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- SUPER MARKET, S

GNORANCE about the Common

Market is widespread, mainly
because most people get bogged
down in details about the price of
butter or meat, or will wine be
cheaper. This, after all, is what
politics is all about for most people.

General elections are fought on
the cost of living from day to day;
the real issues of power politics
which govern the overall pattern of
exploitation are not election i1ssues
because political parties are not In
conflict over the necessity to exploit

the people.
They will bicker over details,

based carefully on what they think
would be the more acceptable direc-
tion for exploitation to take. You
can have direct or indirect taxation;,
rationing by the book or by the
purse; direction by bureaucrat or by
boss. You cannot have freedom
from taxation or rationing or direc-
tion because these are the means by
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Tehad, Golonial Reconguest

TOTALLY IGNORED by the press,

the French Foreign Legion is now
engaged in trying to put down a pea-
sants’ and workers’ revolt in this ‘former’
French colony of 3 million persons.
Officially, it i1s a religious dispute be-
tween the Catholics of the South and
the Moslems of the North (shades of
Northern Ireland?). In reality, the
North has refused to recognise the
central government for seven years and
to understand this, one must understand
neo-colonialism. Tchad was given its
‘independence’ in 1960, but obviously

French capitalism was not going to let
such a good source of profit go. A
native middle class was created to carry
out the orders of French capitalism while
giving the appearance of independence.

which you are governed.

In approaching the ‘problems’ of
the Common Market, therefore, we
must start off with the clear under-
standing that freedom 1s not an
issue. On the contrary, since the
extension of State power is the one
common motivation of governments,
when governments get together, this
1s what they are planning.

And the Common Market i1s no-
thing more than governments getting
together. There is nothing new in this
What is different from previous get-
togethers is the extent involved in
this particular exercise. In the
past governments have co-operated
mainly in the military sphere, leav-
ing their internal affairs strictly out
of it. In Europe since the war, this
has been expressed in the West
thraugh NATO and in the East
through the Warsaw Pact.

VISIONS OF POWER
Since these two power blocs were

The Tchad industrial scene is largely
dominated by subsidiaries of French
firms with Pompidou's bosses, the
Banque Rothschild, having a very large
share. Everything depends upon the
cotton crop and the exploitation of this
1S firmly in French hands. Provoked by
hunger and misery, the North seceded
and they are starting to organise them-
selves. This example was obviously a
menace to the puppet government and
so they called in French troops who
have little chance of crushing the revolt
as this is very much a guerrilla war.
Their problem is our problem. They,
like us, are fighting the exploitation of
man by man.

(Le Combat Syndicaliste)

(Translated T.L.)

A Letter from Ghile

A CCORDING TO EXCELLENT gov-

ernment sources, the true Chnist
here 1s the working man and the
Christian Democratic Party is his vicar
on earth. Outside of Government cir-
cles (which seem to daily grow larger)
it 1s now very difficult to meet a worker
as even official figures say there are
560,000 out of work. To work for the
Government it is of course necessary to
belong to the ruling party. Expertise,
rights and justice mean nothing if one
has not a party card. Our comrade
Bravo Morales came top in all his exams,
but has been passed over and jobs given

to party members who have failed the
.exams of technical competence.

To end this letter from the Christian
Democratic Paradise of Chile, let me
quote the case of 90 families who took
over a piece of unused common land to
grow some food. Achurri, Interior
Minister, sent a troop of gendarmes to
evict them and this was done in the
best Democratic Christian way with 8
killed and 60 wounded. Another joy of
Christian Democracy! Very similar to
non-Christian Democracy!

(Tierra y Libertad)
(Translated T.L.)

GHRISTMAS ON REMAND ?

HE FIVE squatters arrested after the

Rumbold Road, Fulham, eviction
are still remanded in custody. Two are
at Brixton and the other three are at
the Ashford Remand Centre, Middx.

It is ironic that this is the case, while
magistrates have been complaining about
the number of cases coming before them
and the difficulty they are having in
dealing with them which necessitates

be remedied if these people were given
bail.

