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FIFTY PENCE

“Money is like muck,
not good except it be
spread.”

Francis Bacon
(1561-1626)
Of Sedition and Troubles

Only small-time ‘sleaze’ gets the headlines in

A WORLD STEW’D IN CORRUPTION

The media are having a grand time
exposing the frailty of our rulers
when money and other perks are
dangled under their noses and the
general public are lapping it up and
enjoying every new Trevelation’. What,
in their hypocritical editorials they
dare not conclude is that corruption
is an endemic disease of capitalism
and long before, throughout history,
societies based on a minority with
power and/or wealth have all been
cruel and corrupt.

The media are no exception. After
all, our millionaire press is more
influenced in forming so-called
‘public opinion’ than either our
schools, churches (mostly empty!) or
our parliamentarians. (As Colin Ward
points out elsewhere, the media keep
the public in ignorance as to what
goes on in Parliament.) To imagine
that the multi-millionaire proprietors
believe in a free press (that is a press
that tells the truth irrespective of how
it affects the interests of the

The votes of twelve
right-wing Tories
save the Post Office

A s we write it appears that Mr

eseltine’s compromise proposals
for the privatisation of the Post Office
have also been turned down. What as
anarchists we feel should be
emphasised is that whereas the
minister was able to ignore one of the
largest petitions — nearly two million
signatories — against privatisation, it
was the threatened rebellion of a
dozen right-wing Tories which
ensured that the privatisation would
not go through.

Democracy is supposed to be
government of the people by the
people for the people. Yet here was a
minister prepared to bulldoze his way
in spite of privatisation being opposed
by all of those in the postal services
who actually provide a good service —
by the public in general and by two
million actual protesters.

Only twelve right-wing Tories
prevented it happening (or so it
seems). Perhaps they have a personal
motive for joining the opposition. Why
else?

proprietors and/or their friends and
associates in big business) is just
wishful thinking. Again, since
national newspapers depend on the
advertising revenue from the Big Boys
(the car industry, the banks, the
insurance companies and not least
the government - double-page
spreads launching the National
Lottery for instance) can they afford
to really spill the beans?

And so far as the journalists are
concerned in this business, apart
from a few notable exceptions, why
should they be immune from the
recognised perks, entertainment and
hand-outs (in the case of book
reviewing it saves the reviewer having
to read the book — and today ‘time is
money’!).

In his youth this writer was led to
accept Humbert Wolfe's (1886-1940)
definition:

“You cannot hope to bribe or twist

thank God the British journalist
But seeing what the man will do
unbribed there’s no occasion to.”

That was a long time ago!

Press moguls like Murdoch, who
controls most of the British daily
readership, can afford to invite Tony
Blair to write a column in the News of
the World as well as Martin Jacques,
the former editor of Marxism Today
(incidentally this is an illustration of
what Humbert Wolfe had to say but,
as we concluded, that was a long time
ago and it would be interesting to
know what ‘comrade’ Jacques is paid
for his column). But the renegade
former Labour MP Woodrow Wyatt
(Lord Wyatt, boss of the gambling
TOTE - who was responsible?) has his
weekly anti-Labour, anti-foreigner
column (last week it was DEPORT THE
FAYEDS and paeons of praise for Major
who “kept his head” over the
bribes-for-MPs ‘hysteria’). However,
David Jenkins, ex-Bishop of Durham,
contributes an interesting piece on
the ‘sleaze’ controversy. To what
extent the sub-editors or the boss
have ‘massaged’ his article is a matter
of conjecture, but he too limits the
sleaze to the fact that “ever since
there have been politicians, power
(continued on page 2)

News of the Money Lovers

oney is NOT ‘the root of all evil'.
It's ‘the love’ of same, as
Margaret Thatcher, our church-going
former Prime Minister, was at pains
to make clear at one of her £20,000
fee lectures (and she and her family,
all millionaires in their own right,
should know after all!). So one can
assume that the rich who spend their
time getting richer are ‘in love with
money'? A few of these lovers have
been in the news recently.

he most notorious is surely the

former chief executive of BCCI,
described by a former Bank of
England governor as “the brains
behind the fraud”. Not only was he
sentenced by an American court to
eight years, but on his release he
faces a further eight years in Abu
Dhabi on separate charges.
Compared with him, Swaleh Nagri, a
61 year old British citizen, the

| Hamiltons, Aitkens et alia are

amateurs. He didn’t fiddle with hotel

bills and air tickets, he was involved
in what has been described as the
“biggest fraud in history” with “at
least £6,400 million going astray”. On
top of the prison sentence our
Guinness-Book-record-holder for
fraud was fined £163 million. Surely
another record. He declares that he is
penniless, though the Independent
(20th October) points out that
nevertheless he employed “an
expensive firm of lawyers to defend
him” and lawyers are not suckers
where money is concerned!

