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A new gulf war

n all the UK’s recent wars, the key

objective — more than any piece of

land — has been control of ‘the truth’.
What’s changed 1s the audience this
truth 1s aimed at. In 1914 and 1939, it
was the British population, which had to
be prepared for the coming sacrifices.
Now, while 1t’s still crucial to have the
British people on side, the target
audience lives elsewhere, in this case the

Middle East. In his attempts to reach out
to this audience, Tony Blair has failed.
Politicans aren’t like the rest of us.
They talk at us, but only to get us to do
what they want us to do. They're
completely out of touch with how we
actually live and what we actually think.
In the Middle East too, when they talk to
the bosses they think they’re getting the
views of the people. They're not, and

this 1s why Blair has been so shocked at
the furious response to the attacks he has
ordered on Afghanistan.

The new gulf war 1s between different
versions of ‘the truth’. The gulf in
question is the one that lies between the
views our bosses want everyone to hold
and the views many people actually
hold. Blair’s ignorance has led all of us
into a catastrophe.
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Huge demonstracions as

emonstrations have continued around

the world, following the launch of

airstrikes against Afghanistan by the
American and British governments. But while
anarchists and activists in five continents
have expressed their opposition to the
repeated terror strikes, which were finally
launched on 7th October, so-called ‘hawks’
in the US military establishment have been
pressing for the military campaign to be

widened. .
At the start of this week, US investigators

named Iraq as the most likely source of the
anthrax assault on American media organisa-
tions. Officials in Washington also claimed
at the weekend that their investigation had
amassed evidence of Iraqi involvement in the
attacks on American cities last month. Their
claims were widely interpreted as propaganda
moves, aimed at softening up the American
population for a full-scale war.

It 1s known that Pentagon officials have
discussed plans for supporting insurrections
against the regime of Saddam Hussein. They
are thought to be considering a promise of
air support for Kurds in the north of the
country, and of ground support in the south,
around the oilfields of Basra. CIA officials
are also reported to have contacted Iraqi
opposition politicians, to make arrangements
for a transfer of power in Baghdad.

Many observers predicted soon after the
| 1th September attacks that the US govern-
ment would use them as a pretext to intervene
in the Middle East. It 1s known that many in
the US military consider the continued
existence of the Saddam regime to be
‘unfinished business’ from the 1991 Gulf
War. The strategy of widening the Afghan
conflict was given a boost at a top-level
meeting held in the Pentagon last month.
The result was a letter to President Bush
from top advisers, urging him to seize the
opportunity of moving against Saddam.

In last Sunday’s Observer, US officials were
reported to have told journalists David Rose
and Ed Vulliamy, “we see this war as one
against the virus of terrorism. If you have
bone marrow cancer, it’s not enough to cut
off the patient’s foot. You have to do a
complete course of chemotherapy. And if
that means embarking on the next Hundred
Years’ War, that’s what we’re doing”. One
anarchist speaker at London’s Speakers’
Corner last Sunday found this prospect
alarming. “It’s terrifying”, he said simply.

y

1vil servants wrote to the BBC at the
start of this week to demand that the
organisation censor video messages
from Osama bin Laden before broadcasting
them. Alastair Campbell, the prime minister’s
official Director of Communications, said
that the media was allowing the boss of the
al-Qaeda terror network “an easy ride”.

In a letter to BBC managers, Campbell said
that they should treat messages from al-
Qaeda with great caution. He reportedly told
them to point out that information given in
bin Laden’s videos was impossible to verity,
before broadcasting the videos themselves.

Many observers saw Campbell’s move as a
sign of desperation, in the face of mounting
evidence that bin Laden has won his
propaganda war against the West with ease.

