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INVENTED ETHNIC GROUPS

IN RWANDA AND ELSEWHERE

n 12th September a Tutsi
lieutenant in the Rwandan
Patriotic Army was shot dead. Later
that day, apparently in retaliation,
about 100 Hutu civilians were shot
dead in a village called Kanama. By
no means all Rwandans are engaged
in ethnic warfare, but it seems that
many Hutus would like to eliminate
the Tutsis, and vice versa. The ethnic
divide, and the hatred, are real.

Yet only four or five generations ago
the Rwandans were all one ethnic
group. The division into two was
deliberately engineered by European
conquerors.

Rwanda and Burundi, two distinct
nations, were made into a single colony

nother government nail was
riven into the coffin of
progressive education this week. The
introduction of targets for nursery
schools shows that there is no such
thing as a free lunch, for in return for
the imminent nursery voucher
scheme the government expects total
control of the under-fives provision.

Like the Jesuits, the Tories are
eager to get their hands on the minds
of children as soon as possible and
iron out any creases where
home-produced subversive ideas
may be lurking.

No room here for Max Stirner’s
‘ownership of self' concept so
important in radical theories of
education. Self-ownership equals
freedom, freedom equals a barrier to
forms of authority. The introduction
of the concept of right and wrong in
nurseries is a reminder of Rousseau’s
advice that words such as ‘obey’,
‘duty’ and ‘obligation’ should never be
used with children. In The False
Principle of our Education Max Stirner
warns us: “if one awakens in men the
idea of freedom then the freedom will
incessantly go on to free themselves;
if, on the contrary, one only educates
them they will at times accommodate
themselves to circumstances in the

most highly educated and elegant

manner and degenerate into
subservient cringing souls.”
Subservient cringing souls - just
what the government ordered! And
it’'s never too early to start the
production process.

23rd September 1995

fortnightly

first in German East Africa, then in
the Belgian Protectorate. Before the
Europeans arrived the Burundi, a
Bantu people, had been conquered by
the Watutsi, a Nilotic people who
ruled the country as a land-owning
aristocracy. The status of these
‘natural rulers’ was consolidated by
the Europeans, whom they helped to
plunder the country in return for a
share of the loot.

Europeans wanted to administer
Rwanda in the same way, but Rwanda
had no ‘native’ aristocracy. Some
Rwandan families, however, owned

UNWILLINGLY TO SCHOOL

Five year olds will start school
already labelled are less or more able
and treated accordingly. John
Major’'s partial quotation of
Shakespeare’s ‘Seven Ages of Man’
was quite deliberately selective, for it
goes on “creeping like snail
unwillingly to school”.

In the editorial of the Lib Ed booklet
on Play is the following: “We'd like to
celebrate the importance of play for
its own sake ... There don't have to be
any results, any winners or losers or
any visible educational or other
spin-offs, although there are often
some or even all of these things. The
main thing is that play is doing what
we choose to do.” It appears that the
earliest we can be prevented from
enjoying ourselves and exercising
choice, the less likely we will be to
remember toe sensations and want to
repeat them. A perfect recipe for
capitalist stew.

Nursery nurses and pre-school
playgroup workers will also find their
working lives disrupted. Their choice
to work with pre-school children may
well have been influenced by their
desire to see children developing their
own sense of self before the more
stringent demands of state
education. Some of their time will
now be taken up writing reports,
attending meetings, accommodating
inspectors and answering the
concerns of parents anxious to see
that their children are meeting the
prescribed standards. Who will do
the inspecting? Criticism of OFSTED

FIFTY PENCE

“I see anarchism as
the only possible
solution to the human
dilemma.”
GEORGE MELLY
at Dartington Hall on 1st

September 1995
(see also Colin Ward inside)

more cattle than others so the
Europeans elevated the richest 15%
of Rwandans to ‘Tutsi’ aristocrats and
degraded the rest to ‘Hutu’ serfs.

The region now has four main
language groups. In Burundi the Hutu
speak Kirundi and French, while the
Tutsi speak Swahili and French. In
Rwanda the Hutu and many of the
Tutsi speak Kinyarwanda and French,
while those Tutsi who were educated
in Uganda speak Kinyarwanda and
English.

After independence in 1962
journalists reported the bodies of
murdered Tutsi in the rivers of Burundi.

There were bodies in Rwandan rivers
too, but there no one could tell

whether they were Tutsi or Hutu as
the ‘tribes’ of Rwanda are physically
indistinguishable.

Europeans are more racially mixed
than other people and their perceived
ethnic groupings often have as little
to do with ancestry as those of Rwanda.

erbs, Croats and Bosnian Muslims
are physically indistinguishable
and speak the same language. The
forced insemination of Muslim and
Croat women ‘so that they will give
birth to Serbs’ is not only barbaric but
complete nonsense.

Tribalism in Northern Ireland is
maintained by belief that the
nationalists are descended from

(continued on page 2)
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school inspectors is rife among
teachers’ organisations. Some are
ex-teachers who were themselves
eased out of their jobs for their
inefficiencies. And the cost? It costs
primary schools £9,000 each to have
the inspectors in and it is obvious
that some of the voucher payments to
nurseries will finance these
inspections. Will the incomes of
nursery nurses reflect these new
demands? Will they even receive
grants to complete the training (there
is no grant for NNEB students at
present)?

Many parents are already reluctant
to hand their children over to a
demoralised school system. These
new directives will give more reasons
for their disquiet.








