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We can’t ignore 
the countryside
On Sunday 22nd September, rural toffs 
of the Countryside Alliance will hold 
what they hope is a huge march in 
London in support of their ‘traditional 
right* to tear foxes apart.
Here a Freedom correspondent reports 
on the mood among the farming 
communities of West Wales in the 
weeks leading up to the event.

T
he perception that the local economy 
and ‘way of life’ are under pressure is 
being used to bump up the numbers 
who’ll go. There’s a feeling that people from 

the metropolis (the urbanites who effectively 
run the country, or like to think they do) 
simply don’t care about rural problems or 
don’t understand them, and that country 
people are being stomped on. This seems a 
good reason to get out and show that the 
countryside can’t and shouldn’t be ignored.

One of the main focuses is animal abuse 
and slaughter. People here do it for a living, 
lamb and beef farming being big in these 
parts, so what’s the fuss about a few foxes? 
A major local employer is the big slaughter­
house at Llanbydder. It stinks, but I know 
people who work there because nobody else 
will, and it pays good money.

Many farmers are indifferent to hunting, 
whilst others are for or against. But the antis 
among the farmers don’t get mentioned in 
Countryside Alliance propaganda, so nobody 
knows about them. The CA has also put the 
frighteners on shooters and anglers, even 
though their chosen forms of killing aren’t 
yet under threat.

Recently we’ve been hammered again 
economically. The clothing manufacturer 
Dewhursts has shipped its entire manufactur­
ing process to Morocco to take advantage of 
much cheaper labour. Around 1,600 jobs 
have gone for good as a result.

Tourism is very patchy, as Pembrokeshire 
comers the market while the rest of us are 
ignored. The weather doesn’t help - who 
wants to spend a week sitting in constant sea 
mist and drizzle on the west coast of Wales? 
(I blame the government).

Lots of people are self-employed, or work 
for small ex-hippy dropouts from the 1970s 
and 1980s. Some of these have cracked a 
niche market, but many have failed. Overall, 
unemployment never seems to go up, it’s just 
that we keep losing jobs.

Housing isn’t a big issue. People just accept 
that this is a low-wage economy, and that if 
you want to get ahead you’ve got to get out. 
Most of the ‘locals’ have lived and worked in 
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ial Development which finished in South Africa on 4th September ta 
quick to point out that its predecessor in Rio in 1992 had produced

out ending poverty 
ction and asked

The UN World Summit on Soc
and hunger. But cynics were
why this time should be any different. Official*disputed thik interpretation, however. How could critics say the summit was 

unconcerned with hunger and thirst, they asked, when on the first day alone 5,000 bottles of mineral water, 5,000 
oysters, 1,0001b of lobster, 2501b of Beluga caviar, 4,0001b of steaks and chicken and 400 bottles of Champagne 

were laid on for the representatives of government and big business who attended?

A fifth of the world’s population lives on less than $1 a day

B
ialystok is a city in north eastern 
Poland with a proud history of anti­
fascist struggle dating from the 
second world war. In modem times, Nazi 

scum still walk the streets of Polish cities, 
Bialystok included. Local anarchists and 
anti-fascists have waged bloody and hard, 
uncompromising war against them for years. 
Radical Anti-Fascist Action in our city is 
now one of the very few militant anti-fascist 
groups that still exists in Poland. We still 
continue our fight against all odds.

During these hard times, many of our 
comrades have been injured or suffered legal 
trouble. But we’ve managed to limit Nazi

activity here and stopped them from 
controlling the streets. Although there are 
still many of them, no Nazi can feel safe.

During all the time we’ve been active, we 
wouldn’t have been so successful if we hadn’t 
had help from foreign comrades. Many times 
we’ve got support when we’ve needed it.

Now active anti-fascists and anarchists in 
our city face increased state repression. Four 
people are on trial following different 
actions, two of the trials being clear frame- 
ups prepared by Nazis in order to silence 
active antifa members.

One of us has already spent four months in 
prison, and some of us are facing very

serious consequences from our involvement 
in direct actions and in social struggles. 
We’ve spent tons of money on lawyers, and 
we need a lot more to defend ourselves 
successfully and to increase our activity.

We’d like to appeal to concerned anti-fascists 
all around the world to help us in any way 
possible. We want more contact with militant 
antifa crews to exchange experiences. 
Anybody who can support us, organise 
benefits or whatever, please get in touch.

RAFA
To contact Radical Anti-Fascist Action write to 
PO Box 43, 15-662 Bialystok 26, Poland or email 
soja2@poczta.onet.pl

mailto:soja2%40poczta.onet.pl
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Anarchists work towards a society of 

mutual aid and voluntary co-operation. 

We reject all government and economic 

repression. This newspaper, published a 
continuously since 1936, exists to 

explain anarchism more widely and 

show that only in an anarchist society 

can human freedom thrive. 

