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■ BOOKS FROM FREEDOM BOOKSHOP

Please add postage 
marked • are publ

at 81.60 (US) and- plus postage — 
82.00 (Canada).

(£1.30).
■ FUNDS

Lessons of the Spanish Revolution by 
Vernon Richards. Third edition of stand-

back £2 (50p).

ofHousing: An Anarchist Approach by 
Colin Ward. New edition of standard

articles on Labour Party 
Unions. Paperback £1 (45p).

Zone C

A MISCELLANY
•The Ecology of Freedom by Murray

■ DEADLINES ■ WILDCAT

9

IlliLL

be

uco

Gift
FA.

Monash Anarchist Society c/o Monash 
University, Clayton, 3168 Melbourne.

Resource Centre, 215 Victoria Parade, 
Collingwood, Victoria.

Wlntergreen/Ar, PO Box 1294, Kitchen­
er, Ontario, N2G 4G8.

Shelley on Love, an anthology edited by 
Richard Holmes (247pp ppr) £335 (65p). 
The Mask of Anarchy by Percy Bysshe 
Shelley (16pp ppr) 60p (21 p).
An Address to the Irish People by Percy 
Bysshe Shelley (70pp ppr) 75p (27p).

Libertarian Workers for a Self-managed 
Society, PO Box 20, Parkville 3052.

FEDEAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 
Graswurzel (Grass Roots) c/o W Hertle, 
Grozerschlppsee 28, 21 Hamburg 90

Printed and Typeset by 
Aidgate Press

84b Whitechapel High St., 
01-247-3015

POLAND 
Plotrek Betlejewski, age 22, Ulpolnana
30/37, 09 402, Plock Poland.

Libertarian Socialist Organisation, PO 
Box 268, Mount Gravatt, Central 4122. 
Self-management Organisation, PO Box 
332, North Quay.

Union Anarchlste, 9 Rue de I’Ange, 
63000 Clermont Feraand.

Black Flag Quarterly (40pp ppr) 75p 
(27p).

Syndikalist Forum, Tenstlernas Gata 51, 
11631 Stockholm.

AUSTRALIA
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 
Research and Resources Centre for Lib­
ertarian Politics and Alternative Life­
styles, 7/355 Northmore Ave, Lyneham, 
ACT 2602

FREEDOM
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

ARIZONA 
Malicious Hooligans (anti-nuclear) 1110
W 2nd St, Tempe, AZ 85281.

VICTORIA
Journal of Libertarian Politics and Alter­
native Life-styles, 51 Ormond Road.

FRANCE 
Federation Anarchiste Francaise, 145 
Rue Amelot, 75011 Paris.

HOLLAND
De Vrlje, Postbus 486, 2000AL Haarlem,
Holland, tel: 023 273892.

Open Road, Box 6135, Station G Van- 
couver BC

DEFICIT FUND 
Contributions received: September 29th 
— October 12th Incl.

Ubertad Vertag Berlin, Jochan Schmuck 
Postfach 440 227, D-1000 Berlin 44.

Housemans International Peace Diary 
1984 (with an International Directory of 
Peace Organisations) £2.50 (30p). 
Walt Whitman Anarchist Calender 15p 
(13p).

Schwarzer Gockler (Black Cockerel) c/o 
A Muller, Postfach 4528, 7500 Karlsruhe

SPITSBERGEN
Stephen W Holland, age 27, 2 Glygar- 
dynza Creke, The Mining Community 
Huts, NY Alesund, Spitsbergen, Svalbard 
A Arctic Ocean Isle.

QUEENSLAND
Black and Red Bookshop, SA Browning 
St, West End, Queensland 4000 Tel 07 
(447984)

Distributed to Bookshops by 
A Distribution

c/o 84b Whitechapel High St. 
London E1

AUSTRIA 
Liberte, Postfach 86, 1033 Wien.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
PO Box 126 Norwood, Sa 5067

Redfern Black Rose Anarchist Book­
shop, 36 Botany Rd, Redfern NSW 2015

NEW ZEALAND 
Blackmail, Box 13165, Christchurch

Schwarzer Faden (Black Thread) Obere 
Welbermarktstr 3, 7410 Reutlingen, tel: 
07121/370494.

I will sacrifice the lives of 
thousands, including my 
own lite, to achieve freedom

PREMISES/OVERHEADS FUND 
Contributions received: September 29th 
— October 12th Incl.

•The International Directory of Little 
Magazines and Small Press (19th Edition 
1983-1984) Edited by Len Futton & 
Ellen Ferber (581 pp ppr) £11.95 (£2). 
•Revolution In Seattle A memoir by 
Harvey O'Conor (300pp ppr) £5 (95p). 
BARGAIN BASEMENT

William Morris & Walter Crane: An 
Earthly Paradise Calender (large format 
14pp ppr illustr.) £1.20 (40p).
DISTRIBUTED BY FREEDOM BOOK­
SHOP

MONTREAL
Chaos, c/o R Yves Breton, CP 95 5/N 
Place d’Armes, Montreal, Quebec, H2Y 
3E9.

Dunedin Anarchists, Box 6227, Dunedin 
New Zealand
PO Box 876, Auckland 
PO Box 13165, Christchurch

Emma Goldman — Una Mujer ex la 
tormenta del siglo by Jose Peirats (in 
Spanish) (312pp ppr) £225 (60p). 
The People's Land: Eskimos and Whites 
In the Eastern Arctic by Hugh Brody 
(240pp ppr) £255 (45p).
George Orwell: A Life by Bernard Crick 
(656pp ppr) £2.95 (95p).
THE ANARCHISTS IN LONDON 
The International Anarchist Movement 
in Late Victorian London by Hermia 
Oliver (176pp cloth) £1335 (65p).
The Slow Burning Fuse: The lost history 
of the British Anarchists by John Quail 
(350pp ppr) £135 (60p).
The Anarchists in London 1935-1955 by 
Albert Meltzer (40pp ppr) £1.50 (40p). 
SHELLEY

PUBLISHED BY FREEDOM PRESS 
We can give full trade terms - plus 
postage — on these titles:-

Bookchin (385pp paper) £6.95 (95p). 
•The Man versus the State by Herbert 
Spencer (531 pp paper) £6 (£2). 
•Situationist International Anthology 
Edited by Ken Knabb (406pp ppr) £6

Treason, Box 37, Brunswick East, Vict­
oria 3057

The Night Visitor and Other Stories by 
B Traver (235pp cloth) £735 (65p). 
•The People's History of the United 
States by Howard Zinn (614pp ppr) 
£6 (95p).
•Anarchism and the Mexican Working 
Class 1860-1931 by John M Hart (cloth) 
£20 (95p).

