30p
10th September 1983
No. 18 Vol. 44

iside

LETTERS page, 2
Free the Five page 3
Sizewell

REVIEW page 4
Pakistan

Sri Lanka

Anthropology page 6
REPORTS page 7
TS~ SNSaS. . A S L e 1

editorial

Ranging from the stage-managed
sycophancy of the Conservative
Party to the bitter back-stabbing
of the Labour Party this is the
season of political conferences.
Currently on show at the Blackpool
seafront are those doughty stand-
ard bearers of the working class
the Trades Union Congress. This is
their 115th. performance and it is
sad to say that the act is begining
to look more than a little stale.
After many years of training their
members to accept compremises
with their employers and to dele-
gate all power and authority into
the hands of the chosen few it is
hardly surprising that the current
economic and political climate has
led to a drop in membership and
general despondency within the
Trade Union movement. When, as
some political theorists would have
it, the workers should be out on
the streets fighting the system that
has failed yet again to come up
with the promised goods we see

them instead resigned to their
fate.
All the TUC has been able to

come up with iIs an agreement to
talk to the Employment Secre-
tary Norman Tebbit about new
anti-union legislation. This is called
facing up to the reality of the
situation. And so it is for the TUC
has long been but another weapon
in the hands of capital, helping
to knock off the rough edges of

factory life, papering over the
chasms between employer and
employee, claiming to be fight-

ing to better the conditions of the
working class while shoring up the
status quo. Meanwhile the General
Secretaries, Presidents for life, and
Chairmen can keep their cushy
jobs their political power and
possibly a place in the House of
Lords, for so are servants of the
State rewarded

It is important that anarchists
distance themselves from these
bastions of reaction and cease to
pretend to be able to work within
them for they are as much a part
of the capitalist system as any pol-
itical party. Infact as the supposed
proponents of socialism and equal-
ity as well as the mouthpiece and
muscle of working people the TUC
and Unions in general have prob-
ably played a more insidious role
in damaging the cause of true free-
dom than anyone else.

And they need not worry that
Tebbit's laws will be too harsh
for he knows he needs them and
they need not worry that their
members will disappear for they
have nowhere else to go and they
need not worry about anarchists
and syndicalists because we are not
strong enough. Yet,
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Death and deceit, the prime fruit of
politics, ripened in the September
sun and came up with a bumper
harvest.

By accident or design, a Korean
civilian airliner was obligingly shot
down by Soviet military fliers, and
everybody had a field day. The
ceaseless and relentless probing of
‘the enemy’s’ defence system and
alertness, countered by the ‘enemy’s’
alertness and readiness to shoot
first and ask questions later, provi-
ded 269 martyrs to the Cold War.

Weeping and wailing and right-
eous indignation followed. Heads of
state rushed back to their offices
from their ranch, dacha, villa or
Summer Palace and immediately,
unconcerned with fact, struck their
familier and required postures.

Their followers obligingly and
dutifully followed suit. Southern
Koreans demonstrated in Tokyo
and London and, for all we know,
in Darwin and Little Rock. Kremlin
watchers watched carefully the
total lack of reaction from the
Kremlin, wherein the Soviet leaders
just waited and waited for the
Americans to put their feet in it.

Which they ewentually did.
Through the usual strange misuse of
the English language which manages
to put seventy-five syllables where
seven could do the job, ‘A Spokes-
man from the White House' let
slip an admission that there had
been an American ‘reconnaisance’
plane Iin the very same borderline
waters Into which the Korean
Jumbo jet had ‘trespassed’.

Please forgive our wearisome use
of quotes around these words.
Reconnaisance simply means spying
— but we, in the Free World (for-
give the capital letters too, please)
don’t lightly admit to going in for
spying. Except in fiction, of course.
side, where, as Reagan
would know only too well, the
good guys wear white hats and the
bad guys black, the world of inter-
national espionage IS merely the
subject for wide-screen, technicolor
blockbusters about James Bond, or

depressing seedy films about seedy
characters coming in from the cold.
It has to be thought of as fiction,
not fact.

It's them cunning Russkies that
do i1t for real. Funny, isn’t it, that
in any other field in which the
Russkies are doing it for real, the
Americans have to be shown to be
matching them, bullet for bullet,
missile for missile — and more. Not
merely matching them, but being In
the position to outgun them any
time.

But spying is after all the art of
secrecy, not of deterrence — though
this in itself may require agreat deal
of bluff and deception. Remember
those cardboard Messerscmitts the
Nazis had on their airfields in 1939
— and the cardboard tanks the
British scattered about the South of
England in 19407 All kid’s stuff by
today’s standards, when each side
knows it is being photographed
night and day from watching satel-
lites.

There must be some advantage
in using manned aircraft, like the
USAF RC-135 — an adapted Boeing
707 — for the sort of border patrol
that i1s maintained along all inter-
national frontiers between East and
West blocs. Perhaps real live pilots
are still a bit more perceptive than
infra-red automatic cameras, but
perhaps the real advantage i1s that
they become part of the game and
are reqularly noted, recorded and
accepted as part of the scene. Now
nobody who has ever had any time
to waste at an international airport
could fail to notice that a Jumbo
jet is different in shape from any-
thing else on the field. It comes In
looking like a humpback whale
among the dolphins. There IS In
our opinion no possibility that the
pilot of the Russian fighter (Mig-23
or Sukhoi-15 — another vagueness,
but does it really matter?) could
have possibly mistaken the Korean
Jumbo for an ordinary spy plane.
So what did he think? That was an
extraordinary spyplane, of course,
and Its extraordinary behaviour
backed this up.

For there seems to have been no
sign from the Korean plane that the
pilot was taking any notice at all of
the fact that he was being signalled
to by the Russian fighters. They
apparently flew over him, flashing
lights and wagging their wings and
then started firing tracer bullets to
warn him that he was off course
and over ‘sensitive’ Russian naval
and missile bases.

He took no notice (apparently)
and so, according to the rules of the
game that he should have been
taught, he was shot down, passen-
gers and all,

The whole thing bristles with
questions:

1) Had the pilot switched to auto-
matic, fallen asleep and not noticed
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the plane was (presumably through

a mechanical fault) hundreds of

| miles off course? Sounds unlikely,
| but these long night flights, and at
| 30,000 feet plus, it’s a boring ride.

