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ony Blair hed to get our support tor
the US invasion of Iraq. Of the pre-

war justifications for an attack, not
a single one has been proved true. There
were no Weapons of Mass Destruction
(Blair now talks of ‘programmes’ rather
than of the weapons themselves).
Instead of a Hitlerian war machine,
Anglo-American forces were faced with
a clapped out state, using decades-old
technology to resist the world’s most
technologically advanced war torce.

We shouldn’t be surprised. Iraq was,
after all, picked precisely because it was
weak. It presented no threat. The disputed
dossier, picked over in minute detail by
the Hutton Enquiry, is a side issue. There’s
no difference between ‘sexing up’ a
dossier and selectively picking and
exaggerating ‘intelligence’. The real issue
1s that the government lied to justify an
illegal, immoral and imperialist war and
that (most of) the mainstream media
went along with the lies.

Since September 11th, the US has killed
at least three times the number of
civilians murdered that day in 2001. In
[raq alone, at least two times that number
(over 6,000) have died. If Iraqi sources
are to be believed, over 30,000 civilians
were killed. But only Western victims
seem to count, both literally and figura-
tively (the US military machine has made
it clear it doesn’t count civilian deaths).

The hypocrisy of the United States
knows no bounds. Dead civilians are
only important when they further
American interests, apparently. The
people Saddam killed in the 1980s and
In 1991 only became important when
they were dead, when his regime had
become a hindrance to the USA. No
doubt the same will be true, years from
now, for the victims of tyrants the
American state supports today.

All these things are, or should be,
truisms. But the ability of the main-

stream media, even at its most critical,
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Ithough the title of the new CD
from US punk band Pennywise

echoes Springsteen’s recent
recording, The Rising, it’s a million
miles away from liberal moralising and
politically correct gestures, finds Terry
Flute. The band just doesn’t buy into
the American dream.

From the Ashes has fewer directly
political songs than the band’s last
offering, but the message is still the
same: don’t trust governments, don’t
believe the media lies. take control of
your own life, break fee.

Punk has always preached self-reliance
and freedom from the alienation of
McLife (remember The Clash’s Career
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to kow-tow to POWCT IS incredible.
Rather than report the truth and put it
in context. the journalists and editors
twist and turn to obscure reality and

repeat the party line.

What now?

Anarchists Oppose the occupation ol
Iraq. Bush’s request for $87 billion to
supplement the billions already wasted
on war i1s a sick j0ke. These resources
should be used to Improve the ll\'mg
standards of the world’s population,
not to feed the corrupt US corporate
system. Claims that Bush 1s acting to
benefit the Iraqi people are nonsense.
The American request for United
Nations intervention is for America’s
benefit only; The president wants to
relieve the military of its burdens in
Iraq only so it can be used to threaten
states elsewhere.

To those who say the Americans
shouldn’t leave until they’ve fixed what
they broke, we reply that no construc-
tive work can occur as long as the
occupiers remain. Until they go, resources
will inevitably be directed to the
detence and interest of the occupying
power rather than of the Iraqi people.
The truth 1s that Irag can only be rebuilt
in the interests of the Iraqi people when
they do the rebuilding for themselves.
An Iraq rebuilt under occupation will
be rebuilt in the interests of the

occupiers — which 1s what the US has
already begun to do.

More than this, Iraq will only be free
when its people control their fate
directly. This can only be done through
a federation of community and work-
place assemblies, which 1s how an
anarchist society would run. While Iraq
retains government and capitalism, it
can only be rebuilt in the interests of
the powerful minority, whether they're
[raqi bosses or American ones. In other
words, the struggle against imperial

Opportunities?). “I need something to
change, something to break, some way
to get away,” sings lead singer Jim on
Something to Change. Things get
bleaker on Look Who You Are: “so
pretend it’s okay, look who you are,
just a member of society, in a tragic
comedy, pretending it will be okay, look
who you are, just a particle in history.”
Sung by many bands these sentiments
would be crass. What sets Pennywise
apart 1s that they mean it. They're also
serious about music having a political
purpose. Like fellow musicians from
Rancid, The Hope Conspiracy or Sick
of It All; punk isn’t a passing fashion
tor them. As they promised on their
Straight Ahead album, they’re “hardcore
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occupation must be a struggle against

home-grown as well as foreign capitalism.

