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BETTER A FEW PETTY FRAUDSTERS
THAN A NATION OF NARKS?

It is not the first time that Tory
governments invite the °‘patriotic’
lax-paying public to denounce the
petty ‘fraudsters’ who claim all kinds
of benefits while at the same time
making a ‘fortune’ moonlighting,
probably mugging old ladies and not
declaring the proceeds to the DSS!

Full marks to The Independent (6th
August) which covered half the front
page with the main heading
“Watching me, watching you” and the
by-line “call to shop benefit fraudsters
is the latest attempt to turn Britain
into a nation of informers”. But the
two eyes in colour over six columns
were too warm and honest to be
considered an illustration of the
headline.

[t is surely incredible that in the very
week that yet another massive
government fraud is revealed over the
sale of a chunk of privatised British
Rail only six months after it was
virtually given away to a consortium
of former BR managers,' the govern-

‘CATS’, ‘FAT CATS’ AND
NOW ‘THE FATTEST CATS’?

There is no need to go into details.
Briefly, the government sold yet
another chunk of British Rail for a
relative pittance. Wouldn’t you think
so if somebody sold you something for
£527 and within six months you were
able to sell it for £8257? You would say
that you had done quite well and even
praised your business acumen. But
we are not talking about hundreds of
pounds but millions! The government
in its wisdom (and we will later refer
to expert advisers who made a cool
£465 million for their bad advice) sold
a chunk of British Rail to a
consortium of BR managers for £527
million. Within seven months these
devoted managers sold out to
Stagecoach for £825 million — a mere
£300 million of which surely the govern-
ment advisers (who have already cost
the taxpayers £465 million) should
have been more expert than two
Stagecoach entrepreneurs who were
laughing their sides off in the Sunday
papers at their bonanza. They had
twigged that far from privatisation
meaning what it says, it means for
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ment has the nerve to spend a million
pounds to invite people to denounce
their neighbours to the authorities -
and they don't need to leave their
names.

According to The Independent’s
writers, the estimated annual ‘fraud
bill’ is £3 billion. Considering the
defence budget is £23 billion, we ask
who the hell wants to invade these
islands? Surely the whole so-called
‘defence’ budget is one big fraud. If we
had diamond mines, oil galore and if
we still had coal mines, then there
might be an attraction for an
expanding eastern third world power.
But we import our coal and our
diamonds and the oil is — our rulers
only hope - in the Falklands some
eight thousand miles away: pace
Argentina.

orgive us if we appear facetious. In
fact we are very serious about the
prospect of a ‘nation of informers’. For
those of us old enough to recall the
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them that “£1.6 billion of revenues
are guaranteed for the next ten years
by the government subsidies that the
private train operators get to pay
Porterbrook’s leasing charges”.

But surely the scandal is not of the
‘quick buck’ merchants but of the
government, which not only never
makes a quick buck but which
obviously connives for others to make
the quick buck. This is built-in
corruption and unfortunately even
the so-called Liberal press does not,
after the exposure, draw the
conclusion that the government is
deeply involved in all the corruption —
whether directly or otherwise, it
makes no matter. As anarchists are
always pointing out, the economy -
capitalism - is in the hands of the
transnationals and multinationals.
And they operate independently of
whichever political party is in office.

That’s why anarchists go on
protesting in the wilderness until the
victims of capitalism realise that
without their effort, and even
sacrifice, nothing will change.

FIFTY PENCE

“No man can profit
except by the loss of
others and by this
reasoning all manner of
profit must be
condemned”

Montaigne
in his Essays

rise of fascism and nazism in Italy
and Germany respectively, we are
aware that part of the power of these
regimes was among the young who
they nurtured with all kinds of
‘goodies’ which increased for those
who passed on information about
those antis — the Reds — and including
their parents.

Denouncing the political ‘cheats’
was the patriotic thing to do under
the Mussolini, Hitler and Stalin
regimes. Under Major, Portillo and
Lilley and hanger-on, bugger the
politics! What matters is money, and
if the poor get away with a bit of
‘fiddling’ they get all het up and
moralistic (as if capitalism is anything
but) and are prepared to spend
millions on narks to ferret them out.

Needless to say, The Independent
article is more than wishy-washy, as
was to be expected when it was a case
of taking up a definite position. But
what perhaps was more surprising
for this writer was the reaction of
Liberty. We quote:

“It all sounds quite sinister, but should we
be worried? According to those one might
expect to raise fears over civil liberties, the
answer is no. Liberty, formerly the National
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Our next issue will appear in three weeks
time, dated 7th September. Our printers,
Aldgate Press, will be closed on the August
Bank Holiday when Freedom would
normally be printed. Subscribers will still
get their 24 issves by the end of the year.
Copy date for the next issue is first post
on Friday 30th August. The Freedom Press
Bookshop will be closed on Bank Holiday
Monday 26th August.