The perfect example of a lover of
money is surely Graham
Doughty, 43 years old and, until he
got caught, a Trustee Savings Bank
executive. He stole more than
£500,000 before he was caught out,
in order to live it up with two
mistresses and to “send his local
football club on overseas tours”.

(continued on page 2)



A World Stew’d in
Corruption

(continued from page 1)

has been used for patronage” and that all
pressure groups, “trade unions as well as
those in business, all lobby Parliament”.
And, he asks, “how else are they to try to
influence public policy?”

However, the ex-Bishop (who to his
credit believes that God only exists in
the mind) gets closer to some of the
problems of today when he writes:

“The spirit of competition and enterprise we
were all told to develop in the '80s has set more

and more of us against one another. Everything
depends on money.

Everyone needs more money. But the
impression today is that money is in

increasingly short supply for too many of us,
while a small class of people just seem to dish

it out to their own kind.

When the going gets rough you have to look
after Number One. We may know in our heart
of hearts that money is not everything and
always going for Number One is not the best
way of living together — but what can you do?
So we feel a bit mixed up in sleaziness ourselves.”

He adds that “committees of the great and
the good” tend to be in favour of change
but he qualifies this with a shrewd “as
long as it does not make a great deal of
difference”. This is the whole problem of
the political parties of today. And David
Jenkins, who we are sure has never read
an anarchist pamphlet, declares that:

“In any case the trouble goes far deeper than
Parliament. The challenge is to all of us. We
have to remember that it is no good expecting
other people to be good for us. A good society
will never be produced out of the efforts of
leaders from whom we expect standards of
goodness to which we are not committed

ourselves.
The issue is how we can forge a decent society

together.

How can each of us renew our common
personal and local will to be good neighbours
ourselves and build up decency?”

All good stuff. But does he denounce the
capitalist system which worships profit
and the greed he denounces? Not at all!
He feels that “the churches have a great
opportunity here” and “God provides
resources to overcome what goes wrong”
... with Mammon! Hasn't the ex-Bishop
realised that for the past two thousand
years Mammon has been the God for
mankind!

ne economics journalist who has

taken the words out of our mouths on
the ‘sleaze’ topic is Victor Keegan
(Guardian) when he writes:

“If | were John Major, I would be rather pleased

at the way the sleaze is dominating newspaper

headlines. While the media floodlights were
directed at the small sleaze - £2,000 here,

Fr8,010.90 there - the serious stuff was barely
noticed.”

And our list of the ‘serious stuff, most of
which coincides with his, is listed on
another column.

We would like to conclude with an
observation that none of the ‘serious’
broadsheet media thought of mentioning
as they wallowed in the ‘sleaze’. Surely
what was obscene for most readers of the
Guardian who were presented with the

WP C’?T I'vewon on the ‘

EDITORIAL COMMENTS

facsimile of the invoice of the Paris Ritz
hotel was that a room for the night cost
£315 and that ‘Room Service’ for one day
was £80, so it’s not surprising that for two
nights and all the servicing - pressing,
laundry, mini-bar and telephone - it all
came to 8,000 francs, about £1,000.

And apparently when the Aitkens had
their weekend at the Paris Ritz more than
80% of the rooms were occupied. There
are nearly twenty million unemployed in
prosperous Western Europe but there's
plenty of money around to fill the Ritz's of
Europe. '

How mgny tickets
 &4d you hgve P?

News of the Money:

Lovers

(continued from page 1)

His counsel told the court that as a
result of his “love of money” and what it
can buy he had lost his job, his pension,
his house. But his wife “wanted to stand
by him” - for goodness sake, why didn't
she kick him in the balls! Anyway, he is
our tenant for 414 years less discount.

Passing from the domestic to the
national, and possibly the most
crooked enterprise for which the
government is directly responsible, is the
campaign for personal pensions which
persuaded hundreds of thousands of
working people to transfer their
occupational pensions to the private
sector with the assurance that they would
benefit by so doing. They were conned, so
much so that it is estimated that the total
bill for compensating policyholders who
have been cheated could be more than
£3,000 million. Who will pay this? And
what of the people who sold this crooked
option?

ack to millions and not billions!

