in the streets with petrol bombs. No
government likes a state of perma- 8
nent semi-civil war, but it would
prefer this to having to face a union
of Protestant and Catholic against

itself
Therefore we must be very
cautious about statements to the

effect that ‘the old primeval instincts
have come to the surface. It 15 a
religious war, aggravated by the
massive Catholic unemployment
figures in Derry, and by the bad
housing conditions in the Bogside.
T'his statement comes from Mr
Famon McCann, a civil rights
‘leader’. The second half of the
statement seems to me to make
more sense. ‘Primeval instincts’ be-
long to the realm of the unverifiable

IS DIFFICULT to make out

IT There can be no doubt about the
from the newspaper accounts

reality of unemployment and dis-
what is really happening in Derry. crimination. s |
Although there are lurid accounts The anarchist position is clear
of the rioters attempting to burn the We are opposed to all movements
police alive with petrol, there 1S which seek to divide human beings
little attempt to provide any real
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reaction against 40 years of oppres-
sion, and they were looting shops
for clothes they could not afford to
buy.’

Guessing at what is going on, I
would be inclined to consider the
latter statement as most probably
true. It is easy to become self-

accurding 1o religinn or race. We
analysis of the situation, apart from believe this i1s simply playing into
the usual cry of ‘teenage hooligans
and ‘religious war’. The Derry
Citizens’ Action Committee has
stated that the rioting has nothing
to do with civil rights, and has even

gone so far as to praise the ‘restraint’
of the Royal Ulster Constabulary.
At least according to a statement
printed in “The Times'.

Miss Bernadette Devlin is reported
to have described the trouble as
started by ‘kids and drink’. But
she then went on to say, ‘It 1s not as
easy as that, because if only kids
were involved, it would have been
over in a few minutes. It became a

righteous about such violence as
this, to talk about ‘youths’ and

‘hooliganism’, and ignore the griev-
ances that

produced it. Such out-
bursts have little to do with non-
violence and orderly protest in a
sense, but they are what happens
when the orderly protests are
ignored or sidetracked.

[t would probably suit the auth-
orities to have a religious war. The
Protestant and Catholic poor will
then be divided. If they cannot sup-
press violence altogether those iIn
power would probably prefer Pro-
testant and Catholic to battle it out

* ford Squatl
10K dYuaiers

Confront Councll

and Police

HE FIGHT for the homeless in Ilford
reached a peak on Tuesday evening,
July 15. The squatters’ demonstration
brought together the best of the activists.
The size of the march to the Town Hall
was small by Grosvenor Square stan-
dards, but this was to be expected. None
of the well-known organizations are sup-
porting the squatters’ movement officially,
but the best of the rank and file did
show up, despite carping criticisms by
such newspapers as the ‘Socialist Worker .
This newspaper is doing its best to break
the squatters’ movement by such 1ll-
founded accusations that ‘it has no work-
ing class support’. As it happened, there
was solid working class support for the

squatters from Kellog's construetion firm
from Ford workers. from the AEF, and,

of course, the five families that marched
with us. They are also working class un-
less such a term should only be available
to ‘successful workers’ who are not on
society’s scrap-heap.

Perhaps readers should want a graphic
description of what happened on the
march, and inside and outside the
Council chamber. It is now 4 a.m. and
I know that the newspaper presses are
already churning out the reporters’ ‘ver-
sion’ of what happened. By the time this
appears in your hands, the saga of man
on the moon will have knocked sideways
the claim of homeless man to squat in an
empty house.

Suffice it to say that Lord Mayor Natzler
of Redbridge tried to find some pretext
to clear us from the public gallery from
the moment he walked in. After more
than two hours of delaying tactics, of
talking about ‘bowling greens’ and other
pressing Council matters, the housing
issue was finally brought up. The Lord
Mayor first gave what sounded like an
impartial account of the squatters’ cam-
paign. Then he whipped out a petition
supposedly signed by 200 residents of

[Iford opposing the squatters.

A squatter stood up and reminded the
Lord Mayor that some ‘2,000 residents of
[Iford had signed a petition supporting
the squatters’. The Lord Mayor promptly
adjourned the meeting, claiming the re-
mark was disruptive. A few men and
women were brave enough to break
through to the Council side of the
chamber and seize the microphones to

open the meeting to the public. Police
swooped down. After a terrific fight,
comrades were bundled into Black

Marias in the Council car park; friends
and comrades sat and fought in front of
the vans; when one was vanked up two
others took his place. Only when police
reinforcements arrived, could the police
gain ground inch by inch.