What about Britain?
The Stop the War Coalition (STWC)
failed to stop the war, which isn’t

!
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surprising. Marching from A to B, though
sometimes necessary, doesn'’t stop the
state. The massive march on 15th
February 1s proot of that. But incredibly
this didn’t stopped the STWC from
billing today’s march as “a huge protest

which Tony Blair can’t ignore”. |
While an STWC march allows the
Socialist Workers Party to sell more
papers (the Coalition 1s an SWP front,
after all), it won’t bring peace to Iraq.
[t just shows up the weakness of liberal

pacitism and the reformist, opportunistic

until the day we die.”

Politics matter to them too. Jim
again: “my politics were intluenced by
the bands I listened to, like Black Flag
and Circle Jerks. I try to put my politics
into my songs and hope people will go
otf and read stuft.” There aren’t many
bands who would release a single called
Fuck Authority, but Pennywise did.
There are plenty of songs on From the
Ashes, like God Save America, Holiday
in the Sun (nort a Pistols cover) and This
1s Only A Test, which pull no punches
as to what they think of the American
government. Pictures of cluster bombs
and dead Iraqis on the CD’s case ram
the message home.

From the Ashes, is released by Epitaph

and directionless politics of the SWP.
Only direct action, based on a move-
ment which links war to the system
which creates 1t and hghts both, can
stop the war machine. Marches are only
a launching pad for more effective action
- blockades, occupations, strikes, walk-
outs. While the STWC and SWP pay
lip-service to actions of this sort, they
clearly can’t organise them. We live in a
society where people don’t usually fight
even for their own interests, never mind
in solidanty with ftellow workers in other
countries. We have a long way to go.
Only a strong anti-parliamentarian
movement, which fights capitalism and
the state in workplaces and communities,
can be the basis for an effective anti-war |

campaign. Building this movement 1s

HAVANA APPEAL

move from dictatorship to

bourgeois democracy looks likely

in Cuba, at least in the long term.
For the nme being, however, Fidel
Castro’s secret police have stepped up
their war on dissent, reports Octavio

Alberola.

There is every indication that the
transition to democracy won'’t occur
until after the dictator’s death. Before
then the prospects for liberalisation of
the regime are virtually nil, so the
opposition faces enormous difficulties.
The situation of anarchists in particular
won't be helped by the European
Community and the USA, who are doing
all they can to bring abour a regime that

ofters guarantees for their own economic

MESSAGE TO BLAIR: TROOPS OUT

our task. To stop the next war we need
to show the link between militarism
ind capitalism. We need to show that
the resources wasted 1n killing people
are the product of our unpaid labour
and can and should be used to improve
our lives, both here and abroad.

War 1s the health of the state and it
can only be stopped by mass resistance.
This wall be a lot harder than marching
trom Hyde Park to Tratalgar Square. It
means long, sometimes boring, activiry
in the places where we live and work. It
means building the spint of revolt and
solidarity, so that people feel they have
the power to change things by their
own efforts. It will take time and it wall
be ditficult. But it’s the only way.

See Iraq report on page 4, editorial in page 6

interests. They want to integrate Cuba
tully into the worldwide capitalist
order. Their pursuit of this end 1s
increasingly brazen, which is why only
dissident groups that share their
ideology get any support from them.

Libertarian dissidents, because they
oppose these and all states and political
parties that take part in the representa-
tive farce known as democracy, are
taced with highly unfavourable
circumstances if they're to make their
voices heard.

various activists in Europe and the United
States are currently setting up a support group
for Cuban anarchists and independent trade
unionists. For more information, email
oalberola@noos.fr


mailto:oalberola%40noos.fr
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Anarchism

Anarchists work towards a society of
mutual aid and voluntary co-operation.
We reject all government and economic
repression.

