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No money for the poor, old and disabled, but ...

BONANZA FOR
EUROFIGHTER

0, as a nation we can’t afford to
pay single mothers to look after
their youngsters, we can’t afford to
restore the old age pension to its
former percentage of the average wage,
and as for the disabled, they must
learn to tighten their belts. Only the
other day there was a mini-crisis
when it transpired that the blind will
have to pay VAT on their white sticks.
But as all this was going through the
media mincing machine and digested,
some ‘positive’ news emerged.

One wonders how many taxpayers
in this country know that the British
Army still maintains 26,000 soldiers,
of which 21,000 are in the 1lst (UK)
Armoured Division in Germany, and
this has been costing a matter of £1.1
billion a year.

How many taxpayers know that the
merger, recently cleared by the Blair
government, “of the last state-owned
nuclear companies British Nuclear
Fuels and Magnox Electric” is going
to cost them “up to £4 billion”
(Guardian, 23rd December 1997).

But all the preceding examples of
wasted taxpayers money which could
have been used to alleviate the
problems of the lone parents, the
disabled and the old, is chicken feed
compared to the government’s
announcement that they have signed
an agreement in Bonn with Germany,
[taly and Spain to proceed with the
production of the Eurofighter.

According to the Guardian’s defence
correspondent (23rd December),
“Britain’s share of the £40 billion bill
will be £16 billion”. Apart from the
fact that it doesn’t really matter one
way or another whether it’'s going to
cost the British taxpayer £16 billion
or £30 billion, the whole question,
about which the public ought to be
swamping the politicians with
demonstrations, is ‘How can you say

that we can’t afford to look after the
single mothers, the disabled and the
old when there is never any problem
in finding the money for weaponry?’
Of course we know their answer. At
the Bonn meeting our ‘New Labour’
defence minister George Robertson
more or less repeated what he wrote
in the weekly Tribune in September
which Freedom tore to bits.* He said
that “Eurofighter was crucial not just
for the RAF but the future of the
European aerospace industry.
Eurofighter is ideally suited to meet
the new turbulent challenges that
have replaced the cold war. Recent
operations in the Balkans and the
Gulf have demonstrated the

* ‘The New Labour Warmongers’ in
Freedom, 4th October 1997.

importance of effective air power in
today’s more uncertain world.” Can
anybody other than a politician imagine
even a crazy Balkan would-be dictator
wishing to invade these islands.

An interesting sidelight to the folie
de grandeur of our Mr Robertson was
a remark by the German repre-
sentative Volke Ruhe who, according
to the Guardian report, “came close to
cancelling the project on the grounds
that the fall of the Berlin Wall made it
superfluous” even though he was
closer to those potential Balkan
invaders who scare the pants off our
Mr Robertson. But presumably
business is business and Germany
bought 180 and we shall be told how
many jobs will be secured as a result.

These are the real issues and only
the anarchists face them squarely.