Fourteen people were arrested. We later
got them out on bail and they have re-
turned to the house at 6 Woodlands
Road. When their cases come up, there
will be no false defence. In this battle
for the homeless no quarter is given and
no quarter is asked. If anything, the
police were playing down the charges,
possibly not to involve the councillors,
but they may well be subpoenaed.

We have now been in occupation at
‘Freelands’, 6 Woodlands Road (now
without water) for three weeks. We have
fought off the bailiffs and were not afraid
to fight the police. We have also shown
the councillors a foretaste of the anger
of the homeless on the march. All the
time we have been occupying houses and
repairing them. This weekend, we intend
to take more positive action.

We would like more help from com-
rades who can come to Ilford and who
are not involved in something more
important. But of course if you are in
Fulham, Derry, Manchester, or Brighton
—unfortunately we cannot be everywhere

at once.
JOHN RETY.

the hands of the rulers of the world,
who do all they can to keep their
peoples divided. We believe that
Protestant and Catholic poor have a
common interest in ending the
system which oppresses them both
We are not going to encourage loose
statements about ‘instincts’, which
may or may not exist, like flying
saucers and the Little People. We
believe that this i1s mystification.
People may well behave irrationally,
but there is no need to assume that
they are doing so until we know for
certain. ‘Leaders’ in civil rights
movements, as in the old days of
CND, often tend to become de-
tached from the rank and file, and
even hostile to it.

We don’'t much like rioting,
smashing things, throwing petrol
about the streets and so forth. But
we are not going to say ‘How
wicked!” and raise pious hands in
horror. Those responsible for this
upheaval are the powerful and
wealthy, who exploit the ordinary
people of N. Ireland. To people
who are reduced to a condition of
almost total subjugation the riot
may seem to be (and may indeed be)
the only way of resistance left. There
IS no need to postulate some
mysterious instinctual drive

On July 20 at 3 p.m. there will be
a march from Marble Arch. It will
be organised by the Solidarity Cam-
paign in support of Ulster civil
rights. Its destination will probably

be the Ulster Office. Let us be
there to put our point of view.
A.W.U.

DIREGT AGTION
WORKS

EWS COVERAGE of the North

being what it is, many comrades,
especially those in the South might not
have heard that the landlord of a Leeds
pub last week refused to serve coloured
people in one of the bars (the one with
the carpet in). Such outright discrimina-
tion is rare—usually it’'s ‘I'm very sorry
but the job's been filled/the flat's been
taken/you're not wearing a tie’.

Comrades might be interested to hear
how this colour bar was fought against.
On Monday, June 30, about 20 people,
black and white, gathered together at
short notice and entered the ‘smart’
Elizabethan (sic) Bar. As the first blacks
went in the landlord’s hired hoods stood
up looking hard. When the rest of us
came in they sat down again looKing
sheepish. Then we stood shoulder to
shoulder along the bar nearly blocking
it off completely.

A coloured guy asked for a drink: the
woman behind the bar said *Would you
mind going to another bar please’. That
was it, a few words, rather nervous and
very polite, that made the difference
between seeing a black man as another
human being and seeing him as some
kind of inferior animal. They wouldn't
serve anybody from our lot so we stayed

there with our tongues hanging out,
Continued on page 4

OUR POISONED PLANET

A\ few vears later, after the
the same thing hap-
pened 1n the Western states

HE ENTHUSIASTS for technological-

progress-at-no-matter-what-costs were
accustomed to say a few years ago that
eventually mankind will learn to live
with the dangers of nuclear power and
not worry about it. This adaptation to
‘reality’ would be a sign of ‘matunty’,
etc., as opposed to the ‘hysteria’ of those
who objected to living with the constant
threat of extinction hanging over their
heads. Unpleasant though it 1s to have
to agree with men who are potential
mass-murderers, it does look as though
they may be right. Nowadays one rarely
hears anything about ‘“The Bomb’. The
struggles of the students, the Negroes and
the ‘Third World" have pushed 1t into
the background. Yet in fact while stu-
dents and police clash like medieval
armies, while Negroes snipe from the
roofs of ghetto tenements, while guerlia
in Asia and South America creep through
the jungles, they all, as well as
their opponents, and the writer of these
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lines, and vou, dear reader, being slowly
pnisuncd,
According to studies made by Dr

