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HREE DUBLIN FAMILIES lve

under the tyranny of an order for
the committal of their breadwinners to
Mountjoy Prison. The Order was made
at the High Court, Dublin by Justice
Kenny on August 28. The three men,
young workers, had not obeyed an in-
junction ordering them to discontinue
squatting in the Carlton Hotel, thus in
effect they were guilty of the ‘crime’
of not putting their families out on the
street,

The Carlton Hotel 1s ‘owned’ by Mary
Duigenan, a middle-aged spinster. She
1S financially secure. She has stated
that she has contracted to sell the hotel
for £23,000 and that the sale could not
be closed until she could give vacant

possession. So, we have in the ‘Irish
Republic’ the ethic: property before
people.

Patrick Geraghty, holding a baby in
his arms, said that for the past two
years he had been looking for un-

~ furnished accommodation through the

Corporation, through TDs (Irish MPs)
and through landladies: there was no
unfurnished accommodation to be had
in the city, legally, though at the same
time there must be 200 big houses lying
idle waiting to be knocked down to
make way for office accommodation.

Two weeks ago he went after a flat
in the North Circular Road and they
wanted nine guineas a week. Almost
overcome with emotion he said, ‘Your
Honour, we are only labouring men,
none of us earn more than fourteen
pounds a week, what chance have we?’

The Judge then asked if Patrick
would give an undertaking to leave the
Carlton Hotel.

He answered, ‘No, I am not going
to ask my wife and family to get out
on the road for anybody’.

Then the Judge said, ‘You do realise
that a judge’s order must be obeyed
and I have no choice in the matter?’

Patrick replied: ‘I realise one thing,
I realise the landlady has a problem
but she has money. We have a pro-
blem but we have no money.” He
would, he said, get out if he got other
fxccommodation; otherwise, he was stay-
Ing.

Repeatedly the Judge asked if he
realised that he (the Judge) had no
choice in the matter.

Yes, he said, he realised that.

In answer to the Judge, John
MacNamee said, ‘The same goes for
me.” John, holding one of his children
in his arms, was asked by the Judge
if he realised the severe hardship which
would be imposed on his wife and
children if he went to Mountjoy.

He replied: ‘They need a home.’

The Judge then asked if John was
prepared to leave by next Monday.
In answer, John said he would go if
he got a home from the Corporation,
otherwise he would stay.

Patrick Brady told how his wife was
in hospital, at which the Judge said,
‘I am sorry to hear that.’

In answer to the Judge he said that
he was prepared to move if he got
a place to go to, otherwise he would
stay, he would not give a promise to
leave by Monday.

The case against Edward Chambers,
the father of a family squatting in the
same building, was dismissed on the
grounds of hearsay evidence. Applause
filled the crowded court as the Judge
said, ‘Mr. Chambers, your best course
IS to say nothing.'

Maureen Burke of the Housing
Action Committee read an extract from
the proceedings of the First Dail (Par-

Dublin Squatiers
Sent fo Prison

liament) which stated explicitly that the
family was the fundamental unit of
society and had rights prior to private
property or any matter whatsoever, and
that some of the members had after-
wards affirmed the promises given with
their blood.

Many times the Judge said, ‘I don't
want to send young men to prison, I
have no choice in the matter, I am
obeying the law.’

Patrick Geraghty said, ‘We are only
being sent to prison because we ignored
the court, not for being squatters in
74 Harcourt Street.’

Justice, Kenny then asked 1if they
were still determined. Each answered,
‘I have no alternative’. The Judge said,
‘I am sorry, neither have I

A young man in the body of the
court read, despite efforts to stop him,
from the 1916 Proclamation: ‘The Re-
public guarantees religious and civil
liberty, equal rights and equal oppor-
tunities to all its citizens, and declares
its resolve to pursue the happiness and
prosperity of the whole nation and of
all its parts, cherishing all the children
of the nation equally. . . ]

Patrick Geraghty said: ‘You are de-
priving our kids of a living.’

The Judge stated, ‘This is the end of
the matter.’

This was answered from the body
of the court, ‘This is not the end of
the matter, you may be sure of that,
and ‘This 1s only the beginning of the
matter.’

There was cries of ‘Shame’. An
elderly lady quoted Jesus: ‘I was home-
less and ye took me not in.” This was
loudly applauded. A vyoung man read
a relevant extract from the Constitution
which was further applauded. As the
case closed, there were cries of ‘This
1S a crime’ and ‘This will be settled on
the streets of Dublin.’

This 1s going to be a long and a
hard fizhtt When squatter Dennis
Dennely was imprisoned, demonstrators
were baton-charged by gardai and
blood flowed on the streets of Dublin.
We, the Workers in Ireland, will fight
for liberty whenever and wherever it
1s denied.