Personal Record 1920-1972 by Gerald 
Brenan (381 pp cloth) £235 (£1.30). 
The Child in the City by Colin Ward 
(221 pp cloth) £3 (£1.30).
PAMPHLETS AND JOURNALS

CALIFORNIA
Autonomea.PO Box 1751, San Francisco 
CA 94101
Bound Together Book Collective, 1901 
Hayes St, San Francisco, CA 9411 7, tel: 
(415) 668-2785

Otley, AAG, £2.50; In shop,anon. £1.35; 
Wolverhampton, JL, £3; Scarborough, 
JBF,£3; Argyll, AM, £5; New York USA, 
SD, £3.30; Cornwall, TCD, £5; Leicester, 
JC, £1; Hove, JL, £2.80; Rensselaer New 
York, PH, £2.43; Coventry, PF, 20p; 
Wolverhampton, JL, £3; Cambridge, 
ACW, 45p; Columbia Mo. USA, Columbia 
Anarchist League, £1.70.

TOTAL - £34.73 
Previously acknowledged » £792.20 

TOTAL TO DATE - £826.93 
TARGET FOR 1983 - £15001

£9.00 
£10.00 
£11.00 
£11.50 

25 dollars
28 dollars Can. 

£14.00

BELGIUM 
Revolutionair Anarchlstles kollektlf, c/o 
Zwart & Rood, PO Box 546, B-9000 
Gent Belgium.

MASSACHUSETTS
Emma Goldman Group, c/o Paul Hetz- 
necker, 883 Gay Road, Amherst Mass 
01002.

Open discussion meetings 
Organised by: ‘Wildcat’ Group, Direct 
Action Movement and Manchester Anar­
chists. Fortnightly at the ‘Town Hall 
Tavern’ (Basement Bar Room), Tlbb 
Lane, off Cross Lane, near the Town Hall, 
Manchester.
All meetings start at 7.45pm. 
Each discussion will have a 30 minute 
Introduction.
Wednesday 2nd November ‘The Labour 
Party — Rotten to the Core’
Wednesday 16th November ‘Workplace 
Organisation — What’s Wrong with the 
Trade Unions*
Wednesday 30th November ‘Pacifism — 
Principle, Tactic or Diversion?*
Wednesday 14th December ‘Everything 
you wanted to know about the Economic 
Crisis and its solution*
All welcome.

MINNESOTA
Soil of Liberty, Box 7056 Powderhorn 
Station, Minneapolis, Minn 55407.

FOR THE TURNING OF THE YEAR
Housemans Peace Diary 1984 (with a 
guide to the British Peace Movement) 
£2.50 (30p).

Central London Discussion Meetings 
Every Friday at 8pm prompt at tht 
Mary Ward Centre, 42 Queens Square 
WC1.
Oct 21: Philip Sansom on 
Anarcho-Syndicalism — Is there an Alter 
native?
Oct 28: Alan Albon on 
Anarchism & Agriculture. 
Nov 4: Stuart Black on 
Power & Social Structure. 
Nov 11: Ian Cameron on 
Brittan, Prisons and Parole. 
Nov 1 8: Larry Kenig on 
Anarchism & Personal Growth. 
Nov 25th Ken Weller on 
Radicalism & Parasitism on the Rates. 
Dec 2: Clifford Harper on 
Art & Anarchism.

Inland 
Surface 
Europe All-up 
Zone A 
Zone B

Monte Verlta, Naustlftgasse 33, 1070 
Wien.

. MISSOURI
Columbia Anarchist League, PO Box 
360, Columbia, Missouri 6520f.

La Trobe Libertarian Socialists, c/o 
La Trobe University, Bundoora, Victoria 
3083

SWEDEN
Magazine ‘April*, Box 15015, 104 65
Stockholm Sweden.

USA
North American Anarchist Network, 
(NAAN), PO Box 7033, Boulder, Color­
ado 80306, — sample Issue Cl

Nya Bokcafeet, Box 15015, 104 65 
Stockholm.
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No idea comrade. I myself wa$ 
always totally fictitious. z_

WASHINGTON 
Left Bank Publishing Project Box B
92, Pike St, Seattle, WA 96101.

FREEDOM BOOKSHOP 
and

FREEDOM EDITORIAL 
COLLECTIVE 

are both at
84B WHITECHAPEL HIGH ST 

LONDON E1. 
Phone 01-247-9249

CONNECTICUT
Wesleyan University Eco-Anarchlsts,
Hermes, Box HH, Wesleyan University, 
Middletown CT 08457.

Libertarian Anarchist Coffeehouse, 
meets last Sunday each month at Cafe 
Commons, 3161 Mission St, San Fran­
cisco.

Everything 
anrcho-feminlst 
Holme Building, 
Sydney, NSW

Reading, JM, £20; St Albans, JC, £1 
Otley, AAG, £2.50; In shop,anon. £2.30; 
Wolverhampton, JL, £1.50; JKW, 50p; 
Scarborough, JBF, £3; New Zealand, 
LAG, 50p; Vancouver, Canada, JD, £4; 
Poole, IM, £3; Bicester, KM, £1; Poole, 
LJB, 41p; Manchester, DP, £1; Hove, JL, 
£2.50; Wakefield, DF, 20p; Wolverhamp­
ton, JL, £1 .50; JKW,50p;Saffron Walden 
MG, £1.55; Leeds, PS, £1.

TOTAL = £47.96 
Previously acknowledged = £1154.68 

TOTAL TO DATE - £1202.64 
TARGET FOR 1983 - £20001 

Books: Windsor, Ontario,

Max Stirner's Egoiam by John P. Clark. 
Critical study of individualist writer. 
Paperback £150 (39p).

FvfV'e,e 
Y°°

Protest without illusions by Vernon 
Richards. Collection of articles on nuclear 
disarmament. Paperback £1.95 (45p).

Syndlkallstlskt Forum (anarcho-syndical­
ist bookshop), Husargatan 5, 43302 
Gothenburg tel 031 13 25 04.
CANADA
Black Cat Press, 
monton, Alborta.

\

Collective (put out an 
magazine) Box 131 

Sydney University,

The Impossibilities of Social Democracy 
by Vernon Richards. Collection of 

and Trade

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
Freedom Collective and Libertarian 
Resource Centre can be reached through 
PO Box 203, Fremantle 6160.

Collectives in the Spanish Revolution by 
Gaston Leval, translated by Vernon 
Richards. Standard work. Hardback £6, 
paperback £4 (95p).