2) Was the whole thing a set-up, a
CIA dirty tricks plot to counter in
world opinion the USSR
‘offer to take away a certain
number of SS-20 missiles to start
the run-down of nuclear armament?
3) Was the airliner actually a cover-
up spyplane? With or without the
passengers’ knowledge?

4) Was it routed to fly over USSR
territory in order to test Russian
ability to detect and react. And If
this was not meant to be a test to
destruction, was there some mech-
anical or human failure that pre-
vented the pilot of the civilian liner
seeing what was happening? If so,
had the plane been fixed before-
hand or was it all accidental?

We could go on with the specu-
lations. The thing is that in human
terms all this I1s so barmy — with
the exception of 1) above — that
the almost certain expectation of
disaster should have ruled it out.
And if 1) above was the real situa-
tion then the whole thing is a tragic
accident which brings us back to
the tragic reality that we live In a
mad, mad, mad world.

The Russians were reacting iIn
exactly the same way they were
expected to. That 1s what s so
lunatic about I1t. Go back to the
Cuba crisis and see what Kennedy
was ready to do to stop the Rus-
sians putting missiles on Cuba.
Remember how Thatcher reacted
on the Falklands — and how all that
was brought to a shooting match by
the sinking of the Belgrano — on
orders given from England to the
Commander in the area.

At first it was thought (hope-
fully?) that orders to shoot down
the Korean plane emanated straight
from the Kremlin. American com-
mentators were pointing out that
the Russian system is arigid hierachy
and things are much more ‘flexible’
in the American forces. It now
turns out that the order to fire
came from the Commander of the
USSR Far East forces (no doubt

recent

looking over his shoulder In the7

direction of the Kremlin), and thus
the Russian system is more flexible
than the Americans assumed.
Perhaps it is worth the deaths of
269 persons to find that out,

-

What is so sickening about all
this 1s that these deaths are being
used for propaganda purposes. But
it IS not as though disasters like this
are anything new In the catch-as-
catch-can game of espionage. A few
yvears back an ltalian airliner myste-
riously ‘blew-up’ in midair off the
coast of Sicily, while a Mediterra-
nean NATO fleet exercise was
taking place. No great stink was
made about that,

And we should not forget the
fishing vessel SS Gaul which myste-
riously vanished in February 1974
in the Barents Sea not far from the

Russian port of Murmansk and
relatively near another ’‘sensitive’
Russian defence area. This fish

processing vessel, out of Hull, was
known to be carrying sophisticated
monitoring (ie, spying) equipment
and was unlucky enough to De
working too close to Russian terri-
tory while a NATO exercise was
going on to the North of Norway.

To this day, British authorities
assert that the ship ‘went down’ —
but the Gaul was one of the most
modern ships of its time, equipped
with all the latest safety gear, but
not one genuine piece of wreckage
or slick of oil has come to the
surface in nine years — and no
bodies either. Nobody among the
relatives of the 32 men missing (on
a boat usually carrying a crew of
25) believe for a moment that it
sank. They believe 1t was captured
by Soviet naval vessels. But neither
the British nor the Americans say a
word about that.

One thing that seems to emerge
from the present episode i1s that the
military authorities are in second-
to-second contact with their planes,
wherever they are. Japanese, Rus-
sian, American military airforce
plotters were watching what was
going on — but there seems to have
been no civilian aviation authority
whose job it was to alert the Korean
pilot he was off course and to warn
him of the consequences. Not even

an alarm clock to wake him up.

So — 269 more victims on this

arena where the |lunatic games are
played out at our expense. And
these are not clowns any more;
they are pathological lunatics play-

iIng their power games on and on
into .the sunset of the great orange
mushroom cloud.

And, undoubtecly, we are mad,
100, to put up with it,

'‘Oh, look dear isn't that a MIG-23 ?°.'No dear it's an SU-15.°
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m Pornography — The debate continues

1'd like to make a few comments on | porn is different than all other lit in

Gjon's response to my previous
letter on porn and censorship.
Clearly he dislikes porn and that is
fine, but he has no place telling me
what / can and cannot read, which
1s exactly what people who destroy
literature with which they disagree,
eq, Playboy, are doing, If porn
offends, one should not read it, but
should not interfere with those who
wish to. | doubt that Gjon would
support the actions of people who
went about burning copies of
FREEDOM because they felt it
corrupted traditional moral values,
and | think he should apply the
same standards to porn.

Depiction or description of sexual
activity of any nature is not violence
against anyone unless the particip-
ants are coerced, which appears to
be the exception, not the rule In
porn. And certainly the image
portrayed of women (and men) in
most porn is no more degrading
than that depicted in most non-porn
literature, especially advertising.
Certainly Nana is no feminist tract,
but |'ve never heard of any women
destroying copies of this book
because of its view of women, Why
the double standard?

How can mutilating mags not be
censorship? Talking or writing
about sex, or distributing pictures
of people having sex violates no-
one’s rights. It is absurd to say that

that it constitutes actual violence,
Frankly | can't see how anyone
could say that Playboy is worthy of
destruction, while Mein Kampf is
not (Gjon opposes censorship of
fascist stuff) and pretend to be
consistent,

It's unfortunate that so many
anti-freedom types have tagged onto
the anarchist movement. Freedom
of speech and press must be absolute
or it is not worth a damn, Calling
Alex Comfort a reactionary because
he is a sexual libertarian 1s an
example of the strange way In
which these censors view the world,
If anarchy is ever going to change
this world, we've got to cut loose
these puritanical busybodies In
anarchists’ clothing, and stop giving
them positive coverage in our press,
Joe Peacott

A
So Joe Peacott (FREEDOM July 2)

as an anarchist says ‘we’ should not
interfere with ‘free speech’ and
accept all the shit porn has to offer
us. (Does he include the people
who object to ‘snuff movies’ as
being sexist because they object to
porn dealers dealing in the death of
women in their porn videos?) Or
are we to take away the objectors
right to “free speech"?