But the BBC insisted it would not change

fears of wider war grow

its policy. “There 1s an argument that bin
[LLaden shouldn’t have the oxygen of
publicity”, said Richard Sambrook, head of
BBC news. “I disagree. It is better for us all
to know what they are thinking”. Referring
to a ban on broadcasting the voices of Irish
politicians, which the British government
put in place in the 1980s, he went on “we
learned from the ban on Sinn Fein that
censorship like that doesn’t work™.

Many activists have condemned the govern-
ment’s attempts at media control. Anarchists
in particular have asked why they should pay
any more attention to the claims of western
politicians than they would to those of bin
Laden. “During the Gulf War, there were
reporters in Baghdad”, said one. “During the
Kosovo bombing, there were reporters in
Belgrade. Those wars were televised. When

€ensorship warning ¢to BB€

the ‘smart bombs’ went wrong, the bosses’
lies were quickly exposed. This time, there
are no reporters on the ground, we’ve only
got their word for it. They tried to lie before,
they’ll do it again now”.

Other censorship fears have been awakened
by a string of reports that activists’ email
accounts have been monitored. One man,
who accessed his mail through Hotmail, had
his account cancelled by service owners
Microsoft. The cancellation was confirmed
by a message which read, “the content of
your sent and received mail 1s not in the
interests of the United States government”.
Several fundamentalist Muslim websites
have also been thrown off their American
host servers after intervention by the FBI.

Editorial on page 7
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rotests and peace vigils have been held
in towns and cities across the UK since
the first bombs began to fall on
Afghanistan last week. The largest of the
demonstrations so far was last Saturday’s
rally in Central London.An estimated 40,000
people joined a march from Speakers’
Corner to Trafalgar Square

One anti-war event, the No War But The
Class War meeting in London, was actually
being held as news came through that
British and American forces had launched an
air strikes.

London: 7th October

The No War But The Class War meeting
looked to be a good event, with more than
fifty people turning up despite the pouring
rain. It suffered from the usual disparity of
the sexes, with men outnumbering women
by about 2 to 1, but on the positive side there
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seemed a good turnout from ethnic Middle
Easterners (a clumsy term, but I can’t think
of a better one).

About ten minutes into the meeting, the
news of the bombing came through and a
decision was taken to launch some immediate
action. After agreeing to meet at Oxford
Circus at 7pm, we guzzled down some food
(many thanks to the caterers), and everyone
headed off.

I stayed behind to wash the dishes, so
missed the demo itself. But I did find a
hundred or so mixed liberals, anarchists and
Trot paper-sellers standing with their banners
outside Downing Street. I'm told the demo
went down to Parliament Square, and was
heading up towards the Home Office when
the police tried to block it off, so everyone
rapidly dispersed in all directions. One arrest

was made.
Sam

PEACE DEMONSTRATIONS

''''

-

Trafalgar ng'ére on Saturday I@th October |

Everywhere: 8th October
Demonstrations were held in towns and
cities across the UK, with events in Aberdeen,
Bangor, Barnsley, Belfast, Birmingham,
Bradford, Bridgend, Brighton, Bristol,
Cardiff, Coventry, Edinburgh, Leeds, Llanells,
London, Luton, Manchester, Newcastle,
Newport, Northampton, Nottingham, Oxford,
Plymouth, Portsmouth, Reading, St Albans,
Sheffield, Southampton, Stoke-on-Trent,
Swansea, Walsall and Watford.

Glasgow: 8th October

Over 400 people gathered in George Square
for a peace vigil. Human rights activist and
asylum-seeker Aamer Anwar gave a speech
condemning the attacks. “What is happening
in Afghanistan is the equivalent of the UK
bombing part of Dublin, London, Chicago or
Boston in response to IRA bombings”, he
said. ““The government says it does not want
the destruction of the World Trade Centre to
lead to a racist backlash, but they have
contributed to such an atmosphere by
virtually equating Islam with irrational
violence”. He went on, “how can Tony Blair
be taken seriously when he speaks about the
shame of the new evil of mass terrorism when
his government sells lethal weapons to Israel,
and has sprayed both Iraq and Yugoslavia
with cluster bombs?”

