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editorial

Tony Blair has helpfully told us that the class war is over. Remember this when they bring the war

against drugs into your living room and as social housing, built and paid for by working class people,
is sold off for city profits. We can all feel pleased with ourselves after June 18 but, no matter how
many times we watch the video, exploitation and oppression continue all over the world.

)18 wasn'’t explicitly anarchist — a lot of the international action had little connection with what
we would recognise as anarchist politics. Militant grass-roots action has never been the sole preserve
of anarchists. We look at groups and movements around the world and close to home and see people
we don't think we agree with fighting the same struggles in different ways. We certainly haven't got
all the answers. But one thing we do know - all around the world the class war continues.

Meanwhile, you may have noticed a few changes around here... yes, you guessed it, Black Flag has
had a much-needed, complete redesign. After all, if we propose a revolutionary transformation of
society, we shouldn’t be afraid of embracing a little change for ourselves. Hopefully, it also helps
communicate our message more effectively, in a more accessible, contemporary and visually appeal-
ing way. We hope you like it — your feedback on the new look is actively encouraged.

After this redesign we’ll be changing the name to BF, appearing on Channel 4 a lot and disappear-
ing up our own arses into academia. Sadly this is only as true as the sayings of Blair: we're still at
least as broke as any other anarchist magazine and, without admitting to intellectual bankruptcy
too, we welcome both financial and written contributions.
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docial Cleansing & the End of Gouncil Housing

At the end of the 19th century,
local authorities started build-
ing housing for the poor.
Charitable trusts and co-oper-
ative societies also built homes
for working class people, but
councils came to dominate
housing in most districts, and
particularly in the bigger cities.
Though council housing prod-
uced some awful homes, and in
the late 60s and early 70s arro-
gant architects were allowed to
inflict their brutal theories on
us, most of what was built was
better than what went before.

sector borrowing, and that this
investment will offset any
other disadvantages. These
disadvantages include chang-
ing tenancies from secure to
assured, which makes it easier
for the new landlord to evict
tenants. Rents will rise to pay
for the extra borrowing,
though the companies say they
will be pegged for five years or
so (by which time Housing
Benefit will have been slashed
further and the poorest will be
priced out of their homes). As
council stock is fragmented,

For almost every local housing company,
there is a campaign fighting against it

For 18 years the Tories
attacked council housing with
the divisive right to buy policy,
ballots for different landlords,
and so on. With the exception
of right to buy, these policies
failed. Tenants, when faced
with the choice of the devil
they knew or the devil they
didn’t, always opted for the
council. Right to buy worked
because it tapped into tenants’
wishes to have more control
over their homes as well as
appealing to the greedy.

But after 18 years of surviv-
ing Tory attacks, council hous-
ing is going. As a local housing
manager told me recently, “we
survived all the Tory attacks
and now we (meaning the
Labour Party) are selling them
off.” Every council which still
has it is setting up “local hous-
ing companies” to take over the
stock. And for almost every
local housing company, there is
a tenants’ or workers’ cam-
paign fighting it.

Perhaps the best known
transfer was HARCA in Tower
Hamlets, where a very narrow
majority on the relevant est-
ates voted to transfer out of
the council’s control. So, what
are these local housing com-
panies, and why are they being
pushed? Their advocates say
they will be able to invest in
housing, unlike councils
restricted by rules on public

management costs will rise as
a proportion, and tenants will
get less for their money.

One of the features of all
the sell-off ballots is that lease-
holders don't get a vote, even
though they will be hit by huge
bills for the improvements
planned. Fair enough, you
might think, they made a kill-
ing out of the right to buy. But
many didn’t - lured by the
fantasy of home-ownership —
many are stuck in flats that are
now totally unsuitable (due to
increase in family size, disab-
ility etc) and which they can
never sell. Not surprisingly,
these people would be likely to
vote no, so they don’t get one.

So, as anarchists, do we
want to be defending control of
housing by corrupt and power-
hungry local councillors?
Clearly no, but we should also
be clear why we are against
this wave of sell-offs. They do
nothing to further tenants’
control over their own housing.
Nor do they address the real
issue — the fact that there is a
huge shortage of affordable
homes, particularly acute in
inner cities where gentrifi-
cation is going on.

In Southwark, South London,
the council wants to clear three
popular riverside estates to
make way for the new London
Assembly. And while this was
going on, the Council’s director

for economic regeneration
(yuppification?) Fred Manson
said, “because social housing
generates people on low
incomes coming in and that
generates poor school perform-
ances, middle class people stay
away.” Tenants’ groups attacked
Manson, saying this was about
class-cleansing, and pushing
the working class out.

Southwark has huge areas
of endless council estates built
by admirers of East European
Stalinist architecture, but there
are also enclaves of the middle
classes. Harriet Harman lives
there, refusing to send her kids
to a local school, preferring to
make them travel an hour and
a half to a grammar school in
Orpington. Manson’s comm-
ents, though, get it arse about
face. Where should poor people
live? They've already been
socially cleansed from Batter-
sea, Wandsworth and the
posher bits of Clapham (or
Claa’'m as the chinless scum
who now live there call it).
There just aren’t that many
choices — live close to your low-
paid job, your family and
friends, or move to the soulless
out-of-town estates.