Labour claims that tax write-offs
worth £1.3 billion in lost revenue to the
Treasury during the crisis at Lloyds
include £9 million used to ease losses
among 51 Conservative MPs who are
Lloyd’s names. Since these Tory MPs can
officially offset their insurance losses
against other income they are privileged
as compared with other investors who
don't get this relief.

The Independent (25th October) gives an
idea as to how you can increase sales by
a shortcut.

David Potter, chief executive of
Guinness Mahon the merchant bank,
keen to beef up his private banking
business:

“... has appointed a non-executive director
whose filofax is a directory of the wealthy and
influential. Step forward Giles Shepard, until

recently managing director at the Savoy.
Regular Savoy guests can now expect copious

junk mail from Guinness Mahon inviting them
to open accounts.”

This is not unusual. As we write, after
sixty years in business the Milk
Marketing Board has been privatised - or
has it? Nearly 70% of milk production will
be handled by Milk Marke, a cooperative
(so they say) of producers.

Guess what, the boss of the Milk
Marketing Board has moved: he’s now
boss of Milk Marke! Plus ¢ca change ...

Nonae ¥ Tickets are
= for suckers. |

NEWS IN BRAEE

pretty-pretty painting by the Victorian
painter James Tissot of his beautiful
mistress playing with three delightful angelic
children on a fur covered sofa in the middle of
a garden in full bloom was sold for £572,000
in 1983 to an American oil millionaire. It was
up for sale at Sotheby’s last month when the
auctioneers reckoned it would now fetch £1
million plus. Not at all. It apparently “sparked
a long drawn-out bidding battle” according
to the Independent’s Geraldine Norman (31st
October) and finally went for £3,300,000! The
eventual buyer, according to rumours in the

trade, is Sir Andrew Lloyd Webber the -

impresario and composer.

imes have certainly changed when one
thinks of composers of great music such
as Schubert or Mozart (and if is great when
you consider it lives on 200 years later) were
buried in paupers’ graves, and there’s Andrew
Lloyd Webber already a muiti-millionatre and
its pouring in at a vertiginous rate. According
to Labour Research, his Really Useful Group
(whatever that may be) paid him dividends last
year of £13.3 million. And that was “after a
dividend cut” but on top of a salary of more
than £11 million from his three companies. So
what’s £3,300,000 for a Tissot for a Lloyd
Webber. He can’t know what to do with all
this lolly, surely? But it’s obscene when one
learns that there are women doing three jobs
in order to make ends meet because their
labour 1s being priced at even less than £1 an

hour.

Aide Memoire for
our God-fearing
Politicians

he Guardian (31st October) has on its
front page a four-column photograph of
the smiling Aitkens emerging from St
Clements, Sandwich, arm in arm after
morning service. Mrs Aitken’s free hand 1s
gripped by the vicar.

In case he didn’t give them some helpful
counselling we offer them (and the vicar)
some home truths from the First Epistle of
Paul the Apostle to Timothy, Chapter 6:

7] For we brought nothing into this world, and it
is certain we can carry nothing out.

8 And having food and raiment let us be therewith
content.

9 But they that will be rich fall into temptation and
a snare and into many foolish and hurtful lusts
which drown men in destruction and
perdition.

10 For the love of money is the root of all evil;
which while some coveted after, they have
erred from the faith and pierced themselves
through with many sorrows.”

P.S. Paragraph 8 is okay, but what about
shelter?

I've got amillionquidin o entithing me to cream off . I've done quite well
shares of Camelot Limited, | oneand ahalf milhonquid § on the waterworks
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hat would currency speculatorsdo ifthe
single currency were to be seriously
introduced. In the past month dealers and
speculators (are they the same thing?) have
been pouring dollars into the money markets
with the result that now the dollar is quoted
1.63 to the pound when only a month ago it
was 1.50. Suddenly American goods, at least

in theory, cost 84% less in the export markets
than they did, not because of the magic word
‘productivity’ but simply thanks to the
currency racket. We have no doubt that at a
certain stage more speculators will buy
dollars, and so up goes the dollar vis a vis the
other currencies and the speculators will be
laughing at the public’s expense!

n Freedom (*Clobbering the Poor as Usual’,
1st October) we concluded the article:

“The Fraud Squad are gunning for the Big Issue
vendors. We anticipate that their next target will be
the LETS movement to which we will return in the
next issue.”

