
“A good politician 
under democracy is 

quite as unthinkable 
as an honest burglar."

H.L. Mencken
(i 80-1956)

Surely all the arguments for and 
against the EU ruling about the 
48-hour working week simply 

highlight the financial interests and 
concerns of employers on the one 
hand and those of their wage (and 
salary) slaves on the other.

It is obvious that if you can get two 
full-time employees to do what 
normally would have to be done by 
three, you have saved on one 
employee’s National Insurance, 
holiday money and any ‘wasted time’. 
After all, in large enterprises there are 
inevitably slack periods with the 
‘slaves’ hanging about doing nothing.

But the big enterprises have gone a 
long way to solving this problem too. 
Firstly by reducing the number of 
full-time employees and being able to 
rely on competent part-timers 
(mainly women, and many single 
mothers welcome such opportunities 
even if they get neither NI nor 
holidays with pay). Secondly, by 
amalagamations and take-overs.

Freedom is always reporting 
examples which invariably result in a 
massive loss of full-time jobs, as well 
as the closure of bank branches, local 
mini-supermarkets, electricity 
service stores, which can be a serious 
problem in rural areas involving 
people having to go to the ‘nearest 
town’. But then in many cases there 
is no public transport to get them to 
that ‘nearest town’.

What is ironical is that the loss of 
jobs resulting from this capitalist 
tactic (which, incidentally, is 
designed to increase profits and not 
prices to the consumer) involves the 
boys at the top. But be sure, the top 
boys freemasonry will make sure that 
their brothers won’t suffer. A current 
example is provided by The Guardian 
(15th November). Splashed across 
the front page is the headline £27 
millionfor power fat cats ’. Apparently 
“a group of power industry executives 
scooped £26.9 million in pay-offs and 
compensation payments as a result of 
last year’s take-overs and mergers in 
the electricity industry”. One would 
like to quote the article in full, but it 
would be a repetition of the old, old 
story, which includes the services of 
those who can never lose: “merchant 

banks, lawyers and public relations 
firms have also prospered on the back 
of the take-overs ... The cost of 
defending the six electricity 
companies came to more than £75 
million”.

Some workers involved in the 
take-overs will, if they have slaved 
long enough, get some redundancy 

payments, but these are chicken-feed 
compared with the ‘fat cats’. The 
other millions of workers know that 
nowadays all jobs are at risk. What do 
they do about it? Some hope that the 
National Lottery will scoop them out 
of wage slavery (it is said that thirty 
million of us now rely on the lottery, 
probably the same number that relied 
on God a hundred years ago). Too 
many hope that they will be the 
‘lucky’ ones - with any jobs and ‘the 
wife’ doing her part-time under-paid 
job for the second home weekenders.

Too few realise that the 48-hour 
week maximum legislation would not 
prevent employers cheating and 
desperate unemployed workers 
accepting a job at any price. And a few 
dozen inspectors for the whole 
country will not prevent the massive 
abuse of any law regarding working 
hours and conditions. Only 
organisations of the workers by the 
workers can make the employers see 
sense. And at present, as a result of 
massive unemployment, workers are 
fighting each other for jobs, instead of 
the bosses and the capitalist system 
that is responsible for the unjust and 
unequal world we live in (and forget 
about the official ‘good news’ figures 
that unemployment went down 
another 40,000 last month - this 
refers to the unemployed actually 
receiving the dole and not the million 
or more unemployed for more than a 

(continued on page 2)

The retired American footballer O. J.
Simpson is on trial again. He has 

already been tried for the murder of 
his estranged wife and a young man, 
and found not guilty. Now he is being 
sued by the relatives of the murder 
victims for damages, on the ground 
that he caused their deaths. He 
cannot be found guilty in law of a 
crime for which he has already been 
found not guilty, but if the jury in the 
civil court find him liable to pay 
damages for causing the deaths, 
there will be shrieks of rage and 
triumph from the many American 
commentators who have been 
shrieking ‘injustice’ ever since he was 
acquitted.

The implication is that the murder 
trial Jury, mostly members of the 
American ‘black’ community as is Mr 
Simpson, acquitted him for reasons 
of racial prejudice. This is to 
disregard the probability that an 
important piece of prosecution 
evidence was faked.

One of a pair of bloodstained gloves 
was found at the site of the murders,

the other on Mr Simpson’s premises. 
On the face of it, it does not seem 
likely that a murderer trying to cover 
up the deed would leave one glove at 
the scene and take the other home.

