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ANARCHY ON THE
WATERFRONT

Dozens of Anarchists affiliated to
mainstream anarchist groups
across Britain took part in the dockers’
and Reclaim the Streets actions in
Liverpool on the weekend of 28th and
29th September. Hundreds, possibly
more, of unaffiliated anarchists with
small ‘a’ took part in some of the more
militant actions over the weekend.

On the march, on the Saturday,
there was only one Labour Party
banner. The contrast between
Liverpool that weekend and
Blackpool and the Labour Party
Conference of the following week
could not have been greater. As one
Labour Party member remarked
afterwards: “These young people are
not interested in the Labour Party,
they are more interested in the
anarchists and that lot.”

After the trouble and arrests on the
Monday, a docker told us that Bill
Morris of the Transport & General
Workers Union had threatened to
withdraw his union’s support for the
dockers if they didn’t stop associating
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with the anarchists. The dockers
replied, I understand, that the union
hasn’t been giving much support as
it is.

After the arrests on the Monday
during the mass picket, The Daily
Telegraph reported that: “Police
blamed anarchists for the majority of
the trouble”. But as one correspondent
said on television news: “The Reclaim
the Streets demonstrators were
welcomed, and indeed invited, by the
dockers.”

FIFTY PENCE

“Whoever is a
complete person
does not need to be
in authority.”

Max Stirner
in The False Principle of Our
Education

Since the weekend of action dockers
have told us that everyone has been
uplifted by the action. At Rochdale
Labour Club two dockers told a support
group meeting that they had nothing
but praise for the anarchists’ action.
The result was a massive cost of
£150,000 to the police, who failed to
stop the Reclaim the Streets activists
getting on top of the roof of the Mersey
Docks & Harbour Co. headquarters
and on the cranes, or the mainstream

(continued on page 2)

AS IF WE DIDN’T KNOVW ...

‘POLITICS IS A DIRTY BUSINESS’

t was the old Marquis of Salisbury

(1830-1903) who described politics
as ‘a dirty business’. He obviously
knew what he was talking about,
having filled the major offices of state:
Prime Minister, Foreign Secretary
and even for a time he was Leader of
the Opposition!

But he added that his son was doing
very well in this ‘dirty business'.
Things haven’t changed apart from
the fact that there are a lot more
people directly and indirectly engaged
in the ‘dirty business’.

We suspect that most people no
longer share the simplistic optimism
of Bernard Shaw arguing in the 1890s
that:

. a House [of Commons] consisting of
660 gentlemen and 10 workmen will order
the soldier to take money from the people
for the landlords. A House of Commons
consisting of 660 workmen and 10
gentlemen will probably, unless the 660
are fools, order the soldier to take money
from the landlords for the people.”

The idea that ‘workmen’ transferred
from the building site, the mine, the
railways, the land, to the well-padded
benches of the House of Commons
would be the champions of the
underdog is not only romantic
nonsense but dangerous too because
it presupposes that Members of
Parliament, and would-be Ministers,
are not influenced (let alone not
agree) that the 660 elected MPs can
tell you and me (and another 50-odd

million citizens) how to run our lives,
and the more so if we happen to be in
the bottom 40% (the homeless and
unemployed teenagers, the exploited
part-time women workers, the
unemployed men and, last but not
least, the growing army of OAPS).
Anarchists have been saying this for
more than a hundred years: don't
trust anybody who proposes to run
your life for you better than you can.
More and more people who are not
party politically minded and who
probably have never heard of
anarchism, are realising that mutual
aid, the small community and
solidarity are their strength and
happiness.
(continued on page 2)
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‘POLITICS IS A DIRTY BUSINESS’

Compared with the Labour Party platform (in the 1960s) what a miserable platform it now is, with the leader isolated and
just a handful of speakers to follow him on the platform. The rest of the Shadow Cabinet is in the auditorium with the
television cameras focusing on them as they applaud by rote. In this 1962 photograph by Vernon Richards of the Labour
Party Conference held in Brighton, the speaker is George Brown and to his left are Harold Wilson, Gaitskell in sunglasses,
Joan Lester et alia. Far right is lan Mikado in sunglasses.

(continued from page 1)
As we write we are coming to the end of a
three-week jamboree of the political
parties. Major has yet to appear on the screen,
but we did see Tony Blair and the mise en
scene which contrasted significantly with that
of the early ’60s. Then, as our picture of one
such occasion illustrates, virtually the whole
NEC Shadow Cabinet were on the platform
and below them an army of journalists and
photographers. And lots of flowers lining the
platform. This year the platform consisted of
half a dozen or so Shadow-Ministers who
would be addressing the party representative
claque and the speaker on a dais all on his own
... and the background was bleak. We had to
concentrate on the ‘leader’. He was good.
Some hacks have compared him to Oswald
Mosley, but they were probably not born
when Mosley was not only a leading Labour
Party ‘socialist” but also one of their best
speakers.” Blair, as the last part of his
hour-long appeal to the faithful indicated, has
got a bit of the religious bug, and our advice
to him is that he shouldn’t try to mix Mammon
and Heaven.

he Liberals and the Scottish Nationalists
can offer everything to the voter-punters
but won’t get the votes. As mentioned earlier,
we go to press before the Tories praise their
past ‘achievements’ and make their promises.
The Labour lot can’t promise anything for
the simple reason that although they are
joining forces with the Tories in cutting down
‘public spending’ — not of MPs who have
given themselves a 26% increase in their
£33,000 salaries — but spending that matters to
all of us ordinary people.
And there 1s no escaping the reason for their
reticence. Far from relying on the votes of the

bottom 40% — though they expect to get most
of them (on, in our opinion, the mistaken
grounds that in office they will not be as bad
as the Tories) — their obvious target is the
middle 30%. But they are not alone. Tories,
Liberals and the Labour lot are aiming their
lollipops at that middle 30%.