Dear Comrades, 
Tho London Anarchist Federation has 
decided to ask ALL Anarchist groups 
and individuals to meet together behind 
Temple Tube between lOam-llam. We 
would ask that you Ignore all side Issues, 
workshops, free gigs tec, etc, and stick 
together to maximise our effective pres­
ence.

Other Information about crash-pads, 
parties, etc, will be available from this 
main group.

Please pass this Information on to all 
the anarchists In your areas and any 
wandering lost souls you meet along the 
way. The message Is find the black flags 
and stick together, OK? 
Stu Black sec. LAF
LAF BOX F 84b Whitechapel High 
Street, London El.

Union des Travallleurs Communlstes 
Libertaires. Write to Editions *L* (with 
no other mention) BP 333, 75525 Paris

os JjJj rs Efi

NEW SOUTH WALES
Freedom, K153 Haymarket, Sydney
2000.

U9 es
I Illi Illi Illi

Daybreak Bookshop, PO Box 5425 
Dunedin.

NORWAY
Anorg, Hoxtvedtv, 31B, 1431 
(Publish Foikebladt 4 times a year.)

TASMANIA
Bill Graham, PO Box 70, Mowbray 
Heights, Launceston 7250, Tasmania

Malateste: Life and Ideas edited by 
Vernon Richards. Study and anthology 
of anarchist writer and agitator. Paper­

's 
Karl Yundt, what were the 
an ar this ts of I $0? really like 
__________ in fact ??

In Angel Alley, 84b Whitechapel High 
Street, London E1.
Please add postage as in brackets. Items 
marked • are published in the USA. N. 
American purchasers please convert £1

Journey through Utopia by Marie Louise 
Berneri. Classic study of utopian writers. 
Paperback £155 (60p).

IS

DENMARK 
Aarhus: Regnbuen Anarklst Bogcafe, 
MelJIgade 48, 8000 Aarhus.

NEW YORK
Libertarian Book Club, 
GPO New York NY 10012.

Social Revolutionary Anarchist Fed­
eration, PO Box 21071, Wsshlngton DC 
20009.

work, with postscript. Paperback £225 
(45p).

ard work, with new extra postscript. 
Paperback £255 (50p).

FREEDOM Collective would wel­
come any readers who wish to help 
fold and despatch the paper. The 
next issue will be sent out on Thurs­
day 3id November, starting at 
around 6pm. This is also a good 
time to come and meet the editors. 
FREEDOM also needs your written 
contributions and any graphics or 
photographs readers feel would be 
useful to us. Copy deadline for 
short items for the next issue is 
first post, Monday 31st October. 
Longer articles in by first post, 
Thursday 27th October.

OREGON
Portland Anarchist Center, 313 East
Burnside, Portland, Oregon 97205, 
USA.
TEXAS
Non-vlolent Anarchist Network PO Box
1385 Austin Texas 78767

Jura Books — an anarchist bookshop, 
417 King St, Newtown, NSW 2042.

(put out 
Box

Anarcho-syndicalism. History and Action 
Direct Action Movement (21 pp ppr) 30p 
(17p).

Writing on Anarcho-Syndicalism (18pp 
ppr) 30p (17p).
•Free the Five Newsletter. Nos 1-6 incl. 
Free (17p post) from the Vancouver 
Five Defense Group.
Illustrated catalogue available. Please 
send SAE 9" x 6" (21p> or 2 Inter- 
national reply coupons.
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ANARCHISTS
AND THE BOM

REVIEW
Golding

unilateralist leader — and was heavily 
defeated. Yet at the Annual Confer­
ence earlier this month a unilateralist 
resolution was again passed with a 
two-thirds majority, and at the 
same time a new unilateralist leader 
was elected. So on one hand it is 
easy to see why CND is tempted to 
put all its energy into the election 
of a Labour Government, but on 
the other hand it is hard to see what 
good this would do. Labour Govern­
ments since 1945 began the British 
Bomb in the first place and have 
retained and improved it ever since, 
whatever Labour Oppositions have 
said in the intervals; and it is now 
clear that one of the last actions 
of the Labour Government before 
its defeat in the 1979 General 
Election was in fact to support the 
NATO proposal to increase nuclear 
weapons in Western Europe!

In the same way we are concerned 
that CND is in danger of becoming 
an instrument of Russian foreign 
policy, just as it was twenty years 
ago. The proposed Nuclear Freeze 
would prevent future reinforce­
ments of the Anglo-American deter-

don, and a mass demonstration at 
Greenham Common involving the 
broadest possible participation (after 
the proposed women's demonstra­
tion there on 11 December).

So our answers to the two im­
portant questions about the demon­
stration on 22 October are that we 
are here because we support any 
serious protest against the growing 
threat of nuclear weapons, and in 
order to encourage our comrades in 
the movement to join the most 
radical forms of action which are 
likely to win mass support. We are 
particularly pleased that once again 
anarchists are playing a significant 
part in the nuclear disarmament 
movement, and that we are meeting 
so many old friends and making so 
many new ones. Let us all do what 
we can, but let us not expect too 
much too soon. As was always said 
about previous demonstrations in 
FREEDOM (and as is repeated in 
the title of Vernon Richards‘s book 
on the subject): protest, without 
illusions.

Anarchists have always opposed I jng an immediate Nuclear Freeze 
and resisted war, and we have op- and the rapid removeal of American 
posed and resisted nuclear weapons nuclear bases from Britain and des­
ever since they were first used — as truction of British nuclear weapons, 
may be seen from the editorial | But we don't agree with the many 
comment on Hiroshima in this

so necessary to arouse and persuade 
the silent majority. And we*welcome 
its support of illegal activities, 
especially the various demonstra­
tions of non-violent direct action •
during the past couple of years, 
which is such a pleasant contrast 
to the sectarian opposition twenty 
years ago. But we are unhappy 
about its increasing control of such 
activities, especially the recent 
decision to confine them to a sym­
bolic role and the current pressure 
to limit the scope of proposed 
demonstrations against Cruise. (We 
are also unhappy about the dogmatic 
separatism which has prevented 
mixed demonstrations at Greenham 
Common during the past couple of 
years, especially at this crucial stage 
when Cruise missiles are just about 
to be deployed there.)