We didn’t but will in due course. In the
meantime the much advertised monthly Red
Pepper 1n 1ts November issue has some four
pages on LETS and confirms our hunch that
the tax collector and the Fraud Squad are of
the opinion that whether LETS’ currencies are
in acorns, spindles or kisses, those involved
are trading and, to quote Red Pepper:

‘é

.. the Inland Revenue and Social Security
Departments officially say that LETS income will
be treated as if it were cash. Those in business must
pay tax on it, employed people should notify their
tax inspector so they can be assessed for tax and
those on social security may lose benefit.”

But the writer, Paul Gosling, points out that
“unofficially the signs are that departments
intend to take little notice of breaches of these
rules”. But he is not so sure of the attitude of
the tax people if LETS really takes off in a big
way. A book LETS Work: rebuilding the local
economy by Peter Long has recently been
published and we intend to review it in some
detail soon.

he Americans are more obsessed with law

and order than our blue-rinsed Tory
ladies are. Their ever-grinning spokesman
Home Secretary Michael Howard goes on
imagining that the solution is to lock-em-up
and make conditions in prison so tough that
the criminals once released will never risk
going back.

Well, the Americans have beaten all records,
as usual, with for the first time a prison
population of ONE MILLION plus, and
according to the Independent’s Washington
correspondent it continues to rise by about
250 a day.

Obviously the population is much higher
than here, but even so the US incarceration
rate is five times that of Britain. And of course
there are thousands on Death Row and in
addition to the million there are some 450,000
in local prisons. And the tough Howard
approach has not reduced the crime rate.
These people haven’t the intelligence to ask
themselves whether it’s the capitalist system
that breeds the ‘criminals’!
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Food for Thought ...
and Action

|\ Bypass: cross currents in under the counter
culture #3. The latest issue of this review magazine
is very much influenced by the review "zine from
the USA Factsheet 5. The proliferation of
self-published and ‘underground’ magazines over
the past decade or so means that there is plenty of
material — from the great and the good to the
piss-poor and worse! — for such a review
magazine. Although containing far fewer reviews
than its counterpart from the USA, this “review
and listings service for the self-published and
small press ’zines, comics, pamphlets, books ...
connects you to a whole chunk of the independent,
alternative and dissident ‘underground’,” with
short, intelligent reviews of all sorts of weird and
wonderful stuff. Well produced, interesting and
useful. Improves with each issue. A4 magazine, 34
pages, £1.20.

The Great British Mistake: Vague 1977-92*
edited by Tom Vague, published by AK Press. An
anthology of the legendary (maga)zine of post-
punk, post-situationist burnout. “A fourteen and a
half years struggle against lies, stupidity and
cowardice: a reckoning with the destroyers of the
punk rock movement.” Originating as a punk fanzine
in the late ’70s, Vague evolved into an excellent
and original mag featuring everything from the
Red Army Faction and conspiracy theory to
situationism and Cyber-Punk. The first two-thirds
of this anthology mainly contains writings on the
punk/post-punk music scene; the last third
contains excerpts from such gems as ‘The 20th
Century and How to Leave It (Punk before
Punk/Situationism and all that)’, including A Boy
Scouts Guide to Situationism, the Angry Brigade,
etc. As Stewart Home writes in his introduction:
“To get in the right frame of mind to read this
book, think about a bus load of Tory MPs being
burnt alive in a riot. Yeah, really gloat over it.
You've got it, Vague is the ultimate in hip reading

for armchair terrorists ...”" Profusely illustrated A4
book, 114 pages, £7.95

The Nature of the State* by Derrick A. Pike, self
published. This large pamphlet, written by an
author well known for his writings on
anarcho-pacifism, attempts to “explain the nature
of capitalism and the state. It shows the real causes
of inflation, booms, slumps, unemployment,
poverty, crime, revolution and war. It does this by
making and proving these original assertions: 1)
Governments have only one ultimate purpose
which is to divide wealth unequally, 2) Money is
a means of power and only by using it can
governments enforce their laws and serve this
purpose, 3) People cannot be governed or
controlled unless they remain poor, 4) For
capitalism and the state to survive, wealth must be
destroyed, and 5) During most wars, the main
concern is the destruction of wealth, not the killing
of people or even victory.” If this pamphlet fails
to live up to many of these claims, it is none the
less an ambitious and interesting work. A4
indexed pamphlet, 96 pages, £4.15.

