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SAY what you like about commercial
television, the commercials are often the
best part of an evening’s entertainment.
They can certainly be the most honest in
that you know someone is trying to sell
you something for their own profit.

In the current conference season the
edges are blurred, There is no clear two-
minute break for the sponsor’s message;
it just comes as part of the entertainment.
For old cynics like the anarchists — and
even young anarchists are old cynics —
it is not too difficult to spot the price tag
in the hard sell, the hook buried in the
bait.,

We write after the TUC and the SDP
conferences and before the Labour, SLD
and Conservative ones. We suspect that
at least two of those to come will be
much more professionally presented, with
stage management borrowed from the
great two-ring circuses across the Big
Pond, Perhaps without the balloons and
the dancing girls, and presented more
properly with English discretion — but
the hype is essentially the same. And the
purpose? To sell a package within which
you pay for your own humiliation and
exploitation,

There are those who make a living out
of taking all this rubbish seriously — all
the media commentators who analyse
events to suit their employers’ demands.
Whether they really take it seriously is of
course open to doubt, and we are always
happy to note a fairly healthy cynicism
among journalists. Unfortunately their
livings depend upon going along with the
game and however much they may despise
the players they have to analyse the game.

For anarchists the scene gets more and
more depressing. The present sorry state
of the Left seems to indicate that
Thatcher’s threat — that she intends to go
on and on and on — will be only too near
the mark. She is now undisputed head of
a regime which is nearer to being an
authoritarian state than any we have had
since the war years — and it bears all the
hallmarks of despotism,

We have always pointed out that, once
a party has been elected to power in ‘our’
parliament, we have virtually a one-party
government — save for the check or
balance of the Lords. And it is hardly fit

for anarchists to regard the protection of
an unelected body of the elite, as accep-
table defence of the public against an
autocratic (elected) administration!

This is only one of the farces of
‘democracy’; a far more serious one is
regularly spelled out by the official,
reformist, Left acting at its most ‘res-
ponsible’ or Rightist. This is the respect
for the Law, an endemic disease of the
Labour Party which has crippled it time
and time again as far as defending the
freedom of the people in general or the
working class in particular — the very
class for which it claims to speak.

Perhaps we should now put that in
the past tense, for no one can pretend
today that the Labour Party speaks for
the working class, if indeed it ever did.
But it did pretend to, once upon a time —
a pretence that was betrayed by that
very respect for the Law — for the Law
is a weapon of the ruling class, as repre-
sented by the ruling party — and it was
precisely to become the ruling party that
Labour first sprang from the loins of the
Trade Union movement over 80 years
ago.
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Since when it has castrated the working
class by arguing against industrial action
as a means of change, and time and time
again betraying its brothers in the trade
unions. Indeed, in 1948, the then power-
ful Labour government prosecuted Lon-
don dockers for instigating a strike!

That powerful Labour government, of
’45 to 50, demonstrated once and for all
the true nature of social democratic
government. Claiming that ‘We must have
an atom bomb with a bloody Union Jack
on it’, Ernest Bevin (once a dockers’ KC!),
then Foreign Secretary, laid the founda-
tion for the nuclear dilemma that Labour
has never yet settled.

But what has that dilemma really been?
Apart from the necessity to be ‘respon-
sible’ and always stay within the Law —
as demonstrated now with the attitude to
the Poll Tax, on which they are being
shown up by the Scots Nats, who have
the guts to say ‘Refuse to pay!’ — the
Labour Party is now pre-occupied with
one issue only: how to win votes.

continued on page 3
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London
Anarchist
Forum

Mary Ward Centre, 42 Queen Square,
WCl1 (Behind Southampton Row, opposite
Russell Square. Meetings start 8.00pm,

Forum people usually in ground floor
cafe beforehand).

Oct 7 Peter Neville: Anarchism and
Civilisation,

Oct 14  Open Discussion

Oct 21  Alan Albon: Agricultural and
Ecological Politics

Oct 28  Open Discussion

Nov 4 George Walford: Class Politics;
an exhausted myth

Nov 11 Open Discussion

London ACF

The Anarchist Communist Federation
now meets once a month, on Thursdays
at 8.30pm, at Marchmont Street
Community Centre, Marchmont Street,
London WCI1.

Next meeting 6 October, Middle East:
Revolution and Change. Contact London
ACF, c/o Freedom Bookshop.

Books
requested

Books requested

Warzone, an anarchist/alternative group
in Belfast, are setting up a lending library
and ask for donations of books: anything
with an anarchist flavour.

Contact Warzone, PO Box 148, Belfast.

THE 1988

ANARCHIST BOOKFAIR

Place Conway Hall, Red Lion Square,

London WC1. Time from 10am on 8
October 1988. Events Bookstalls, T-
shirts, posters, badges, videos, creche,
vegetarian food. Evening social and gig.

Anarchist video

TELEVISIONARIES
Anarchist Video Festival
Sunday 27 November 1988,
12.00 - 10.30pm
RIO Cinema, 107 Kingsland High St
London E8

THE TV SET present a festival of anar-
chist videos featuring the kind of material
that TV refuses to broadcast. It will
include features and documentaries,
archive material, shorts, subverts, situ-
ationist videos, work from around the
world, plus both a serious and lighthearted
look at various issues of the day.

Starting at midday the programme will
run in the main cinema and the basement.
Food will be available all day at the Rio
Cafe. Tickets are £4 (£3 concs) and can
be obtained in advance from the TV SET,
178 Whitechapel Rd, London El1 1BJ,
cheques made payable to the Rio Cinema.
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Correction

IN MY article ‘A filthy sort of existence’
in the September 1988 issue, the sentence:
‘where officers explained how naked men
caged in empty cells could get access to
an iron bar’, should have read: ‘where
officers failed to explain’. It goes with-
out saying that a person incarcerated
in these circumstances could not get
access to an iron bar and therefore it
would be impossible to assault a prison
officer, as claimed on national TV by the
officers, with an iron bar! It goes without
saying that this point is important in
terms of revealing the official bullshit put
out by the officers at Glenochil with full
media compliance.

Clive M. Allsop

Leslie’s Bookshop & Squatters Advice
Turner’s Road, London E14
Tuesdays 6.00pm - 9.00pm
Saturdays 1.00pm - 4.00pm

1988 study meeting, Turin, 1-2 October

THE centro culturale L. Mercier Vega,
in collaboration with the Centro Studi

Libertari of Milan, is organising an
international study meeting on the
subject: ‘1968 — rebellion, political

project and cultural transformation’. It
will be held in Turin on 30 September
and 1 and 2 October 1988,

The meeting could be articulated
around these main topics:

The Climate
The power of imagination, the dissent,
the culture (interventions on art, theatre,

cinema, school education in 1968 and
after it).

How, where, why

Analysis and interpretations about the
origins, the meaning and the reasons of
movements of 1968 (meaning of ’68 in
Europe, in the USA, subsequent develop-
ments and different manifestations).

The inheritence

What remains today of 1968 in policy,
in ethics and in everyday life (interpre-
tations of modern society, crisis of
ideologies, revolution and social trans-
formation, power and freedom, etc.)

The meeting will be concluded by a
debate on the subjects treated in the
previous sessions.

Maria Matteo
Contact Centro Culturale, Louis Mercier
Vega, Corso Palermo 46, 10152 Torino,
[taly.