In Hackney, the council has
opted for a piecemeal approach
to privatisation, but the effects
are already becoming clear. On
the Haggerston estate, where
tenants recently lost a ballot,
the new company has already
made changes. Where a tenant
misses an appointment for a
repair, they are charged a
callout fee. Insurance has gone
up by £35, and the estate clean-
ers have had their wages cut by
at least £1000. Tenants in Tower
Hamlets and Lewisham have
both recently voted no to sell-
off plans, and a crucial vote is
coming up in Coventry. Most
importantly, tenants need to
make sure they are properly
informed. Councils spend
hundreds of thousands giving
their view — it’s vital that those
opposed get their facts right.
There is potential for damage
when the swp sends ill-inform-
ed students onto estates.

Changing from a secure to an
assured tenancy that contains
the same clauses is really not
the big deal that some people
have tried to paint it.

It's important for the ten-
ants’ movement to win more of
these ballots — the Labour Party
are considering removing the
right to vote because they keep
on losing. But it is not just
around sell-offs that tenants
are being ignored. Workers in
Tower Hamlets recently went
on strike over plans to intro-
duce a call centre and close
local estate offices — after ten-
ants had been surveyed and
said no. The strike was strongly
supported by tenants’ groups
in the borough and was part-
ially successful in forcing the
council to back down.

What is needed is a co-
ordinated, nationwide camp-
aign for proper consultation;
legally-binding ballots for all

residents on all transfers, dem-
olitions and sell-offs; rents to
be pegged and kept within
Housing Benefit limits, and
councils allowed to borrow to
invest in housing. Tenants will
generally find willing allies
among workers in housing,
who are sick of seeing cuts in
jobs and services and endless
re-organisations just to
massage bureaucrats’ egos.

If you want to help resist

the end of council housing,
why not get in touch with the
Defend Council Housing
Campaign, on 0171 254 2312. W
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J18 — In the Gity ...

For anyone who didn’t notice
—the June 18 occupation of the
City of London (the financial
district) was a riotous success.
Attracting a diverse crowd it
was the first demo in living
memory (mine anyway) spe-
cifically against capitalism
—no demands, no appeal to
the government or the Tuc to
do anything.

A year’s worth of planning
paid-off on the day, maps and
thousands of carnival masks
were handed out free, provid-
ing some protection from the
omnipresent cameras. Inspir-
ingly, there was a move away
from the passive street party
punter waiting to be entertain-
ed. People worked collectively
with friends and strangers and
planned actions went off
alongside spontaneous ones.

The LIFFe building was
stormed with hand-to-hand
fighting up and down the
escalators; Lloyds was evac-
uated; the Bank of England, the
Stock Exchange and a flash
restaurant (amongst others)
were attacked and a showroom
of Mercs was sent off to the big
repair shop in the sky. The dam-
age assessors list is endless
and, in the eurovision rioting
stakes, put London in at
number one for the first time
n years.

By Monday the boards were
replaced with glass and the
graffiti was getting steam-
cleaned off. Since then the

arrest lists have grown. What
was it all about then? First, and
most obviously, it did put
protest back on the map. Every
five or six years the extra-
parliamentary opposition has
to kick some butt just to show
that we are not just armchair
theoreticians. But protest, no
matter how violent, can be just

Reed Employment, New Deal
entrepreneurs, were targeted
but closed for the day with
posters saying what good work
they do. Relations between
ordinary city workers and prot-
esters were much better than
at the Stop the City demon-
strations of the 8os. Builders on
Finsbury Square were on strike

There was a move away from the passive street party

punter waiting to be entertained. People worked

collectively with friends and strangers and planned

actions went off alongside spontaneous ones.

a big tantrum - and just as
pointless. If the day was just
what people built-up to, for the
whole of last year, and was
then all they talked about till
next year, it would be as much
use as those big peace marches
we used to mock.

The two main pieces of
propaganda for the action, the
mock paper Evading Standards,
given out on the day, and
Squaring up to the Square Mile,
a pamphlet that described
what the different city com-
panies do, cannot be seen as
representative of all those that
took part in the action at every
level. The day was not just
about how naughty finance
capital is. People on the
demonstration included those
well aware of how their own
bosses screw them directly.

over the sacking of a safety rep,
but weren’t the only ones who
were into what was going on.

The media wrote a lot about
the use of the internet to org-
anise and to propagate the J18
protests, some commentators
appearing to suggest that this
was some sort of abuse of the
media. Expect more calls for
internet censorship and con-
trol. There were however very
few imaginative counter-
measures. There were some
(failed) attempts to hack the
server for the J18 discussion list,
notably from ‘gatekeeper.
herbertsmith.com’, someone at
a large city law firm that, from
the look of things, knows less
about the law and about
‘information technology’ than
they claim.