London: 9th October

Activists from campaign group Wages for
Housework held the first of their planned
weekly anti-war pickets opposite Downing
Street. Kay Chapman of WFH pointed out
the global discrepancy between arms
spending and the amount of money it would
take to abolish poverty. “Globally, $800bn is
spent annually on military budgets, while
only $80bn would provide the essentials of
life for everyone”, she said. “We demand
that military budgets be redirected to women
and therefore to the community — invest in
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caring, not killing”. The women's picket will
continue on Whitehall, Spm every Tuesday.

For more info call 020-7482 2496, or mail
crossroadswomenscentre @ compuserve.co

Brighton: | I1th October

Activists from No War But The Class War
occupied an army recruitment office in the
centre of the city. Around twenty people
pushed past uniformed soldiers on the door,
shutting the building down for the busy
lunchtime period. Activists outside handed
out leaflets and talked to people who had
come for recruitment interviews. They also
draped a banner over the front of the office.
Those inside invaded recruitment interviews
that were already taking place.

In a statement, the group said that “in
declaring ‘a war against terrorism’, the
ruling class has really declared a war on
workers across the world.”

Brighton NWBTCW are meeting every
Monday, 7.30pm above the Hobgoblin pub
on London Road.

London: 13th October

The anti-war march from Hyde Park to
Trafalgar Square attracted at least 40,000
people in one of the biggest demonstrations
held in the UK for years. Although it had
been called by CND, many activist groups
were represented, including Reclaim the
Streets and the Wombles.

Lancaster: 13th October

Over two hundred people gathered in Market
Square, in a rally organised by Lancaster &
District Coalition Against the War. They then
marched through the shopping centre (see
picture, left).

Please keep sending in reports and photographs
from anti-war actions around the country (all
photographs will be returned). For more
information, contact FreedomCopy@aol.com
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COMMENT

o far, one of the most memorable
aspects of Operation Enduring Freedom
1s the extent to which the 1irony inherent
in its original name — Infinite Justice — passes
through absurdity to the point of insanity. In
one sense, Afghanistan represents the last
battle of America’s Cold War. Having
backed Islamic fundamentalist forces as a
proxy army against the Russians, the US
now wants to kill the Taliban and restore the
monarchy. To preserve some perspective
while the chatter about justice goes on
around us, it’s worth reminding ourselves
what happened in 1978.

The overthrow of the Afghan monarchy by
Mohammed Daoud 1n 1973 had been support-
ed by the leftwing People’s Democratic Party
(PDP). One of the myths of the period is that
the PDP coup, which in turn overthrew
Daoud five years later, was a Soviet-backed
initiative and that the Soviet invasion was
part of Moscow’s imperialist design
(Afghanistan shared a thousand mile border
with the USSR). Even in the days of the
monarchy, Russia had been Afghanistan’s
largest trading partner, aid donor and military
supplier. Washington saw the injection of
[ranian capital into the country as a means of
countering Russian influence.

The Shah of Iran entered into a $2bn aid
agreement with the Daoud regime. In 1975,
Daoud dismissed forty Soviet-trained
military officers and began training agree-
ments with India and Egypt. Iran’s SAVAK
secret police began to operate in the country,
fingering communist sympathisers to Daoud.
None of this prompted a military response
from Moscow. But when Daoud began to
attack the PDP itself the party seized power,
declaring itself committed to Islam within a
secular state and non-alignment in foreign
affairs. It was committed to land reform,
separation of church and state, eradication of
1lliteracy and the emancipation of women. It
also promised to develop a public sector.

The party cancelled debts owed to landlords
by peasants, abolished the taking of interest
on loans, built schools and clinics and
provoked an immediate backlash from the

large landowners, tribal chiefs, monarchists

and Islamic factions. By spring 1979, a
guerilla war had begun, with CIA-funded

B

with in Afghanistan, certainly as far as the
Clinton administration was concerned — they
were the most stable force in a country of
factions, and therefore necessary to safeguard
the oil interests of Central Asia.