Their case has received some publicity
recently in a few national newspapers.
Obviously they are not an exception and
the National Council for Civil Liberties
1s genuinely disturbed at the lengthening
periods on remand awaiting trial. Maybe
the situation is not as bad as in Italy
where, to quote The Economist, 19.4.69,

established, however, new factors
have emerged. One is the economic
recovery of war-torn Europe, with
which is bound up the technological
revolution, not only in Europe but,
of course, in America, Russia and
Japan also. And the emergence of
China as a unified State, bringing
economic, technological and military
development at a rate alarming to
East and West Europe alike. There
are also side-issues like the growth of
nation-states in Africa and Asia and
other ex-dependent/colonial areas.
These factors all add up to the
appearance in this century of Super
States. The tremendous populations
at the disposal of the USA, Russia,
China, taking into account their
respective satellites, and the enor-

mous natural resources upon which
their new-found technology can be
set to work, open up visions of
power in the hands of relatively few
men that make the mind boggle.
Of all the great land masses, only
Western Europe has remained eco-
nomically and politically divided.
The historical reasons for this are
obvious: this is where 1t all began.
Here was where the industrial revo-
lution enabled the modern military
nation state to develop—and we
have two World Wars to prove it.

The Western European nations
which suffered most from those
wars, the countries in which the
actual fighting took place and which
were the most destroyed, have
learned a bitter lesson. They have
come to terms with their suicidal
nationalism, and, taking into account
what politicians are and what capi-
talism is. the Common Market 1s

what could be expected. L
The reasons for Britain remaining

outside were also historical, as well

as geographical. After all, we are
just outside Europe, and because of

that have not been destroyed on the
same scale as the other combatants
in the two wars. More 1mportant,
however, has been 6ur imperial past.
Governorship of the Empire gave
Britain a vast population and vast

natural resources to draw upon.
Hence in part our head start in the

would make Dickens shudder — have
been totally wrecked. The wreckers are
mostly young men awaiting trial. One
of the oddities of Italian law is that you
can spend longer in prison waiting for
yvour trial than the total period of your
sentence if you are found guilty.” It
happens here too!

In a recent letter to the Home Secre-
tary concerning this case and those re-
lating to the Endell Street squat, the
NCCL said, ‘It may be that these cases
merely represent a general and certainly
unfortunate trend . . . or that the im-
plications are more disturbing. One
possible interpretation is that the police
and the courts are in effect using re-
mands in custody as a punitive sanction
to deal with demonstrators and un-
popular minorities.’

Comrade David Griffiths, one of the
three in Ashford, has no previous con-
victions and yet for the last ten weeks
his freedom has been denied him. At
the West London Magistrates Court a
defence lawyer said that the defendants
were ‘remanded in custody because of
their political faith’.

Appeals to Judge in Chambers have
been made without success. As it 1s
now, the refusal to give bail is a punish-
ment for something yet to be proved.

The NCCL have made the following
recommendations to the Home Secretary:
(i) the police have to present ‘compel-
ling evidence' in support of objections to
bail; (i1) a standard procedure for magis-
trates regarding bail applications should
be laid down; (iii) accused people should
be given a detailed court procedure sheet
in advance of their first court appear-
ance; (iv) the accused should bz speci-
fically told they have the right to appeal
to a judge in chambers; and (v) legal
aid should be made freely available when
bail i1s refused, at least for the making
of such an appeal.

LATER
Dave Griffiths
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industrial revolution, and, as a
dominant world power, the lack of
any need to make deals with other,
lesser, European states—except as
military necessity demanded.

But now things are different
We've lost the Empire and the other
European nations have caught up
with us in the industrial revolution
[ronically, the very destruction they
suffered in the war and their lack of
involvement in world politics, with
its military demands on the eco-
nomy, has enabled Germany, for
example, to start from scratch with
modern techniques and to leap
ahead. France has lost an Empire.
but gamned a Bomb. So Britain,
levelled down, 18 now just anothe
European nation state.

THE TREND TO MONOPOLY

As such, the capitalist advantages
of being part of a larger power bloc
become apparent. The bigger you
get 1n the capitalist world the more
you can see that competition doesn’t
pay. Competition is for the small
fry to knock themselves out with:
the winner becomes big" fry and
doesn’t want to compete any more
(It's like the class struggle; the
Upper Class don’t wish to know
about that!) Co-operation is not
just a pretty word, it is an economic
necessity when you get so big and
have so much to lose that you have
more in common with your com-
petitors than your customers. Hence
the trend to take-overs, mergers,
monopoly. One example in the
Common Market context is, ironic-
ally, the co-operation between
Britain and France, which opposes
British entry, on the development
of the Concorde. The pooling of
resources has put this plane ahead
of both America and Russia in the

supersonic stakes, and this lesson
has not been missed.

The reasons that are put forward
for Britain’s application to join are
simple economic ones—like the
opening up of a huge ‘home’ market
for our industrial products. There
1s of course more to it than that, as
can be imagined if we think of
merger between say, British Ley-
land, Volkswagen and Fiat—or, if
not merger, at least agreement on
'zoning" within Europe and ration-
alisation of markets in the rest of
the world. It is going to mean capi-
talist organisation on enormous
scale, and we can only wonder what

of the michty

the international trade union move-

ment 18 domg to prepare IS
members

Very little it seems, and very
little 1s being said on what the

Common Market 18 going to mean
in political terms. For make no
doubt about it, if the business men
are Interested in 1t for capitalist
reasons the politicians.are going for
it because it looks good to them for
political reasons.