It emerged at the trial that one of the 
team of detectives first called to the 
murder site, Detective Fuhrman, 
went from there to Mr Simpson’s 
house where he found the other glove. 

(continued on page 2)

IN THIS ISSUE 
Liverpool dockers' dispute 

Negotiating the dole queue 

Colin Ward on 'Plots of 
Freedom'

Democratic Convention 96: 
the Iron Fist

and much more...



EDITORIAL COMMENTS FREEDOM. 30th November 1996 2

USEFUL WORK VERSUS USELESS TOIL
(continued from page 1)
a year who are no longer entitled to the dole).
Labour’s former deputy leader Roy 

Hattersley, who has proved to be a better 
writer than Labour MP, sums up in one of his 
interesting Guardian ‘Endpieces’ that:

“The curse of the British working class is their 
willingness to settle for so little. They are disciples 
not of the politics of envy but the politics of 
complacency. That is why they are so regularly 
ignored when the demands of the middle classes 
(who suffer from no such inhibition) increasingly 
dominate the policy agenda of both major parties.” 

But noticeably Mr Hattersley, who now 
enjoys more than £100,000 a year from his 
journalism, does not question the capitalist 
system which creates the great inequalities of 
which he is one of the main beneficiaries. For 
the real problem is not that the British working 
class is prepared to “settle for so little” but that 
it does not realise that the enemy is the 
capitalist system and that the only way to 
defeat it is for the workers to organise and not 
compete among themselves, which only gives 
more power to the bosses.

Rest assured that the government, which has 
just issued its phoney figures showing that 
unemployment has once again fallen by 
40,000, and the CBI do not for one moment 
dream of full employment. The capitalist 
system would collapse.

Those of us who can remember the labour 
situation in the 1939-45 war years and the 
early ’50s - that is when there was for once 
full employment producing the weapons 
and/or using them to kill the ‘enemy’ and later 
clearing up the ‘enemy’s’ damage to property 
here - remember that the workers were 
militant and the unions trying to hold them 
down. Indeed, during that decade there were 
more ‘unofficial’ strikes than ever since.

Freedom is 100% with our 
anarcho-syndicalist comrades (whatever their 
spokesmen may write unfavourably about us) 
in wanting the workers to organise in unions 
which are attacking the whole capitalist 
system - but it’s not going to happen 
overnight, and meanwhile workers are 
fighting each other by allowing the bosses to 
know that for every sacking there are ten 
black-legs waiting to take their jobs.

So far we haven’t explained the main title 
of this article. In an anarchist society 
nobody should be expected to do a useless job 

in order to survive, and which only benefits 
his/her boss.

We don’t think that a civilised society 
(which boasts of philosophers, scientists, 
musicians, poets and other writers) can still 
accept that a small minority can own and 
exploit the natural wealth and hold to ransom 
the dispossessed majority.

Anarchism is far from being the 
socio-economic utopia of a few nutcases. 
Pause and ask yourself what your daily life is 
all about and the hours you spend purely for 
survival (we are addressing ourselves to wage 
slaves and not millionaires). Apparently most 
people hate their jobs but cannot escape. Is it 
surprising that their domestic relations suffer? 
But then so many jobs are soul-destroying.

After all, there are the hundreds of thousands 
of City workers who spend a couple of hours 
a day on the trains commuting in order to 
produce ... what? Paper and more paper.

Anarchism is not just a philosophy but a 
practical approach to making something of 
one’s limited life - Ni Dieu ni Maitre (Without 
God or Master). Of course anarchists want to 
make their full contribution to all our material 
daily needs. Incidentally, the capitalist society 
is functioning very profitably in the City but 
the government cannot afford to provide the 
necessary extra means for a health service 
where we don’t have to wait months because 
the hospitals have had to close down wards for 
lack of funds.

Conclusion: Our human needs are at 
loggerheads with those of the City, the 
banks and the armaments manufacturers. 

Anarchists go on saying to the majority of our 
fellows: either fight the capitalist system by 
organising or go on living as slaves. The 
choice is yours, but it requires not leaders but 
your own effort. Prove to the Hattersleys and 
other politicians that they are wrong.

