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urely all the arguments for and
against the EU ruling about the
48-hour working week simply
highlight the financial interests and
concerns of employers on the one
hand and those of their wage (and
salary) slaves on the other.

[t is obvious that if you can get two
full-time employees to do what
normally would have to be done by
three, you have saved on one
employee’s National Insurance,
holiday money and any ‘wasted time’.
After all, in large enterprises there are
inevitably slack periods with the
‘'slaves’ hanging about doing nothing.

But the big enterprises have gone a
long way to solving this problem too.
Firstly by reducing the number of
full-time employees and being able to
rely on competent part-timers
(mainly women, and many single
mothers welcome such opportunities
even if they get neither NI nor

holidays with pay). Secondly, by

amalagamations and take-overs.

Freedom is always reporting
examples which invariably result in a
massive loss of full-time jobs, as well
as the closure of bank branches, local
mini-supermarkets, electricity
service stores, which can be a serious
problem in rural areas involving
people having to go to the ‘nearest
town’. But then in many cases there
is no public transport to get them to
that ‘nearest town’.

What is ironical is that the loss of
jobs resulting from this capitalist
tactic (which,
designed to increase profits and not
prices to the consumer) involves the
boys at the top. But be sure, the top
boys freemasonry will make sure that
their brothers won’t suffer. A current
example is provided by The Guardian
(15th November). Splashed across
the front page is the headline £27
million for power ‘fat cats’. Apparently
“a group of power industry executives
scooped £26.9 million in pay-offs and
compensation payments as a result of
last year’s take-overs and mergers in
the electricity industry”. One would
like to quote the article in full, but it
would be a repetition of the old, old
story, which includes the services of
those who can never lose: “merchant

incidentally, is

fortnightly

banks, lawyers and public relations
firms have also prospered on the back
of the take-overs ... The cost of
defending the six electricity
companies came to more than £75
million”.

ome workers involved in the
take-overs will, if they have slaved
long enough, get some redundancy
payments, but these are chicken-feed
compared with the ‘fat cats’. The
other millions of workers know that
nowadays all jobs are at risk. What do
they do about it? Some hope that the
National Lottery will scoop them out
of wage slavery (it is said that thirty
million of us now rely on the lottery,
probably the same number that relied
on God a hundred years ago). Too
many hope that they will be the
lucky’ ones — with any jobs and ‘the
wife’ doing her part-time under-paid
job for the second home weekenders.

FIFTY PENCE

“A good politician
under democracy is
quite as unthinkable
as an honest burglar.”

H.L. Mencken
(1880-1956)

USEFUL WORK VERSUS
USELESS TOIL

Too few realise that the 48-hour
week maximum legislation would not
prevent employers cheating and
desperate unemployed workers
accepting a job at any price. And a few
dozen inspectors for the whole
country will not prevent the massive
abuse of any law regarding working
hours and conditions. Only
organisations of the workers by the
workers can make the employers see
sense. And at present, as a result of
massive unemployment, workers are
fighting each other for jobs, instead of
the bosses and the capitalist system
that is responsible for the unjust and
unequal world we live in (and forget
about the official ‘good news’ figures
that unemployment went down
another 40,000 last month - this
refers to the unemployed actually
receiving the dole and not the million
or more unemployed for more than a

(continued on page 2)

POLICE RACISM

he retired American footballer O.J.
Simpson is on trial again. He has
already been tried for the murder of
his estranged wife and a young man,
and found not guilty. Now he is being
sued by the relatives of the murder
victims for damages, on the ground
that he caused their deaths. He
cannot be found guilty in law of a
crime for which he has already been
found not guilty, but if the jury in the
civil court find him liable to pay
damages for causing the deaths,
there will be shrieks of rage and
triumph from the many American
commentators who have been
shrieking ‘injustice’ ever since he was
acquitted.

The implication is that the murder
trial jury, mostly members of the
American ‘black’ community as is Mr
Simpson, acquitted him for reasons
of racial prejudice. This is to
disregard the probability that an
important piece of prosecution
evidence was faked.

One of a pair of bloodstained gloves
was found at the site of the murders,

the other on Mr Simpson’s premises.
On the face of it, it does not seem
likely that a murderer trying to cover
up the deed would leave one glove at

the scene and take the other home.
It emerged at the trial that one of the
team of detectives first called to the
murder site, Detective Fuhrman,
went from there to Mr Simpson’s
house where he found the other glove.
(continued on page 2)
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