We therefore support vigorous 
dissent in any way which seems 
appropriate against any move to 
support a narrow Nuclear Freeze, 
or the electoral interests of the 
Labour Party, or the strategic inter­
ests of the Soviet Union. And we 
support vigorous resistance in any

rent in Western Europe but leave 
the recent reinforcements of the 
Russian deterrent in Eastern Europe; 
the campaign against Cruise and 
Trident tends to ignore the SS-20; 
opposition to American imperialism 
tends to ignore Russian imperialism. 
It is true that Western militarism
— not just American, but British 
and South African and Israeli — is 
more adventurous and dangerous; 
but it is also true that Eastern 
militarism — not just Russian, but 
Chinese and Cuban and Vietnamese
— is more consistent and success­
ful, and is based on a much more 
oppressive political system. A plague 
on all their houses, we say; we are 
against all bombs and against all the 
states that make them.

Finally, we are concerned that 
CND is attempting to take over the 
whole anti-war movement (with the 
support of the National Peace 
Council). We welcome its function 
as an umbrella organisation, encour­
aging and coordinating various anti­
war activities, especially the quiet 
work of propaganda and argument

•* <*• v3
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way which seems appropriate to 
nuclear preparations of all kinds. 
We support the libertarian forms of 
organisations being developed with­
in the radical wing of the move­
ment, though we have a minor 
objection to the increasing misuse 
of the anarchist term affinity group 
to cover any collection of people at 
a demonstration, and we have a 
major objection to the increasing 
reluctance to take positive initiatives 
or to make definite proposals at 
demonstrations. We are encouraged 
by the relative success of the 'Stop 
the City' demonstration in London 
on 29 September, and we welcome 
further actions of this kind. We1 sup­
port the plans of the new Peace 
Anonymous group for a 'die-in' at 
the London Cenotaph following the 
official two-minute silence on Re­
membrance Sunday, 13 November. 
We support the plans now being 
widely discussed in the movement 
for a major programme of non­
violent direct action in December, 
involving local actions, a civil dis­
obedience demonstration in Lon-

WaT \
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The acceptable face of capitalism 
has let slip its mask to reveal just 
another ugly visage. The Tories 
batten down the hatches and hope 
it will all go away. The Labour Party 
rubs its collective hands together 
with ill concealed glee. Margaret 
Thatcher had the personable Mr 
Parkinson to front her party and 
even before his recent demise 
Labour's 'great white hope' Neil 
Kinnock was beginning to prove 
strong competition. Immediately 
after Labour's conference and Kin­
nock's election to the leadership 
the opinion polls showed the Tories 
losing some of their massiYe lead. 
Who knows what the next one will 
show.

Neil Kinnock is the personifi­
cation of the new, bright young 
Labour Party whose supporters 
wish to see sweep into power at 
the next election. He has all the 
right qualifications for the job of 
leader. Working class background, 
nice welsh accent, an ability to stab 
people in the back quietly and has 
the makings of a good TV person­
ality. Success will depend on his 
ability to portray the Labour Party 
as the only viable and welcome 
alternative to the conservatives. A 
party of the people regaining its 
traditional working class base rid of 
the middle class liberals that have 
moved over to the SDP. Even the 
hard (or stale) left will probably be 
convinced and run out in their 
hundreds to 'vote Labour with no 
illusions'. And as the letters in 
FREEDOM show even some so- 
called anarchists will find them­
selves inexorably drawn to vote, 
'for Labour is the only alternative'.

However once you have no 
illusions the only course of action 
is to despise both parties equally. 
Labour is the alternative that 
maintains the existence of the 
Conservatives and vice versa. Per­
petually playing each other off in 
the game of sticks and carrots. In 
so far as they are integral to the 
system they are identical. One leads 
to the other and then back again. 
Neither is capable, nor would it 
wish to be, of doing without the 
other and moving towards a one 
party state of either variety. Even a 
large Tory majority has it drawbacks 
as they themselves need an effective 
opposition to trade punches with 
and are having to create one on 
their own back benches.

This inbred myth called Parlia­
mentary Democracy is one more 
obstacle to any real social change. 
It is a burden that we are forced to 
bear and keeps us safely on our 
knees. Its promises, its pragmatism, 
its fairness, its alternatives, its 
accountability and its freedoml

Neil Kinnock may well lead the 
Labour Party to Victory or the 
Tories may gain a third term. Either 
way for us it will be a defeat.

ary), which is reprinted elsewhere jf jsts, or members of the Labour 
in this issue. Also printed elsewhere heft, or members of or fellow­
in this issue are several items on travellers with the Communist 
various aspects of anarchist involve- party or the other Marxist sects; 
ment in the nuclear disarmament an(j ft j$ clear that such people are 
movement, including a long account very influential in CND and the 
of its history. Here we wish to wider peace movement.
make clear the anarchist attitude |n particular we are concerned 
to the latest CND march and rally that CND is in danger of becoming 
in particular and to the present an instrument of the Labour Party 
nuclear disarmament movement in again, just as it was twenty years 
general. ago. The Labour Party Annual Con-

The London demonstration on ference passed a unilateralist resolu- 
Saturday, 22 October, is the fourth tion by a small majority in 1960, 
of the annual events which have but this was reversed in 1961. How- 
punctuated the course of the new ever, it passed a unilateralist resolu- 
nuclear disarmament movement tion again in 1981, and this was con- 
during the past three years. The firmed with a two-thirds majority 
first, in October 1980, was so large jn 1982, making it official party 
that it marked the revival of the policy; the Labour Party went into 
movement following the NATO the General Election with this uni­
decision in 1979 to increase nuclear | lateralist policy, and also with a 
weapons in Western Europe, begin­
ning in Britain. The second, in
October 1981, was twice as large.
The third, in June 1982, was twice
as large again, and was indeed the
largest nuclear disarmament demon­
stration ever held in Britain. Since
then, however, the movement has
suffered several reverses, the most
serious being the defeat of the
Labour Party in the General Election
in June 1983. The problem for
CND is that, to put the movement
back on to the public stage, this
demonstration has to be larger than 11
ever; and to make it larger than I ’
ever, the message has to be vaguer r"
than ever. X*

We support this demonstration
in principle, in the sense that we
are happy to see anarchists adding .-J
their small numbers to the growing 
numbers opposed to new nuclear 
weapons, to all nuclear weapons,
and to all weapons. But we are not
at all happy with the demonstration
in practice, in the sense that its
form and content are so vague and
vacuous as to make it almost mean­
ingless. Its official slogan is 'Where
will you be?' which betrays the un­
certainly of the organisers. Much
more important questions are 'Why
are you here?, and 'What are you
doing here?', and many of the anar­
chists here have strong views about
the answers. Yet another enormous
march through the empty centre of
the capital, yet another enormous
rally in the empty park, yet another
set of speeches full of empty rhet­
oric — all ‘this event demonstrates
is that the movement may be back
on the public stage but has nothing
significant to say.