Anarchism in Turkey: a short history of
anarchism in Turkey by Mine Ege, Karambol
Publications. This short work, written by an
anarchist activist from Turkey, gives a useful
history of activities by anarchists 1n that country.
“Why has nearly every kind of Western originated
revolutionary movement taken its place in the
political arena of Turkey, and not anarchism?” The
author attempts to answer this question. AS
pamphlet, 12 pages, 80p.

JC

Titles distributed by Freedom Press Distributors
(marked*) are post free inland (add 15% for overseas
orders). For other titles please add 10% towards postage
and packing inland, 20% overseas. Cheques 1n sterling
payable to FREEDOM PRESS please.

NEWS

A Shaken World ...

nfortunately, I didn’t have the time to get

to London for the ‘“Ten Days That Shook
the World’ celebrations — I only made it to the
book fair. It was good to get a note from the
bookshop however, halfway through the
week, from the ‘gleaner’ (or was it ‘cleaner’?)
to say “Bookfair very successful — what a jolly
ttme we had — the phone here never stops
ringing and the shop 1s full. Do you think
anarchism 1s becoming too common?” It’s
g0ood to see all the hard work 1s paying off. We
all owe a big thank you to Ian Bone and the
others who have made 1t happen.

In fact it proved to be a success before it even
started. Even the New Statesman carried a
two-page article pointing to Ian’s “sense of
humour, his populist instincts and his unerring
ability to provoke outrage™ as the driving force
that has made the festival, “such a size that no
one on the anarchist scene will risk missing it”
and indeed, grumbling and moaning, we were
there.

But 1t’s been a big success abroad as well,
again before it even started. Militants the
world over have been talking about it, getting
ready and getting out their thermals for our
wintry chimate. The October issue of CNT
expressed the concern many of its readers had
with their stomachs: “You won’t starve
although you’ll have to eat English style”, it
griped, along with other concerns about
accommodation and transport but being very
complimentary about organisation and
communication. Seemingly there is a cultural
divide though, as it commented that
throughout the ten days there would be a
women only site. Puzzled, it said: “This may
seem strange to those of us here in the

peninsular but in other countries this is |
common practice and they ve been doing it for |

quite some tume”. Clearly sexual apartheid 1s
not of Ibenan onigin.

Italy also has been well aware of the Dieci
Giorni che Sconvolgono il Mondo and all the

McLibel plaintiffs concede a point

he leaflet ‘What’s Wrong with
McDonalds?’, which is the subject of the
libel suit by the McDonalds fast food chain
against our comrades Dave Morris and Helen

Steel, says in part:

“McDonalds promote their food as ‘healthy’, but
the reality is that it is high in fat, sugar and salt, and
low in fibre and vitamins. A diet of this type is
linked with a greater risk of heart disease, cancer,
diabetes and other diseases.”

McDonalds lawyers conceded before the case
started that a diet of the type described 1s
associated with obesity, high blood pressure
and heart disease, but denied any link with
cancer and made this allegation the core of
their case. It was the basis of their successful
argument in February that the case must be
heard by a judge alone because the scientific

evidence would be too complicated for a jury -

and, in his opening address in June, Richard
Rampton QC, for McDonalds, remarked that
if the public came to believe it, his client
would “very soon be out of business”.

But Dr Sidney Arnott, an expert on cancer
called by McDonalds on 12th and 13th
September, after he had given his view that the
evidence of a linK with cancer i1s not
convincing, was asked his opinion of the
statement: '

“A diet high in fat, sugar, animal products and salt
and low in fibre, vitamins and minerals is linked
with cancer of the breast and bowel and heart

disease.”

And he replied: “If it is being directed to the
public I would say it is a very reasonable thing
to say’ .

A couple of defence expert witnesses,
Geoffrey Cannon and Professor Michael
Crawford, then gave evidence of a link
between the particular diet and cancer, and

were due to be cross-questioned on this last

week.

Meanwhile another defence witness, Dr
Neal Barnard of the United States Physician’s
Committee for Responsible Medicine, mostly
talking about the way McDonalds advertising
misled people into eating a poor diet, also
mentioned in passing that 30% of cancers are
linked with food.