What anarchism 
means to me

I
n 1929 Alexander Berkman, in his book ABC 
of Anarchism, made an important point: 
“Now what makes governments exist? The 
armies and navies? yes, but only apparently 

so. What supports the armies and navies? It is 
the belief of the people, of the masses, that 
government is necessary ... That is its real and 
solid foundation. Take that ... away, and no 
government could last another day”.

The same point was made two centuries 
earlier by the philosopher David Hume, whose 
essay The First Principles of Government begins: 
“Nothing appears more surprising to those who 
consider human affairs with a philosophical 
eye than the easiness with which the many 
are governed by the few ... when we enquire 
by what means this wonder is effected, we 
shall find that, as force is always on the side of 
the governed, the governors have nothing to 
support them but opinion. It is therefore on 
opinion only that government is founded."

On the point I think Hume and Berkman 
were right; and so anarchism, to me, is action 
that discredits the opinion that government is 
necessary. Now what sort of action is that?

The opinion that the sun moves round the 
earth was discredited by science; but science, 
which requires controlled experiments, can 
hardly shake the opinion that government is 
necessary. How about appealing to history? 
The historical evidence seems to be that all 
the good things government is thought 
necessary for - security, peace, prosperity, 
etc. - are not actually delivered by it, but 
destroyed: the present state of the world, 
after thousands of years of government, is 
calamitous. But most people do not feel 
responsible for the world, and do not 
connect its present state (if they think about 
it at all) with their own particular separate 
government, to which they cling for the 
security they still think it provides.

Evidently the opinion that government is 
necessary will never be discredited until those 
who hold it wake up and look into it seriously 
for themselves, questioning all the traditional 
ideas about government with which their 
heads have been stuffed for millennia. Then 
they would be such sane, compassionate 
human beings that they would naturally, 
without being governed by the few, find 
themselves creating a paradise on earth. Who 
could stop them?

Pointing all this out is anarchism.
Francis Ellingham

What does anarchism mean to you? Send in your 
contributions for this column (300 words please).

Freedom Anarchist Fortnightly 
84b Whitechapel High Street 

London E1 7QX

e-mail FreedomCopy@aol.com
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London for a while. Conversely, there’s quite 
a few Londoners who live here, having got 
out of the rat race or retired.

Certainly the local builders and ancillary 
trades are doing well, when they remove their 
stetsons and mosey on down to the building 
sites. Other trades and services thrive, 
including carpets, furniture and electrical 
goods.

As for the farmers themselves, the foot and 
mouth crisis (which everyone blames the 
government for mishandling) hurt them 
badly, even though it didn’t directly affect 
the area. The BSE crisis didn’t help much 
either. As a vegetarian it’s hard to feel much 
sympathy for these people, but they’re the 
backbone of the local economy.

They’re continually complaining about 
quotas and subsidies and all the forms they 
have to fill in. Most are wedded to market 
economics - until these work against them. 
The supermarkets buy their produce at dirt- 
cheap prices (they can always threaten to get 
it from abroad, where it’s cheaper) and with 
quotas the farms can’t expand production 
even if there’s the demand.

Most of the younger generation don’t want 
to work on farms. It’s too much hard work, 
much of it physically demanding, and it’s too 
insecure. You never know what you’ll be 
earning, it’s much better to get an office job 
with steady pay and decent working condi­
tions. And someone else has the worry of 
doing the accounts and filling in the forms.

It’s reckoned that the average age of 
farmers is well over 60 (and most farms are 
family freeholds). Sheep are practically 
worthless and the hills are covered with 
animals the farmers can’t get rid of because 
they’re too old (they even tried dumping 
them on the RSPCA saying that if the 
organisation cared so much for animal 
welfare they should pay for the upkeep 
themselves - ouch!).

Another factor that has to be taken into 
account is the cost of transport. The people 
behind the petrol price protests a couple of 
years back are also involved in the 
Countryside Alliance and Farmers for Action. 
So don’t be surprised if similar protests start 
happening again.

This could be due to various factors. 
Obviously in the long term oil is going to 
become scarcer, simply because it’s a finite 
resource that’s being used up. This means 
it’ll become more expensive. In the short 
term, we could see a price hike if there’s a

• Tory pratt (and leader) Ian Duncan Smith is 
to take his family on the Countryside 
Alliance march on 22nd September to show 
his support for foxhunting. Although he 
doesn’t hunt himself, he shoots and fishes. 
Last month he insisted that “hunting is not an 
oppressive pastime”, explaining that “this is 
all about freedom”.

• Also going on the march will be many of 
the so-called ‘non-political’ royals, though it 
was unclear last week whether Prince 
Charles would succeed in his attempts to 
forbid Camilla Parker Bowles from attending. 
The Times helpfully reported on 29th August 
that Charles “recognises the sensitivity of 
not becoming embroiled”, although he’s 
known to share Parker Bowles’s feelings on 
the matter.