No doubt Joe has umpteen porn
mags under his bed with pictures of

Bm Why | am no longer an anarchist

women dressed up in school uni- |

forms etc. so as he can get his small
bit of pleasure. Then he can go on
to the streets the following day and
get his kicks replacing his fantasy
image in a porn mag with the ‘real
live thing’. He may look upon this
and say ‘none of my mags have
school qirls etc. in them’ — that
doesn’t matter, the principle is the
same — if he can look ata porn mag,
see a ‘woman' who is available to
him at any time it will turn out the
same — every woman he passes In
the street to him (and millions like
him) should be available for him to
abuse with his mind. My only regret
is to think that he thinks he's not
offending anybody.

On the other point — if ripping
up Playboy is interfering with ‘free
speech’, then | would rather be
gagged than to be called an anarchist.
If Joe Peacott’s idea of anarchy is
to debase 50% of the population of
the world with his non-intervention
in the anti-porn campaign — who
gives a shit — there's plenty like
him.

Black Bairn

A

| am writing on the issue of porn-
ography and a disturbing aspect of
the latest feminist campaign against
it which | am still unsure of but
would like other sisters and brothers
to investigate...

On three occasions now | have
been involved in anti-pornography
debates and campaigns, all with
three different women’s centres
which | shall not name In case my
information is incorrect in any way,
and so that further investigations
can be carried out. What | have
uncovered on three different
occasions was that some of the
most prominent women involved
were not in the least bit left-wing.
Although they appeared to be at
meetings, in more intimate conver-
sations it became increasingly clear
that they were not only opposed to
pornography, but also to homo-
sexuality, free love and abortion etc.
Of course, it is possible that they
just haven't thought things through,
however it would be highly unlikely
for such experienced campaigners.

So, out of curiosity at first, |
decided to find out a little more
about those women, and In two
cases so far it appears almost certain
that they are also involved with
right-wing Christian organisations.
| have mentioned this to other
feminists who alas do not take me
seriously saying that they are still
women and therefore ‘sisters’. | do
not think so and feel that some
positive investigation should be
done to prevent our being used by
women who only seek to serve
patriachy.

AL

After having been active in the
anarchist movement for over 10
years | do not find it easy to write
down why anarchism does not give
me any more a satisfactory strategy
for anti-capitalist and anti-imperial-
ISt struggle.

| had to revise my old concept-
ions of revolutionary strategy while
studying the revolutionary struggles
and achievements in Central Amer-
ica and the Carribbean: Cuba,
Nicaragua, Granada, El Salvador,
Guatemala. Neither in Cuba nor
Nicaragua nor Granada is an anarc-
hist society feasible in today's
politic-historic situation, even if it
were desired by the majority of the
population. But this condition —
anarchist mass-consciousness — was
missing in these countries. And yet
authoritarian revolutionary move-
ments have succeeded to conquer
the power of the state and are In
the process of constructing socialist
societies under extremely difficult
conditions. The kind of socialism
which we find does not reflect our
anarchist ideals, but it is a hundred
times better than the corrupt and
cynical dictatorships that ruled

- before. A Cuba and a Nicaragua

without the power of a state and
without the support of other

It was interesting to read the letter
by A Reader (FREEDOM 27 Aug.)
where it was suggested to boycott
products from countries where
anarchist propaganda and organisa-
tions were illegal.

However, | disagree with A
Reader about ‘the anti-drug para-
noia’ in the case of Sicily. While |
accept the freedom to use drugs or
not as one chooses, | feel the situ-
ation in Sicily is not a simple
question of free choice in the use of
drugs. As far as | can see here we
have a situation of a different
culture with different values being
imposed on people in Sicily along
with the USA bases. Part of this
will be an influx of drugs (such as
heroin) which will be unscrupulously
‘pushed’ on more susceptible mem-
bers of the community who have
had little knowledge of drugs before.
Hence a probable increase in heroin
addiction and more human suffer-
ing. So the drug using can be seen
as part of a greater cultural disrup-

tion and not just a question of “free
choice’,

had to surrender to the economic
blackmail and military intervention
of the United States.

Anarchy in one country IS not
possible in the age of imperialism.
We have to face the facts: A modern
army with air force and specially
trained units can defeat a country
militarily, whose defence is based
on workers’ militia and/or autono-
mous fighting units. This was already
the case in Spain in 1936. Franco’s
war was to a large part financed by
the USA and militarily supported
by German and Italian special
troops. Only a stronger intervention
by the USSR could have prevented
Franco’s victory. An anarchist
revolution of course does not get
such support.

The anarchist concept of an
armed General Strike
workers’ militia supported by auto-
nomous military groups) may be
capable of defeating the power of
the state temporarily. But without
a revolutionary army with a unified
strategy and leadership a people in
arms will in the long run have to
submit to a modern mobile army.
Workers’ militia are immobile by
definition. Tied to the place where
they work and live the armed
workers can defend the revolution

@ Drugs, prisoners and fully-fledged anarchists

| think the people of Sicily have
a great deal to be concerned about
from that direction quite apart

from the military bases at Comiso.
D Dane

A

In his review of Vernon Richards
book Why Work? Geoffrey Oster-
gaard draws attention to the large
increase in unemployment since the
1960°s. There has been a similer
and probably connected increase in
the British prison population during
that time.

Any cnncentration on the
question of the development of
leisure needs to take into account
the growth of what is deemed to be
crime,

Increasing unemployment and
the erosion of the work ethic cannot
be seen in isolation since the increase
in ‘crime’ and the prison population
Is likely to lead to an outcry, orch-
estrated by the mass media, for
more authoritarianism.

Whether or not the prison build-
ings and the staff will be able to

(armed H
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doubt to some Marxist

against local counter-revolutionaries
but they can be disarmed and
defeated one after the other by
mobile military  shock-troops.
Autonomous revolutionary military
groups can only be effective if they
possess a common information net-
work and a unified plan of action,
ie, iIf they abandon their autonomy
and submit to military hierachy and
command., The troops under
Machno and Durruti had such a
structure and were therefore a)
relatively successful and b) strictly
speaking not anarchist anymore.

But what about the argument,
that a people can defy and even
eventually defeat an internal or
external occupying force by perm-
anent civil disobedience and eco-
nomic actions (Go-slow etc.) ?