It was in cross-questioning Dr Barnard that
Mr Rampton made his concession. “We would
all agree”, he said, that there 1s a link between
a high fat, low fibre diet and cancer of the
breast and colon. His job as an advocate 1s to
present the facts in the light most favourable
to his client, so he made “we would all agree™
sound like “we have always agreed”, but he
fooled nobody.

The defendants complained to the judge that
McDonalds had now conceded the entire
defence position in this section of the case, and
accused him of prolonging matters to justify
the pre-trial application against a jury. So Mr
Rampton had no further questions for Dr
Barnard, and announced that he would not
now be questioning Mr Cannon and Professor
Crawford. The generalisations about diet, he
now says, are not material. The statement the
defendants have to defend is that “McDonalds
sell meals which cause cancer and heart
disease in their customers’.

But that is not a statement which either of the
defendants, or any document they are
distributing, has ever actually made. Instead
of trying to show that the statements they
made are untrue, Mr Rampton now elects to
show that the statements they made imply
what they did not say. He may be accused of
moving the goalposts, but he seems to have
made things more difficult for his client rather
than for his opponents.

The case continues. Court 35 at the Royal
Courts of Justice, Strand, London WC2,
10.30am daily, open to the public, admission
free.

@ NEW FROM FREEDOM PRESS &

Health Service
Wildcat

As it says on the front cover, “this book is
dedicated to the daft doctrine that people |}
trained in making profits can run a better
health service than people trained in caring
for the sick”. It is the fourth book of Donald
Rooum'’s ‘Wildcat’ cartoons to be published
by Freedom Press, but the first in which
Donald has worked with a collaborator.

Most of the hilarious scripts are by a
well-known writer, not an anarchist, who
works for the National Health Service. It is not
8 joke but a real fact, that the writer's new
conditions of service include the threat of
dismissal for “causing the managementtolose |}
confidence in you as an employee”. So the
writer has prudently elected to use a
pen-name for this book, Victoria N. Furmurry.
When ‘she’ retires from the NHS, people may |}
be startled to leam ‘her’ true identity.

Meanwhile the book is as thought-
provoking and laughter-inducing as the other
‘Wildcat" books, and none the less so for
being on a single topic.

48 pages [ISBN0900384735 £1.95

Freedom Press

84b Whitechapel High Street, London E1 7QX

events have been well publicised over a period
of ime. Australia has been a little more down
to earth though with various appeals for
money appearing in journals like the New Age
Monthly Review.

Of course not all are so supportive. We’ve
already seen one Scandinavian response on
these pages but even the French have got a
little hot under the collar, keeping their
support firmly on the critical side. The latest
1ssue of Le Monde Libertaire carries a notice
about the event but with a clear health
warning: “We announce this festival with
some reservations, certains themes to us seem
to have little to do with anarchism”. Fair
enough.

Reservations or not there were plenty of
overseas visitors around in London last
weekend when I was at the book fair.
Struggling somewhat with the language
barrier they were having a good time, with the
happy bunch of Swedes I talked to having less
of a language problem than some of the Brits
sinking a few in the pub next to Conway Hall.

But 1t wasn’t just the pub that was seething
with humanity. I would guess some three
thousand probably made the journey to
Conway Hall. Perhaps the main point about
the whole thing was made by the Venezuelans
in Correo A when they said that the festival
“... can only confirm the powerful renaissance
of libertarian activities in that country”. Let’s
hope we don't lose the momentum.

Neil Birrell

Guy Fawkes

Nicolas Walter gave the Comment on the

. Radio 4 Sunday programme on 30th

October.

he media debate about standards in public

life 1s curiously unreal, like so much 1n the
media and in public life. The media don’t just
report but create events which seem more real
than real events. And public life 1sn’t just
ordinary life in public, but a different kind of
life which seems more real than private life.
Mix the two together, and reality disappears.

What is the reality? The most obvious
problems may not be solved, at least in the
short term, but they must be faced. On one
hand, the present government is too powerful
and has been in power too long. A great
advantage of parliamentary democracy 1s the
chance to vote the scoundrels out from time to
time, whoever they are, and fifteen years 1s too
long for anyone. On the other hand, many
owners and employees of popular newspapers
and broadcasting channels are just as bad as
the people they build up and knock down, and
are part of the problem rather than the solution.