Top investigative work from

The Sunday Times Insight team
revealed that we were paid to
riot. A trader told a journalist
that two students told him
they had been given a bus
ticket, £30 and a packed lunch
to come from Nottingham to
riot. RTs have been strangely
reticent on this one and
attempts to get refunds have
been met with bureaucratic
demands for receipts and proof
of rioting.

Friday’s Evening Standard,
always first with the facts,
carried the good news that very
little had happened. Evading
Standards had been closer to
the truth, even though it was
printed well before June 18.
Still, the story had originally
come from the police chief who
announced, as the Critical Mass
set off at 8.00 am, “not many
people have turned up and we
are expecting a low-key day.”

Despite all the chaos and
the damage, ‘city sources’
claimed that blitz spirit had
meant that no trading was
lost. Most of the city workers
spent the day at home, hang-
ing out of windows or being
unable to get back from lunch.
The LIFFe building was appar-
ently closed for some reason in
the afternoon. Le Quai rest-
aurant was far from empty
when people turned up for a
takeaway well after lunchtime.
All of which begs the question,
when do these people do any
work anyway?’ m




All Around the World

All Around the World

Outside London and internat-
ionally, June 18 went off mostly
as party or street theatre.
Glasgow had a big noisy
parade and there were occu-
pations in Edinburgh in the
weeks before J18. Theatrical
Zapatistas featured from South
Korea to Boston. It kicked off in
the hippie paradise of Eugene,
Oregon [see Prisoners, this
issue| and the cops chased
punks around in LA. In Europe it
was mostly quiet (apart from
the sound systems) but
demonstrators braved a total
ban on demonstrations in
Belarus and held a picket of
Macdonald’s in the city centre.
The Czechs started early, to
avoid disappointment and
managed to get their rioting
done before rain stopped play
on their June 18 demo. It is
difficult to assess the impact of
the actions and who was invol-
ved in different places from the
different reports.

No Laughing Matter

Koln in Germany was the ven-
ue for the G8 summit and with
characteristic good humour,
Koln cops arrested at least 20
people in an operation to
prevent a ‘Laugh Parade’
against the G8 summit. 350
people from the Intercontin-
ental Caravan were surrounded
by police on their way to the
city centre. Amongst those
arrested was Vijhay Jawandhia,

president of the Inter-State
Coordination Committee of
Farmers’ Organisations, and his
wife. People from the Caravan
were beaten-up and pushed to
the ground while the cops
racially abused them. At least
two demonstrators needed
medical support. 500 European
supporters were also surround-
ed at another station but were
treated a lot better by the
police. The Intercontinental
Caravan for Solidarity and
Resistance had made a protest
tour through Europe for one
month. Apart from India, the
participants also came from
Brazil, Bangladesh, Nepal,
Mexico, Colombia, Pakistan,
Chile and the Ukraine. They
took part in actions in eleven
countries of Europe in the run
up to June 18.

Uruguay

The Montevideo June 18 Net-
work occupied the main square
of the Old Town (the financial
centre). At about 12.30 a type of
trade fair was set up with stalls
on various themes: work (sell-
ing cheap labour and focusing
on child labour), education
(where public education could
be acquired for a modest price
and the education reform was
questioned), plastic (with a pvc
jockey riding the Pollution
Plastisaurus, spotlighting non-
returnable bottles and
packaging (we're experiencing
an invasion of these) and

rejecting pvc), Local Culture
(with a test to see how global-
ised and how Uruguayan we
are), TV (as the manipulator of
our lives), Consumption (show-
ing us how to be perfect
consumers and have a clear
conscience) and Commun-
ication, (criticising the prohib-
ition of community and free
radio stations). Also partici-
pating were some trade unions
involved in disputes such as
the one with Cristaleri‘'as del
Uruguay. They locked-out their
employees, leaving them in the
street and Uruguay without its
only glass factory. The unions
brought along a cardboard fac-
tory with an exhibition about
glass. The fishworkers union
also attended with placards
protesting about their situa-
tion. Also present were the
workers of the ‘El Cine’ super-
market who have been in occ-
upation of the supermarket for
the last two months.

The square was decorated
with balloons and posters. A ot
of noise was made which att-
racted the attention of passers-
by who had a look at our trade
fair and listen to the music.
Most stalls were made of mat-
erials skipped and recycled
from the streets and with
posters taken from this year’s
elections. The second action of
the day was a a really lively
parade along the main streets,
with singing, stilt-walkers,
jugglers, puppets, the Plasti-

saurus and the glass factory
occupying the streets and en-
tering into the Stock Exchange,
the Banco de Montevideo (to
the surprise of the staff) and
passing in front of the Ministry
of Housing & the Environment
and McDonald’s, where we
stayed for a while singing and
getting in the way. The day
finished with a puppet show
about the media, which ended
up with the burning of a card-
board television.

Bouncing All the Way to

the Banks

Czech J18 actions started on a
hot Saturday afternoon, on
May 22, with the first street
party outside Prague taking
place in Brno with over 800
people, a sound system, bands
and infoshops. At about 5.00
pm the crowd took to the
streets, blocking traffic in town
and marching through Brno
without any arrests.