Well, if the people does not have
the political power to distribute the
fruits of their labour, ie, if it lives
under the conditions of exploitat-
ion, of wage slavery, then the
people rely on their wages in order
to survive. The working class with-
out political power is economically
subject to the exploiter. Non-
cooperation, long-term strikes etc.
lead in the long run to poverty and
misery of the people, while the
occupying force can still live well

carry out the containment of the
increasing number if inmates is a
further question of relevence. No
inclined
libertarians the sphere of prison
Is peripheral, to those who have

any strategy, however, incarcerated
populations are fundamental.
JW

A

In his letter (FREEDOM no. 17)
Stuart states that the ‘anarchism’ of
recruits from the Peace, Feminist,
Animal Rights and Ecology is to be
doubted and suggests that it is ‘time
wasted’ to be involved with such.

Is he seriously suggesting that
only fully-fledged anarchists form
‘the movement’. Tell me, how does
one become as complete an anarc-
hist as Stuart?

From my own experience, in this
society libertarianism is something
that has to be learnt and practised.
Having the courage to defy authority
Is the first step and probably the
hardest. What better way to begin
to practise rejection of authority

on the surplus of external means.
See Poland today.

In Western Europe today a revo-
lution seems so unrealistic, that it is
easy to follow unrealistic revolu-
tionary concepts. But if we look at
the situation in Central America,
where the social revolution is on
the agenda, then it is the duty of a
revolutionary to develop realistic
revolutionary perspectives. A
realistic perspective cannot be
derived from an ideology of the
19th century, bu must be based on
the social and historic conditions of
each individual country, taking into
account the global political condi-
tions of US-Imperialism and Soviet-
Imperialism. Cuba is not equal to
Vietnam, Poland is not equal to
Afganistan, Nicaragua is not equal
to El Salvador and England is not
equal to Spain.

What | am propagating today is
something like a revolutionary
pragmatism. We have to fight for
that which is possible. We must not
give up our libertarian aims where
they can be realised, but our anarc-
hist philosophy must not stand in
our way when a social revolution of
authoritarian character is possible
INn one country.

Klaus

than by demonstrating for a cause
one feels passionately about, Here
enough enthusiasm may be genera-
ted to overcome the initial fear of
breaking the law. Thus through
experience of demonstrations,
N.V.D.A., civil disobedience, etc.,
potential anarchists become aware
of individual struggles and how
they interrelate. With this increasing
awareness will come the realisation
that there can be no lasting solutions
while the State exists. How is
‘honest libertarian understanding’
gained without actively experiencing
the individual results and inherent
faults of authoritarianism?

So these ‘recruits’ are as much a
part of the anarchist movement as
Stuart is, only less advanced. It is
no ‘time wasted’ for a kid to attend
an anti-vivisection demo or go to
the ‘Green Gathering’. Graffiti about
peace is about anarchism; animal

liberation is human liberation.
Andrew




must resist that distortion, It is a
political trial where there are very
clearly opponents that envision and
defend completely different world
views, We can look at how freedom-
fighters were treated elsewhere and
use that here, But do we realise that
we face a completely new set of
conditions. Canada has had little

Leiston in Suffolk is best known as the home of A.S. Summerhill

School. It will soon become better known as the nearest village

to Sizewell Power Station by the sea. Sizewell is a hamlet of a

few cottages, a pub, coastguard lookout and fishermens huts.
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Video, Surrey.
attempted arson of Red Hot Video,

Port Coquitlam.

This trial is due to start some-
time around January 1984, A new
jury will be selected for each of the
trials. Any decision on the pre-trial
motions will likely hold from the
first trial,

ree
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On September 6th, 1983 begins the |
first of a series of political trials

dealing specifically with issues of
enviromental protection, women'’s

liberation, nuclear proliferation,
civil rights and militant resistance.

People who work within movements

involved in each of those issues will
be involved with the ongoing work
around the trials, and all of us will
obviously be affected by the out-
comes. Because of the sheer scope
of the issues involved, the relevance
of the trials to everyone cannot be
easily imparted. For many people,
even those of us already involved in
political work, it is a new experience
to be dealing with the law, courts
and prisons firsthand.

But we must also see that in other
countries, even other cities and
other political movements, the
necessity of dealing with court
trials and imprisonment has become
a common ingredient of all political
work. In America, the Black, Native
Indian, Chicano, and Puerto-Rican
communities have fought long
against the repression and imprison-
ment of their peoples. Even the
labour movement now owes its
strength to the history of the work-
ers who confronted the power and
law of the State head-on. For years
throughout Europe and the US,
radical activists have experienced
arrests and trials as a result of pro-
tests against Western imperialism
and militarism. Throughout the

Third World, armies and death
squads act against popular resistance
movements. In Quebec, the FLQ

experience taught many the aware-
ness of the police and courts as
enforcers of government and cor-
porate policies.

Virtually every nation of the
world has its share of political
prisoners and murdered activists.
And everyone throughout those
nations whose lives have been touch-
ed by such struggles for freedom
and justice have learned that power
and force is used by the State yet it
Is called LAW. And then we are
told there is a confrontation bet-
ween the LAW and terrorism. So
now we reach a situation where
protest and resistance is labelled
terrorism, the greatest emotive label
to cripple protest and support ever
invented by the international gov-
ernment agencies,

This all goes to attempt to explain
the situation of the trials of the
Vancouver 5. We have seen that the
police attempt to prcpagandize the
case as Law v. terrorism yet we

experience with political trials of
this nature, with the FLQ trials of a
decade ago being the only exception,
But to judge from the history of
international protest movements,
political arrests and trials in Canada
will probably continue and become
a more constant part of the fabric
of our work.

Symbolically, the relevance of
the case iIs in the demonstration of
our strength in showing that we do
not hold as legitimate the power
(legally sanctioned) that institut-
lons, governments, corporations,
police, courts etc. have over our
lives. The relevance of the daily
details of the trials is in how we
manage to expose the corruption of

the police.... the destructiveness of
BC Hydro and industrialisation....
the violent danger of Red Hot
Video....the terrorism of Litton.
Every effort must and will be done
to put these operations on trial for
their crimes against humanity.
Every day though, we will face the
reality that the State has these five
activists on trial and their safety
and future is of immediate concern
to all of us and must be dealt with.
People want this case to be made
simple so they can understand it
but that cannot be done. It is a
complicated, expansive issue that
people will have to grapple with
from their own perspective, making
their effort to understand and
incorporate many different app-
roaches and effects that this trial
manifests.

