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illions of dollars have been
spent, and record hot-air
emissions have punched an
ozone-hole the size of Canada. The
nation’s remotes have worked overtime
to avoid the campaign ads. And next
week — at last — the whole goddamn
thing will be over. On Tuesday
Americans get the chance to vote on a
new boss for what they still call ‘the
greatest democracy on earth’.

‘If we stop voting, will they go away?’
Car bumper stickers have carried this
desperate cry for months. To American
readers we can only offer our condolen-
ces and the reassurance that in a week’s
time they won’t pretend to care what
you think any more. Normal service will
be resumed.

And still the pundits can’t figure it out.
Less than a fifth of the electorate
watched Bush and Gore in their last
television debate. Less than half bothered

"_;.;. X ¥ § 4 i
e 4 : .
WY £ 3
s .'f,\?- & 2 3 > - . . i
. ‘ % 3 . ' . g W ¢
s bed ; .
S8 T A R s i o g '
= Froe P
% -
e 2

anarchist fortnightly

4th November 2000

US presidential election ...

A mighty pain in

to vote in 1996. The public has never
been so closely watched, monitored,
consulted. Yet mistrust of politicians and
disdain for all their works have never
been higher. Academics call this the
‘legitimacy paradox’. We call it plain
common sense. The pound of butter our
grandparents bought at the dairy, quite
possibly from the person who made it, 1s
now manufactured far away and sold to
us by huge marketing operations. The
politics we are fed i1s just such a
consumer product. It 1s marketed as
something appealing to us though 1it’s
really designed for the benefit of the
multinational machines that churn it out.
George W. Bush has been described as
“a corporation disguised as a human
being”, but they’re all the same. The old
idea (never more than a pleasing fancy)
that our bosses are just like us 1s as
much part of the past as the old dairies,
and both vanished years ago. Bore and
Gush are products we are expected to
choose between.

The head of a big US bank was once
asked whether the cash he had spent
getting senators elected had influenced
their behaviour. “l certainly hope
so”, he replied. A favoured Republican
soundbite this year, to go alongside
‘Compassionate Conservatism’ and
‘Hang 'em High’ (okay, we made that
one up), was ‘Renewing America’s
Purpose’. This was strangely honest,
because what 1s America’s purpose if
not business? Business has bankrolled
the election, business will call in 1ts
debts. Bush has raised over $300
million, Gore $252 million; and a hint
for the future comes from Bush’s
successful campaign to become Texan
governor in 1994. To overthrow the
incumbent needed big money, and the
pharmaceutical industry gave 1it. In
return, the powers of ordinary people to

the butt

sue the medicine-makers were severely
reduced. Expect a Bush White House to
press for new caps on litigation against
the manufacturers of tobacco, guns and
oil as well. Gore has pocketed tidy sums
from lawyers, so expect him to make
litigation easier. Who says there’s
nothing at stake in this election? If
you're a rich businessman there’s a lot.
No wonder over 80% of people have
woken up to the fact that “government 1s
pretty much run by a few big interests
looking out for themselves™.

So why, even last time round, did 49%
of them still turn out to support these
clowns? Why do 90% of them still insist
that the American democratic system 1s
all done in the best possible taste? And
here’s the problem. Pain in the butt
though it is to sit through this lunacy, it’s
a bearable pain if only the bosses
followed the ancient advice to ‘do no
harm’. But harm to other people is the
boss’s calling card. It’s not their fault,
they’'re puppets of a machine that’s
bigger than them. And it’s not inevitable.
While voter-turnout and membership of
political parties has plummeted, political
participation throughout the west has
actually increased (they didn’t tell you
that, did they?). More than ever people
protest, join boycotts, try to take power
away from politicians. So let the clowns
have their circus this time round while
we build links between the disjointed
areas of our political lives and learn new
ways of living for ourselves, without
bosses. Being cynical 1s only a start.
“Government 1s not the solution to our
problems; government 1s the problem™.
The speaker was Ronald Reagan, the
place his 1980 inauguration as president.
Empty words from his mouth maybe,
but true words nevertheless. Let’s get rid
of government.
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