DoONAL McCARTHY,

FTER MANUFACTURING CS Gas,

supplying the police with it and
firing over 1,000 grenades of it into a
small residential area, the Government
has decided that it might be interesting
to have an inquiry just to see what the
stuff does.

CS Gas is standard equipment in the
UK, USA, France and a host of other
countries where the umbrella term ‘tear
gas or ‘riot gas’ is used to denote its
equipment.

CS Gas, or O-chlorobenzalmalononi-
trile for the chemically-minded, i1s manu-
factured at the Ministry of Defence,
Nancekuke, Portreath, Cornwall. From
there it is transported by road to Scher-
muly Ltd.,, Spra Works, Newdigate,
Guildford, Surrey, where it is put into
canisters and grenades. CS is also ex-
ported and estimates have been as high
as £250,000 worth. Nancekuke has a
capacity of 60 tons per year which,
in simple language, is enough gas
if given in clinical dosage, to Kill the
population of the world twelve times
over.,

CS Gas is supplied in hand grenades,
launched grenades, cluster canisters and
canisters to enable it to be sprayed from
helicopters. Its effects as recorded by
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I'l' IS NOW IMPORTANT that we

should consider at length the
circumstances of the struggle, the
manner 1n which it was carried on,
and the subsequent effects of the
various confrontations which have
taken place all over Northern Ire-
land. Since I was present only in
Derry during the week of August 12,
| shall concentrate on conditions in
that area and leave details of the
fighting in other centres to corre-
spondents who should also be re-
porting in this issue.

Many of the cancers in Ulster
society have already been well docu-
mented in FREEDOM, notably No. 23
(Derry: Springboard of the Struggle).
In the light of reporting of the con-
flict in the mass media, where it has
been represented simply as a sec-
tarian Protestant versus Catholic
squabble, it 1s necessary to reiterate
that in Derry, at any rate, the con-
flict is between the people and the
police as representatives of the state.

This is not to deny that religious
elements enter into the problem. It
IS true that Catholics are system-

atically discriminated agamst. It is

true that the Protestant working
class are conned into believing that
what marginal advantages they have
can only be mamntained by the con-
tinuation of this discrimination. Bui

it 1s also true that the vast majority
of the Protestant working class did
not take part in the invasion of Bog-
side with the police.

The two hundred or so Paisleyites,
with their white armbands,
attacked the area 1n conjunction
with the police are indeed Pro-
testants; 1t 1S more mportant to
recognise that they are also fascists
They did not come from Derry it-
self, but mainly from small rural
areas like Molenan, Ardmore and
Kilaloo (areas which also provided
the attackers of the PD march at
Burntollet). They had a clearly-
defined role to assist and support the
police. Usually they remained be-
hind police lines, content to smash
up houses in Rosville Street when
the police made a drive into the area

On other occasions they mani-
fested a little more courage and

who

allowed the police to retreat behind
their lines and bombarded the Boe-
iders with petrol bombs from pre-
pared positions. On the Wednesday
nicht of the fichting. after 36-hour
non-stop battle many of the police
handed over their riot shields. hel-
mets, batons and weapons to their
fascist friends, while they themselves

took a well-earned rest

Most of the fighting took place at
very close quarters. This was espe-
ially true after the police began to
fire batteries of tear gas shells into
the fuzz

the area. Since most ol
themselves did not have gas masks,
we discovered that the area freest

from tear gas was the area nearest
to the police. For this reason, there
was a gap of only ten to twenty
yards between the people and the
pigs, and this facilitated the accurate
throwing of petrol bombs. (A new
rehnement was a bottle filled with
grass, some sugar poured in, and
topped up with petrol—very ad-
hesive and long-burning!)
Tactically the fighting was rather
' tonﬁﬂnedonmges

HIS WEEKEND has seen some of
the most important events take place
since British troops moved into Belfast
and Derry. A man has been shot dead in
Belfast and troops have used CS gas
against Paisleyites (who were joined by
the RUC).

The man who was shot dead was a
Protestant. First news reports stated he
was shot in the street from a passing car.
Latest reports from Belfast contradict
this. According to friends in Belfast, a
Catholic house off Manor Street was be-
ing attacked and petrol-bombed. The
family inside had been ordered to leave
earlier but had refused. They had re-
quested protection from the CDC on the
Falls and received two guards. During
the attack on the house shots were fired
and the dead man was found lying in the
back vard of the house.

Earlier in the day a group of 3,000
‘loyalists” had attempted to march into

Falls Road. Troops and RUC arrived on
the scene. The troops appeared to be
very hostile to the Paisleyites while the
RUC took the opposite view and actually
lined up iIn front of them. When the
advance continued the major in charge
of the troops ordered tear gas to be used.
Those who suffered most from the efiects
of the gas were in fact the RUC, who
were immediately in front of the crowd.
When the gas cleared, one of the RUC
officers harangued the crowd stating the
army had used the gas without his per-
mission. The major promptly retorted
that he didn't need any RUC officer’s
permission to use gas and if he didn't
keep quiet he would get another dose
up his arse!