1st trial

12 COUNTS

conspiracy to rob a Brinks armoured
car.

possession of restricted weapons.

3 counts of vehicle theft.

4 counts of possession of stolen
property (communication equip-
ment, guns, vehicles).

possession of explosives.

breaking and entering.

The first of four trials in BC
begins September 6th. For that
first week to 10 days, defence
counsel will be making a number of
pre-trial submissions dealing prim-
arily with the defendants’ right to a
fair trial and the likelihood of get-
ting that considering the general
media hysteria so far. The impro-
priety of the RCMP giving a press
tonference on January 21st after
the ban on publication of evidence
will be discussed. The entire series
of prejudicial press coverage will be
documented.

In a courtroom, the only hope
for any impartiality toward the
accused always rests with the jury.
The 12 jurors will be the only ones
with the power and openness to
judge from an overall human pers-
pective. The jury selection process
will likely begin during the second
week, September 12th, and it is
difficult to say how many dsays it
will last,

Then begins the ‘voir dire’, most
likely a lengthy six week process in
which the judge alone will deter-
mine whether or not the evidence is
admissible. The trial proper (with
witnesses, evidence etc.) looks to
be starting sometime in October
and continuing into January.

4 This trial is extremely important

because it sets the tone for the
following trials, in both atmosphere
and sentencing. The prosecution
has lumped all the more ‘criminal’

charges into this first barrage in
an unsuccessful attempt to depoiliti-
cize the trial and the defendants.

2nd trial

3 COUNTS

arson/firebombing of Red Hot
Video, North Vancouver.

arson/firebombing of Red Hot

Because of the nature of these
charges, the ground opens up for a
strong presentation against porno-
graphy and Red Hot Video, A large
portion of the trial will operate
with a political defense....to ‘Put

Red Hot Video on trial’. Feminist
researchers and sociologists will be
called to testify on the relationship
between pornography and violence
against women and children. Women
from the local anti-pornography
movement will testify on the strug-
gle to educate people and to shut
down those sellers of hatred and
enslavement. Many precedents will
be set by this trial.

3rd trial

5 COUNTS

sabotage of BC Hydro Dunsmuir
substation,

possession of explosives with intent
to cause damage to property.

conspiricy to damage BC Hydro
substations.

conspiricy to damage Terry Fox

Icebreaker (Gulf Qil ship to

explore/exploit oil in Northern

seas).
conspiricy to sabotage aircraft/
equipment at Canadian Forces

Base, Cold Lake, Alb. (site of

Cruise Missile testing).

A very tentative date for this
trial is March-April of 1984. Again
this will be a very political trial
with BC Hydro, industrialization,
and the nuclear arms race on trial
for their crimes conspired and
committed against the land and
the people! There will be evidence
brought to light about the details of
how an energy corporation with
international associations operates
and affects all it touches. Testimony
from enviromental activists will
show the history of the opposition
particularly to the Cheekye-Duns-
muir project which would ultimately
see a nuclear power facility on
Vancouver Island.

4th trial
robbery of |IGA.

The $ 50,000 robbery of a Van-
couver IGA in February 1982 has
been laid on 3 of the 5 defendants.
The trial should be brief,

litton

4 COUNTS

placing of explosive with intent to
damage property of Litton Ind.

causing explosion (likely to cause
serious bodily harm to persons).

conspiricy to damage property of

Litton Systems.
possession of explosives with intent

to damage property.

After all 4 trials in BC are com-
plete, the 5 will be taken to Toronto
and tried for the Litton bombing.
Perhaps it will be late spring, early
summer by that time and the pre-
liminary hearing and trial could
last several months. The prosecu-
tion is stonewalling requests to have
evidence-to-date disclosed to the
defense lawyers. As each of the
previous trials unfolds, light will be
shed on how to proceed with the
Toronto charges.

to contribute support:

Write /letters to any of the five
incarcerated: Julie Belmas, Ann
Hansen, Gerry Hannah, Doug
Stewart, Brent Taylor at: QOakalla
Prison, Drawer ‘0’, Burnaby BC
V5H 3N4.

Financial contributions to the def-
ence work: Free the Vancouver five
Defense Group, Account # 91740-1
c/o CCEC Credit Union, 205 E. 6th
Ave., Vancouver, BC V5T 1J7.

Any other ideas/info to share, con-
tact us at: Free the Vancouver Five
Defense Group, PO Box 48296,
Bentall Station, Vancouver, BC
V77X 1A1.

(from Free the five newsletter no. 6)
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Four of us arrived by
looking as if we might have been an
offshoot of the Peace Convoy. We
were alone. On arrival at Sizewell
we found the carpark blocked-off,
concrete Dlocks placed to prevent
any beach occupation and the tiny
community in fear and trembling of
a host of large buses and trucks
squatting their deadend road. This
had happened the year before, so
that now the police put a cordon
across the road and effectively
turned away people who trusted
them when-they said the ‘gathering’
had been called off! We arrived later
to find no police and no organizers
of the weekend long picket at the
power station.

Saturday morning we returned
after sleeping in a layby and set up
our information and book stall on
the pavement leading to the beach.
People trickled in and we finished
as the ‘Sizewell 17 when we all
expected to find 17 hundred or
even 1/ thousand! However the
outcome was a group which got to
Know each other. A vigil outside
the entrance to the power station.
Posters made and a counter exhibit-
ion displayed outside the CEGB’s
own exhibition centre; and lots of
discussions with local people. We
pitched our tents on the sandhills,
contrary to by-laws and our Book
stall contrary to the local MP’
pleasure.

The power station loomed above
only a quarter mile away reaching
down to the beach. Two platforms
offshore provided the water intake
and outflow for cooling purposes.
A barbed-wire fence staked out the
space for Sizewell ‘B’, next to Size-
well ‘A’, almost a mile along the
beach. There must be little hesit-
ation that the public inquiry will
stop the nuclear power industry?
(Part of the nuclear war industry!)

