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FIFTY PENCE

“Politics is the
diversion of trivial
men who, when they
succeed at it, become
important in the eyes
of more trivial men.”

George Jean Nathan

REFLECTIONS ON A TOPIC OF THE DAY

LOCO-MEN TAKEN FOR A RIDE?

s we write (25th July) the 24-hour
trike of loco drivers of the ASLEF
union due to take place on 27th July
has been called off, in order to allow
the union to ballot its members once
again to see whether the ‘new deal’
meets with their approval. We hope
the members who take the trouble to
express their views will defeat the new
proposals with the contempt they
deserve.

British Rail top management, as
mouthpiece of the government (after
all, the new boss appointed just
recently to oversee the fragmentation
of the rail network and to resist any
huge wage demands exceeding the
3% limit imposed on all workers in the
public sector) has made it abundantly

clear that there can be no discussion |

about that magic 3%.

There's no doubt about it: the state
(that is, the government) — which
always reminds us that it has no
means of its own other than what it
collects from us in direct and indirect
taxes — in clobbering workers in the
public sector wanting more money
always appeals to the middle class
white-collar salary slaves who are led
to believe they are the only section of
the community paying taxes and that
they are acting in the best interests of
the community as a whole. In fact
every budget since 1979, when
Thatcher launched her programme
for a ‘property-owning democracy’,
has openly benefited the middle class
employees and the rich.

ut to return to the loco men's
struggle with the British Rail
bosses. We should perhaps in the first
place mention that for us as
anarchists ASLEF is a minority elitist
union (at one time the ‘F* referred to
the firemen on the steam trains, and
they have disappeared) which quite
rightly realised that it could paralyse
the rail network in spite of the fact
that the old National Union of
Railwaymen (the NUR) was an
industrial union seeking to represent
all who contributed their bit as
workers in making the rail system
work day in and day out. The present
RMT (which now includes the NUR
and the marine workers) has loco
men among its members and since
the other ballot, of RMT members,
was against striking all the rail

infrastructure was operating on the
ASLEF strike days but only some 800
trains operated out of the normal
16,000 and the
contributed some £10 million each
time to satisfy the government’s (and
their management lickspittles)
dogmatic insistence on the 3%
ceiling!

Now, why was 27th July stoppage
(and another £10 million for you

and me to find!) called off pending a
ballot?

The answer is not all that clear.
Union bosses and rail bosses are

taxpayers

politicians and naturally both have
declared that the new proposal is a
victory! The ASLEF boss says that by
agreeing not only to the 3% increase
but also to reducing the standard
working week from 39 to 37 hours
without a reduction in the
pay-packet, this virtually represents
a 5% increase. One important item he
conveniently overlooks is that this
‘bonanza’ will not be implemented
this week or the week after but by May
19971 And the second item which,
thanks to the television news, it was
possible for this writer to see and hear

(continued on page 2)

THE POLITICAL PARTY RACKET

BLAIR LEAVES NO

MISUNDERSTANDINGS

We welcome the fact that Tony
Blair has made it abundantly
clear that if anybody thought the
Labour Party stood for the basic
rights of the working man/woman in

‘a capitalist society, or in extremis for

socialism, their illusions have been
shattered with a vengeance both by
his acceptance to lecture in Australia
at a Murdoch Conference but, in our
opinion much more significantly, his
‘hard-hitting’ speech recently to the
annual Conference of the Transport
and General Workers Union (TGWU).

S

ome background information is
relevant. The TGWU is one of the
most powerful unions (in numbers
and contributiéons to the Labour
Party’s coffers). Recently the general
secretariat came up for election and
Bill Morris was faced by an official
who is the husband of Harriet
Harman, Tony Blair's Shadow
Employment Secretary! Anyway,
Morris won.

Tribune, the independent Labour
weekly linked long ago to Aneurin
Bevan and Michael Foot, is the only
so-called Labour journal that we see
(we gather that Labour Party
members get some sort of a news
bulletin). But as far as we can
ascertain, there is no other national
mouthpiece for the party. Yet the
Tribune - the last time we saw
circulation figures they were a

just the Conservative

miserable 7,000 - is more than just
critical of the Blair blah. Has this
anything to do with the fact that the
Tribune offices are in the TGWU
offices and/or that the TGWU some
months ago injected another £20,000
into the Tribune’s funds? Perish the
thought!The fact remains that at the
TGWU Congress Blair told them “in
the most hard-hitting speech to a
union conference since he became
Labour leader that it could no longer
‘have an arm-lock’ on Labour”
(Independent, 11th July). According
to the Labour editor of that daily
“Surprisingly” he was “listened to
appreciatively by the 700 delegates”
and given a “standing ovation for a
speech which none of his
predecessors would have dared
deliver”.

This writer witnessed the
performance on television news and
all that one can say is that it is time
that all the genuine socialists who
still thought that the Labour Party
could be brought round to
uncompromising socialist demands
should forthwith resign and join the
anarchists in the wilderness! It's not
Party which is
breaking up. Obviously worldwide
governments are corrupt. Why not
assume that power corrupts
eve — anarchists included, as
when they went into the power.
business in Spain in 1936?