Of course we agree with the
people, now comprising a clear
majority of the population, who
oppose the introduction of new
nuclear weapons — the American
ground-launched Cruise missiles
coming to Greenham Common later
this, come next. Of course we agree
with CND and the whole nuclear 
disarmament movement in advocat-
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All signed articles reflect 
the opinion of the authors, 

not necessarily those of 
the editorial collective.

exactly what is expected of us. The 
system expects us to demonstrate, 
and we do it; it expects policemen 
to break it up, and they do it; it 
expects passers by to look at us and 
think for two minutes and forget it, 
and they do; and so it goes on and

I have given up almost all hope of 
ever changing anything by doing 
what we are doing now. People will 
not change; they've accepted the 
pus, they've been told it tastes good, 
and they won't stop eating it. They 
know it's good for them.

As fine a demo as 'Stop the City' 
was, did we really go home with 
anything other than aching feet? 
Did hanging around banks change 
anyone's attitude or make them 
care a bit more? Don't fool yourself, 
we were demonstrating to ourselves. 
I'm depressed again.

I'm beginning to see no difference 
between anarchist punks and bank 
clerks or policemen and bus drivers. 
We're all part of the system doing

FREEDOM
Ed Ito rill Collective 

84b Whitechapel High St 
London E1

I am sure that many readers would 
like to hear the rationale of the 
Freedom Editorial Collective for 
their decision to include the 'Free 
the Five' article in the September 
10th issue. The five alleged terror­
ists in question do not appear to be 
anarchists in any sense of the term, 
save the popular one. ( the pop­
ular sense an anarchist is a bomb 
thrower, a terrorist.) Unlike authen­
tic anarchist prisoners in the past, 
who were (or at least claimed to be) 
innocent of the charges made against 
them (eg, the Haymarket anarchists, 
Sacco and Vanzetti, etc.), the five 
in question make no such claim, 
but instead plead the 'political' 
nature of the offences with which 
they are charged. The charges 
include armed robbery of a grocery 
store, theft, arson, fire bombing, 
possession of restricted weapons, 
dynamiting, sabotage and conspi­
racy to rob a Brinks armoured car. 
To lend credibility to the 'political 
crime' plea, it is pointed out in the 
article that some of the fire bombing 
was directed at stores selling porno­
graphic materials while some of the

individuals now editing FREEDOM, 
that the crimes with which 'the 
Five' are charged are not deserving 
of endorsement by any anarchist 
publication, nor is any member of 
'the Five' deserving support unless 
there is a reason to believe that he

or she is innocent of the charges.
The letter by Klaus, in which a 

quondam anarchist gives his reasons 
for rejecting anarchism in favour of 
what he calls 'revolutionary prag­
matism*, at least has the virtue of 
candour. It is a great pity that the 
others who continue to fill up to 
half the pages of FREEDOM with 
their ultra leftist rantings have thus 
far failed to draw the same conclus­
ions as Klaus. They too will not be 
missed. Klaus rightly sees that any 
revolutionary movement today that 
is to have any hope of success must 
be rigidly authoritarian, totally 
unscrupulous, and receive support 
from the Soviet Union (with all 
that that entails). All other so- 
called 'revolutionary' activity, such 
as that with which 'the Five' are 
charged, is nothing but futile ego­

clear to some of the confused tripping. I completely agree. The 
only statement of Klaus with which 
I would take issue is his claim that 
'the kind of socialism which we 
find (to result from a successful 
revolution) does not reflect our 
(sic) anarchist ideals, but it is a 
hundred times better than the

So what were they thinking and 
saying for that two minutes? 'Oh, 
they’re right the bomb is bad'; or, 
'Oh, they're right, we are not free'? 
Again, don't fool yourself. The 
only comments that could be heard 
were 'Oh, they're so scruffy’, and 
'They're a load of layabouts', and 
'No wonder there's 3 million unem­
ployed, who'd give them a job?'

We're in a rut and the system's 
having a good laugh. I don't know 
what the answer is, but I know we 
need to find new tactics. We need 
to find a way to make people 
listen and understand, stop them 
worrying about petty problems like 
what's on telly. But until then, I 
suppose we'll all be there on 22nd 
October wasting our time and life. 
Paul Hope

other bombings were directed at 
power plants. Thus both feminism 
and ecology are invoked as justifica­
tions for violence. (Poor feminism! 
Poor ecology I) To judgfe from the 
bizarre semantics of this group and 
its defenders, it would appear that 
any crime is political if its perpetra­
tor calls it political. (Those feminists 
who are so infatuated with violence, 
the eradication of sexist 'thought 
crimes', and illogical arguments 
should therefore be prepared to 
view at least some rapes as political, 
and therefore excusable. Perhaps 
even the selling of pornography 
could be so construed in those 
juristictions where such transactions 
are outlawed. Sellers of porn, please 
take note: you might some day 
have the fire bombers onyoursidel) 
It is clear to me, even if it is not

working within a 'broad church .
However, I think it's safe to say 

picnic we gave in to the demands of | that CND locally has been gently 
childcare, work and the never-quite-
enough-of-us-to-do-anything feeling
- we packed up.

In early 1982, some young punks 
and ex-Young Communist Leaguers 
began to ask what was happening.
Not enough was tfie
there was a new group - all young
and enthusiastic. No sooner did ] Spring this year, it became obvious

corrupt and cynical dictatorships 
that ruled before'. A hundred times 
better? Are the people of (say) 
Cuba a hundred times freer under 
Castro than under Batista? Is their 
diet a hundred times better? Are 
their living standards a hundred 
times higher? I would be fascinated 
to find out how the figure 'one 
hundred' was arrived at. According 
to Huber Matos, Carlos Franqui, 
and other former revolutionaries 
who have spent years in Castro's 
prisons, the facts are quite different. 
I suspect that Klaus is simply 
expressing his preferences for the 
left-wing tyranny over right-wing 
tyranny, and that 'one hundred' is 
to be construed emotively and not 
mathematically. My own preference 
is in the other direction, if only 
because right-wing tyranny tends to 
be much less efficient than that of 
the left and consequently contains 
more potential for change in a 
libertarian direction. If I were to 
express this preference mathematic­
ally, however, I would use the 
language of infinitesimals. 
M.G. Anderson
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nudged in the right direction. In 
turn, CND has helped to pay some 
of our fines from direct actions 
and — though not 'supporting' the 
event — contributed a little to the 
Nottingham coach to the 'Stop the

answer, so | City'demonstration.
But that's running ahead. In

anachronistic display of patristic 
smugness. It was as if the 1970's 
hadn't happened.