In a capitalist system what can these political
parties that are not proposing to abolish
capitalism, let alone controlling it, do to curb
its power? One expects nothing from the
Tories and the Liberals, who believe that
capitalism and free enterprise are the ‘health
of the nation’. But what have the New Labour
(the new socialists?) to offer? Nothing! For
there is no way of ‘reforming’ capitalism. The
alternative to production for profit 1s
production for need: that’s socialism — and
anarchism!

And once you remove the profit motive from
everything we do, you remove all the tempta-
tions to cheat and to beggar your neighbour.
The anarchist motive 1s satisfaction in the
things you do because not only do they give
you satisfaction but also they contribute to the
commonweal.

Footnotes

1. Quoted at greater length in the introduction to
The Impossibilities of Social Democracy (Freedom

Press, 142 pages, ISBN 0 900384 16 6, £2.00 post

free inland).

2. Oswald Mosley’s career in the ‘dirty business’
1s surely worth a footnote for any young reader who
might still have illusions about politicians. Sir
Oswald Ernald Mosley, 6th baronet (1896-1980)
was successively Conservative, Independent and
Labour MP and a member of the 1929 Labour
government. He later resigned and became leader
of the British Union of Fascists

EDITORIAL COMMENTS RO -
AS IF WE DIDN’T KNOW ...

y the time these words are printed

Guinness may have sent their bailiffs to
the occupied site at Wandsworth, London (see
Freedom 18th May and 3rd August).

A telephone call was received at the offices
of Land is Ours in Oxford giving a ‘tip-off’
that Guinness were intending to pounce in the
early daylight of Tuesday 15th October. The
caller gave no name. Rumours like this have
spread before, but this one is taken seriously.
Should the warning be deemed to be true, a
very vast telephone tree will be activated and
people will come from all over the place to see
out the eviction attempt.

The thirteen acres have been occupied since
5th May and have been held in common by a
basic core of eighty people with a massive
support from all sections of the surrounding
population. It is remarkable that the occupa-
tion has lasted so long and for anarchists it 1s
of exceptional importance and interest. Here
1S an embryonic anarchist society in the
making, although it would be difficult to say
how much of its anarchism would remain in
its natural evolvement. The community has
dealt with its external problems very well and

(continued on page 8)
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anarchists from breaking through the fences.
Other actions included a tug-boat strike in

the Port of Liverpool in solidarity with the

dockers’ action.

INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT

In Sweden there was a 24-hour strike at three
ports involving a refusal to touch all ACL
containers. ACL i1s an American company
which uses the Mersey port and has suffered
as a result.

In Denmark there was a one-day strike at one
port and in Odense a three-hour stoppage. At
the Australian ports there was a go-slow on
ANL containers. Two containers were filled
instead of twelve.

In Spain the Co-ordinadora unions plan a
one-hour strike on 28th October, which will
be backed by the anarcho-syndicalist CGT.
The LAB, the Basque nationalist trade union,
took action on 30th September at Bilbao. In
the ports of Barcelona, Vigo and Valencia the
CGT (anarcho-syndicalist) refused to move
anything on 30th September.

LOCAL SUPPORT

In the North West of England support activity
for the dockers 1s accelerating. On Thursday
10th October Bury Unemployed Workers’
Association i1s holding a public meeting. The
following Thursday, 17th October, the
Manchester Dockers Support Group 1s
holding a public meeting at the Town Hall.

While on Friday 18th October Rochdale’s
Liverpool Dockers Support Group is having
an evening of solidarity with the Liverpool
Dockers at the Hungarian Club.

No wonder the Mersey Docks share price 1s
near to rock bottom —down to 355p after being
at 456p earlier in the year, the share value
being almost 500p in September 1995 when
the lock-out started.

Marlon

NORTHERN IRELAND:
WHO PLANTED THE BOMBS?

hile not having sympathy for the Republican
aims, the religion of the IRA and their
supporters, we doubt whether the two car bombs
which damaged the military barracks in Northern
Ireland were the work of the IRA. As we write,
neither the IRA nor the Loyalists have accepted
responsibility.

As we see it, and as very amateur observers of the
crazy Loyalist/Republican set-ups, we would
suggest that the only group to benefit was the
Loyalists and to that end they did so knowing that
the obvious conclusion was that it was an IRA
bomb plant. It doesn’t really matter in the long term.
There will be no solution to the Irish problem until
the British withdraw their troops, just as in Israel
(Palestine, that 1s) the Americans stop Clinton’s
waffling on about a peace agreement yet continue
to pour dollars into the territory to finance the most
powerful military machine in terms of population
worldwide.

—
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