Islam as an ideology has a double edge for
those who want to take advantage of it.
Fundamentalist Islam 1s a product of poverty
— 1t preaches social change through self-
transformation rather than by social action,
and suggests that equality comes about
despite differences of class instead of
through changing them. It nevertheless has a
rhetorical commitment to economic equality.
Moreover Islam, like all religions, 1s a paper
that many things can be written on, from the
tolerance and universality that is its heritage
to the distortion which rules the Saudi state.

The cutting edge of Islam though, in all its
variations, 1s its commitment to the umma,
the worldwide community of Muslims. In a
world where capitalism 1s the only game 1n
town, where universality becomes the uni-
versalisation of exploitation, and where Asia
and the Middle East are playgrounds for
western capital, it 1s radical Islam’s commit-
ment to an oppositional universalism that
give it its oppositional credibility. Washington

irony to
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might want to pretend that the fanatics it
trained and financed have no interest in
anything beyond terror, but (as bin Laden’s
statement, released to the media as the
bombing began, shows) the despair which 1s
the currency of everyday life in Baghdad and
in Hebron remains the key.

Crucially, it is western support for Israel
which is ultimately at issue. This 1s
expressed in the hypocrisy which says
attacks on American cities were terrorist acts
while the daily actions of the Israeli detence
force can never be, and also in the recogni-
tion that, after 1967 in particular, Israel 1s
bankrolled and allowed to carry out whatever
slaughter its security demands because it 1s
America’s ‘loyal friend’ in the Middle East.

- The occasionally belligerent independence

of Egypt and Syria, the fall of the Shah, and
the growth in support across the region for
the secular radicalism of the Palestinian
militants have meant that Israel has been
crucial to the US project, to “inhibit and
contain those irresponsible and radical
elements i1n certain Arab states who, were
they free to do so, would pose a grave threat
indeed to our principle sources of
petroleum” (in the words of Henry Jackson,
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a US Senate specialist on the Middle East).

As the former head of Israeli military
intelligence, Shlomo Gazit, puts it, “its
location at the centre of the Arab Muslim
Middle East predestines Israel to be a
devoted guardian of stability in all the
countries surrounding it. Its role 1s to protect
the existing regimes; to prevent or halt the
process of radicalisation and to block the
expansion of fundamentalist religious
zealotry” (this is quoted by Noam Chomsky
in his book The New Intifada). The blind eye
turned to Russia’s murderous activities in
Chechnya suggests that Russia under Putin
is envisaged as playing a similar role in
Central Asia.

The physical and ideological defeats
inflicted on the secular left across the world
over recent decades, the contamination of
democratic, secular, and revolutionary politics
by Stalinism and nationalism, and the post-
Marxist retreat to an anti-humanist politics
of ‘difference’ — all these have meant that,
for a large number of those at the sharp end
of capitalism’s ‘globalisation’, pan-Islamic
solidarity is the only game left. Moreover, as
Egbal Ahmed once observed, radical Islam
represents ‘a jihad against time’, and an
attempt to prevent capital’s ‘end of history’
by retreating from it. If we want to challenge
the ‘time’ of capital more effectively, we
need to build a secular anti-capitalist project
that pits anti-imperialist solidarity against
capital’s ‘globalising’ project and the glorifi-
cation of ‘difference’ alike. Working to stop
the war against Afghanistan has to be our
starting point.

Winning the American and western
European working class to fight against the
likes of Bush and Blair 1s (however much the
anti-capitalists of the Monbiot and Klein
school might recoil) an inescapable necessity.
The bombing of Afghanistan is, in a way, a
war without consequence. The country 1is
already a ruin, and to bomb Kabul is easy.
It’s less easy to resist working class insurgency
in Manchester or Marseilles. The best way,
ultimately the only way, of stopping
imperialist designs abroad is to reignite the

class war here.
Nick S.