What does the writer mean by 
'straight talking’? For the hour that 
we were there, the pivot of the 
discussion was whether women are 
wrong to take the word 'cunt' as an 
insult, in whatever spirit it is 
intended. Until we found ourselves 
at that meeting, it wouldn't have 
occurred to either of us that we 
could have been thought prudish or 
intolerant of such use of language. 
We merely find it childish, reduct­
ionist and irrelevent.

The question that was raised 
about why more women are not 
involved in anarchism could perhaps 
be explained by the lack of fellow- 
feeling, mutual support and 
constructiveness we felt at that 
meeting. We are involved in the 
women's movement, but are in no 
sense 'separatists'. We have worked 
in women-only groups and (increas­
ingly lately) in mixed groups, and 
have felt none of the alienation 
that was present at that meeting

state brought us together, as did the 
arrest of virtually the whole group.

Early in the summer we held a 
picnic, and over 100 children and 
adults went out to the country to 
bake in the sun. In the evening 
many fewer of us met with Sheffield 
Peace Action for initial talks about 
a peace centre. Some people in the 
group have been working - slowly 
— on a magazine, and issue 1 of 
Police News (a mildly satirical 
16-page mag. with a cover, slightly 
amended, pirated from our friends 
at Peace News} is now out. The 
process of learning how to print 
and lay-out has been important, 
and several people are learning

further. Regrettably, other projects 
like an anarchist film season have 
been delayed.

Up to date then. A coach to 
'Stop the City' - eight more 
arrests, but we can start to think of 
what we can 'Stop' in Nottingham. 
On 1st November we hold our 
first public meeting with Colin 
Ward speaking on 'Housing — an 
anarchist approach'.

I've been encouraged to write 
this for two reasons. The first is 
because there is little news of 
discussion in FREEDOM of what 
modern anarchists actually do. I 
think that, even if the Nottingham 
group were to fold tomorrow, we've 
made a small start in building a 
libertarian network and encouraging 
our isolated members to be strong. 
However, there are problems of 
resources, experience, sustaining 
interest and encouraging new people 
and FREEDOM could be crucial in 
passing on the experiences of 
anarchy in action.

The second reason for writing is 
to make it clear that there is a live 
anarchist presence in Nottingham. 
FREEDOM — despite several letters 
- has persisted in printing as a local 
contact someone who hasn't lived 
here for 11/a years, and has indeed 
dropped the live group from the 
contact list.

For the record then, Nottingham 
Anarchist Group is at Box A, 
Mushroom Bookshop, 10 Heathcote 
street, Nottingham. (Tel: 582506). 
Ross Bradshaw
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the anarchists and CND has been a
regular feature. At one time the 
main active group in Nottingham
CND was mostly composed of I the General Election and produced
anarchists, and in 1981 there was a many thousands of leaflets — not 
series of imaginative demonstrations so much saying 'Don't Vote' as 
and the firstand biggest Nottingham | suggesting a large number of 

different areas of action of greater 
importance than merely voting. 
Our first organised action was at 
Upper Heyford in June and the 
activity of organising as a group in

which
success.

Could someone clarify the 
intention of the report? And of the 
meeting?
Althea Lauder
Dominy Hamilton

With regard to your (unsigned) 
report of the London meeting on 
'Anarchism and Feminism' mpy 
two (unidentified) women claim 
the right to reply?

This was surely a bizarre way to 
conduct an anarchist meeting, to 
have a main speaker at the front 
(flanked by two males who appeared 
to be her mentors) facing rows of 
people on chairs. This set-up is not 
conducive to talking; having to turn 
round and look at speakers behind 
is distracting and, in a meeting of 
this size, unneccessary. Through 
experience and hearsay of alternat­
ive meetings in the past fifteen 
years, we are sure that this one was 
unusual in being structured in this 
way.

We came to London from 
Brighton especially for this meeting, 
which seemed to coincide with our 
interests. We had hoped to partici­
pate in a discussion which would 
help us to enlarge on our knowledge 
of and involvement with both 
anarchism and feminism. Instead, 
we were confronted with an
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Peace Festival produced by them.
Many key activists in CND have
been and are anarchists, and at the
moment several are working within
its peace centre group to try to
sustain the movement through the | (admittedly small) conflict with the 
next period (or salvage something
from the wreckage, depending on
how things go after 22nd Oct.)
This hasn't been a conscious
'infiltration' and there are obvious

unsuccessful, attempt to revive the | problems with bureaucracy and
Midlands Anarchist Federation, not
a lot happened. Following a Mayday

they produce a single issue of a i from the regular sales of FREEDOM 
magazine. Individuals Anonymous, and Black Flag in Mushroom Book- 
than the group was gone. Together shop that there were enough people 
with a neighbourhood CND group around to make a viable group. A 
— themselves the core of the city few leaflets and notices in FREE- 
CND direct action group — they DOM and Black Flag resulted in a 
were off to Lakenheath and the score of us packing a room, and 
'Families Against the Bomb' peace we've been meeting every Friday 
camp was born. since. Of course, we haven't been

This loose connection between j able to sustain such numbers, but 
there's an active core of ten and 
various projects going on.

We were involved initially around

Anarchist activity in Nottingham is 
of course hardly a new phenomenon. 
FREEDOM'S former stable-mate 
Anarchy (first series) even produced 
a Nottingham issue (Number 38, 
April 1964). Out of print now, but, 
for those with access to a copy, it 
is a marvellously literate view of the 
city. No one writing then is now 
active in local anarchist circles, and 
our personnel is perhaps less literate 
but there are again some interesting 
things going on.

When I came to Nottingham in 
1979, the existing anarchist group 
was clearly on its way out. Its best 
work — a 'Vote Nobody' campaign, 
an anti-fascist (and anti-Anti Nazi 
League) leaflet and the famous 
'Guy Fawkes — the only person to 
enter Parliament with honest intent­
ions' poster — were in the past, and 
the Fine Fare graphics department 
(truel) was soon to be lost to us. 
For a year or so we struggled on — 
five or six at business meetings, 
twice that at open discussions. 
Apart from a fairly exciting, if
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beforehand by many pacifists and 
anarchists, it was nevertheless a 
historic,though only partial, success.
It brought up to 2,000 people on 
to the streets to raise a fundamental 
issue of the financing of war by 
capitalism, in the very centre of the 
death trade. Traffic -was slowed
down, and effective disruption took | dustry. Hopefully this initiative will 
place for some time at particular
institutions. Although it was a 
peaceful action, participants were 
subjects of police violence, and 
about 200 were arrested.

