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“I see anarchism as 
the only possible 

solution to the human 
dilemma. * 

GEORGE MELLY 
at Dartington Hall on 1st 

September 1995 
(see also Colin Ward inside)

On 12th September a Tutsi 
lieutenant in the Rwandan IN RWANDA AND ELSEWHERE

Patriotic Army was shot dead. Later 
that day, apparently in retaliation, 
about 100 Hutu civilians were shot
dead in a village called Kanama. By 
no means all Rwandans are engaged 
in ethnic warfare, but it seems that 
many Hutus would like to eliminate 
the Tutsis, and vice versa. The ethnic 
divide, and the hatred, are real.

Yet only four or five generations ago 
the Rwandans were all one ethnic
group. The division into two was 
deliberately engineered by European
conquerors.

Rwanda and Burundi, two distinct 
nations, were made into a single colony

first in German East Africa, then in

Europeans arrived the Burundi, a 
Bantu people, had been conquered by 
the Watutsi, a Nilotic people who 
ruled the country as a land-owning 
aristocracy. The status of these 
‘natural rulers* was consolidated by 
the Europeans, whom they helped to 
plunder the country in return for a 
share of the loot

Europeans wanted to administer
Rwanda in the saH e way, but Rwanda
had no ‘native* aristocracy. Some 
Rwandan families, however, owned

UNWILLINGLY SCHOOL

for Max Stimer’s 
self concept so

Another government nail was 
driven into the coffin of 
progressive education this week. The 

Introduction of targets for nursery 
schools shows that there is no such 
thing as a free lunch, for in return for 
the imminent nursery voucher 
scheme the government expects total 
control of the under-fives provision.

Like the Jesuits, the Tories are 
eager to get their hands on the minds 
of children as soon as possible and 
Iron out any creases where 
home-produced subversive ideas 
may be lurking.

No room here 
‘ownership of
important in radical theories of 
education. Self-ownership equals 
freedom, freedom equals a barrier to 
forms of authority. The introduction 
of the concept of right and wrong in 
nurseries is a reminder of Rousseau’s 
advice that words such as ‘obey’, 
duty* and ‘obligation* should never be 
used with children. In The False 
Principle of our Education Max Stimer 
warns us: “if one awakens in men the 
Idea of freedom then the freedom will 
incessantly go on to free themselves; 
if, on the contrary, one only educates 
them they will at times accommodate 
themselves to circumstances in the 
most highly educated and elegant 
manner and degenerate into 
subservient cringing souls.** 
Subservient cringing souls - just 
what the government ordered! And 
it’s never too early to start the 
production process.

Five year olds will start school 
already labelled are less or more able 
and treated accordingly. John 
Major’s partial quotation of 
Shakespeare’s ‘Seven Ages of Man* 
was quite deliberately selective, for it 
goes on “creeping like snail 
unwillingly to school**.

In the editorial of the Lib Ed booklet 
on Play is the following: “We*d like to 
celebrate the importance of play for 
its own sake... There don’t have to be
any results, any winners or losers or 
any visible educational or other 
spin-offs, although there are often 
some or even all of these things. The 
main thing is that play is doing what 
we choose to do.** It appears that the 
earliest we can be prevented from 
enjoying ourselves and exercising 
choice, the less likely we will be to 
remember toe sensations and want to
repeat them. A perfect recipe for 
capitalist stew.
Nursery nurses and pre-school 

playgroup workers will also find their 
working lives disrupted. Their choice 
to work with pre-school children may 
well have been influenced by their 
desire to see children developing their 
own sense of self before the more
stringent 
education.

of state
e of their time will

now be taken up writing reports, 
attending meetings, accommodating 
inspectors and answering the 
concerns of parents anxious to see 
that their children are meeting the 
prescribed standards. Who will do 
the inspecting? Criticism of OFSTED

more cattle than others so the 
Europeans elevated the richest 15% 
of Rwandans to Tutsi’ aristocrats and 
degraded the rest to ‘Hutu’ serfs.
The region now has four main 

language groups. In Burundi the Hutu 
speak Kirundi and French, while the 
Tutsi speak Swahili and French. In 
Rwanda the Hutu and many of the 
Tutsi speak Kinyarwanda and French, 
while those Tutsi who were educated 
in Uganda speak Kinyarwanda and 
English.
After independence in 1962 

journalists reported the bodies of 
murdered Tutsi in the rivers of Burundi. 
There were bodies in Rwandan rivers 
too, but there no one could tell 
whether they were Tutsi or Hutu as 
the ‘tribes* of Rwanda are physically 
indistinguishable.

Europeans are more racially mixed 
than other people and their perceived 
ethnic groupings often have as little 
to do with ancestry as those of Rwanda.

Serbs, Croats and Bosnian Muslims 
are physically indistinguishable 
and speak the same language. The

forced inse H ination of Muslim and
Croat women ‘so that they will give 
birth to Serbs* is not only barbaric but 
complete nonsense.
Tribalism in Northern Ireland is

maintained by belief that the 
nationalists are descended from

(continued on page 2)

school inspectors is rife among 
teachers* organisations. Some are 
ex-teachers who were themselves
eased out of their Jobs for their 
inefficiencies. And the cost? It costs 
primary schools £9,000 each to have 
the inspectors in and it is obvious 
that some of the voucher payments to 
nurseries will finance these
inspections. Will the incomes of 
nursery nurses reflect these new 
demands? Will they even receive 
grants to complete the training (there 
is no grant for NNEB students at 
present)?