Freedom Press 1s an independent
anarchist publisher. Besides this
newspaper, which comes out every two
weeks, we produce books on all aspects
of anarchist theory and practce.

In our building in Whitechapel we
run Britain’s biggest anarchist
bookshop and host a social centre and
mccting Spacc, the Aumnomy Club.
We're currently developing open-access
[T provision for activists to use.

Our aim 1s to explain anarchism
more widely and to show that human
freedom can only thrive when the
mstitutions of state and capital have

been abolished.

Social centre

There’s a new social centre in
Camberwell, South London. Set up by
anarchists and others, it’s already home
to a freeshop, a street-drinking project
and radical film nights. The address 1s

67 Crawtord Road, off Coldharbour
Lane, SES, fone 07909-991 778.

New websites

Enrager.net i1s a new anti-authoritarian
and community-building resource on
the web. It aims to facilitate better
communication within the British
anarchist movement and to act as a
point of entry to libertarian ant-
capitalist ideas. It’s based round web
discussion boards, whi¢h many groups
and individuals are using already (check
them out at www.enrager.net/forums).

A newswire is coming soon, with
news and analysis from many anarchist
sources, including Freedom. There’'ll
also be space for comment and debate,
listings for all Brinsh-based libertarian
groups, plus theory and history
SECT10nSs.

More mput 1s needed to make the
project work really well, so drop the
webmeisters a line. Visit
www.enrager.net

Meanwhile, our comrades from
South West Solidarity, local of the
Solidarity Federation, also have a new
site. Visit it at www.solwest.org.uk for

an impressive collection of documents
with a syndicalist flava.

Other contacts

The Anarchists in Britain website
contaimns an index of resources and web
details, with links to the Solidarity

Federation, Anarchist Federation and
Class War. It can be found at

www.anarchism.ws/britain_htm]|

Work on the mighty Freedom website
continues ..

Next issue

The next issue will be dated 11th
October and the last day for copy will
be Thursday 2nd October. You can
send articles to us by snail mail or at
FreedomCopy@aol.com

he Liberal Democrats’
success in the Brent East by
election was hailed 1n the
mainstream media as

“Downing Street’s night-

on one level. Labour’s
majonty in 2001 was 13,047, By 18th
| September 2003, the day of the poll,

this became a Lib Dem majonity of

' 1,118 on a 29% swing. Not bad,
_considering that Lib Dem candidate Sarah
Teather was a complete nonentity, says
Paul Maguire.

The Tories surpassed themselves by
canvassing at times in the wrong
constituency, leatletting Harlesden
(where the sitting MP 1s Paul Boateng)
instead of Willesden. Labour struggled
at times to canvass at all and the party
was reduced to wheeling 1n Ken
Livingstone to call for people to vote
tor the party that had expelled him!
Whar the vote suggests is that, following
the Irag war and the continued decline
in (and covert privatisation of) public
services, Labour has lost its core ‘pro-
gressive’ middle class constituency. But
of more significance is the fact that
63% of those eligible didn’t vote ar all.

LISTINGS

Bedford

28th September Chained procession to
Yarl’s Wood detention centre. Meet at
12 noon, John Howard memonal
statue, St Paul’s Square. Contact 07786
517379 or sady_campaign@yahoo.co. uk

Bournemouth

30th September Demonstrate at the
Labour Party Conference. Fun starts
trom 8.45am outside the Bournemouth
International Centre and goes on all
day. Call 01300 345109 or see

www.dorsetstopwar.org.uk

Bristol

27th September Peace vigil in the city
centre from 3pm to 4pm, for those who
can’t make it to London for the
national demo on that day.

10th October Hip-hop for Palestine,
benefit at the Malcolm X Centre, City
Road from 10pm to 4am, £6/£5.

Exeter

10th-16th October Festival of Comedy
at Phoenix Arts Centre. See hrtp://
www.offthewallcomedyfestival.co.uk

Leicester

7th October Leicester Anarchist
Federation meet at 8pm, upstairs at the
Ale Wagon pub, Charles Street.