Constant humming from the
power station and irregular ‘shrieks’
as the crane or gantry moved around
disturbed the air along the beach.
Ironically, as | was told by the
retired coastguard and fisherman
Josh, the last house to getelectricity

Picture taken from Undercurrents
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was the nearest house to the power
station. More importantly he
mentioned Deing quizzed by a2
CEGB consultant as to tides. Here
it flows North to South. The plat-
forms controlling the water cooling
are built with the outflov’ nearest

the shore — literally only about
fifty vyards out from the beach.
Having swum Iin the sea, South-

wards, drifting scum and warm sea
water all around us, we can place
this on record as having no after
effects! Ho ho. We may know in
twenty vyears. But this is the least
worry when we know that workers
in power plants of a nuclear kind
do suffer cancers and leukemia.
And what of the waste? This gigantic
structure seems typical of twentieth
century architecture being a rect-
angular box as alien to the seashore
landscape as the Snape Malting’s
old Brewery is to the marshy inlets
further down the coast. However
Snape Maltings has a human
dimension and has courtyards and
warehouses which leave room for
the individual man or woman to
work in rooms with a human touch.
There are even three-storey cottages
built into the original structure.
Horses carried the grains. Barges
also tied up alongside the Maltings.
Such power stations destroy natural
habitats of wildlife and pollute the
surrounding country. It is question-
able whether such centralised giants

are needed. Minsmere Nature
Reserve attracts many walkers to

the north, whilst to the south is
Benjamin Britten country. Ipswich
is the nearest large town. Orfordness
another secretive Dbit of coastline
where power station or Misistry of
Defence establishments exist?

Attend the public inquiry for a
day at Snape Maltings this autumn;
picket the power plant and enjoy
the coastline walk. Sizewell ‘B* will
become another link in the nuclear
missile chain. We can begin to chall-
enge the public apathy. Interestingly
among the seventeen on the beach
at Sizewell, five declared themselves
to be anarchists.

Dennis Gould




INSIDE OUTSIDER

Inside Qutsider by Tony Gould
(Chatto & Windus/Hogarth Press
£12.50).

This book on “The Life and Times
of Colin Maclnnes’ raises two quest-
ions — whether Maclinnes is worth

a biography, and whether this
biography is worthy of him.

Colin Macinnes (1914-1976) was
a highly individual writer who
was briefly prominent two decades
ago. For thirty vyears after the
Second World War he made a
precarious living from good free-
lance journalism — reviews, reports,
broadcasts, essays — but from the
late 1950s to the late 1960s he won
a particular reputation as a well-
informed interpreter of the new
culture of vyouth, pop, blacks,
drugs, sex, and so on. Similarly,
during the same period he wrote
much minor fiction, but between
1957 and 1960 he produced three
picaresque novels which brought
the same culture vividly to life.

The first question 1S whether
his work has permanent impor-
tance. Very little journalism is
worth re-reading, let alone re-
printing, and many of the items in
the collections of Maclnnes’s jour-
nalism England, Half English
(1961) and Out of the Way (1979)
— have already dated, though many
still stand as documents of their
time, and some have lasting value.
Similarly, his novels are beginning
to disappear into oblivion, though
the London trilogy City of
Spades (1957), Absolute Beginners
(1959), and Mr Love and Justice
(1960) — still lives. He may be

|
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seen as a sort of George Orwell
who hadn't written Homage to
Catalonia or Animal Farm or
Nineteen Eighty-Four, and it may
be asked whether his work de-
serves a whole book,

In the same way his life, though
as highly individual as his work,
is hardly interesting enough for a
whole book either, since he never
did anything really important.
Tony Gould, who is the literary
editor of New Society, has recog-
nised the problem, and has att-
empted to turn his semi-official
biography Iinto a study of the
times as well as the life and work
of his subject, but the second
question 1S whether he has succ-
eeded.

He has certainly collected a great
deal of information by wide reading
and interviewing. Maclnnes had
a remarkable family — indeed a
family tree would have been
helpful — and in some ways he was
overwhelmed by his social and
cultural heritage. Gould rightly
spends much time and space on
this, though he doesn't mention
what Maclnnes often emphasised
that he was completely un-
English, all his ancestors being
Scottish, Irish or Welsh, and that
he made this the basis of his proud
position as the ‘inside outsider’
of the book’s title.

His childhood was disrupted
when his mother (the romantic
novelist Angela Thirkell) left his
father, who was an alcoholic and
a homosexual, and went to Aust-
ralia with a new husband; and his

"position

adolescence was disrupted when
his mother left his stepfather and
came back to England., Maclnnes
lived in Australia from the age of
five to sixteen, which made him
even more of a misfit, and he
always kept a slight Australian
accent, Back in England, he didn't
go to university, but first went
into business in Belgium and then
became an art student in London,
During the Second World War
he served in the army, ending
as a sergeant in the Intelligence
Corps in Germany — an experience
described in his first novel, 7o
the Victors the Spoils (1950).

So far, so fairly good; but
Inside Qutsider begins to falter
when Maclinnes began to work
as a journalist in 1946. The trouble
Is that biographies of most writers
lose interest when they begin to
turn their experience into their
work, and that not only iIs journa-
lism an uninteresting form of
writing but Maclinnes lived a
rather uninteresting life. Gould
does his best to strike a balance
between the life and work, but
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the result won’t make much sense | t© be another biography, and this

to readers who aren’t already fam-
iliar with his writing. Gould fills in
the background to his special
his bohemian style,
his growing alcoholism and homo-
sexuality, his mixing with Dblacks
and drop-outs — but he fails to
show the special qualities of his
work or the significance of his

career.
One of the most irritating defects

of the book is the absence of a bibli-
ography, even of Maclnnes’s own
writings. One of the most interesting
things in the book is Gould’s
account of three unfinished and
unpublished novels — Fancy Free,
an explicit sex fantasy; Angus Bard,
a painful fictionalisation of his
parents’ life; and Children of Eve, a
political fantasy involving anarchists
stealing one of the Parthenon
marbles from the British Museum.
The manuscripts survive at the
University of Rochester, NY, and
it would be good to see them in

print — especially the latter, which
IS dedicated to Colin Ward.

