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We can’t ignore
the countryside

On Sunday 22nd September, rural toffs
of the Countryside Alliance will hold
what they hope is a huge march in
London in support of their ‘traditional
right’ to tear foxes apart.

Here a Freedom correspondent reports
on the mood among the farming
communities of West Wales in the
weeks leading up to the event.

he perception that the local economy
and ‘way of life’ are under pressure 1s
being used to bump up the numbers
who’ll go. There’s a feeling that people from
the metropolis (the urbanites who effectively
run the country, or like to think they do)
simply don’t care about rural problems or

don’t understand them, and that country |

people are being stomped on. This seems a
good reason to get out and show that the
countryside can’t and shouldn’t be ignored.

One of the main focuses 1s animal abuse
and slaughter. People here do it for a living,
lamb and beef farming being big in these
parts, so what’s the fuss about a few foxes?
A major local employer 1s the big slaughter-
house at Llanbydder. It stinks, but I know
people who work there because nobody else
will, and it pays good money.

Many farmers are indifferent to hunting,
whilst others are for or against. But the antis
among the farmers don’t get mentioned in
Countryside Alliance propaganda, so nobody
knows about them. The CA has also put the
frighteners on shooters and anglers, even
though their chosen forms of killing aren’t
yet under threat.

Recently we’ve been hammered again
economically. The clothing manufacturer
Dewhursts has shipped its entire manufactur-
ing process to Morocco to take advantage of
much cheaper labour. Around 1,600 jobs
have gone for good as a result.

Tourism 1s very patchy, as Pembrokeshire
corners the market while the rest of us are
ignored. The weather doesn’t help — who
wants to spend a week sitting in constant sea
mist and drizzle on the west coast of Wales?
(I blame the government).

Lots of people are self-employed, or work
for small ex-hippy dropouts from the 1970s
and 1980s. Some of these have cracked a
niche market, but many have failed. Overall,
unemployment never seems to go up, it’s just
that we keep losing jobs. |

Housing i1sn’t a big issue. People just accept
that this 1s a low-wage economy, and that if
you want to get ahead you’ve got to get out.
Most of the ‘locals’ have lived and worked in
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A fifth of the world’s population lives on less than $1 a day ...
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The UN World Summition g‘t‘ial Development which finished in South Africa on 4th September ‘ _ i

and hunger. But cynics were quick to point out that its pr
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ecessor in Rio in 1992 had producedlitt

alaction and asked

why this time should be any different. Official¢¢disputed thi interpretation, however. How could critics say the*summit was
unconcerned with hunger and thirst, they asked, when on the first day alone 5,000 bottles of mineral water, 5,000
oysters, 1,000lb of lobster; 250Ib of Beluga caviar, 4,000IB of steaks and chicken and 400 bottles of Champagne
were laid on for the representatives of government and big business who attended?

Bash the fash in Bialystock

1alystok 1s a city in north eastern
Poland with a proud history of anti-
fascist struggle dating from the
second world war. In modern times, Nazi
scum still walk the streets of Polish cities,
Bialystok included. Local anarchists and
anti-fascists have waged bloody and hard,
uncompromising war against them for years.
Radical Anti-Fascist Action in our city 1s
now one of the very few militant anti-fascist
groups that still exists in Poland. We still
continue our fight against all odds.
During these hard times, many of our
comrades have been injured or suffered legal
trouble. But we’ve managed to limit Nazi

activity here and stopped them from
controlling the streets. Although there are
still many of them, no Nazi can feel safe.

During all the time we’ve been active, we
wouldn’t have been so successful if we hadn’t
had help from foreign comrades. Many times
we’ve got support when we’ve needed it.

Now active anti-fascists and anarchists in
our city face increased state repression. Four
people are on trial following different
actions, two of the trials being clear frame-
ups prepared by Nazis in order to silence
active antifa members.

One of us has already spent four months in
prison, and some of us are facing very

serious consequences from our involvement
in direct actions and in social struggles.
We’ve spent tons of money on lawyers, and
we need a Jot more to defend ourselves
successfully and to increase our activity.
We’d like to appeal to concerned anti-fascists
all around the world to help us in any way
possible. We want more contact with militant
antifa crews to exchange experiences.
Anybody who can support us, organise
benefits or whatever, please.get in touch.
RAFA
To contact Radical Anti-Fascist Action write to
PO Box 43, 15-662 Bialystok 26, Poland or email
soja2(@poczta.onet.pl
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