• Why are the royals so keen on hunting? 
Read all about it in the latest RPM pamphlet, 
The Rich at Play, available from Freedom 
Press, price £4, p&p 50p in UK, £ I elsewhere, 
or read it on the web at www.red-star- 
research.org.uk

The Cunningham
Amendment
Volume 5, number I

Self-proclaimed Journal of the East Pennine 
Anarcrisps, The Cunningham Amendment is like 
no other anarchist publication. Hand-printed 
on a clam-action platen press, it uses gunmetal 
parchment and hammered papers.
“Dedicated to Revolutionary Acts of Joy and 
Irreverence in a World Increasingly Weighed 
Down by Sterile Bureaucracies”, this issue 
contains articles on Russian radical Mikhail 
Bakhtin, the history of laughter and exploding 
crisps.
TCA subscription policy is different too. 
“Subscriptions are a matter of personal 
responsibility. A few stamps or a modest 
amount of cash will secure an issue or two”. 
Available from 1005 Huddersfield Road, Bradford 
BD12 8LP.

war on Iraq, which may have consequences 
for the production of Saudi and Iranian oil. 
This would also lead to a scarcity of fuel.

So as far as some people round here are 
concerned, the march could be seen as 
something of a last hurrah, one final throw of 
the dice before the whole thing goes belly 
up. No doubt many will see it as a good 
excuse to go to London on a cheap day 
return for some shopping (if they’ve got any 
spare money) or to socialise. And then 
they’ll come home again, the same way we 
did after the big demos in the 1970s and 
1980s - and nothing will have changed.
If you want to put an anarchist view of all 

this, probably the best place to start isn’t to 
chant urban class warrior slogans at people. 
It may go down well with the urban working 
class, but the marchers in a fortnight’s time 
simply won’t be interested as they’re working 
to a different agenda and have different 
concerns.

If anything it would be counterproductive, 
as rural folk take a pretty dim view, not only 
of the urban middle classes who see the 
countryside as an idyllic backdrop for their 
weekend cottages, but also of the proles who 
just want to use it as their playground. So 
telling them what they should be doing from 
an urban perspective isn’t going to prove 
popular or - more importantly - influential.

It’s also important to remember that both 
rural and urban working classes contain 
people who indulge in animal abuse (badger 
baiting and so forth), just as much as the 
middle and upper classes. To make our 
opposition to the Countryside Alliance a 
class issue, in other words, is to miss the 
point. In my opinion, banning foxhunting is 
one reform the state can concede without 
much of a class struggle going on.

At the heart of the farming crisis the 
contradictions of a capitalist economy are 
laid bare. As consumers it’s in our economic 
interest to have food as cheap as possible. 
The major supermarkets want to maximise 
their profits, so they squeeze producers, staff 
and consumers alike. It’s in the economic 
interest of farmers to get the highest price for 
their products. There’s simply no way this 
circle can be squared short of the abolition of 
capitalism itself.

Ultimately, what people here want is to be 
left alone to get on with their traditional 
ways of doing things. They’ll take any money 
going from everybody else, but otherwise 
it’s a case of keep off our land! The only 
problem, of course, is that in a global economy 
their traditional way of doing things is 
changing and they’re ill-equipped to deal 
with it.

What can anarchists offer them? Farmers 
aren’t going to be very impressed with 
promises of collectivisation (they have their 
own co-ops and farmers’ markets already). 
This will particularly be the case if the 
people taking over don’t know anything 

about farming (remember the Stalinist 
devastation of the Ukraine in the 1930s).

In the long run, globalisation is unsustainable 
and we should encourage farmers to stay on 
the land and keep farming it. We’re going to 
need their produce in the future, especially if 
it’s organic.

We should be pressing for the creation of 
more light industrial workshops in villages, 
in order to keep employment local. Credit 
unions and LETS may help some people 
survive, though I tend to think of them as a 
form of self-managed poverty. By all means 
express opposition to all forms of animal 
abuse, but don’t expect to make many 
converts on that score.

Realistically, we can’t offer any complete 
solutions to the problems of country people 
this side of the revolution. And after it, I 
think, they’ll sort out their problems for 
themselves.

But we do need to think more about this, 
beyond the level of gross generalisations and 
sloganeering. Given that these people provide 
the food for the urbanites, they need to be 
listened to. You wouldn’t want to wake up 
one morning to find the supermarkets empty, 
would you?

Richard A. 
Protest against the foxhunters’ march on 22nd 
September, I lam onwards in Parliament Square. 
Bring your own entertainment to wave at the 
village idiots as they pass!
Protest called by Class War, the Movement Against 
the Monarchy and the Urban Alliance. Visit 
www.classwaruk.org or www.geocities.com/ 
urbanalliance or email classwaruk@fastmail.fm
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