Islamic feactionaries trying to overthrow a WibDohl Yes of course No offence meant, but your Question
USSR infervencd, it dida't do so to protest | VN 1 58y nocasualties, i g A e A )
’ P I mean no American casualties” kinds of casualties !

the social gains inherent in the PDP pro-
gramme, but simply because it felt the PDP
government was too weak to survive and that
the end result of its collapse would be a US-
backed regime on its border. Washington
actively undermined the Kabul government,
which in turn led to Soviet intervention.

As a foreign policy, this amounted to
insanity. In order to destabilise an already
collapsing Soviet Union, the United States
underwrote the designs of Islamic militants
in the region, and did so in collusion with the
secret service of Pakistan (which itself saw
[slam as a buffer against any threat from the
left). In the process, they delivered the Afghan
people into the arms of a fundamentalist
regime that banned alcohol, ejected women
from public life and ordered public amputa-
tions and executions.

The jihad that was launched got $10m of
American money. The CIA also allowed the
mujahedin to make a little cash on the side
from the heroin trade. The Pakistani military
safeguarded the processing labs that sprung
up along the Afghan-Pakistan border. (The
result 1s that almost all the heroin on US
streets comes from the region). For a while,
the Taliban were the people to do business
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Following the atrocities of 11th September,
our rulers have decreed that we are at war.
They tell us this 1s to secure our ‘freedom,
democracy and civilisation’, that these can
only be safeguarded by the killing of yet
more people and by us putting our own lives
in the firing line for them. We say this is
nonsense, and that our rulers’ war should be
opposed. The inevitable deaths of civilians in
Afghanistan will only lead to more hatred
being directed at the United States and its
allies. This will heighten the chances of
more terrorist attacks being committed and
the suffering of yet more working people, no
matter which passport they hold. The US
government, in a bid to control as much of
the world as possible for its capitalist
paymasters, has supported some of the most
oppressive regimes on the planet. It has
overthrown popular governments in order to
install its own puppets, and allowed the
suffering of millions for the enrichment of
the few — it 1s not the champion of freedom
it portrays itself to be.

We wholeheartedly condemn the atrocities
perpetrated against the American people on
11th September precisely because it 1s the
people themselves who suffered and who
will continue to do so. In attacking the
Afghans, the US government and its allies
are only increasing the suffering of yet more
working people. They are doing nothing to
eradicate the causes of the hatred that led to
last month’s atrocities in the first place.

This war will do nothing to stop terrorism.
Under capitalism it 1s us, the workers, who
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always suffer. When there’s a war it 1s us
who get killed, when there’s peace it 1S us
who lose our jobs while the bosses play their
global power games and cash in. War 1s good
for the state and the bosses, especially in
times of economic slowdown. This 1s exactly
what we are experiencing. War allows them
to pump the money they have stolen from us
in taxes directly into the pockets of their big
business friends. The arms manufacturers are
laughing all the way to the bank and helping
to prop up the stock exchange, while we are
thrown on the dole. War allows them to
divert our attention away from the causes of
our misery (them) by labelling anyone who
refuses their dictates as unpatriotic. Our
rulers have no interest in extending freedom,
they’ve used the fear they’ve created to call
for identity cards, the changing of the
Human Rights Act, more police and other
measures to erode what little freedom we
have. These things will do nothing to stop
the crashing of aeroplanes into buildings, but
they will help the state to clamp down on
internal dissent and the possible fight back
against job losses by the working people
who suffer them. Like all wars, this one has
been called by our rulers. It is their war, but
it will be us who pay the price for their
power struggles and their killing. Together
we can say no, together we can take back the
world from them. We must begin by stopping
their war and stopping their killings. Only
then will the phrase ‘freedom, democracy
and civilisation’ have any meaning.
Wakefield Anarchist Group
contact Ferdi@deathsdoor.com
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States don’t fight wars on a whim, but for
very specific reasons. It might be to halt the
spread of so-called ‘communism’ during the
Cold War, to defend access to Gulf o1l supplies
or to stamp their political influence in an
area like the Balkans — whatever it 1s, there
are always clear goals which the capitalist
class have in their sights before unleashing
the military. So what are they up to in
Afghanistan? What do they hope to achieve
by bombing a country ravaged by decades of
war, poverty and drought? There 1s nothing
that immediately leaps out as being vital to
the capitalists, so what are they after?