On June 5 there was the
third Prague street party. The
date was set to welcome the
Intercontinental Caravan. It
was another hot day with some
7000 gathered in the centre of
Prague. There were seven
mobile sound systems and live
concerts with ska and punk
bands, a lot of infoshops, veggie
food, pivy-culture, drummers,
tearoom, fire show and much,
much more.

After the ‘official’ event end-
ed, people joined the protest =
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< march which was lively but
proceeded through the centre
without incident, apart from
traffic chaos, until reaching the
Old Town district. At the bott-
om of Petrin Hill people headed
to the us embassy. The police

nationalist Ken Saro-Wiwa.

By 10.30 am the plane
conveying Owens from Lagos
landed. On hand to receive him
at the airport were activists,
workers, women, children, the
unemployed, market women

The damage assessors list is endless and
in the eurovision rioting stakes London was in
at Number One for the first time in years

were badly-organised despite
having deployed 1000 cops,
two helicopters, waterguns,
horses, etc. The now-angry
crowd attacked the building
with bottles and stones, break-
ing many windows. The police
arrived, but let the crowd move
on to the castle.

After a rest, about 500
people walked from the castle
back to the centre but riot
police were much in evidence
at this time. People tried to
attack McDonald’s, kFc, and a
TV station... police arrested 114
people, nine cops were injured
—two badly — a McDonald’s was
demolished, a police station
and a few cars were left with
broken windows. Pity they got
the date wrong really.

Niger Delta, Nigeria

About 10,000 people from all
across Nigeria and the Niger
Delta, ethnic nations in
particular, joined protesters
around the world. Thousands
of people from all walks of life
gathered at the Port Harcourt
International Airport to meet
Dr Owens Wiwa, younger
brother of the slain Ogoni

and professionals including
former minister Dr Mofia
Akobo who heads the Southern
Minorities Movement; Mr
Oronto Douglas, environmental
human rights lawyer and
leader of the Chikoko Move-
ment; as well as Mrs Joi Yowika,
the Ogoni lawyer who helped
secure the release of the Ogoni
Twenty among others.

Owens spoke to express his
optimism that the peoples of
the Niger Delta would over-
come in their struggle against
the alliance between the
Nigerian state and Western
multinational oil companies
like Shell, Agip, Mobil, Chevron
and Elf. These companies, many
in the Delta say, have destroyed
the basis of their livelihood. The
crowd then moved in a convoy
to Agip junction in Port Har-
court where a street named
after General Abacha was un-
officially re-named after Ken
Saro-Wiwa as the old signpost
was pulled out. The crowd also
stormed Agip offices in Port
Harcourt where two mock coff-
ins where deposited in protest
against the human rights vio-
lations of the Italian company.

For example, last April soldiers
on the orders of Agip shot eight
villagers, including a two-year-
old baby.

The demonstrators also
blockaded the gates leading to
the offices of Shell in Port Har-
court. The blockade lasted for
about two hours and solidarity
messages were presented by
representatives of virtually all
the ethnic nationalities in
Niger Delta and groups with
transnational agenda like the
National Association of Niger-
ian Students. There was danc-
ing and singing in the streets,
bringing Port Harcourt,
Nigeria’s petroleum capital, to
a standstill.

Earlier the convoy had gone
to 24 Aggrey Road, Port
Harcourt, which the late Saro-
Wiwa had donated to the
Movement for the Survival of
the Ogoni People (mosor) to
use as its office. Addressing the
gathering at Aggrey Road,
Owens Wiwa pointed out that
all those who had a hand in the
murder of the Ogoni Nine will
be punished sooner rather
than later. Oronto Douglas be-
moaned the fate of the suffer-
ing peoples of the Niger Delta
in the hands of corporations
and said “enough is enough”.
Dr Akobo encouraged the
peoples of the Delta to con-
tinue to fight for their liber-
ation from native colonialists
and global forces of injustice as
“we are in the age of freedom”.
He encouraged all peoples of
the Delta to unite as one, to
defeat their common enemies.

Gujrat, Pakistan

Trade unionists held a massive
rally. The leadership of ApFuTU,
a union federation, had gone
underground on June 14. They
came out on June 18 wearing
masks and veils and joined the
rally, in spite of the fact that
the local police were every-
where ready to arrest them.
The police had made a night
raid two nights before at the
union house as well as Imtiaz
Labor Hall on the midnight of
June 17 and 18, trying to find
out about the leadership. When
police failed they smashed up
the office and looted a comp-
uter and other equipment.

They also burned records.

When the underground -
leadership appeared in the
procession, the protesters broke
through the police lines and
went to the Chowk District
Courts chanting slogans

‘against the government as well

as the nuclear tests. In front of
Deputy Commissioner Office
the ApFuTU (Women’s Wing)
leadership were on hunger
strike as a protest against the
nuclear explosions.

Afterwards a protest gath-
ering was held at the District
Court Chowk and Mr Pirzada
Imtiaz Syed, Secretary General,
addressed the meeting but
about 300 to 400 police comm-
andos attacked the demon-
stration, men women and
children, with tear gas. They
arrested Pirzada, a number of
other leading figures and 50
more active members.

