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WEF cops | Yet¢ another rai

turn violent

merican cops were accused of launch-
ing unprovoked attacks on protesters
last week, during a heavily-guarded
summit of world bosses in New York. The
annual meeting of the World Economic
Forum (WEF), which began on 31st January,
was held in the city’s Waldorf-Astoria hotel.
Around 2,700 WEF members, including Bill
Gates, US Secretary of State Colin Powell
and new Afghan boss Hamid Karzai, met to
discuss prospects for the world economy.

Over 25,000 anti-capitalist activists took to
the streets during the four-day event, which
was being held for the first time outside
Switzerland. Organisers-claimed they could
no longer afford to hold the summit in the ski
resort of Davos, because of the high cost of
security in recent years. They said that the
cost of countering protests there last year
amounted to over £3m.

Fighting broke out between demonstrators
and police on Saturday 2nd February, when
cops moved to enforce an obscure nineteenth
century law against the wearing of masks.
There were reports of mace spray and batons
being used, resulting in several minor injuries.
Cops were enforcing a law passed in 1845,
in response to attacks on landlords by tenant
farmers in masks.

One protester, Sonia Sayers, said that cops
began pushing protesters when a march
organised by reform group Another World i1s
Possible reached the junction of 5th Avenue
and 59th Street in the early afternoon. She
said she had been knocked to the ground by
a police charge, and had to be helped away to
avoid being trampled.

The march was allowed to continue when
members of a black bloc linked arms and
pushed police lines back. But an hour later,
there was a second cop attack further down
the route. Despite chants of ‘the whole world
1s watching you’, the police arrested nine
demonstrators. There were a further 27 arrests
outside Central Park’s Plaza hotel, allegedly
for ‘disorderly conduct’.

Anarchists from a north American activist
group, the Anti-Capitalist Convergence, last
week explained why the protests were being
held. “We recognise that the power of our
rulers can only be maintained by terror. Both
governments and terrorists are ultimately
playing the same game — the manipulation of
ordinary people’s sense of fear and insecurity
for political gain. We, on the other hand,
stand 1n absolute rejection of any politics of
terror. That 1s why we are taking action now,
here in New York™.
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he national rail network 1s 1n crisis yet
again. Predictably, sections of the
capitalist press have blamed ‘leftwing’
railworkers for the wave of strike actions that
began last month. But ask any rank-and-file
worker, and you're likely to get a very
different view.

The strikes are the result of the anger and
frustration built up since April 1994, when
the previously state-owned railways were
privatised. The privatisation programme split
a deliberately rundown rail network into 25
private Train Operating Companies (TOCs),
and effectively threw the railway system,
and 1ts workers, to the wolves.

The result has been staffing levels cut to the
bone, and profit instead of safety as the over-
riding priority. In a deliberate ploy, railworkers
have been played off against one another.

Train drivers, most of them members of
ASLEF, have been given much-needed pay
rises. Other workers, mostly members of the
RMT, have been denied parity.

This has been done cynically, within a
negotiating structure — continued by ‘New’
Labour — which pays lip service to collective
bargaining while it repeatedly screws front-
line workers. This manipulation of workers
is at the crux of the strike action by guards
and station workers alike.

South West Trains, which serves routes
round London, last year offered drivers an
18-month deal, giving a 3.8% increase with
effect from last April. This was followed by
a further 3.8% increase in October. Other
workers were offered half as much.

Then Scotrail drivers went on strike for
equality with their counterparts in southern
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England. Arriva Trains Northern gave their
drivers an 18.5% deal, while conductors were
offered 3%.

On First North Western, station staff were
due to return their ballot papers this week, to
decide whether to strike over demands for
pay parity with guards and a 35 hour week.
They are also -deeply unhappy at bullying by
management.

Meanwhile, the TOCs are trying to secure
contractual deals which give them the right
to force other workers, such as train drivers,
to scab work when guards strike. The fine
print of the new contracts should be read
carefully, as the faceless fat cats continue
their quest for profits.

Jones the Steam
* Malatesta on the General Strike as a weapon,
see comment on page 6
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