Ernest J. Sternglass, Professor in the
Department of Radiology at the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh, all hopes of recovery
after a nuclear war of any size are ‘utterly
and completely meaningless’. After a
single, massive, first strike, all human
life on this planet would probably be
extinguished within a generation. ‘The
atomic weapons which the United States
and Russia have been developing are
completely suicidal.” Anti-ballistic muis-
sile systems and deep shelters would all
be quite useless.

But Professor Sternglass goes further.
He believes that the peaceful use of
atomic energy, such as the projects to
excavate harbours and a new Panama
Canal by atom blast, will seriously
diminish the survival rate for the next
generation 1n those areas where this
technique is used, and in all other parts
of the world affected by the fallout.

Dr. Sternglass began his researches by
studying what happened to the inhabitants
of two towns in upper New York State
after a fallout cloud from one of the
1953 Nevada tests had ‘rained down’
upon them. It had already been recorded
that five years afterwards there had been
a marked rise in leukemia cases in these
towns.

Many of these cases occurred In
children who were not born until three
or four years after the fallout. ‘I found
there was not only an increase in leu-
Kemia, but in foetal and infant deaths
generally, as long as five years after the
incident. . . . Then I discovered that this
was not only true in the one neighbour-
hood, but across the United States. We
found that five vears after the first New
Mexico test in 1945 there was a narrow
band of states—Texas, Arkansas, Loui-
siana, Mississippi, South Carolina and
North Carolina—in a direct path under

the fallout cloud where the infant mor-
tality rate had shot up by as much as

409, to 50
Pacific tests began

Extraordinary though 1t may seem,
this loss of life had never been thought
of as caused by fallout. The babies died
of what appeared to be ‘natural causes,
including the usual infant diseases. These
babies werc just less resiiient than nor-
mal, and they tended to be smaller 1n
siZe.

Indeed this ‘small babv syndrome™ has
been noted throughout the United States,

and has puzzled the doctors. State by
state, Dr. Sternglass discovered an in-
crease in the infant death rate, averaging
25 to 30 above the normally ex-

pected figure, four or five years after the
fallout had settled. He has come to be-

lieve that minute doses of radiation. so

small that they have previously been
considered harmless, do in fact afiect the
reproductive cells, causing abnormalities
In the ofispring vears afterwards

Dr. Sternglass gathered infant mortality
figures from every part the United
States and fed them into a computer at
the University of Pl(l\}‘llf,'h The com-

puter was programmed to calculate the
relationship between these figures and the
state-by-state incidence of strontium 90
iIn milk. ‘In everv area we found a per-
fect correlation vear by vear, as the levels
of radiation rose and fell." The rise n
the deaths of foetuses and babies under
one vear of age has been calculated to
account for | more infant deaths than
would otherwise have been expected, and
this | continues to persist, although
atmospheric tests were halted in 1963.
Dr. Sternglass believes that it will do so
for a generation strontium 90
remains active for up to 28 vears.

One of the proud boasts of modern
society 1s that it has reduced infant mor-
talitv. This has created a population
problem, but it i1s an achievement not to
be sneered at, and a quite valid rejoinder
to those who would have us return to the
world of peasants and handicraftsmen,
where parents might have large families,
but expected as a matter of course to
bury half of them.

Since we are told that ‘nuclear power
1s here to stay, you can’t stop progress’,
etc., we are to assume, | suppose, that
increasing infant mortality also is here
to stay, and perhaps eventually near-
medieval conditions will retumm. Who
now says that you cannot turn progress
back on its tracks? Here it has been
done.

For it is not simply a question of wan
Peaceful nuclear explosions are just as
dangerous. The modern militant will no
doubt reply that it is all part of the
capitalist system, and of course he is
right. But the capitalist is just as much
exposed as the poorest Indian peasant.
There seems to be a kind of mass
amnesia regarding the whole problem.
A few years ago it was a major issue,
now it is almost forgotten.

A.S.

sInce
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