On July 9, the 50 rank-and-
file members were bailed and
released and two days later all
but six were too. Those released
had been tortured. The
Pakistani trade unionists have
called for international finan-
cial and political support and
have opened two bank
accounts in the name of
‘International Solidarity Fund
of ApruTU’ with the Allied Bank
of Pakistan Ltd, main branch
Gujrat. The details of bank
accounts are: International
Solidarity Fund of ApruTuy,
Account No: 1180 (us $) and 1181
(bm) Name of bank: Allied Bank
of Pakistan Ltd, Main Branch,
Chowk Nawabsahib, Gujrat
(Pakistan). All Pakistan
Federation of United Trade
Unions (ApFuTU), Union House,
Rang Pura, Sargodha Road,
Gujrat — so700 (Pakistan) Fax
number (+ 92 4331) 52 53 02.

Since June 18 there have
been a total of around 5o
arrests. Expect a ‘grass-'em-up’
media campaign sooner or
later. Legal Defence and
Monitoring Group are trying to
coordinate defence but need
more people to get involved.
Contact them at Bm Haven,
London WCiIN 3xx. Three people
are on remand, one is Onofrio
Loverso [Fonzie], write to him
at B Wing, HmP Rochester,

1 Fort Road, Rochester, Kent. m



THE HEADLINES

After a fight in a fairground on
the weekend of the August 14 —
15, when 15 people were injured
the police made a show of force
with “chief officers warning
residents and asylum seekers
that violence will not be toler-
ated from anyone.” This is an
apparent change from a policy
where police had only interven-
ed to protect racists.

There were rumours of yet
another attempt by the NF to
march or at least try a paper-
sale on August 21. On the 19th
they distributed leaflets door-
to-door in the Buckland area.
The leaflet attacked asylum
seekers and Refugee Link, a
local group which supports
them, or as the NF have it “act-
ively supports the programme
of filling Britain with scroung-
ing ‘AsyLUM SEEKERS ". It ends
saying that the NF will march
again in Dover soon. On the
Saturday, a few local anti-
fascists went out looking for
NF activity but just ended up
being searched by the cops.
Meanwhile in the ‘riot-torn’
seaside town everyone else
went about their business
quietly.

The following week the NF
were out again leafleting, say-
ing they would march from
Dover Priory Station on
Saturday 28 August. The local
council applied for a ban on all
marches — racist or in solidarity
with asylum seekers — for three
months. The NF backed down,
adopting their law-abiding
citizen image and saying they
did not want confrontation
with the police or anti-fascists!
This is the highest-profile use
of a ban on marches on the
British mainland for years and
allowed Straw to look like a
moderate mediator rather than
one of the protagonists.

From the start it should be
pointed out that the violence
in Dover has not been confined
to attacks on or by asylum
seekers and plenty of British

people in Dover have made a
stand against racism and big-
otry. Only a few weeks before
the ‘tinderbox’ erupted a Brit-
ish Asian woman was attacked
when she went to the aid of an
asylum seeker. The police did
nothing except to protect the
pub that sheltered the racists.

This was only one of a series
of incidents that have taken
place, stirred up by racists in
the press and government.
These have been reported but
only in anti-racist publications
like CARF. There was no sudden
explosion of violence and cert-
ainly no race riot.

Tough on Shitting in Door-
ways, Tough on the Causes of
Shitting in Doorways

Scum like Nick Hudson of the
Dover Echo, Jack Straw and the
late lamented Mike O'Brien
masquerade as bona-fide jour-
nalists or politicians, but in
reality they think there is noth-
ing wrong with plastering their
racist shit over newspapers and
airwaves. Lord Bassam, ex-
Brighton squatter turned
pompous council leader, is
competing with Anne Widde-
combe and outgunning his
own boss Barbara Roche, for
column space, but this is more
than just a summertime
opportunist playing of the
race card.

Straw’s Asylum & Immigrat-
ion Bill took a brief knocking
over its welfare provisions.
Removing any access to ben-
efits for asylum seekers, replac-
ing it with a voucher system,
complete with a "Voucher Tsar,
voucher appeals system and
voucher cops, will cost every-
one, except Tesco’s, a lot of
money. The government admit
that it will cost a lot more than
just paying benefits directly.
Straw argues that by keeping
asylum seekers below the pov-
erty line they will not come
here in the first place. These
fewer applications could then

be dealt with more quickly and
cheaply. Less money would be
spent on vouchers, and Imm-
igration Service jobs could be
cut too. However for most
people the decision to leave
their country and come here is
not based on the attractions of
the JsA or even citizenship
classes for their children. Death
squads in Columbia or Algeria,
Taliban militiamen in Afghan-
istan, and Czech Nazis spend
very little, if any, time assessing
the likely impact of their
actions on British Home Office
spending projections. Until
recently Straw appeared too
dumb to realise this or too
cynical to care. As Widdecombe
emerged as the heroine of
middle-England, Straw started
spinning a slightly different
line. He admitted that the
number of applications was
dependent on conditions in
countries such as Afghanistan
or Somalia, realising that with
opposition from the parlia-
mentary right he now had the
opportunity to get the liberal
left back on-board.

