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THE recent address by President Reagan 
to Mrs Thatcher on his visit to London, 
following the Moscow summit, was a 
piece of political rhetoric behind which 
we can see clearly the nature of the Anglo- 
American alliance. The cause of his visit 
was because ‘truly the relationship 
between the United States and Britain has 
been critical to Nato’s success and the 
cause of freedom’, and his invitation to 
Mrs Thatcher to visit the White House to 
meet his successor emphasises her leading 
role in the Western alliance.

‘Nations do not distrust each other 
because they are armed, they are armed 
because they distrust each other’, said 
President Reagan. Now, a nation has been 
defined as a group of people who may be 
of common descent and culture, or of 
diverse races, but inhabiting a territory 
with defined limits. Groups of people 
might distrust each other but they could 
hardly harm each other if neither were 
armed and in that case any distrust would 
have to break down. One might ask why 
groups of people in different areas should 
distrust each other and the answer is that 
a nation implies a state which rules over a 
territory, defines its limits, and has a 
vested interest in encouraging the people 
within those limits to distrust those 
outside it.

President Reagan’s suggestion is that if 
a basis of trust is built between nations 
then armaments can be reduced, the 
degree of trust being apparently measured 
by the extent of ‘civil rights’ in Russia. 
After their meeting Mrs Thatcher ‘was 
said to feel that the Russians could never 
again feel the same kind of threat from 
the US as they had been accustomed to 
do in the past’. But then, if the US be­
lieves in peace and freedom, why should 
the Russians have felt a threat? - Surely 
this only underlines our contention that 
the ‘threats’ felt by the US and Russia 
were never real.

It is suggested by both Reagan and 
Thatcher that the Russians have only 
agreed to the INF treaty (to eliminate 
intermediate nuclear weapons) because of 
the intransigence of the Western powers. 
It seems to us more likely that both the 
Russians and the Americans have come to
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This is Moggie, the Prima Ballerina of our corps de ballet, and she’ll perform 
anything for you, Ron, just for a sympathetic round of applause.
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the point at which both realise that 
neither can keep on increasing expendi­
ture on arms, and wish for a mutual re­
duction for economic reasons. Why then 
the sudden change in America and in 
Russia? It seems that both are on the 
brink of economic crises. The US aimed 
to cripple the Soviet economy by means 
of the arms race, high-tech weaponry 
which the US could afford but the Soviet 
not. Now it seems the US can’t afford 
them either. It is likely that the super­
powers have come to an agreement that 
they cannot go on competing since both

will eventually be crippled and overtaken 
by others — Europe, Japan or China.

Furthermore there have been irrever­
sible changes in Russian society brought 
about by urbanisation and the develop­
ment of an educated middle-class, with 
the technical and professional skills needed 
to run the country, which is demanding 
the same freedoms and standard of living 
as are accepted in the West. Maybe 
America and Russia are fearful of regional 
wars, and have populations for whom 
Vietnam and Afghanistan would no longer 
be acceptable. [continued page 3
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What is anarchism? £2.50 a hundred.
Subscribers to Freedom will have received 
with this issue a copy of the leaflet which 
we prepared for the ‘Time Out Live’ show 
and intend to be distributed at all sorts of 
exhibitions, book fairs, and assemblies. 
One side is an explanation of anarchism, 
the other a potted history of Freedom 
Press with a map showing how to find the 
bookshop.

Copyright is waived; by all means 
reproduce any or all of the leaflet in any 
publication. If you want to use the leaflet 
itself, we offer it at £2.00 a hundred, plus 
5Op towards postage.
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Life is a Cabaret!

Jugglers, clowns, street theatre groups, 
musicians, comedians and the like, 
interested in being on an anarchist 
cabaret contact list ??? If so please 
write giving a description of your act 
plus phone number/address to: Anarchist 
Cabaret, c/o Box ASS, Leeds Other 
Paper, 52 Call Lane, Leeds LSI 6DT.

