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WHAT'S IRAQI FOR ‘NEWSPEAK'?

he media fanfare pronouncing that

‘sovereignty’ was transferred back

to the Iraqis at the end of June
showed how 1t bows down to power.
That they could, in the main, report with
a straight face that the Americans giving
limited powers to a group of US-appointed
[raqgi politicians shows a willingness to
genuflect that knows few bounds.

Of course, reality crept in sometimes.
The transfer being brought forward
two days early and concluded in a tiny,
highly secret ceremony says far more
about the situation in Iraq than the US
intended. Undoubtedly 1t was a wise
move but one whose symbolic message
1s clear. There were no public festivals
celebrating the ‘transfer’, suggesting
that most Iraqis see it for what it is.

After all, the ‘sovereignty’ transferred
1s less than you would expect. There is
the continuing direct (and indefinite)
military occupation. Over 160,000
foreign troops, none of which are under
the new government’s control, are,
thanks to a late edict of Paul Bremer,
completely immune from Iraqi law and
courts. But as these troops are the only
thing saving the appointed government
trom a quick exit, it 1s unsurprising that
the US has no fears that it will be asked
to leave.

And the appointed Irag government
1s restricted in other ways. The US has
installed officials at the hlghcst levels of
the state bureaucracy. It has introduced
numerous policies that will ensure that

ARMY GROUNDED

he trade unions of South Korea’s two
airlines, Korean Air and Asiana
Airlines, declared last week that they
will refuse to transport any materials
related to military intervention in Iraq.
Members of the Association of Airline
Unions (AAU), which was founded by
workers in both national Air carriers
and employees of the Incheon Inter-
national and Kimpo Airports decided
along with the militant Korean Confedera-
tion of Trade Unions to oppose the
despatch of Korean troops to Iraq. The
workers claim they will launch an ‘all-
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the new ‘sovereign’ government will do
what it is told. Take Iraq’s o1l revenues.
While these nominally pass to the new
government, in reality it inherits all
outstanding contractual obligations
made by the occupying powers. This
includes all those passed shortly betore
the official transfer. Bremer also passed
a whole series of edicts at the last
minute to ensure US control.

He also acted to ensure the outcome
of any future elections, outlawing from
the ballot any groups with unapproved
militias. He also appointed an electoral
commission which can ban any party
from the elections. Finally, he hand-
picked and gave five-year terms to the
national security adviser, national
intelligence chief and the inspector-
generals who will look over all 26
government ministries.

But it 1s not only ‘sovereignty’ which
1s being redefined. Bush likes to blame
‘terrorists’ for the attacks on US forces
in Iraq. Strangely, both the CIA and the
State Department do not agree. In their
yearly tally of the number of terrorist
attacks worldwide, both excluded all
attacks on US forces in Iraq. Why?
Because they do not meet their definition
of terrorism as they are directed against
combatants.

Perhaps this i1s understandable. If
these attacks were included, Bush
would not be able to suggest America’s
imperialist wars had reduced terrorism.
As 1t was, the US already had to admit

out struggle’ against South Korean
military intervention and will block the
movement of all soldiers, armaments
and other equipment if the airlines sign
contracts with the Army agreeing to aid
the Occupation.

The AAU have also threatened a
complete shutdown of all air traffic to
show their opposition to the war — which
given the nature of Korean trade unionism
1S not one to be taken lightly!

Asiana Airlines and Korean Air bosses
claim that they have not even begun
negotiating with the military, and that
the workers’ threats are premature.

* Fire Brigades Union member Brian
Joyce visited Irag in 2003, where war
and sanctions left firefighters in
appalling conditions. He saw that they
had to fight fires wearing just sandals
and moth-eaten boilersuits. So he came
back to the UK where FBU branches
donated uniforms and materials and
last month returned to Iraq to show the
grateful firemen how to use their new
high-tech equipment (see picture).

Irag handover special
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Iraq — a free country at last. Totally sovereign. Not occupied. Oh no.

O ()\'crl()()klng numerous errorist
attacks last year when it reported that
terrorism had been reduced. With the

missing incidents, they had to conclude

nequality is at the highest level for

torty years. Inequality rose by 40%

between 1979 and 2001, with almost
halt caused by cuts the Tories made to
benefits and top rates of tax in the
1980s. The pay gap between men and
women stands at 40%.

The poor are getting poorer, with the
number of households in poverty rising
from 21% 1n 1991, to 24% ten years
later. The north-south divide is getting
wider although Hackney and Tower
Hamlets, both in London, are the poorest
areas in the UK (poverty increased in
Hackney by 9% in those ten years).
Glasgow has the highest poverty rate
outside London, a massive 41%.

It 1s so bad that even the Tory shadow
work and pensions secretary admitted
that “we in the Conservative party have
to recognise that our country faces a
serious problem of poverty.”