The root of the perceived
problems in Dover and Kent is
that asylum seekers are

tttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt

for most people, the
decision to leave their
country and come here
is not based on the
attractions of the JsA

................................................................................

dependent financially on local
authorities. Those who claim
asylum, after going through
immigration control, have no
access to the reduced benefits
available to port applicants.
Many come in on the backs of
lorries or other clandestine
methods such as bent eu pass-
ports and apply for asylum in
Kent, soon after arrival. Exclud-
ed from benefits, they become
the responsibility of the Kent
local authority.

The government proposals
would make support the
responsibility of central
government using franchised
agencies such as Housing
Associations, local social
services, quangos and doubt-
less some enthusiastic
entrepreneurs.

The events in Dover allow
Straw to act now to force
dispersal at local authority
expense. Anyone who resists
will be responsible for ‘race
riots’in Dover. Then a centrally-
administered voucher scheme
will appear to promise benef-
icial change as opposed to the
sick chaos that will ensue. This
is not conspiracy, this is good
news management.m

Kosovans arrive at East Midland Airport in May.
If they’d come through Dover, they’d have been tear-gassed.
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Drugs.Guns

There have been 26 shooting
incidents in Harlesden in the
last year. Six recent killings
connected to ‘Yardie' infighting
have included those of Henry
Junjo’ Lawes and Dean Roberts.

Harlesden has more than its
fair share of crack and of young
men desperate enough to sell
rock to other young men who
want to escape, if only for
fifteen minutes. Most people
here though just want to live
their lives: second and third
generation Irish and Afro-
Caribbean couples getting by
as best they can.

Most of the shootings have
involved small time criminals
in turf wars over drug spots
and security rackets posing no
threat to anyone outside the
circles of those directly in-
volved. A combination of media
hype, paramilitary policing and
council cuts in local services
have contributed to a sense of
crisis — street crime is really the
icing on the cake — working
class communities turning in
on themselves. On Saturday
19th June the Nation of Islam
(Nol) held a rally in Harlesden
town centre. Over 100 turned
out for it, demanding simply,
“Stop the Killing”, “Gunmen Get
Out”, “To Shoot Your Brother Is
Suicide.” The Black United
Front, a community-based
coalition, held another rally
later in July. The Nol has begun
to organise ‘Black Watch'’ pat-
rols in Harlesden.

The Nol mixes an apocalyp-
tic version of Islam with an
orientation to the self-pride of
minority urban communities.
(But hard luck if your comm-
unity happens to be jewish or,
god forbid, gay!). It is riddled
with contradictions — black
pride mixed with anti-Semit-
ism and sectarian theology. But
this mattered little on June 19.
The demonstrators were 95%
black. Junjo Lawes was killed on
the 14th. Five people had been

shot in the preceding weeks.
People had been afraid. For an
hour or so, grouped together by
the clocktower, that fear was
gone, replaced by a new sense
of community and a sense that
the lives lost had some value,
that the families mourning
mattered, that people in Nw10
mattered, if only to ourselves. A
sense also that something
could be done.

Mike Marqusee points to
the basis for the Nol’s presence
within poor ghetto black com-
munities. “The Nation grew
within and against the culture
of the ghetto. It set itself up as
a counter-attraction to all the

shootings is that they're
entirely about ‘Yardie’ gangs
battling for turf, crimes import-
ed from Jamaica. All of this of
course allows New Labour the
chance to play the race card,
and the police an opportunity
to step up their presence with
community consent. There are
two big holes in the ‘Yardie’
argument, though. One, it pre-
tends that crime, battles for
drug turf and the market for
hard drugs are peculiar to the
‘Yardie’ gangs and the comm-
unity around them. Two, it
denies the role of the police in
perpetuating the idea of
‘Yardie' crime. The recent trial

It is, precisely because crime becomes something
that the poor do to each other, that those of us
who believe in working class self-organisation

cannot afford to ignore it.

temptations of ghetto life:
drugs gambling, prostitution,
prize fighting.” The Left in Nw10
tell us that all our ills will be
cured by the abolition of capi-
talism, in much the same way
that temperance societies used
to tell us that all our problems
were down to drink. New Labour
has declared war on the poor
and a vacuum now exists as
the local labour movement
decays. In Harlesden, that vac-
uum has been, at least temp-
orarily, filled by the Nol. If we
want to contest that space and
build a movement committed
to the self-determination of
working class communities, we
have first to understand why so
many people looked at the Nol
demo and said “At least some-
one’s trying to do something.”
Crime is endemic to capital-
ism, a fairground mirror distor-
tion of the social relations
engendered by capital. One of
the myths being spun by both
police and politicians about the

of Yardie informer Eaton Green
revealed that officers of the
Drug-Related Violence & Intelli-
gence Unit ran Green and pro-
tected him while he carried out
a spate of armed robberies in
the uk, even allowing him to
bring two accomplices, Cecil
and Rohan Thomas into the uk.
From 1994 they also ran Delroy
Denton, who raped and mur-
dered Marcia Lawes in Brixton,
and was shielded from both,
crime squad and immigration
attention, by his handlers, PC
Steve Barker and immigration
officer Brian Fotheringham. Roy
Ramm, former head of the
Met’s Yardie Squad, has stated
that “I'm absolutely convinced
that there is no such thing as a
black mafia or black Godfather
operating in this country” and
described the Yardie gangs as
opting for a “little and often”
method of importation rather
than any large scale drug
smuggling operation.