Maclnnes wasn’t spoilt by succ-
ess as most people are, but he did
go Into a decline during his fif-
ties. He quarrelled with most of
his friends, he produced worse
work for better money, he drank
and smoked too much. But he
remained a generous acquaintance
and stimulating companion to the
end, and he wrote good journa-
lism beyond the end, his last
articles appearing after his death
from cancer. There won’t have

one is probably as good as could
be expected, but it is a disappoint-
ing book for anyone who knew
and liked Maclnnes,

This will be especially true
for anarchists. Maclnnes was a
sort of anarchist all his adult
life, and was a busy and useful
fellow-traveller with the anarchist
movement during the 1960s. In
my obituary of him | wrote:
‘Colin Maclnnes probably did more
than any other writer in this coun-
try outside the formal anarchist
movement to turn the general
libertarian revival into a specific-
ally anarchist direction during the
early 1960s" (FREEDOM, 15 May
1976). Gould quotes this in a
chapter called ‘Anarchist Sympath-
iser’, but only a couple of pages
are given to his actual involve-
ment in anarchist activity and
propaganda, and there is no proper
assessment of his political views.
The same is true of his later in-
volvement in the Black liberation
and gay liberation movements,
and the result is that the book
falls apart towards the end, rather
as Maclinnes himself did.

So the answers to the two
questions are rather negative. This
IS a pity, because Maclnnes should
not be forgotten, but he shouldn’t
be remembered by this book.
Never mind; he always liked to
come and go as he pleased, and
Inside Qutsider may be an app-
ropriate farewell.,

NW

Sri Lanka

| would like to present a clearer
analysis about the Sri Lankan crisis
than | have yet seen presented in
the media. My authority rests on
two years (1962-64) residence there
as a Colombo Plan Scholar, in
which time | learnt enough Sinhal-
ese 1o get by in the villages, many
of which | visited and stayed in. |

found myself, as an ex-soldier and
anarchist, giving advice to the occa-
sional passing revolutionary, and
was eventually foolish enough to
commit it to paper in the form of
a twenty-page treatise on raising a
revolutionary army. For this ridicu-
lous slip | was deported to the UK
in November 1964, and rightly so.

The parallel between the situation
then and now in Sri Lanka and the
Anglo-Irish war in Northern Eire is
beguiling. There is a culturally and
religiously wunassimilable minority
at the north of the island unable
and unwilling to retreat to the
mainland. In both cases women
prime ministers are being dragged
electorally, if not by |nclination,
into protecting this minority by
diplomatic and probably economic
means. Force of arms is now also
being used in Northern Eire and if
it were not for the extreme reluct-
ance of any Asian prime minister to
engage in such expensive and un-
ethical adventurings the same situ-
ation could well develop in Sri
Lanka., “Them as lives longest’l|
see the most” as my old dad used
to say.

| put the problem in this perspec-
tive to highlight its fundamentally
intractable nature. This nature is

well attested throughout history,
and there are no instant solutions.
When men persist in fighting one
another for whatever cause, there
are only three possible solutions for
bystanders sufficiently powerful to
entertain any realistic thought of
solutions. ignore it as in lrag v
Iran, or in Eritrea; join in on one

side or the other, as the Protestant
English have sided with the Protes-
tant Irish in Northern Eire; push in
between the antagonists and com-
mence pouring concrete, as in
Korea and Berlin, with or without
the say-so of the antagonists.

Of course the anarchists offer
their own unique solution of re-
structuring society so that the
antagonisms mentioned do not
begin to arise, Such a solution is
currently regarded by all states as
being a cure so bad that it kills the
patient as well as the disease.

Removing our gaze, however
wistfully, from perfectly feasible
utopian solutions, we are left to
concentrate upon the also-ran type
outlined above. Since indifference
or intervention will clearly lead to
bloodbaths only differentiated by
the tecniques of filling the bath, ie,

knives and rocks versus phosphorus
bombs and napalm, we arrive at
what Aristotle was pleased to call
‘the form of execution’. What is left
IS what must be if a late twentieth-
century holocaust is not to take
place around Jaffna: partition.
Please, please, do not take sides.
This 1s not melodrama, the conflict
of right with wrong. This is tragedy,
the conflict of right with right. The
recent and early incursion of Tamils
into Sri Lanka over a strait one
could swim across is as natural and
inevitable an historical process as
that of the white man into the
Americas and into Australia, the
Belgae into Britain and the ancient
Chinese into Japan. Like birth, it
will not be stopped, but it can be
made a damn sight less painful and
dangerous if its unstable side-effects
are understood and controlled by
able and sympathetic bystanders.
Concrete walls, whether between
countries or set around parks, are
no more eternal than the sun. They
weather, crumble, become a haven
for flowers and children and event-
ually turn into an acceptable, even
loved, part of the surrounding land-
scape,
Trevor M. Artingsoll
Nederland



GO PARISTAN
SURUIE?

Can Pakistan Survive? Tariq Ali
Penguin £2.95, 237 pp pb.

Penguin must be quite gratified by
the current disturbances. Here they
are with a new book by a well
known, if not nortorious, media
figure who is conveniently a Pakis-
tani marxist. Ali summarises the
history and prospects of the Pakis-
tani state from its origins in the
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Muslim League, a section of the |

anti- British movement before

independence,

The new state was a mess from
the beginning in 1947. Millions
died in the chaos of partition. When
things settled down a bit, India had
a fairly stable political system. All
Pakistan had was its theological
justification. (‘Pak’ means pure)

|

Its very shape was a mess. The
borders, typically, divided people
with the same language and ethnic
background. They were simply
based on what the British could
conveniently administer. In the
west the Baluch straddle across into
iran and the Pathens into Afganis-
tan. These arbitary lines have been
a source of trouble ever since, In
the north, Kashmir has been a
constant problem. The Indian
border has seen three major wars.
And East Pakistan was separated by
a thousand miles. The government
was completely dominated by
Punjabis and based on the old,
colonial, civil service and the army.
This state of affairs stumbled along
for a decade. Then the army took
over completely under the first of
the singularly charmless (even by
the usual run of military dictators)
generals that Pakistan has managed
to produce, Ayub. Resentment
against the regime was focussed
around ineffectual populists, Bhutto
in the west and Mujibir Rehman in
the east. There was a small left wing,
but their effectiveness can be gauged
from Ali’s throwaway comment, ‘In
both parts of the country the old
left had failed to make even the
correct promises’.