Within companies, executives enjoyed
23%-plus rises in their annual salary.
Their workers, without whom no wealth
could be produced, got less than 4%.

|
l

that such attacks had increased. If they
had to add Bush’s ‘terrorist’ attacks in
[raq, the figures would go through the
roof. So, Bush’s claims that any attack

The typical chief executive of a FISE
100 company now earns eighty times
more, on average, than one of his
workers. The bottom fifth ot workers
pay a higher proportion of their income
in tax than the top hifth.

Is there a solution? It i1s no coincidence
that the last 25 years has seen a rapid
decline in union membership and
militancy along with the fastest increase
In inequality of any country in the
developed world. The growing gulf
between rich and poor is the conse-
quence of a weakening of organised
labour. The balance of power in the work-
place has shifted and, consequently,
workers cannot hold onto, never mind
bolster, their share in the wealth they
create but do not own. With a weakened
labour movement, management can
ignore their workers, giving spurious
reasons for failing to increase wages or
closing pension schemes while finding
money for themselves, no matter how
badly a company 1s doing.

We need to tip the balance of class
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on US troops amounts to ‘terrorism’
has been rejected to make the statistics
look berter.

The nature of sovereignty, see page 4

UK INEQUALITY RISING

forces. We must support all workers in
struggle, refusing to let the media
like the RMT

or FBU) which actually art least shghtly

demonise those unions

responsive to their members and stand
up tor their interests. We must seek to
encourage the spirit of revolt in all
workers, unionised or not, to fight tor
their own interests. That means creating
a rank and file movement in the unions
which can fight not only their actual
bosses but also trade union bureaucrats
who place their cosy relationships to
New Labour or the employers above
their members’ interests.

See FBU breaks from New Labour, page 3
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Anarchism

Anarchists work towards a society of
mutual aid and voluntary co-operation.
We reject all government and economic
R‘pf(‘\_\l\\n.

Freedom Press 1s an independent
anarchist publisher. Besides this
newspaper, which comes out every two
weeks, we produce books on all aspects
of anarchist theory and practice.

In our building in Whitechapel we run
Britain’s biggest anarchist bookshop and
host a social centre and meeting space,
the Autonomy Club. We’re currently
developing open-access I'T provision tor
ACTIVISTS TO use.

Our aim 1s to explain anarchism more
widely and to show that human freedom
can only thrive when the institutions ot
state and capital have been abolished.
Freedom’s editors wish to present a
broad range of anarchist thought, and
as such the views expressed in the
paper are those of the individual
contributors and not necessarily those
of the editonal collective.

Summer break

Even your faithful Freedom editors go
on holiday sometimes. We’re off to the

casinos of Monaco to spend your

subscription payments, and the next
issue will be out on 7th August.

Questionnaire

Many thanks to everyone for the over-

whelming response to our questionnaire.
The winner of the torthcoming Tony
Allen book 1s Tim B. from Bristol,
whose prize will be despatched as soon
as 1t arrives back from the printers.

Any old icon

Oops, we forgot to give a credit for the
picture we used on the front page of the
last 1ssue. Many thanks to the comrades
at www.anyoldicon.com

What’s new

The boiler at Freedom Press finally gave
up the ghost, so we’re having to have
an expensive new one installed.

The Freedom mail order section is
now back on track, and we should have

an online ordering facility shortly. Check
out our website for details.

Contact details

Freedom Press, 84b Whitechapel High
Street, London E1 7QX

Tel/fax: 020 7247 9249
www.freedompress.org.uk

Enquiries: info@freedompress.org.uk
Copy/Letters: copy@freedompress.org.uk
Subscriptions: subs@freedompress.org.uk

Circulation: circ@freedompress.org.uk
Freedom Press Distribution:

distro@freedompress.org.uk

Next issue

Contributions are wanted for future
Freedoms. The next issue will be dated
7th August 2004 and the last day to get
your copy to us will be Thursday 29th
July (see contact details above for where
to send your letters/articles). If you are
interested 1n writing regularly for
Freedom we want to hear from you!

————————————

ome and away

News from the inside

Freedom for prisoners

As many of you may know, Freedom
provides free subscriptions to anyone in
prison. If you have friends or tamily in
prison, or regularly write to a prisoner,
if they are interested we will be happy
to send them a free sample 1ssue or sub.
If you are a prisoner yourselt we can
provide subs to any ot your tellow
inmates if they so desire. Please also
teel free to write to us with any news
about your imprisonment, developments

In your case, requests for penpals or

anything else!

!