The government is set on

redistributing resources from
welfare into the pockets of the
upper middle class. New Labour
want the social consequences
of this to be confined to work-
ing class areas. Policing be-
comes containment, making
sure the poor prey only on the
poor. The notion of 'Yardie’
crime as a distinct phen-
omenon allows us the illusion
that such policing is “for our
own protection.”

The Guardian’'s Nick Hopkins
and The Observer’s Tony
Thompson have worked partic-
ularly hard on behalf of Scot-

land Yard’s ‘Operation Trident’

to perpetuate the myths about
Yardie crime. Thompson, in a
recent Observer piece described
an interviewee, purportedly of
St Mary’s Road Nwi1o, fearfully
crossing the street to a but-
cher’s shop on the other side,
scared, “of being hit by a stray
bullet.” There has only ever
been one shooting incident in
St Mary’s Road, and there’s no
butcher’s there either, but as
Thompson's interview was a
fabrication that's no surprise.
Nick Hopkins' piece Turf Wars
(8/7/99) paints a vivid picture
of a Yardie war with uzis and
Ingram Mach 10s the weapons
of choice. In fact these weapons
weren't used in the majority of
shootings, and the majority of
those killed were uk nationals.
There is no evidence of the in-
volvement of any of the gangs
he named.

It is, precisely because crime
thus becomes something that
the poor do to each other, that
those of us who believe in
working class self-organisation
cannot afford to ignore it.
Working class crime really is a
problem for the working class.
The criminologists John Lea
and Jock Young state the core
issues; “It is vital to realise the
contradictory nature of work-
ing class crime ... Its cause is
righteous, its direction indiv-
idualistic. The political energies
that could have been harness-
ed for a transformation of soc-
iety become channelled into
ensuring its inertia.”

But what can be done? In
his book Anarchism and the
Black Revolution, Lorenzo
Kom'boa Ervin tackles the iss-



ues around drugs and crime
head on. As he puts it, “Only the
community can stop drug traff-
icking, it is our responsibility,
however you look at it." The
strategy advanced is based on
establishing a combination of
street counselling and edu-
cation, street clinics and
community action against
dealers (ranging from exposing
them to driving them out).

The only way ultimately to
tackle crime in working class
communities is by replacing it
with politics — by rebuilding
community solidarity and self-
organisation such that crime is
no longer seen as the only
survival option. In doing so, we
have one clear lesson to learn
from the Nol. The Left’s
orientation to the state has left
it exposed in areas like
Harlesden where the state is
the main landlord and a
primary employer.

In the us, much of the urban

credibility of the Nol was based
on the success of its “dope-
busting” patrols, which gave
those living in crack-infested
blocks an alternative to a state
which used crime as an excuse
to criminalise whole comm-
unities, and gave local kids a
chance to feel as if they could
take control of their lives. As
one Chicago youth put it,
“Police treat you like garbage.
The Muslims treat you with
respect, and the way they come
to us is the way we come back
to them.” (Chicago Sun, in The
Times 13/2/94)

If we are not concerned with
giving communities a sense of
self-worth, of pride and respect,
if we are not able to operate, as
Mike Marqusee puts it, “within
and against the culture of the
ghetto”, then our politics will
be irrelevant to the communi-
ties we purport to address, and
the chance to rebuild working
class solidarity will be lost. m
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o[UPID SEASON

After looting the City the on June 18, anarchists went
to Penzance in Cornwall to take advantage of the
eclipse to loot pastie shops and liberate fish — or so
The Express and Telegraph would have you believe.

A couple of weeks after June 18, The Cornishman, the West
Cornwall paper, claimed to have received a fax announcing an
Anarchist Jamboree in Penzance on the Monday before the
Eclipse. None of the local activists admitted to having any idea
about this one. A few weeks later The Telegraph and Express took
up the story — claiming that leaflets had been handed out at J18 in
the city. A few calls round the most anal leaflet collectors we know
didn’'t produce a copy of this leaflet but that doesn’t mean that
the papers were lying.

The Cornishman announced that fly-posters for the day of
chaos had appeared in town but these mysteriously disappeared
before anyone else saw them. Come August 9, Penzance had 100
extra cops waiting to pounce but no Jamboree. Learning from
their London colleagues rashness, Cornish Police didn't announce
at 8.30 am that it was all going very well. But they could have
done as, surprisingly, nothing happened.