Resist Trident at Faslane

ON JULY 23rd the peace camp at Faslane 
invites everyone opposed to Trident to 
come and make their personal protest 
about Trident at the base being built for 
it on the Clyde.

The peace camp has been at Faslane 
for six years and is a symbol of resistance 
to the biggest escalation of the arms 
race ever undertaken by Britain. For the 
last two years a massive construction 
programme has been underway on the 
Clyde, devastating almost 4,000 acres 
of previously unspoilt land.

The peace camp are organising a 
‘People’s Witness for Peace’ for the week­
end of July 23/24. The idea is for people 
to come and make their own protest in 
whatever non-violent way they feel is 
suitable for them to highlight the Trident 
work. On the Saturday people are asked 
to bring symbols of all that they care 
for to hang on the fence. The perimeter 
fence of Faslane is made of weld mesh, 
and is topped with razor wire. Overlooking 
it are fifty infra-red cameras and electronic 
sensors have just been fitted so that any­
one cutting the fence can be detected. 
The weld mesh is too narrow to fit fingers 
through so you will need to bring crochet 
hooks to help you tie your symbols on, 
or attach hooks made out of wire to them. 

On the Sunday the camp have invited 
Scottish Christian CND groups to do an 
act of worship, and there are plans for a 
music festival at the other end of the 
base.

The peace camp expects non-violent 
direct action to happen and will provide 
workshops on Scottish law and legal 
support, but we want all people to 
come to do what they want to do to 
show their opposition to Trident and the 
Polaris nuclear weapons already based 
here.

For leaflets and posters to help publi­
cise this action, or for more information 
write to Faslane Peace Camp, Shandon, 
Helensburgh, Dunbartonshire or phone 
(0436) 820901. If you can spare a 
donation to help with the costs of this 
action please don’t hesitate to send it. 
Cheques should-be made out to Faslane 
Peace Camp. Thank you.

Faslane Peace Camp

Book Launch
Fascism down the ages from Caesar to 
Hitler by Frank Ridley from Romer 
Press, will be launched at Conway Hall 
(25 Red Lion Square, London WC1) 
at 3pm on Friday 10 July 1988.

Anarchist Health Workers Conference 

Saturday 2nd July 11am to 4pm approx. 
Leicester Unemployed Workers Centre, 
138 Charles Street, Leicester (above 
AA building). Creche provided. If you 
require accommodation please contact 
us in advance. Please send items for 
agenda and resolutions to: Leicester 
Anarchist Health workers, c/o 70 High 
Street, Leicester.

Northampton Free School

THE meeting on Tuesday 24 May at the 
Guildhall Nottingham initiated by the 
Libertarian Discussion Group was atten­
ded by over 25 people. The intention was 
to establish whether sufficient enthusiasm 
and support existed in the Northampton 
area to establish a free school.

A free school, very simply, is an edu­
cational establishment that is run without 
discrimination of any kind along non­
authoritarian lines. There was overwhelm­
ing support from the attendees to establish 
a school, initially on Sundays, from 12 
June. Whilst the school will eventually 
cater for all age groups, start up will be 
for younger members of the community. 

For further information please contact: 
Graeme Hume, telephone (0604) 581183 
or through Blackcurrent Bookshop, 54 
Craven Street, Northampton.

London
Anarchist Forum
While the Mary Ward Centre is closed for 
the summer, London Anarchist Forum 
will meet on the first Monday of each 
month in the North Room at Conway 
Hall (Red Lion Square London WC1). 
4 July, 1 August, 5 September at 8pm.

London ACF
The Anarchist Communist Federation 
holds discussion meetings, open to all, on 
alternate Thursdays at 8.30 pm.
Next meetings 19 May and 2 June 1988. 
Marchmont Street Community Centre 
Marchmont Street London WC1
(Kings X, Euston, Russell Square tubes).
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