The reverberations of the protest 
went all over the City area; every­
one working there was talking about 
the demonstration and the issues 
involved — which could no longer
be swept under the carpet. Although 
it was virtually ignored by the 
establishment media, and treated

whether they will be faithful tools 
in her ministries — and she has so 
much contempt for the ordinary 
people that she arrogantly believes 
that she can run the show anyway 
she wants and can cover up anything 
she wants.

be taken up, with actions at both 
local and national centres, as well as 
at military bases and nuclear instit­
utions. Another, hopefully much 
bigger and more successful, 'Stop 
the City' is planned for 29 March 
Meanwhile, the arrival of Cruise 
missiles at Greenham is imminent. 
In CND there is a mood of defeat­
ism about this issue, after having 
amde it almost a 'do or die' issue in 
recent publicity. On the other hand, 
some people in CND, other affinity

with contempt by various 'alter- | groups and the Peace Anonymous 
groupa re talking of attempting 
some effective actions against Cruise 
— eg blocking road and rail military 
transport and mass occupation of 
the airbase. We support these ideas, 
whilst at the same time recognising 
that our struggle is a continuous

or end-all.
In many ways separate from the 

national organisation, many local
CND groups have sprung up across 
the country over the last few years.
They represent a rejection of the 
most blatant expression of the
authoritarian system we live in — 
nuclear weapons. Some groups are
dominated by those who believe I Leafletting, graffiti, 
merely in protecting those in power pickets and other imaginative and 
against this single issue; whereas | direct actions can be self-organised.

others tend to criticise the system 
as a whole, and believe in direct 
rather than representative action. 

I The Upper Heyford blockade and 
'Stop the City' have demonstrated 
the effective self-organisation of 
people acting against militarism, 
outsjde the CND structures. So have 
the Greenham Common women. 
Many local CND groups have also 
initiated actions of their own, as 
have Non-Violent Direct Action 
groups and other groups in the 
localities.
This, in our opinion, is the direction 
in which the movement for peace 
and against the nuclear and military 
state must go. Whether CND grows, 
or declines (a real possibility, as in 
the 1960s), the tradition of direct 
action must continue and develop, 
extending into all spheres of life 
and resistance (eg housing, work­
place and unwaged struggles). 

Practical suggestions are: occu­
pations of nuclear and military 
bases; blockades of financial centres 
where militarism is funded; occu­
pations of local Armed Forces car­
eers offices and bunkers; action 
against firms working in nuclear 
and military contracts; agitation in 
the workplace to have boycotts of 
nuclear and military work, aimed 
eventually at a general strike. This 
month, anti-militarists in Holland 
have been trying to disrupt a full- 
scale NATO exercise by blocking 
road and rail movements. In Ger­
many there have been 10 days of 
similar actions at US bases.
Dave, Clare, Steve and Dave
PS. On 4 and 11 November, many

one, and that Cruise is not the be-all | people arrested at 'Stop the City' 
are appearing at Guildhall Magis­
trates Court. In their support and 
to continue the protest, it has been 
decided to make these days 'Days 
of Action against the Banking Sys­
tem'. People throughout the country 
are encouraged to do actions and 
protests at banks pointing to their 
role in militarism and oppression, 

occupations.

native' institutions, 'Stop the City 
was a step forward in a whole series 
of anti-nuclear anti-militarist and 
anti-authoritarian actions.' Media- 
orientated spectacles like CND's 
regular mass marches followed by 
rallies addressed by political super- 
stars, are part of a different trad­
ition of futile and carefully con­
trolled appeals to those in power. 
Whilst there is nothing wrong as 
such with genuine symbolic actions, 
they can never alone bring about 
any social transformation. We have 
to act ourselves to create the world 
we need and desire, and to reject 
the present system of exploitation, 
whose most blatant expression is 
nuclear weapons, but which dom­
inates all spheres of life.

When Margaret Thatcher started 
plugging her line about Victorian 
values, she little knew what a can 
of worms she was opening. But how 
was she to knew that her favourite 
yes-man was going to take her 
seriously to the extent of reviving 
the good old Victorian custom of 
employers seducing their serving 
wenches?

Not that it is strictly true to 
describe Sara Keays. the Colonel's 
daughter, as a serving wench — 
except as we might describe the 
Colonel himself as a serving soldier
— nor do we want to hear anyone 
singing that good old standby of 
George Melly's, 'You've got the 
right keay but the wrong keayhole', 
which is a sexy song, but not sexist 
in that it is a song about a woman 
rejecting her useless ex-lover, making 
his 'foreday creep'.

Upper-middle-class Sara Keays 
did not reject her lover, although 
he seems to have behaved in a 
thoroughly sexist manner, flaunting 
her in public in a way that must 
have reached the ears of his wife — 
political circles being agog with 
gossip as they are — ever since their 
affair began four or five years ago, 
and apparently assuring her of his 
intention to divorce his wife and 
marry her.

According to Ms Keays' statement 
in The Times, Cecil Parkinson first 
asked her to marry him in 1979, 
but a year later was still dilly­
dallying and she took a job as 
secretary to Roy Jenkins in Brussels
— ostensibly to get away from 
Parkinson and the unresolved 
situation. She came back to London 
in 1980, whereupon the affair 
began again, with promises of 
marriage, until in the Spring of this 
year Ms Keays found herself 
pregnant.

According to her statement in 
The Times, she was 'imploring'Cecil 
to tell Mrs Thatcher, who by this 
time had made him Chairman of 
the Conservative Party with 
responsibility for running the forth­
coming General Election campaign. 
This appointment must have helped 
Parkinson make up his mind, for at 
last he came clean with Sara and 
told her he could not leave his wife 
and family and marry her after 
all - but he would do the decent 
thing and arrange a handsome 
cash settlement (some say in the 
region of £150,0001) to see her all 
right. OK?

At this time Cecil was, as Chair­
man, frequently on our telly 
screens, making vague and instantly 
forgettable campaign speeches and 
always, it seemed to us, looking 
puzzled and worried. Now we know 
why. It has been said, however, that 
he brilliantly masterminded the 
Tory election campaign - but 
surely the disarray of the Labour 
Party must have had more to do 
with that than anything else?

As far as Sara was concerned, 
Cecil may by this time have found 
the courage to tell his wife, but 
still couldn't face Maggie with his 
guilty secret. When he could, his 
timing wasn't too bad, for it seems 
to have been some time in August, 
during the Parliamentary recess, 
and while Thatcher was still aglow 
with her election victory and able 
quietly to change her mind about 
the Chairmanship of the Party and 
give him the job of Minister for 
Trade and Industry - quite suitable, 
really, since both are1 being run 
down by the present Government.