The anarchist menace was still to be averted as apparently
there had been threats to sacred sites; specifically to paint a circu-
lar stone with a hole in it white — like a Polo! Amazingly, this didn’t
happen either but probably only due to the commitment of local
pagan groups who had undertaken guard duty.

The Express had to limit its anarchist horror stories to reporting
an attack on a festival by police where children were cs-gassed in
an attempt to seize a sound system. Not particularly near
Penzance, nor on August 9.

So what was all that about? Either it was a rare example of
journalists making up stories to fill space or it was a deliberate
move to help the authorities scare people off from coming to
Cornwall and be ready to blame anarchists for any chaos that
might happen.

.........................................................................................................

121 EVIGTED

After 18 years of occupation the
121 squatted centre in Brixton,
London, was evicted on August 12.

Armed police, 150 riot cops and a helicopter were used. Railton
Road and surrounding streets were sealed off and the bailiffs
smashed their way in. There were seven people inside and faced
with those odds resistance would have been futile. The centre had
been occupied for 210 days since the council had gained a
possession order in court and two months later the bailiffs and
cops had been faced down on Railton Road. 121 will now be turned
into something of benefit to the community such as private flats.

Squatting in Lambeth will continue as will resistance to
gentrification. 121 was a base for masses of different actions and
activities, groups and individuals over the years. The court case
and initial resistance brought people together again.
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Action Report
Indonesia

................................................

by Front Anti-Fascist (FAF)
in Bandung

.................................................

On May 21 (the anniversary of
Suharto’s fall from power) FAF
and other resistance organisa-
tions demonstrated against the
military’s dual function, the
next fake election and for real
transitional government. The
rally was 500-strong, consisting
of students, labourers, farmers,
slum-dwellers and local punks.
Riot police attacked the peace-
ful protest, resulting in three
injuries.

One of the aims was to
show that the June election is
just more bullshit because the
military and the status quo will
still exist, continuing their opp-
ression. It’s difficult for us right
now because the masses are
taken-in by election hype; they
still haven’'t come down from
their initial euphoria.

Similar demonstrations also
took place in other cities like
Jakarta, Solo, Yogyakarta, Sura-
baya, Lampung, and Padang,
causing differing levels of
chaos. The biggest was in
Jakarta where 75 people were
injured and hundreds jailed.

Right now, Indonesia is in
election campaign mode. Most
people believe that the election
will improve our ever-worsen-
ing conditions. They don't
realise that whoever wins, the
regime is guaranteed 34% of
the seats by law. People are still
being killed in Aceh, Timor and
Papua. Bloodshed is still
everywhere. We will keep the
campaign going and bring ever
more people into the insurr-
ectionary movement. We're
waiting patiently with
~clenched fists.

Below is our address — we'd
welcome literature or anything
else helpful. Please write
nothing but the address on
envelopes to avoid censorship.
PO Box 1853, Bandung 40018,
West Java, Indonesia

In Bologna a squatted anarchist
centre (Laboratoria Anarchico
Paglietta) was evicted on May
25. Inside Andrea and Sara were
sleeping. The police, together
with the media, were looking
for Andrea, a well-known
anarchist. Luckily he escaped
through a hidden hole behind a
wardrobe. Sara was arrested for
obstructing the police, put into
jail and then, being pregnant,
placed under house arrest.

All of this started because a
ps office in Bologna had been
burned during the war. Ds is
Italy’s left party in power.
Almost 30 offices had been
burned all over Italy during the
war. In the squat the police had
found a poster signed ‘Individu-
alita Anarchiche’, a name used
to sign posters in Italy for years,
but in Bologna some military
tanks had been burned some
months ago, and a flyer left at
the scene was signed ‘Individu-
alita Anarchiche.

So, using this as ammuni-
tion, the police dreamed up a
conspiracy involving 18 people.
There were about 30 raids
around Bologna, seven
warrants were issued and
eleven people were told to
report to police stations daily. 16
of the 18 suspects went into
hiding, as they realised what
was going on. Only a guy
named Tommaso was put into
jail, and Sara was found at her
home. Her charge is no longer
“obstructing the police”, but
“forming a subversive organisa-
tion”, which is a really serious
accusation in Italy.

After a month or so there
was a successful application to
the ‘Court of Justice’ as there
was no proof to back up the
charges.The 18 people have now
been freed on remand, but
charges have not been dropped.
The accusations are of squatt-
ing different places, flyposting,

nothing new

creating a disturbance in a
square and a theft - not
burning bs offices or tanks! The
activists had already been
charged for the former and
were awaiting sentences. So the
‘'subversive organisation’ was
only an invention to allow a
heavier sentences. In the past
few years we have seen the
‘ORAI' conspiracy, [see BF 206
and onwards] the ‘Gray Wolves’
in Val Di Susa [BF 215] and now
this. The first didn't work, the
second managed to kill Edo and
Sole. Don't let them get away
with this one. Innsbruck Asc

criminalisation
of grassroots
opposition is

The above must be seen in the
context of widespread criminal-
isation of militant grassroots
opposition movements in Italy.
This is nothing new. The huge
social movements of 