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There could be more than enough for everybody ...

BUT NOT UNDER THE

CAPITALIST SYSTEM

t is possibly true that in the first half
Iof the century ‘Tradition’ played a
dominating role in the western world:
socially, sexually, class wise, and not
least politically, even on the left.

So far as the anarchists are
concerned, we had our gurus from
Godwin, Proudhon, Bakunin through
to Kropotkin, not to mention a host of
French, Spanish, German, Russian,
Dutch and Italian comrades who
made their names internationally one
way or another.

But we are now living in a world not
dominated by tradition nor,
politically, by such personalities, but
by capitalist technology (which is very
profitable money-wise) and global
capitalism which has adopted the
nineteenth century workers’ slogan
slightly adapted to ‘capitalists of the
world unite’!

The anarchists alone, on the left, go
on pointing out that the capitalist
system far from being competitive is
monopolistic and every day in the
financial pages one reads of take-
overs and amalgamations galore. As
we go on saying, capitalist enterprises
only compete either to take over or to
join forces with their potential
competitors. And needless to say when
this happens a few jobs at the top are
lost, but with a very handsome golden
handshake. When workers lose their
jobs as a result of amalgamations
they may get something for the years
they have worked for the firm, but it’s
peanuts compared with what the top
boys have negotiated for themselves
at the expense of hundreds or even
thousands of jobs at the production
level.

And what surely everybody should
know by now is that global capitalism
means that you invest in the
countries where labour is cheapest,
even if the labour force are children,
as we know all too well. The media
have actually pointed this out. What
does the praying Prime Minister and
his so-called New Socialist govern-

ment and overwhelming majority do
to stop this slave trade? Nothing.
Why? Because this government is
with-it and accepts global capitalism.

For some very
special book offers
see pages 4 and 5
for details

But of course we old fashioned
socialists and anarchists still have
nothing to say in favour of the
capitalist system. It is rotten to the
core, as we see daily, all the sleaze,
not just of the Hamiltons et alia but
in general. Capitalism by definition
invites corruption. The very idea that
you only ‘produce’ to make a money
profit.

But what about human actions,
starting with the expectant mother?
All those years ahead of giving, but in
return hopefully love and the same
care for that mother in old age? This
is not capitalism, this is the generous
human exchange of love and
humanity that makes life worthwhile
and exciting and poetic.

Anarchists don’t mind being
accused of not being ‘with-it’ in this
age of the Internet and all the other
machines that dehumanise relations.
We are not opposed to technology. We
are opposed to capitalism, which not
only exploits our fellow beings for profit,
but to the technology which is geared
to making more profits for the Gates
et alia, at the expense of more and
more people being put out of work.

Far from living in the past and all
that crap, we attack the capitalist
system because so many of us are
obliged, in order to live, to take on
jobs which are of no value whatsoever
to the community. That's another
definition of the capitalist system:
jobs that are of no bloody social value
but pay you a living.

But when are the underprivileged
going to realise that they spend most
of the best years of their lives doing

jobs they hate in order to get the

money they cannot do without just to
live from day to day?

[f anarchists are being charged with
living in the past when they go on
maintaining that we all have only one
life and that we should be enjoying it
with love, leisure and all the
amenities that are now available for
everybody, then surely it’s the
politicians — who are saying that we
can’t afford a good education, a good
health service, good housing, you name
them — who are living in the past.

Anarchists are not only advocating
a world society of the future where
there need be neither first worlds nor
third worlds, but are calling on you
and me to realise that the future will
be disastrous if we don’t decide that
we, the ordinary people, the majority
world-wide, realise that the future
depends on us and on our having the
courage to fight and to determine the
kind of life that we want now. And no
governments will provide. Which is
why we go on being anarchists and do
not rely on governments.
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