London

27th September End the occupation of
Iraq, assemble 12 noon in central
London. See www.stopwar.org.uk

27th September Anarchist Workers
Network organising meeting at the
Autonomy Club, 84b Whitechapel High
street, E1 (Aldgate East tube) at 7pm.
28th September Street stalls/meeting in
Camden from 11am to 2pm to promote
the National demonstration against
deaths in custody on 25th October. Call
Terry Stewart on 07931 844969,

mare”. This was true enough,

|
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[he ministrations of the various lett
tronts who stood against each other in
the byelection persuaded no-one. Both
the Socialist Labour Party and the
Socialist Alliance (SA) stood. So did the

Greens, an Independent Labour candidate

and Khidon Fawzi Ibrahim for Public
Services Not War. All no doubt hoped
to gain from anti-war sentiment,
particularly among the constituency's
Muslim population and its middle class
professionals and liberals.

The Socialist Workers Party claims to
have over a hundred members in Brent,
who campaigned for SA candidate Brian
Butterworth. He 1ssued election literature
saying that he stood “tor peace and
against war ... for public services and
against privatisation ... for low cost
council housing ... |[and] for fair taxes
to redistribute wealth from the rich to
the poor,” but it didn’t manage to
explain anywhere in its literature how a
vote for Butterworth would bring any
of these ‘nice 1deas’ about.

Vorting for the SA was, apparently, a
way of telling Blair ‘enough was enough’.
Logically, voting Lib Dem, Tory or
Monster Raving Loony Party would be
too. All the activities of the Socialist
Alliance in Brent East proved was how

30th September Performance Club
North, downstairs at the King’s Head,
Crouch End Broadway, N8. Doors
open 8.15pm, show 9pm, bar unul
midnight. Featuring Den and the Ligger,
Nick Revell, Ivor Dembina, and Tony
Allen. Adm £6/£5.

1st October Anarchist Reading Club,
reading Nineteen-Eighty-Four, at the
Autonomy Club, 84b Whitechapel High
Street, E1 (Aldgate East tube), 7pm.
4th October First London Social Forum
from 10.30am to 6pm at the LSE,
Houghton Street, WC2.

4th October Inaugural meeting of the
Freethought History Group, 2pm at
SPES, Conway Hall, Red Lion Square,
Holborn. Tel 020 7242 8034/7.

Sth October Persecutions in the USA.,
Then and Now: Salem and Back Again?
lecture by Prof Bernard Rosenthal at
11am, SPES, Conway Hall, Red Lion
Square, Holborn. Tel 020 7242 8034/7.
7th October How do we stop the next
war? discussion meeting at the
Autonomy Club, 84b Whitechapel High
Street, E1 (Aldgate East tube), 7pm.

7th October Performance Club North,
downstairs at the King’s Head, Crouch
End Broadway, N8. Doors open
8.15pm, show 9pm, bar until midnight.
Featuring bob ‘Diamond Geezer’
Boyton, Den and the Ligger, Nick
Revell, and Tony Allen. Adm £6/£5.
11th October O1l War and Climate
Change ‘Gatherance’, one-day event by
Rising Tide with talks, workshops,
inspiration, from 10.30am to 6pm. See
www.risingtide.org.uk or call 01865
241097.

14th October Causes of War: role of
the media, discussion meeting with
Robert Fox. Contact Pugwash Office,
63a Great Russell Street, WC1B 3B],
0207 405 6661 or pugwash@mac.com
18th October London Anarchist Forum
talk on William Morris: socialism and
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A waste of time in Bren

completely they're enslaved to the traud
of parliamentary democracy.

['he tuture, as the advert says, lies
elsewhere. Over 60% of the constituents
of Brent East appear to agree with Ken
Livingstone’s previous claim that (the
title of a book he once wrote) “if voting
changed anything they'd abolish it.”
Parhamentary politics amounts to, as
French philosopher-activist Alain Badiou
suggests, “a ‘democratic’ submission to
the world as 1t 18.”