Apparently Cecil did almost the 
right thing by offering his resig­
nation at this point - but Mrs 
Thatcher was sure the victorious 
party, with its clear mandate from 
the people for absolutely every­
thing, would be able to weather any

"All politicians are what ordinary 
people would call liars. Some tell 
immense great whopping lies. 
They lie as easily as they breathe 
and as often, about everything 
from their plans for war to their 
belief in God."

Cecil Parkinson has come out of 
this affair, in spite of Maggie's 
sponsorship right up to the last 
minute, as a prevaricating, weak- 
minded liar. On the one hand saying 
that he wants to get out of politics, 
and on the other doing everything 
to protect his career; unable to make 
a choice in his own personal life, and 
yet, as a Minister of the Crown in 
an important area of the national

life, accepting responsibility for the 
lives of hundreds of thousands of 
working people, where his decisions 
mean security or misery.

Slowly, slowly, the realisation is 
dawning on more and more people 
that this is how all politicians are. 
Not, perhaps, that they are 
personally congenital liars, but that 
the very occupation demands their 
continual covering up, prevarication, 
living by half-truths. In a word: 
perpetual dishonesty.

If they will lie and cheat on the 
small things, how much more likely 
are they to lie and cheat on the big 
things! And even those who preen 
themselves on being honest and not 
setting out to deceive — are they 
not part of the Big Lie? The lie that 
ordinary people are not capable of 
organising their own affairs? That 
government is necessary to tell us 
what is right and proper?

This is Cecil Parkinson's disease 
- the greatest dishonesty of all: the 
Big Lie of Government!
Justin

As reported in the last issue of I Recent actions which can be seen 
FREEDOM on Thursday, 29 Sept- as part of the direct action tradition 
ember, an anti-war action called I include the Torness nuclear site 
'Stop the City' took place in the occupation (1979), the Upper Hey- 
financial centre of London, around ford blockade (1983), various ac- 
the Bank of England and the Stock I tions by the women at Greenham 
Exchange. Shunned by most of the I Common, occupations of Armed 
organisations of the Left as well as Forces careers offices, and the 
by CND, and treated cynically | present refusal by seafarers and 

railway workers in the Bristol region 
to handle nuclear waste dumping. 
In some towns people have taken 
over empty buildings as peace and 
society centres.

The specific importance of 'Stop 
the City' was the bringing of action 
into the centres of the death in-

harsh a word upon it, a lot of extra­
marital sexual activity. And that 
the Tories are much better at it 
than the Labour Party members. 
And there are a lot of young, 
ambitious and lusty young Tories in 
this Parliament. And so there is a 
good time to be had by all, and, oh, 
dear, some do fall by the wayside.

Now it is not for us, as anarchists, 
to pontificate or to moralise about 
sexual freedom. It is an area of life 
in which the anarchists have always 
taken a keen interest and a 
principled stand (if you see what 
we mean). Freedom in one's 
personal life is as much - or 
more — important as freedom in 
any other social relationship, in the 
working life, or anything.

What sticks in our craw is 
hypocrisy and deceit. Margaret 
Thatcher goes on about Victorian 
values, when all she means is the 
mentality of the workhouse, not a 
code of behaviour for the masters. 
All she has been concerned about 
in the choosing of her ministers is

storm in a teacup that might blow 
up.

'Blow up' is the right phrase, for, 
by a most appropriate piece of 
timing. Private Eye blew the whole 
story just one week before the 
beginning of the Conservative 
Party's Annual Conference, follow­
ing an anonymous letter which 
came up with details, names, etc
to verify the rumours that were 
now widespread throughout parlia­
mentary circles. The rest has been 
so well documented that it is 
hardly necessary for us to go on 
and on about it.

It looked as though the party (and 
Cecil and Maggie) would indeed 
weather the storm right until the 
very last day of the conference — the 
day when, traditionally, the Leader 
makes a triumphant summing up of 
the totally stage-managed event, 
recounting all the decisions that the 
leadership has ordained beforehand 
and outlining the fearsome 
programme for the country to 
follow over the next year. Not that 
they put it quite in those words .... 
but in any case, the triumph was 
just a teeny bit tarnished by the 
fact that, in The Times for that 
very last day, there appeared a 
damning rebuttal of the story from 
Parkinson's viewpoint — in the 
form of the clear and unequivocal 
statement from Sara Keays about 
the sequence of events. Apparently 
she had agreed with him to keep 
quiet about it all, but in view of his 
statements in the TV programme 
Panorama, she felt impelled to put 
the record straight from her point 
of view. And where better than in 
The Times? The Old Thunderer 
hasn't had a better day's circulation 
for years, showing how the Colonel's 
daughter had been betrayed.

This time, Cecil's offer to resign 
was accepted by the Prime Minister, 
whose image of infallibility had 
suffered a serious knock, and whose 
triumphant last-day speech to the 
conference would have gone down 
like a lead balloon if it hadn't been 
for the Russians and the Falklands 
and the party faithful being 
prepared to clap the devil himself if 
he had only condescended to come 
and speak on law and order

So Sara Keays' reputation is not 
the only one to be tarnished by this 
sordid tale of broken promises and 
prevarication. Sara's tale was that 
her child was conceived during a 
loving relationship; that she loved 
Cecil and from the start wanted 
marriage. Presumably the fact that 
he was already married and had a 
family was a mere technical detail, 
and she expected him to give all 
that up for love of her.

To be realistic, this seems a bit 
unrealistic. She seems to have fallen 
for, on the one hand, lovey-dovey 
talk about marriage and on the 
other, talk about getting out of 
politics and leading a decent life.

In this, Ms Keays seems to have 
been spectacularly starry-eyed. She 
is described as firmly in the mould 
of 'Sloane Rangers', the class of 
young women who take up positions 
as Tory Party secretaries (and 
sneered at as 'mistresses') with their 
eyes firmly upon marriage to 
properly eligible men — via the 
'Casting Couch' which figures among 
the furniture in every little private 
office in the Houses of Parliament. 
Where, apparently, because of the 
late and irregular hours of work that 
our democracy demands of our 
faithful representatives, plus the fact 
that the bars therein never close, 
and there are suitably discreet clubs 
and restaurants nearby, and all the 
young and not-so-young Tory 
members are minded to 'score' 
every available perk off and on the 
job - where there is, not to put too
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