As Groucho Marx once famously
sang: "Whatever it 1s, I'm against it!”

and 1t 1s not a bad rule of thumb for
anarchists to be against anything
that politicians are for. Now all

three of our political parties are In
favour of the Common Market.
Back benchers on both sides of the

STATE

House have ‘serious reservations —
we suspect mainly on matters of
national pride, since they relate
more to the terms on which Britain
goes 1n than to the main issue. But
party line for Labour, Tories and

Liberals is that Britain cannot afford
1O \.fdjd out

What this really means is that in
the era of the Super State. the
advanced’ trading nations can ex-
pect to keep their fingers in the
gravy and their places at the tables
nly if they are at the
very least part of a gl.lp'."r State

America, Russia, China, have the

land masses. the natural resources

and the populations to be Super
States all on their own. Only if the
smaller Western European nations
get together can they stand up to
them. The population of the pro-
posed Common Market entity will
¢ m excess of 200 million of the
most technically advanced people in
the world. The politicians who are
in charge of these people will be very
powerful men indeed.

]sn't this attractive to Messrs.
Wilson, Heath and Tho

. rpe—and all
their ambitious friends?

For the suckers—not so good.
Day by day we are getting more and
more of an inkling of what life
under the computer is going to mean.
And Super States are only possible
because of computers. We are all
pigeon-holed, ticketed and docketed:
the State can keep efficient tabs on
all of us, only by computers. This is
the great new instrument of govern-
ment. And this 1s why the Common
Market looks so attractive to the
State-minded politicians of today

JUSTIN.

S A RESULT of the constant pressure

of threatened demonstrations, the
Stormont Government called off the
Springbok’s match scheduled for Belfast
on November 29. Needless to say they
cancelled it not because they disapprove
of the racialist ambassadors but because
the army told them that they were not
keen on being used against the several
thousand demonstrators who had pro-
mised to answer the PD and UNSA call
Therefore the Special Powers Act was
used again to ban the match, to the fury
of the Rugby vigilantes, all geared up to
‘smash the fuckin’ lefties’, as one of their
spokesmen so beautifully put it.

The attention of the anti-apartheid
groups now focuses on Dublin where
the Springboks are due to play on
January 10. Pickets at the RFU are a
daily occurrence and the Government
has already said that they will personally
boycott the match. Much more import-
ant, however, has been the attitude of the
unions. The Irish Congress of TUs urged
all its members to give no assistance
whatsoever to the South Africans. This
has meant that in order to get food and
accommodation they have had to move
out of Dublin to a hotel which has non-
union staff. The ICTU, however, have
indicated that if the match goes on traffic
will be fouled up in Dublin by a strike—
moreover, as they say, ‘T doubt if we'll
even let them into the country.” Cer-

News from lreland

Guardai needed to cope with the demon-

strations. All in all it looks as if the
racists won't foul Ireland with their
presence.

in NI the so-called opposition have
now at last wised up to the fact that the
UDR Bill means the B-men in new
uniforms with better weapons—the army
won't be able to control some of the
killers even if it triess. While the
Unionists try to deal with their own
‘moderates’, Eddie McAteer presided
over the interment of the Green Tory
Nationalists, the old Redmondites. At
their ‘conference’ they spent most of
their time denouncing the PD, who they
see as the ‘real enemies to the old
Catholic virtues’. A new ‘united front’
opposition to the Unionists is being can-
vassed while the Green Tories run
around like a chicken with its head cut
off. Rumours of arms smuggling are rife
—it is definitely known that a large cache
was brought into Portaferry (Co. Down)
for the UVF, who have also claimed
responsibility for a £20,000 postal rob-
bery. The army ‘is said to have every-
thing under control’. Despite these ‘re-
assuring’ words, many do not rest easy
in their beds at night—especially those
families who were bumt out of their
homes and reside in rotting chalets or
caravans, generously rented them by the
Government. For them, Christmas this
yvear will be a sick joke.
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‘the prisons in Turin and Milan—the tainly the Government will probably con-

‘:}f many being held in custody for longer

e e ﬁ‘; o ' than normal. Certainly this could  two richest cities in Italy, whose prisons has been granted bail. sider that they can't afford the 2,000 AUGUSTUS BERKE.
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