Parhamentary politics acts as a legiti-
mation of the state and of the tripartisan
party political machinery which
administers the interests of capital. The
low turnout in Brent East suggests that
the majority of constituents don’t buy
the con any more.

Politics as the organisation of people
in pursuit of substantial change can
only exist effectively apart from and
against the politics of the state — in all
its guises. To subvert the old Leninist
dictum, the 1ssue 1s state or revolution,
not state and revolution.

The danger 1s that disgust wiath the
open venality of contemporary politics
could turn into apathetic retreat from
the possibility of political practice in its

entirety. Our job, as anarchist militants,

anarchism, by Terry Liddle, followed by
open discussion. From 2.30pm at
Conway Hall, Red Lion Square,
Holborn.

25th October Anarchist Booktfair 2003
from 10am to 7pm, ULU, Malert Street,
WCI1. See www.anarchistbookfair.org
25th October National demo against
deaths in police custody. Assemble
Trafalgar Square at 1pm for march to
Downing Street. Please wear black.

5th November - 24th December Leo
Baxendale exhibition at The Cartoon
Art Trust Museum, 7-13 The
Brunswick Centre, Bernard Street WCl1.
and on 11th November at 6.30pm Leo
Baxendale with give a talk. For details
call 020 7278 7172.

Every Wednesday the LARC Llbrary
will be open from 1pm at 62 Fieldgate
Street, E1

Manchester

1st October Manchester Discussion
Group meeting at the Hare and
Hounds, Shude Hill (near the Arndale
Centre) at 7pm.

4th October Second Manchester
People’s Assembly from 10.30am to
5.30pm at the Methodist Central Hall,
Oldham Street, city centre. Contact
mancpeoplesassembly@riseup.net

Newcastle

8th October Rare showing of Culloden,
7.30pm at the Side Cinema (near the
Crown Posada pub on Dean Street on
the quayside). See www.sidecinema.com
20th October Defend Asylum! public
meeting at 7pm, St Johns Church Hall
(corner of Grainger Street and Westgate
Road).

22nd - 26th October Jeremy Hardy
versus the Israeli Army showing at the
Side Cinema (near the Crown Posada
pub on Dean Street on the quayside).
See www.sidecinema.com

Freedom 27th September 2003

Build a movement for self

emancipation ...

WORKING CLASS
RESISTANCE

1s to demonstrate that the poverty,
inequality and barbarism, which are the
norm under the rule of capital, can only
be challenged by action on the streets
and in the workplace. We have to build
a politics of opposition within the ranks
of the disenfranchised and turn the
apathy which is the hallmark of
‘democratic politics’ into a mobilised
anger against the logic of the market
and the status quo of ‘all for the rich,

fuck all tor the poor’.

28th October Mad Film Night at the
Side Cinema (near the Crown Posada
pub on Dean Street on the quayside).
Films on mental health from 7.30pm.
See www.sidecinema.com

North Yorkshire

11th October Don’t Take the Peace out
of Space! demo at Menwith Hill, come
dressed as a ‘celestial body’ (star,
comet, planet, galaxy, etc.), 12 noon to
4pm. See www.takethepeace.com

Oxford

27th September Close Campsfield
refugee detention centre demo at main
gates, Langtord Lane, Kidlington, 12
noon. See www.closecampstield.org.uk

Plymouth
1st-6th October Six days of
disarmament activity at Devonport

Camp. For more info contact Claire on
08454 588363, Matt on 01823

601346, email tp2000@gn.apc.org or
visit www.tridentploughshares.org.

Suffolk

5th-6th October Lakenheath demo and
trespass day from 12 noon to 4pm on
Sth, 6am to midnight on 6th. Contact
dwhiggin@dhiggin.fsnet.co.uk

Worthing

7th October Eco-action meeting at
Downview pub (opposite West
Worthing station) at 7.45pm. See
http://worthinganarchists.cib.net

25th October Animal Aid Autumn Fair,
from 10am to 12.30pm at Heene
Community Centre, 122 Heene Road.

