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Palestine:

an eyewitness
report

“This moment is both an opportunity and a
test for all parties in the Middle East: an
opportunity to lay the foundations of future
peace; a test to show who is serious about
peace and who is not. The choice here is
stark and simple. The Bible says, ‘I have set
before you life and death; therefore, choose
life’. The time has arrived for everyone in

this conflict to choose peace, and hope, and
life.” — George W. Bush, 25th June 2002

hoever wrote these words for Bush
carefully avoided the fact that the
US donates more aid to Israel
than to any other country on the planet,
something like $15 billion a year. Despite
Israel’s continued refusal to recognise both
UN resolution 242 and the international calls
for the withdrawal of its troops from the
Palestinian territories occupied in 1967, the
US hasn’t bombed Israel once. Yet it’s been
very busy bombing dozens of other countries
who’ve done nothing to contravene inter-
national law.

As many anarchist writers attest, the
difference between the words of liberal
democracies and their deeds are often vast,
but in the case of the USA the sheer
hypocrisy of Bush’s ‘serious’ call for peace
1s staggering. Above all, bringing the Bible
into the argument i1s hardly a helpful
contribution to a conflict that’s prolonged by
a fanatical adherence to interpretations of
ancient religious texts.

Gunfire, live ammunition, plastic bullets,
sound bombs, heavy machine guns, shells,
tear gas, tanks, jeeps, Armoured Personnel
Carriers, soldiers, checkpoints, collective
punishments, demolished houses, police
brutality, prison, armed teenage Zionist
settlers who terrorise olive pickers for kicks —
these are just a few aspects of the turmoil that
constitutes everyday life for the Palestinian
people, thanks to fanaticism like: this.

Some claim two cultures are strangling
each other and no side is better or worse off
than the other, but this is plain wrong. I've
seen Tel Aviv. There are no checkpoints
there. There are tidy streets that haven’t been
ripped up by bulldozers. There’s employment.
There are bars, open shops, cinemas and
theatres. There’s no occupational army, with
tanks on the streets that kill, detain,
humiliate, beat and arrest people every day.

There’s tension there of course, but it’s the
tension of a population that won’t listen. It’s
the self-destructive tension of blind arrogance,
bred by the security of knowing that, what-
ever you do, the biggest and most powerful
imperial power in the world will always look
after you. Israel is the spoilt brat of geo-
politics, facing the resistance of a more
restrained, civilised neighbour that refuses to
give in. The Palestinian civilisation may have
been driven into the mire of poverty, martyr-
dom and death, but it won’t leave its
(continued on page 2)
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Beyond bourgeois ‘democracy’, the popular assemblies of Argentina are proof of a ...
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On 20th December last year, thousands of Argentinians took the streets of Buenos Aires as their country’s economy collapsed.
This year, to mark the first anniversary of the start of a South American revolution, days of disobedience are being held around
the world.To find out about some of the events that are taking place in Britain, visit www.wombles.org.uk
lain McKay assesses the prospects for permanent change in Argentina, page four

he morning was freezing but bright and
sunny as we cycled to Trondheim’s
law courts on 26th November. A
cyclist was on trial, following a Critical
Mass ride in the city on 21st September.
Inside the court, everything was still. The
players were a three-judge panel (one
permanent judge and two lay judges drawn
from the community), the police lawyer, one
witness for the prosecution (a police officer),
the cyclist himself and nine witnesses for the
defence. All the witnesses for the defence
were present in court, but the cyclist wasn’t
allowed to call any of them.

In the end, the cyclist won, even though
he’d been denied his rights to representation
and to call witnesses. The trial lasted four
hours and the verdict was given in the
afternoon. He was found not guilty on two
out of the three charges made against him.

On the first charge, of resisting arrest, the
court found that passive non-reaction to arrest
(going limp) wasn’t the same as resisting it.
This set a precedent, of course, in a legal
debate that’s been discussed for years.

The second charge, of carrying a dangerous
weapon, was important for the following
reason. The cyclist had in his possession a
‘Leatherman’, a multi-purpose tool handy
for bicycle repair. Carrying it isn’t illegal
except under certain circumstances. One of
these circumstances (here’s the important part)
is on a demonstration. The legal argument
then centred (you guessed it) on whether a
Critical Mass 1s or isn’t a demonstration.

The police lawyer went all out on this one.
By finding the cyclist not guilty, the court 1n
effect declared that Critical Mass i1sn’t a
demo and i1s, therefore, legal. In fact, it was
labelled a ‘congregation’ both in the court’s

Key win in Norway case

papers and 1n its verdict. This choice of
wording may just sound like legal jargon, but
it’ll have an extremely important and positive
impact on the treatment of riders who take part
in future Critical Mass rides (or congregations).
So, the cyclist was cleared on two out of
three charges. On the third count, of failing
to identify himself when asked to do so by
police, he was fined just 2,000 kroner. The
court refused to levy costs against him, and
he’ll get his Leatherman back. In addition,
neutral reaction to arrest isn’t resistance and
Critical Mass rides are now legal in
Trondheim. The court’s decisions throughout
were unanimous. The police have appealed
against the verdict. Central to this is their
outrage that Critical Masses can now ride
legally. They’re insisting that a Mass really is

a demonstration after all.
Christa
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