In 1969 Yahya Khan replaced
Ayub. The new incumbant reached
unsurpassed levels of brutality and
precipitated the secession of
Desh and a war with India. To cope
with the embarrasment of the
defeat and the general unresy, the
army called on Bhutto to act as
front, a civilian as ‘Chief Martial
Law Administrator’. He set up a
facade of reform, which still, incred-
Ibly, maintains his following among
the credulous. His ‘martyrdom’
when the army got fed up with him
also helps. Top general since 1977
has been Zia ul Hag, who has em-

phasised Islam.
This historical background forms

the bulk of the book. Ali writes it
clearly enough and generally avoids

there i1s probably too much detail
and too much assumed background,
for the general reader. Much more
useful is the final chapter, ‘Geopoli-
tics and the super powers’, In these
36 pages, Ali examines external
influences on the stability of the
Pakistani state. Since independence,
India, obviously the major power In
the region, has maintained a caut-
ious foreign policy which 1t calls
‘positive neutralism’. Stung by
paranoia and an inferiority complex,
Pakistan has been much more rest-
rained, From the beginning, it was
a 'bastion of the free world against
communism’., This policy was
conducted with enthusiastic involve-
ment in SEATO and the Baghdad
Pact. The role of the army has been
continually reinforced by American
weapons to protect against ‘external
enemies’ (like the Baluch). Islam-
abad was very upset by the Carter
regime’s policies on ‘human Rights’,
which insisted on less overt oppres-
sion before delivery of the goodies.

Then, Allah intervened on behalf
of the Pure. The USA was feeling
dazed. Despite being The Good
Guys, they had ‘lost” Vietnam and
Nicaragua. More importantly, Iran,
their major base in the region had
collapsed in chaos and Islamic fund-
amentalism. There was the Soviet
intervention in Afganistan. Coupled
with the change of administration
in Washington, the results were
predictable. Once again, arms flowed
into Pakistan. The US top military
IS quite open, they want bases for
the Rapid Deployment Force, for
example a naval base at Gwadur
(more imposition on the long

suffering Baluch) or Karachi. There |

is talk of resurrecting the old elec-
tronic surveillance centre at Badaber
(near Peshawar). There is another
line of argument, In Washington
and in the Pakistani civil service,
which suggests the possibility of
some sensible agreement with India.
However, the overall effect of the

Reagan administration’s policies has

lapsing Into marxism. However,L been to strengthen the reactionaries,

Some of the truest anarchists have
shunned even the label, because it is
limiting and unnecessary. Bunuel
never had to go shouting from the
rooftops that he was an anarchist
because everything he did was
‘anarchic’, and so it is with B.
Traven, Hubert Selby, and many
other well known people. None of
these have been so overlooked and
misunderstood as the writer Henry
Miller. In the 1930', when he.was
writing books which make modern
permissiveness look like something
out of the Ladybird series, he was
heralded as the King of Smut, a
reputation which clung to him all
his life, even though of the fifty
books he eventually wrote only a
small handful contain any sexual
reference; later he was accused of
being sexist, although he had been
championed from the beginning by
one of the first feminist writers,
Anais Nin, and himself had written
many articles advocating total lib-
eration of women, articles which
make many of the left-wing femi-
nists seem cautious and none too
eager.

Miller was born in New York in
1891. There, in his own words, he
aquired ‘the typical American gang-
ster spirit’. He left City College
‘disgusted with the atmosphere of
the place’ and became a clerk with
a cement company. Two vyears
later his father (a Brooklyn tailor)
gave him the money to go to Cornell
University, but he spent it on his
lover instead, then left her to be-
come a ranch hand. On his way to a
whorehouse near San Francisco, he
saw a poster advertising a lecture

being given that night by Emma
Goldman, and after hearing that he
began to think seriously about
writing. He went back to New York
where he took umpteen jobs In
between bouts of sponging and
panhandling and finally left for
Paris (with a dollar in his pocket) in
1930.

Two years later, after more spon-
ging and sleeping on people’s floors,
he wrote Tropic of Cancer, and
never stopped writing until his
death in 1980. He started earning
money from his writing, which was
systematically banned around the
world for twenty years, in the early
1960°s. He never compromised,
writing always from passion and
exhileration, believing that ‘what is
not in the open street is false, der-
ived, that is to say, /iterature’.

There followed several passages

from some of his more °‘political’
articles. These are quoted to show
his commitment to a better world,
as well as his fury at the stupidities
of the present one. Begin with
Miller on writing:
Most of our literature is like the
textbook, everything takes place on
an arid plateau of intellectuality.
Ninety-nine per cent of what is
written — and this goes for all our
art products — should be destroyed.
| want to be read by less and less
people; | have no interest in the
life of the masses, nor in the intent-
jons of the existing governments of
the world. | hope and believe that
the whole civilised world will be
wiped out in the next hundred
years or so. | believe that man can
exist, and in an infinitely better,
larger way, without ‘civilisation’,
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in terms of

who think entirely
solving problems by repression and
purges. And Pakistan is developing
nuclear weapons,

None of this power politics does
anything for the Pakistani people,
The place is still a mess. It is still
dominated by Punjabis (the current
upset is mainly in Sind. It has little
chance of achieving anything unless
it spreads). The economy Is non-
existent and run on behalf of land
lords. It
sent from emigrees, for example in
Britain. In fact the major export is
cheap labour. (In the early 1970 it
was reported that 10,000 women
had been sent to the Gulf states by
the United Bank, to work as prosti
tutes). Even the much trumpeted
Islamicisation is a failure, there are
more Moslems in India | And while
the Zia regime hides behind its veil,
and operates through the Jamaat-i-
Islami, which can most easily be
described as fascist, all the prestige
goes next door, where the good
Ayatollah dismisses Islamabad as a
load of hypocrites.

And if all these contradictions
become uncontrollable, the oppres-
sion just doesn’'t work any more
and the Pakistani state really does
die? Ali 1s anti-nationalist, ‘A volun-
tary Federation of South Asian
Republics must remain the goal not
only of socialists, but also of demo-
créts, who should no<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>