People in power and people in the media use
each other to create spectacles which are fun
to watch but don’t have much bearing on the
true situation. What is the situation? On one
hand, too many little people have no work or
no homes or no hope. On the other hand, too
many big people have no morals and no
manners and no shame. What is to be done?
All of us, whatever our beliefs, should work
to rebuild a civil society from the bottom
upwards. It’s not a matter of getting back to
basics; we must go forward to basics, and
learn as we go along what we really believe
and what we really want out of life, whether
private or public. As the feminists say, the
personal is the political; and the fight for better
standards begins in our own lives. Let’s get up
and get on with it.

At least we can still protest, despite changes
in the law; and we have plenty of
opportunities. Next Saturday 1s Guy Fawkes
Day. Perhaps this should be celebrated more
seriously, and poor Guy should be turned from
a villain into a hero — the only person who ever

went to Parliament with honest intentions!
Nicolas Walter



n recent years the mass media have

developed a stereotype image of the
‘anarchist’ as a person, usually young and
scruffy, who goes 1nto’ political
demonstrations with the object of inciting
riots and batthing police. As with the older
stereotype of the ‘anarchist’ as a malevolent
bomb-thrower, it 1s accepted as truth by those
who use the mass media as their only source
of information.

Like the ‘anarchist bomb-thrower’, the
‘anarchist rioter’ has some slight foundation
in fact. There are a few anarchists who riot,
just as there were a few who put bombs about,
and a few others advocate such activities
without risking participation themselves. The
majority of rioters are not anarchists and the
majority of anarchists are not rioters, but such
niceties do not concern the media, who know
that simple stories of violence produce better
sales and audience figures than discussions of
ideas.

Among the ignoramuses who believe that
‘anarchist equals rioter’ are some of the police,
including some high-ranking officers.
Literature for the ‘Anarchy in the UK’ festival
included a call for anarchists to participate in
a march and rally organised by the Campaign
for Nuclear Disarmament on Saturday 29th
October: “In view of the impossibility of
getting police permission for a specifically
anarchist march bring the red and black flags
and let’s turn this into the biggest anarchist
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strect presence ever”, and some ignorant

police twit interpreted this as ‘Let’s have a
riot’.

A spokeswoman for CND, who positively
welcomed an anarchist contingent, told the
Guardian: “Police seem to think all anarchists
are intent on violence. We met senior officers
and asked for evidence of a threat, but they
could provide nothing™.

Many of the most active anarchists were not
available for the CND march because they
were running stalls at the London Greenpeace
Fayre in Conway Hall, which had been
booked a year in advance. Conway Hall is
miles away from the site of the CND demo,
but the police got it into their heads that it was
being used as a rallying point for would-be
hijackers. A bus-load of police in riot gear was
stationed in a street near Conway Hall, and
four policemen in street uniform stood at the
door questioning people going in and out.

poesy at the Conway Hall

Mid scenes of amiable confusion the first
ever anthology of anarchist poetry was
launched during the Ten Days That Shook the
World Festival. Whether 1t added to the shock,
tume will be the test, but the_poetry reading in
the booming and cavernous Conway Hall was
a properly anarchic event which ended in
angry confusion when poets not in the book
felt slighted and betrayed by the compere

(yours untruly). For the editors of Visions of

Poesy (Clifford Harper, Dennis Gould and
myself) the mmaugural reading was a fraught
affair. I didn’t even know the book had been
printed when I arrived breathless by bicycle,
and nor did Dennis who arrived later by BR
from Gloucestershire. In fact the drive and
determination of Clifford, the dauntless
energy of typesetter Jayne and the experience
and know-how of Aldgate Press had ensured
that advance copies had been available at the
Anarchist Bookfair earlier.

Our first look at the book was a revelation
and we believe it 1s worthy of the movement
it celebrates. Clifford’s design and cryptic
alphabetical drawings enhance the text and we
the long-suffering Freedom Press, which has
nobly endured our stalls and stutters on the
journey to completion, feels the wait has been
worthwhile.

To our collective editorial delight twelve of

the included poets (70 1n all - living and dead)
arrived to push the ship of anarchist poetry out
into the troubled seas of taste and style. On
what must be recorded as an historic night, the
following may one day be proud to say ‘I was
there’: Tom Earley who came from
Bloomsbury via Wales, Penny Rimbaud via
Crass, Oliver Mahler via Da Da, John Rety via
‘the world’, Patricia West via Bristol, Monica
Sj66 from Sweden via Bristol, Terence
Walpole via the Oxford University of Life,
John Gallas danced down from Leicester,
Christopher Logue and Adrian Mitchell blew
in from their lightly-worn havens of celebrity,
Bernard Kops leapt from the boxing ring of
life and Dennis Gould, as ever, seemed
ever-present.