Many parents are already reluctant 
to hand their children over to a
demoralised school system. These
new directives will 
for their disquiet.

give H ore reasons
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Elsewhere (in ‘Anarchist Notes in Brief) 

we discuss the government’s official 
campaign against the poor who do a bit of 

moonlighting.But in addition they are calling 
on the public to report neighbours who are 
drawing benefits and doing odd jobs on the 
side. And the Labour Party is joining in this 
nark’s crusade. According to The Independent 
(9th August):
“Labour ... set the seal on a marked shift in 
cross-party attitudes to social security fraud as it 
backed the beginnings of a national anti-fraud 
scheme.

Frank Dobson, Labour’s environment 
spokesman, launched Fraudwatch - a 24-hour 
freephone telephone line - in Reading which 
encourages people to report suspected cases of 
benefit and other fraud.

The scheme has already been adopted by 
Labour-controlled Reading and the London 
borough of Camden, and Liberal Democrat 
Aylesbury Vale. Both parties are encouraging 
councils that they control to join the scheme 
nationally.

The move came as Oliver Heald, Under-Secretary 
of State for Social Security, prepared for today’s 
launch of the next stage of the national drive against 
benefit fraud being run by Peter Lilley, the 
Secretary of State.

A new electronic system is to begin operation 
today in 1,400 post offices in London and the south 
east, reading bar codes on new-style order books 
and using a central computer to check to whom they 
were sent and when.”

The system is said to be going national in all

IE WE GOING TO BE 
NATION OF NARKS?

20,000 post offices “in an attempt to halt a 
£ 150 million a year loss from order books that 
are lost, stolen, forged or sold and then 
claimed to be lost”. Surely a sledgehammer to 
crack a nut in the corrupt capitalist jungle?

A headline in The Guardian (19th August) 
reads ‘Milk and post workers given 
crime-spotting role’:

“The long arm of the law is to be given an artificial 
extension by drawing on the help of milk and post 
workers and taxi drivers.

As part of its Street Watch scheme, aimed at 
improving police intelligence through public 
co-operation, the government wants to encourage 
workers whose jobs bring them on to the streets to 
keep an eye out for suspicious behaviour and stolen 
cars. Pilot schemes are being run across the 
country.

The Home Office said milkmen and postmen 
could provide the police with valuable information. 
‘They are up and about at such early hours’, said a 
spokeswoman.”

One supporter, Torbay Cab’s director 
dismissed criticism that this was a “snooper’s 
charter” using members of the public as police 
informants:
What’s important to us is results. We all know the

police aren’t coping with the wave of crime, so it’s 
up to us to do something.”
And according to The Guardian (19th 
August):
“The Royal Mail yesterday confirmed that pilot 
schemes involving its employees had been 
introduced in Royston, Hertfordshire, and Harlow,
Essex, where postmen have had training on how to 
detect break-ins. But delivering mail remained then- 
first priority.”

Apparently it’s not just the ‘proles’ who 
have to nark on their neighbours. The 
medical profession, of all the elites who 

brainwash their victims, are now being told by 
the latest Secretary of State for Health, 
Stephen Dorrell (a few weeks ago he was a 
Minister of something else!), that, to quote the 
Independent headline of 7th August, they 
“face duty to report deficient colleagues”.

As potential victims of:
“... a string of cases where doctors have mistreated 
or misdiagnosed patients, but where colleagues 
have failed to report them despite, in some cases, 
being long aware of problems”
we obviously welcome action to prevent 
possible loss of life, but one must be very 
careful.

Anarchists believe in the open society, 
where people speak freely and there are 
no reasons for hiding the facts which are 

recognised and agreed by everybody. But we 
don’t live in such a society, alas, because it is 
a society where a small minority enjoy all the 
privileges at the expense of a minority now 
described as the ‘underclass’ and in between 
a sizeable majority ‘doing alright’ for the time 
being.

The society that depends on the informer - 
the ‘nark’ - is an unhealthy one which not only 
divides the community but does not resolve 
any of the problems. Those of us who have 
lived long enough to know something about 
fascism in its origins in Italy recall that not 
only were the young virtually conscripted into 
the young fascists - the ‘balilla’ - but they 
were also expected to denounce to the 
authorities their parents and any neighbours 
who were critical of the regime.

What is being proposed by government and 
Labour and Liberal Parties are the first steps 
towards such a society. We must publicly 
denounce these fascist trends while at the 
same time denouncing the capitalist system 
which produces the extremes of rich and 
desperately poor who feel they have no 
alternative than to beg and/or steal. And what 
have the privileged majority to offer?

The anarchist answer is that we must abolish 
privilege - and not by electing Tony Blair and 
Co at the next elections!