Look back before 11th September. There
were the beginnings of some very serious

economic trouble, and questions were being

asked about capital’s increasingly global
dominance, both by revolutionary and
reformist elements. The notion of
‘democracy’ (in bourgeois terms) had come
under attack during anti-capitalist protests,
which were beginning to get more dangerous
to participate in.

And then the attacks took place on New
York and Washington. I don’t suggest that
the American government had a hand in this,
but it’s becoming clear that they and their
allies have used the event as a green light to
reinforce bourgeois democratic values —
Freedom (for capital), Justice (criminalise the
working class), Civilised Society (class
society, the state, its laws and agencies). The
line between those who believe in this and
those who don’t is being redrawn, and it 1s
being demonstrated very clearly what will
happen to those who are considered to be on
the wrong side of that line. As anarchists and
anti-capitalists, we may well find ourselves
on the end of some severe repression.

So why bomb Afghanistan? What’s there to
be gained? Clearly it’s to make clear to the
world that capital will take no prisoners.
There is, of course, the desire for revenge on
the part of the American state. By bombing
the Afghans, the capitalist world 1s saying,
“don’t mess with us, we run the show”.

If it ends up in a protracted conflict, then
there will be the inevitable economic
benefits of having a war economy. The
temptation for western states to move in and
dominate the oil and opium-rich Middle East
may well be too much to withstand.

This is a political war. Our rulers will use it
in their attempt to usher in a new period of
authoritaranism, to prevent recession and

ing, stop the war
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to reimpose the dominance of ‘democratic
values’. We must keep that voice of
opposition alive.

Callum B.
e A new bogeyman
What western capital has been looking for 1s
a suitable bogeyman to pick on, as an excuse
to start moving into the Middle East and
exerting its influence. Osama bin Laden has
come along and provided the perfect
bogeyman. Afghanistan suddenly becomes
the ‘rogue state’ protécting him. Something
of a capitalist’s fairy tale, innit?

EM

In the 1950s, the bogeyman was President
Nasser of Egypt. Later on it was Idi Amin in
Uganda. In the 1990s, there were Milosevic
in Yugoslavia and Saddam Hussein in Iraq.
Of course, all of these were second-rate
compared to what the USSR kept throwing
up, but there was no way the US or UK
wanted to lock horns with them.

There are three things all these bogeymen
had in common. The west could kick their
arses without too much opposition from
other governments, they’d all been friends of
the US and UK in the past, and they were all
been described as latter-day Hitlers once the
ungrateful bastards turned on the hand that
fed them (or, in most cases, armed them). At
least bin Laden hasn’t been referred to yet as
another Hitler — but it’s only a matter of
time.

Ronnie

* View from Norwich

With the increased repression in Britain, and
with much of the world being on a war
footing, the two directions the anarchist
movement can take are manifesting them-
selves in East Anglia (home to many UK and
US mulitary bases).

On the downside, even before the bombing
began some activists were arrested and held
overnight in an effort by the state to deter
opposition. No charges have been brought so
far, but information from a reliable source
suggests this was a warning to anarchists
that they could soon be classed as terrorists.

The good news is that hundreds of people
were attending regular peace vigils i1n
Norwich, even before the first bombs fell.
And the city 1s full of posters against the use
of violence by governments.