Sabs please note
Ist November The fox hunting season

begins. Contact Hunt Sab Association

on 01273 622827 for more
information.
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Britain

Hotting up

Summer’s over but temperatures in Britain’s workplaces just keep

on rising, reports Richard Griffin

nions at Britain’s biggest nuclear

plant, Sellafield, are planning

industrial action against changes to
shift patterns. “Our members have
made it clear that they’re willing and
prepared to take action,” union
pronouncements say.

Over three thousand BA engineers
have turned down a 3% pay ofter that’s
tied to work changes. These would
include the introduction of the same
swipe card that led to counter staff
walking out last month in a wildcat
strike. At the animal welfare charity
RSPCA, two hundred inspectors have
voted for action to fight proposed job
cuts. Even jockeys are now
withdrawing their labour, refusing to
race in response to a Jockey Club ruling
that they can’t use mobiles in the
weighing-in rooms.

[t seems that the upswing in
industrial action recently reported in
this newspaper 1sn’t a flash in the pan.
Workers are angry and for good reason.
A report by the TUC published at the
start of their annual Congress this
month revealed that 58% of major
companies have closed their pension
schemes to workers but kept them open
tfor directors. While workers at
GlaxoSmithKline have found their
pension scheme closed, for example, the
company’s directors still enjoy pensions
worth £929,000 each a year.

This mood of anger was reflected at
the TUC Congress. Public sector unions
united round a motion calling for a
campaign against the government’s
proposal to push up public servants’
retirement age. Workers in both the
private and public sectors are fed up
with bosses, including the state, stealing
their pensions. “Enough is enough” one
TUC delegate told Freedom. “It’s one
rule for them and another for us.

ostal workers, members of the
Communication Workers Union,
voted on 17th September against a
national strike over a Royal Mail plan
to slash 30,000 jobs in the next nine
months. The result, which came with
the narrowest of majorities, took every-
one by surprise. Union activists and
bureaucrats alike had been confident of
a substantial yes vote, but it didn’t
materialise.

An embarrassed Billy Hayes, CWU
general secretary, slipped out of the
union’s Wimbledon headquarters by the
back door rather than face the media
when the result was announced. Reporters
quickly had to rewrite their stories.
This result represents a setback for the
left. Anarchists have welcomed the
recent upsurge in industrial militancy,
and postal workers have a good record
in carrying it out. It’'s worth considering

Wrong de

Unions have got to stop talking and
start taking action,” she said.

[UC Congress also saw support for a
push to reverse legislation against
secondary action and united opposition
to New Labour’s public service reforms.
These include the establishment of
Foundation Hospitals, the Private
Finance Initiative (PFI) and Diagnostic
Treatment Centres. “This government is
hell bent on privatising the public sector,”
a health worker told Freedom. “The
next time you go to get NHS treatment,
the clinic you go to could well be run
by an American company out to make
a profit,” he said.

But at a private dinner with union
bosses in Brighton, Tony Blair gave the
unions an uncompromising message.
“The idea of a left-wing Labour govern-
ment is the abiding delusion of a
hundred years of our party. We aren’t
going to fall for it again,” Blair lectured
them. It was just like Thatcher telling
the Tories that ‘there’s no turning back’.
The growing bad blood between unions
and Blair is likely to rumble on during
the Labour Party conference.

While the tabloids may be full of talk
of wildcat strikes and the return ot

flying pickets, however, Britain’s labour
movement remains weak and
disorganised. Only 18% of workers in
private sector companies belong to
unions. Twenty-five years ago, 40% of
them did. Almost half of the workforce
has never belonged to a trade union.
Even where unions are present in the
workplace, three quarters of companies
bypass them, according to bosses’
union the Confederation of British
Industry (CBI).

A few years ago the CBI, TUC and
government got into bed together and
claimed that the way ahead was
through so-called ‘partnership deals’.

lvery

what went wrong.

