

give up hope, because hope is the bribe
that Keeps you quiet. . . . We believe that
the housing problem will only be solved
when sufficient pressure is exerted from
beneath, and the first and obvious step
1s to use the houses already available on
the basis of need.

There are plenty of these, houses which
for one reason or another stand empty.
Some for years at a time. The South
East London Squatters offer to help any-
one wishing to attempt a squat. Their
address is: The South East London
Squatters, 9 Guildford Grove, S.E.10,
telephone 692 4704, A.W.U.
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have begun a process the end of
which he himself V-Hl” not desire
Society in Western Europe since the
end of the Middle Ages has strive
in the main successfully, th .__,i,
with some shattering setbacks (such
as two world wars and the \m
regime), to create a situation of
social peace. Daily life becomes
more and more humane. Institu-

tions like the death penalty, flogeing
the press-gang, etc., are done awa
with, or reduced step by step. Civi l
war is eliminated. In medieval times
it was a feature of normal life.

The strains and stresses of modern
technological and social change are
gravely threatening the structure of
our culture however. The two world
wars, and above all the appalling
Hitler episode, show that our civili-
sation i1s not very deep-rooted. The
settling of dl%pulu by the hiring of
private armies is not civilised beha-

viour. It is a sign of barbarism
The logical consequences are
obvious. What one group can do

another can mmitate. Karate chops

may be answered with pickaxe
handles, pickaxe handles may be
answered with molotov cocktails.

Before long firearms begin to make
their appearance. The entire social
structure begins to crumble, life be-
comes precarious, essential services
run down. No one goes to work if
he can avoid it. It is too dangerous

o go outside o vn district, and
one 1S not very safe there from
marauding bands. One cannot po
sibly run a big city on such a basis
ASs the economic crisi I-Mrarl
and a sense of insecurity ¢
among all classe: ;r\Vyﬁng lhg
FH“T](__' and POSSCSSINE class, the
temptation to resort to strong-arm
tactics will probably increase. To
do anything to encourage this ten-
dency 1s to help to undermine the
very structure that makes even the

much-vaunted space flichts possible.
Dark Age tribes cannot send rockets
to the Moon. The secure and com-
fortable life which today the bour-
geois enjoy, and probably also the
vast majority of the working class,
in most of Western Europe and
North America, is only possible
because, on the whole, people do
not settle their disputes by hiring

assassins, or mercenary soldiers, or
cunmen. The Kray gang are de-
nounced, but Redbridee Borough
Council, who used a gang on the

squatters, are ~pp4rng\ acceptable
In respectable society. This may be
a sign that this same society is los-

mg faith in itself, in its own ‘law
and order’.

AWU.
*Q-Men’, 25 Palace Chambers, Bridge
Street, S W.l. (The National Front has

its office 1n the same block at 11 Palace
Chambers!)

NOCH POWELL was booked some

tume last year by the Harwich
Division Conservative Association to
speak at Clacton Town Hall, on Frniday
afternoon, March 21, though much of
the mformation about the meeting was
Kept secret right up to March 10.

Despite this, however, various known
racists and fascasts in N.E. Essex had
been, for some considerable time, writing
‘ant-immugrant’ and ‘pro-Powell” letters
to the local press; and members and
supporters of the National Front in
Colchester had been daubing walls (and
the premuses of the AEF and the Labour
Party) with such slogans as ‘Power To
Powell’ and ‘Niggers Out!’

Prior to the Powell meeting, N.E.
Essex anarchists decided that a ‘quiet and
dignified’ demonstration against racism
should be planned. This was organised
by libertarians (including members of
Peace Action) at St. Osyth Teachers'
Training College in Clacton. It was
quite successful. About 60 first stood
silently outside with banners, then later
sat down, and sung ‘We Shall Overcome'
as Powell leftt A few students from
the University of Essex, and an even
smaller number of Victor Norns' pro-
Powell group, were present. Qur ‘quiet
and peaceful’ demonstration got quite
good publicity in The Times, the East
Essex Gazette and the East Anglian Daily
Times, all of which emphasised the ‘non-
violent’ nature of the protest.

Following our articles on ‘Racism In
East Anglia® and ‘“The Facts About Race
And Immigration’” in FRreEepoMm, the

Powell and the Powellites

considerable
racism and
(‘the
length.
writer:

Express gave
o our expos¢ of
the racsts, quoting FREEDOM
anarchist weekly newspaper’) at
Said the Colchester Express
St here, 1n Colchester, that
remnants of the Nazi Party stull lurks,
that Fascists openly proclaim racsm. . . .
With the upsurge of neo-Nazism 1n
Germany this country is again coming
alive to the threat of Fasasm.” More-
a special supplement of the St

Colchester
publicity

it 1S

OVCr,

Osyth College magazine, EMOT, con-
tained a statement on ‘Local Racst
Propaganda’ by the secretary of the

Anarchist Federation; which was
widely circulated in Clacton during
Powell’s visit. A condensed version (but
with credits to FrReepom) of ‘The Facts
About Race And Immigration’ entitled

Essex

‘Racism Is Ewvil’, was also published in
the latest issue of CHURCH (Peace
Action).

At the time of writing, reaction from
the racists has been: a leaflet from Colin
Jordan’s ‘Briish Movement’ proclaiming
that ‘Powell Was Right’ and a copy of
‘The Thunderbolt® from Savanna,
Georgia, both sent to the writer from
‘the Essex Ku Klux Klan'!

Unlike Liberals (and Communists), we
do not intend to report the racsts to
the Race Relations Board. But we are
exposing their ideas and activities—and
are beginning to get some support from
people who, only a short while ago, were
inclined to think that Enoch Powell (and
his rather disreputable supporters) was
right. Now, they are not so sure. P,













	DSC_2656 - Copy
	DSC_2656
	DSC_2657 - Copy
	DSC_2657