Collectively and individually they served up
their visions to an ever-changing audience
which dnfted in and out and was alternately
bewitched, bothered and bewildered by the
wit, compassion, rage and inspired ravings on
offer. There were two past editors of Freedom

at the reading too: the cartoonist/artist/writer
Philip Sansom was in the audience, while
poet/novelist/publisher John Rety managed to
both promote and organise the reading and
perform as a poet.

The poets who read were very representative
of those in the book, but their presence at the
reading was the consequence of geography
and chance. The editors hope there may be
more (regional) Visions of Poesy readings and
if you fancy organising one in your region
we’ll try to round up contributors who can
make the journey and read their own poems —
and those of others in the book (contact us via
Freedom Press).

Anarchists are egoists and there was a fair
amount of free ego flying about during the
reading. By the time John Rety read I was
knackered and many of the audience had left.
There 1s only so much poetry that anyone can
take in one go. Whatever has happened to
them and wherever they’ ve travelled since, the
Sex Pistols managed to state the paradoxical
essence of anarchism as concisely as anyone
in the book:

“T 1s the best / I is the rest / 1 is the enemy / I is
anarchy!”

Jeff Cloves
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Their aggressive questions included “Who
owns Conway Hall?”, indicating that they
were not of the local manor.

An astonishing 2,000 police watched the
assembly of the CND march, whose
participants numbered only some 8,000 or, as
the police put it, only 3,500 — comparison of
Metropolitan Police news briefs, with what
they say to each other on their police radios,
indicated that they report two-fifths of the
number of demonstrators they count. Then as
the march moved off the police moved in and
arrested people carrying anarchist flags or
wearing anarchist insignia.

Less obvious anarchists immediately left the
march and hurried the information to Conway
hall, where an emergency meeting was held.
Reports of the numbers arrested rose as high
as 250, but it appears that the real total was
about 30. This 1s borne out by the police report
that they had arrested 12. All those arrested
were released after the demo, two on police
bail charged with minor offences and the rest
unconditionally but without a word of

apology.

an Bone is to be credited with the idea of |

turning the week of the Anarchist Bookfair
and the London Greenpeace Fayre into an
anarchist festival, but much of the credit for its
success 18 due to a few hard-working
comrades meeting at the 121 Centre in
Brixton, especially those who organised a
squat near Conway Hall to accommodate
hundreds of overseas visitors. Good timing.
The Criminal Justice Bill will now make
squatting 1llegal, after 650 years.

Freedom Press’s contribution was to keep
the shop open for a welcome stream of visitors
and to answer constant telephone enquiries
about the whereabouts of events, some of
which were moved and others which did not
even take place (see below). The week of the
Anarchist Bookfair and the London
Greenpeace Fayre 1s always the busiest week

of the year for Freedom Press, and this year

we also had an advertisement in the New
Statesman inviting people to write in for a
short subscription to Freedom. So we did not
have time to do much else, or even to attend
many of the events.

However two of us, Donald and Silvie, were
invited to make the speeches of welcome at the
opening ceremony on Friday 21st October.
Donald represented the veteran anarchists
(notice being too short to find a proper
veteran) and Silvie represented women. We
shared the platform with the comedian Mr
Social Control, the singer Steve Cope, and
Roz who impersonated the Queen.

The Anarchist Bookfair on 22nd October
was the best ever, with not a policeman in sight
and every table doing well. The welcome
volume of sales indicated an enormous
number of visitors. The associated meetings
were a great success as well, especially the one
addressed by Colin Ward on
‘Fundamentalism’, whose text will appear in
the next Raven.

The launch of Visions of Poesy, with
readings by poets including Bernard Kops,
Christopher Logue, Adrian Mitchell and
Monica Sj66 (with vocal interruptions from a
dog) was very enjoyable once it got started.
Clifford Harper was there selling the book and
packs of his portrait cards.

The Festival of Smut organised by members
of Feminists Against Censorship was
enjoyable, no less so for being presented by
amateurs, and the debate on pornography and
censorship was excellent.

The big grumble must be about events which |
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