WHY WORK?
ARGUMENTS FOR THE

LEISURE SOCIETY
This very popular Freedom Press title includes 
William Morris’s ‘Useful Work versus Useless 
Toil’ and other classics such as Kropotkin’s 
‘The Wage System’, Bertrand Russell’s Tn 
Praise of Idleness’, George Woodcock’s 
‘Tyranny and the Clock’, Tony Gibson’s ‘Who 
Will Do the Dirty Work?’ and a lot more in 
the 210 pages which also includes some fifteen 
editorials from the weekly Freedom 
(1958-1964) dealing with topics such as 
‘Reflections on Full Employment’, 
‘Capitalism or the Survival of the Richest’, 
‘Workers Wake Up’, ‘Wasted Manpower’, 
‘Redundancy and Revolution’ and ‘Time is 
Life’. The editor’s preface with the title ‘Why 
Work’, written thirteen years ago, has more 
to say about the under-privileged of the third 
world and the solutions than all the top 
politicians enjoying Roman cuisine as they 
talk of the hunger in the third world and 
whether there are solutions. The volume 
includes six double-page ‘Vision’ drawings by 
Clifford Harper with commentary by Colin 
Ward.

210 pages ISBN 0 900384 25 5 £4.50 
(post free inland, add 15% overseas)

3: HOUSEHOLD BASEMENT WORKSHOP
A group has pooled its tools and skills, thus enhancing the potential capacities for everyone. The weaver’s loom, the potter’s wheel and kiln are here, as well as 
the equipment for shoemaking and the ordinary range of carpentry and household repair gear. The community has not forgotten the outside world: posters are 
being printed by silk-screen. The message is that the possibilities of do-it-yourself are greatly extended if you do it yourselves together.

Drawing by Clifford Harper taken from Why Work? Arguments for the Leisure Society

POLICE 
RACISM

(continued from page 1)
The defence was able to show conclusively 
that Mr Fuhrman was an enthusiastic white 
racist, which would provide him with a motive 
for enhancing the case against Mr Simpson. If 
the jury took the view that this important piece 
of evidence was phoney, then they were 
bound by the rules of evidence to find the case 
disproved, even if they privately thought 
Simpson guilty.

Meanwhile in London, at the time of going 
to press, an inquest is proceeding into 
the death in police custody of Wayne Douglas, 

a Brixton burglar. Two independent witnesses 
testify that they heard cries of “black bastard” 
before Mr Douglas, “screaming for his life”, 
was set upon by a mob of policemen using 
long truncheons “as when dogs get hold of a 
cat”. It appears Mr Douglas had been carrying 
something, possibly a knife, but the attack did 
not happen until after he had obeyed police 
orders to drop it.

Two cases of police racism, one in Los 
Angeles and one in London. We are told by 
apologists that the police are after all drawn 
from the population as a whole, and must 
therefore be expected to have the spectrum of 
opinions of the population as a whole, which 
means including ‘a minority’ who suffer from 
racial prejudice. Up to a point, Lord Copper.

The police are paid for socially useful work 
like tracing lost children and helping the 
disabled through the traffic, but they may also 
be ordered to get into riot gear and assist in 
bashing demonstrators. That section of the 
population whose opinions tend to the liberal 
end of the spectrum are put off by the prospect 

of attacking people to order, so the police 
force is generally weighted towards the 
illiberal end.

The demonstrators’ chant ‘I’ll sing you a 
song and it won’t take long: all coppers are 
bastards’, is not exactly libellous. It may not 
be true, either in substance or in detail, but it 
is fair comment in the public interest.

CHILD LABOUR: 
WILL THE WEST 
FACE UP TO IT?

So the world knows officially that 250 
million under-age children are working 
full-time (the suggested 48-hour week 

maximum for Europeans hasn’t yet made its 
way) in the third world, and needless to say 
they are producing all kinds of items that are 
exported to the prosperous western world. 
That world has been meeting in Rome 
apparently to see how it can relieve the 
poverty and even famine in those countries. 
The answer doesn’t require a summit meeting 
of the prosperous world. The first step is to 
remove the money-lenders from the necks of 
the poor countries (the prosperous countries 
don’t just import fresh produce from the third 
world countries - looked after by child labour 
and the women). What must be got rid of is 
the stranglehold of the banks who are now 
reaping not only the interest on the loans but 
the interest on the interest on the loans. All the 
economists and the politicians living it up in 
Rome could make a major first step, without 
ever going to Rome and their good cuisine, by 
simply taking over those debts and getting rid 
of the money-lenders. Of course they won’t. 
It would be too simple, and that’s the last of 
their intentions.

6 people a year
Hang the murdering drug-pushers!!