Rory Bowskill

Anarchist Information Network, Norwich
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PRISON FEATURE

Mark Barnsley on the

ineteenth century Irish immigrants
fleeing poverty and starvation were
lured to Argentina with the promise
of work on the huge and remote estancias.
Here, i1solated and vulnerable, they were
rapidly forced into debt by the over-inflated
prices of the company store. Many were
compelled to sign away their freedom to
become company slaves.

The company store i1s a cornerstone of
freebooting capitalism, earning it a special
place in the pantheon of working class
hatred. It features in literature and song.
With this and the workhouse, there’s little
wonder that most working class people still
have an all-pervading fear of debt to this day.

Company stores undoubtedly still exist to
exploit workers on the wild frontiers of
capitalism, and it’s not all that long since
British pit villages were subject to this
enforced monopoly. When i1t comes to actual
enslavement though, modern first-world
capitalism 1s generally more subtle.

However, there’s one place in the world
where slavery is still regarded as entirely
acceptable, indeed where it is flourishing as
never before, led (like so many things) by the
ubiquitous forces of American capital.
Having plundered the third world with
impunity for so long, first-world capitalism
has now turned its attention to the incarcerated
working class in its own prisons, potentially
a rich source of exploitable labour. Even forced
labour 1s considered entirely acceptable.

As 1n prisons elsewhere, compulsory work
has long been an intrinsic part of the British
penal experience. But earlier prisoncrats
rarely had the audacity to imagine they could
turn a profit from a belligerent workforce.
All that’s changed, with the establishment of
a prison Industrial complex based on the
American blueprint. For much of the past
decade, British prisoners have been subdued
and manipulated, coerced and tricked into a
compliant state, not least through the
Incentives and Earned Privileges Scheme

Freedom Press
Bookshop

(in Angel Alley)
84b Whitechapel High Street
London E1 7QX

— opening hours —
Monday to Friday 10.30am - 6pm
Saturday 11am - 5pm

Books can be ordered from the above address.
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— ORDERING DETAILS —
Titles distributed by Freedom Press (marked*) are
post-frée inland (add 15% postage and packing to
overseas orders). For other titles add 10% towards
p&p inland, 20% overseas.
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Friends and supporters of Mark Barnsley protest outside the Home Office, 8th June 200

(IEP). This 1s one of the state’s more subtle
and ingenious methods of subjugation.
Prisoners are now ripe for exploitation by
private capital.

The private prison companies are making
profits as never before. They have a big
investment in New Labour’s draconian penal
policies in every sense, initially subsidising a
massive prison-building programme while
reaping enormous profits in return. Altcourse
Prison, for example, built and run by Group
4, has paid for itself in only three years, with
the next 22 years of its contract being pure
profit for the company.

Increasingly, these companies are also able
to make a fast buck from forced prison labour,
doubly exploiting those they incarcerate.
Last year, prison labour made £52.9 million
for private companies and the state.

The token remuneration prisoners receive
for their labour is still remarkably small,
with prisoners earning pennies rather than
pounds for an hour’s work. But even these
pitifully small wages are seen as fair game
by capitalism. Intrinsic to the IEP scheme is
the restriction of incoming property and
commodities. In some jails, prisoners can not
even have so much as a postage stamp sent
in. At the same time, prisoners are required
to buy more and more things than ever before,
because of cutbacks in prison spending. In
effect, they have to subsidise their own
incarceration. |

So-called ‘special orders’, which allowed
prisoners to purchase goods from other
sources, were outlawed some years ago
(when the IEP scheme was introduced), so
everything has to be bought from the prison
canteen — the penal equivalent of the
company store. Even remand prisoners are
being prevented from having the most basic
items sent in, and with prisoners in England
and Wales spending £500,000 a week on
canteen goods, this monopoly is another
attractive proposition for the ever-greedy
forces of capitalism.

The private prison companies are in an
ideal position. They own the prisons, they
own the workshops and they own the
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