The CWU underestimated how hard
the company would fight to scupper the
ballot. Royal Mail boss Allan Leighton
wrote a stream of letters to the company’s
workers. One union activist joked that
he got more letters from Leighton than
his family. Leighton’s letters were full of
dire warnings about a strike precipitating
a process of ‘commercial suicide’. Royal
Mail propaganda claimed the company
was making annual losses of £611
million, which gave the impression it
was on the verge of collapse.

Maybe this did scare some workers
to vote against a strike. Unfortunately
for them, it was a lie. Bosses’ daily the
Financial Times pointed out last week
that “Royal Mail expects to make an
operating profit of £100 million this
year and £320 million next.” Royal Mail
managers claimed the job cuts were

Anarchists saw these for what they
were — surrender to the bosses. It looks
like no one else has been taken in
either. Only eighty partnership deals
have been signed, and employment
academic Robert Taylor says “few firms

or unions believe in the partnership
approach.” But unions have suffered as
a result. They’ve been seriously
weakened.

Anarchists recognise the importance
of industrial organisation. There are
encouraging signs that there might be

needed to make the company profitable,
yet they’'re scheduled to make £320
million next year. It looks like workers

will be paying with their jobs for even

higher profits.

There’s no doubt workers were left
fearful that jobs would be at risk if they
went out. They were also feartul that, it
they did so, the government would speed
up the planned privatsation of postal
services. CWU members knew the govern-
ment would back the employers to the
hilt, just as it did in the firefighters’
dispute. Threats of deregulation showed
which side the government was on,
right from the start. The state isn’t
neutral in industrial disputes. The laws
it passes, the money it spends, its police
force - all of them stack the odds
against workers.

Low pay also played a part in last
week’s decision. Postal workers earn a

some life returning to the British labour
movement. We know that union bosses
can’t be trusted. For all the talk going
on, very little tangible action 1s being
taken by unions against the govern-
ment. Unions have also been notable
tor their absence from campaigns like
the one against the DSE1 arms fair
earlier this month. A while ago there
was talk of social movement unionism,
the 1dea that unions could reach out
from narrow economic concerns to

wider social issues. Like partnership

basic £260 a week. “It’s very difficult”
one postal worker said. “You're
constantly watching what you spend.”
Strike action would have cost workers
at least £50 a day, money they could ill
afford. It’s a scandal that, while the CWU
hands over thousands of pounds to the
Labour Party every year, they don’t have
funds to support their members when
they want to go on strike.

This shows the importance of
anarchist call for rank and file union
members to get their unions to stop
handing members’ money to Labour.
Tony Blair has shown, yet again, that
he's the friend of business rather than
of the workers. The trade unions must
break the Labour Party link.

The ballort result was also a setback
tor the union’s leftwing deputy general
secretary, Dave Ward, who earlier this
year ousted moderate John Keggie.

little seems to have come of it. Things

| are getting hot. Now let’s make them
hotter still.

The Anarchist Bookfair on 25th October will
see the launch of a new federation, the

Anarchist Workers Network (AWN). This will

work alongside the national anarchist groups
to coordinate activity and support workers in
struggle. There'll be a preliminary organising
meeting in Freedom’s Autonomy Club at 7pm

on 27th September. A website is now live at
WWW.awn.org. uk

There’s disillusionment within the union
about its leaders. Members have suffered
years of low pay. The last national dispute
seven years ago made no difference to
their lot. “It’s gone round in a circle,” one
CWU member said. “Different people
at the top but the same rubbish.”

Although Allan Leighton cooed that
the result was “a victory for the
company,” he might not get things all
his own way. Despite the threats the
vote ballot was close: 46,391 for to
48,038 against. There’s talk of wildcat
action in various places.

In the capital, 11,417 workers voted
tor action over Royal Mail’s ofter tor
London Weighting compared to 4,316
against. A London wide dispute is now
likely. And in Oxford, posties staged a
wildcar on 19th September which was
expected to last at least into the
beginning of this week.
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