The mutual hostility between the army
and the Paislevites, the coming together
of the Paisleyites and the police, and the
shooting which followed the gas incident
has serious implications for N. Ireland.

CS Gus

Prof. E. H. S. Burhop are ‘Extreme
burning and tearing of eyes; constricts
respiratory tract; burns moist skin; in-
duces nausea’. At a concentration of 1-6
milligrams per cubic metre of air, in-
capacitates. At 20 mg/m?®, irreparable
lesions. Irreparable lesions can lead to
systematic poisoning. Over 30 mg/m¥,
possibly lethal (Operation Crimp 1.12.66,

Australian Capt. R. Bowtell died of
asphyxiation from CS while wearing
mask).

The grenades used by the CRS in Paris
last yvear were lgm grenades, in the UK
the police have 40gm grenades. The
military use 200gm grenades, and 80Ib.
drums for helicopter use. The British
police are equipped with ‘pure’ CS, or
more properly termed CS1. However,
this name CS1 implies a CS2 or 3 thus
giving weight to the rumour that the
French had extra irritants added to their
CS. A spent grenade can contain a
caustic, corrosive substance and there
was at least one report that this residue
has been poured over the bare skin of
demonstrators captured by the French
CRS. In Bogside six-year-old Keenan
Barret was put in hospital after picking
up a spent grenade that could have been

lving in the gutter for anything up to
five days.

The Americans seem quite happy about
CS Gas on the strength of their own
experiments, but the results obtained
from muscle - bound, football - playing
marines 1s hardly valid for, as they say,
the man on the Clapham omnibus.
Nevertheless, a British ex-serviceman
whom I spoke to who had been given a

controlled exposure to CS claimed that

he was still vomiting three days later.

Schermuly’s managing director, H. C.
Fairbrother, said that ‘properly used” CS
1s not lethal and added that if anyone in

the factory wanted to get rid of a cold or
sniffle then they should ‘work for an hour
or so in the CS section’.
side are people like Mr. McDowell who
was gassed unconscious in Derry. A few
days later his lungs began to fill with
liquid and Mr. McDowell, a bronchitis
sufferer, was admitted to hospital. The
US Federal Police Manual says ‘CS
may be extremely dangerous to persons
with cardiac or pulmonary (lung) condi-
tions. .
ture cannot easily be decontaminated.’
Dr. Matthew Meselson said, ‘As CS is so
casily dispersed in the lungs the possi-

On the other

. . Buildings, rooms and furmi-

The Paisleyites are going to be even
more enraged than ever at their inability
to get their hands on the Papists on the
Falls. They are unlikely to want a
straight up fight with the army, but they
are so stupid that it is possible they will
manoeuvre themselves into a position
where a shoot-out between themselves
and the troops is inevitable.

The RUC are absolutely demoralised.
The Bumntollet book noting their con-
nivance with the Paislevites, the an-
nouncement that 16 of their members
are to be disciplined, and the forthcom-
ing Cameron Report, which is to indict
them even further, have been a series of
such shattering body-blows that they are
on the point of mass resignations and
go-slows. This 1s pushing them even
further to the right, and can only result
in closer co-operation with the Paisley-
ites, with what fearful results it is only
too easy to imagine.

The barricaded areas are preparing for
further attacks. A series of bloody repri-
sals 1s expected. Radio Orange (a pirate
station) 1s calling on all able-bodied
volunteers to assemble on the Shankill
Road tonight (Monday). At least 10.000
are expected. With Madman McKeague
there to whip them up Hitler-style into a
frenzy, there can be only one result.

At this time, it is expected that the
Unionist right-wing, waiting in the wings
with daggers drawn, will soon be making
their bid for power. It remains to be
seen whether slippery Wilson will use the
situation to gain some badly-needed elec-
toral advantage among the Irish voters
in England, or whether. true to his prag-
matism, he will take the same action
against a right-wing take-over in N. Ire-
land as he did in Rhodesia.

COLUMCILLE.
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bility of carcipogcncsis (cancer) ought to
have been investigated.” If CS is nor-
mally destroyed in the liver. a person

suffering from a liver disease may not

be able to detoxicate it properly. The
former director of Canadian medical ser-

vices in Vietnam reported a 109, adult
and 90 infant mortality rate in patients
treated after being gassed with CS. But
then it was being ‘improperly used’ by
the Americans, it wasn't reliable old CS!

On July 4, 1968, the Home Secretary

said that it was misleading to suggest
that CS gas might be used for maintain-
ing public order.
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