INVENTED ETHNIC GROUPS 
IN RWANDA AND ELSEWHERE

(continued from page 1) 
ancient Gaels, and the unionists from 
seventeenth century Scottish settlers. 
Nobody seems to notice that nationalists 
often have Scottish surnames like Hume 
and Adams, and unionists names like 
Maginnis and O’Malley.
The Nazis represented the Germans as 

a ‘race’ although the archaeological 
evidence is that the brachycephalic 
‘square-head’ skull shape originated in 
China and was introduced into the
European gene pool by mongoloid 
invaders, while the Nordics are descended 
from the same group as the north 
Africans.

Jews, as well as Nazis, speak of ‘the 
Jewish race’. But following the rapacity of 
Crusaders in Jewish lands and the forced 
conversion of Moors and Jews in Spain, 
Spanish Catholics have more Semitic 
ancestry than Israeli Jews.

The world’s earliest sound film The Jazz 
Singer could not be broadcast on 
American television on its fiftieth 
anniversary because one sequence shows 
Al Jolson talking about the privations of 
‘my race’, meaning the Jewish race, at the 
same time as he is making up his face in 
a grotesque caricature of a black man, 
and in 1970 America this would have 
caused riots.
But in America even the designations 

‘black’ and ‘white’ are social constructs.
At the time of slavery there was
impregnation of slaves by slave owners, 
and in the West Indian colonies complex

classifications according to ancestry. The 
English colonies, for instance, had 
whites, blacks, half-breeds, quadroons, 
octoroons and sambos. But in America 
the children of slave women were all 
‘negroes’ and slaves no matter who their 
fathers were. Thus Mark Twain could 
write The White Nigger, a story of two men 
bom on the same day, a *white’ slave­
owner and a ‘black’ slave, who discover as 
adults that they were accidentally 
swapped at birth. In this century we have 
films like Pinky where a ‘black’ woman is 
played by the white actress Jeanne 
Craine, and The Landlord (“You think I’m 
white, don’t you?”), and the true story of 
a black activist, James White, escaping a 
lynch mob by posing as a white man. 

In apartheid South Africa, Europeans, 
Natives and Coloureds (people of mixed 
race) were required to live in designated 
areas and prohibited from having sex with 
other groups. But the statutory definition 
of a European was a person ‘generally 
thought’ to be of European descent and 
judges interpreted this as ‘generally 
thought in the person’s own community’. 
So even there ‘race’ was a social 
construct. It was remarked by travellers 
from abroad that the fiercest white 
supremacists had kinky black hair.

Of course human races exist. Give a 
Masai, a Japanese and a Finn the same 
education, diet and dress and we shall 
still be able to tell the difference. But real, 
genetic, racial differences mean much 
more to hairdressers than they do to

racists. The elimination of real racial
differences by interbreeding will not 
eliminate ethnic conflict because race and 
ethnicity are only loosely connected.

Not long ago Australian aborigine and 
native American children were snatched 
away from their own people and brought 
up by well-intentioned but misguided 
people in a culture which thought it was 
better. Now a new generation of misguided 
do-gooders tries to make children ‘aware 
of who they are’ by ‘identifying’ with their 
‘own’ ethnic group. But ethnicity and 
identity should not be confused.

Every individual has an ancestry, a 
place of origin and a personal history, but

they are what the individual has, not what 
he or she is. Individuals who get confused 
about this may be persuaded to suffer and 
die for their country, or whatever, under 
the misapprehension tl at their country is 
more important to them than their 
personal well-being. They become 
amenable to all sorts of exploitation, 
which is why rulers always encourage this 
kind of confusion in their subjects.
Anarchists want a society where people 

value themselves as individuals, not as 
members of ethnic groups. Then we can 
have a society based not on coercion or 
exploitation but on voluntary 
co-operation.

Ungrafeful French Citizens
Tahiti is in France. It must be because its 

inhabitants are French citizens and elect 
members to the French parliament. Like other 

French citizens, though, and like the electors 
of other democracies, once they have elected 
a government they have less control over what 

President, whether they voted for him or not, 

it does than unelected generals.
The electors of Tahiti are very annoyed with 

‘their’ government, and having to be 
controlled by riot police sent from other parts 
of France eight thousand miles away. They 
object to nuclear explosions going on in a 
neighbouring part of France called Muratoa in 
spite of the fact that the explosions have so far 
produced no radioactivity above ground and 
do less harm to the residents of Tahiti than the 
explosion in part of America, called Bikini, 
some decades ago.

The citizens of France elected their

in that they agreed the president should be the 
man who got most votes. That means, 
according to the democratic constitution, that 
they voted for the President’s bomb.

Why aren’t they grateful? Possibly because 
the explosions are harmful, whatever 
President Chirac says. Previous undersea 
explosions at Muroroa were at one end of the 
atoll and sunk that one end by about two and 
a half metres. The latest was in the centre and 
did not sink anything. But who can predict the 
next? And ±e experiments use up resources 
which could be used for other purposes, for 
instance improving the livelihood of citizens 
in Tahiti and other French regions. So they 
harm people by robbing them.

Do not try to tell us the purpose of 
government is people’s welfare.