LISTINGS

Bristol

Every Sunday the Kebele Kafe from
6.30pm, cheap vegan nosh, chats and
vibes at Kebele, 14 Robertson Road,
Easton

1

East Midlands

4th to 9th August Earth First! Summer

Gathering — come together to learn new
skills, discuss ideas and plan for action.
Contact Nortolk EF!, c/o PO Box 487,

Norwich NR2 3AL, 0845 355 0111 or
see www.earthfirstgathering.org.uk

London

10th July Anarchism or Marxism? at
6pm in the Artists Room, Conway
Hall, Red Lion Square, Holborn

19th to 25th July Disarm Farnborough
Airshow. For details www.dsei.org or
contact 07817652029 or Disarm DSE.,
BM Box 3679, London WCIN 3XX
29th July Showing of Michael Moore’s
Farenheit 9/11 at 7.30pm, Use Your
Loat, 227 Depttord High Street, SES.
For details call 07984 588807

7th August German punk gig with
Sleim and Forced Entry at Chats Palace,
42-44 Brooksby’s Walk, Homerton, E9
28th August Black Cat Book Fayre at
Conway Hall, Red Lion Square,
Holborn. See www.blackcatpress.co.uk
27th November Anarchist Bookfair at

Mass prison break-out
Prisoners in the Nelspruit prison in
South Africa rioted and eight hundred
escaped after being left without tood
for more than 24 hours during a strike
by warders. A rebellion in Barberton
penitentiary had to be put down by a
well-armed police and army task force,
which also had to hight striking warders
who refused to permit them to enter the
1ail.

Nelspruit detainees broke out ot their
cells and scaled prison walls, as police
hastily assembled a riot squad ot 150

cops, backed up by paramilitary police |

and the specialist ‘Reaction Unit’ tlown
in from another jail. |
Thc,\' thcmptcd to block ¢sCapecs Into |
a field outside the walls, using police lines,
tear gas and other crowd control tech- |
niques. Police claimed that they managed |
to stop most of them from getting away,
and that the following day all the prisoners
had been re-captured. Several were
reported as injured, but the actual

number 1s suspected to be far higher.

Toothache riot

Over a hundred prisoners in Lewes
rioted in solidarity with another inmate
after he was denied painkillers last
October, the local Crown Court was
told last week. Steven Kelly, 31, had
just had 21 reeth removed, and was In

agonising pain when he was denied

decent painkillers by prison staft.

He and a friend began smashing
windows in protest, showering two
guards in glass, and defended themselves
when another tried to restrain them. As
120 other prisoners started to gather
around this third guard he fled the
scene, leaving the inmates in control.

They placed blankets over CCTV

Camecras and went on a rampage

ULU, Malet Street, WC1 from 10am to
7pm. See www.anarchistbookfair.org
Every Wednesday the LARC Library
from 1pm at 62 Fieldgate Street, E1.
Every Friday vegan café at Use Your
Loat, 227 Deptford High Street, SE8

Scotland

23rd to 24th July The Wickerman
Festival, between Dundrennan and
Auchencairn. Spiritualized, Levellers
Acoustic, dance tents, children’s area.
www.thewickermanfestival.co.uk

Surrey
16th to 18th July Guilfest. Contact
01483 536270 info@guildford-

live.co.uk or see www.guilfest.co.uk

International

31st July to 7th August A-Camp on the
Kesselberg near Erkner, 25km east from
Alexanderplatz, Berlin. The Kesselberg
1s a self-managed place in the woods.
Contact by mail at A-camp, c/o A-
LLaden, Rathenower Str 22, D-10559
Berlin. For info see www.acamp.tk or
www.kesselberg.anfo

Nationwide groups

Anarchist Federation

Box 2, 84b Whitechapel High Streer,
London E1 7QX

causing tens of thousands of pounds of
damage.

Mr Kelly’s initial actions however
were caught on film and he was jailed

(again) for four months.

Falling prisons

HMP Dumfries: Since Dumtiries Prison
changed from a Young Otfenders’
Institute to a full adult prison last year
conditions have gone from bad to worse,
a preliminary inspection has found.

Inmate on inmate violence has risen
and prisoner numbers keep increasing,
while the number on the methadone
programme has skyrocketed 600%.
Weekend meal times are irregular and
inspector Dr Andrew McLellan noted
that prisoners with addiction problems
were now being neglected as the Drug
Strategy department has been downsized.
The prison had not even introduced a
basic drug awareness programme.

A full inspection is to be undertaken
in December this year, although what
etfect 1t will have i1s doubttul, since
recommendations from previous ones
have been roundly ignored, as emphasis
1s not on the weltare ot prisoners, or
improvement of society but on social

control and profits.

HMP The Mount: Overcrowding in the
UK’s dirtiest jail, according to the
Independent Monitoring Board (IMB),
IS Increasing as the prison is now 55
over its maximum capacity of 705
Inmates.

There i1s inadequate provision of care
for mentally 1ll prisoners and other
inmates are being neglected as times out
of cell have been reduced and lunch
hours cut.

The training jail has been tlooded by
high risk offenders, transferred to the low

www.afed.org.uk

Antifa

Box 36, 84b Whitechapel High Street,
London E1 7QX

www.antifa.org.uk

Class War Federation

PO Box 467, London E8 3QX
www.classwaruk.org

Earth First!

www.earthfirst.org.uk

Industrial Workers of the World

PO Box 74, Brighton, BN1 4Z2Q
www.iww.org.uk

Solidarity Federation

PO Box 469, Preston PR1 8FX
www.solfed.org.uk

For details of smaller and local groups
see www.enrager.net/britain

Social Centres

Autonomous Centre of Edinburgh
(ACE)

17 West Montgomery Place, Edinburgh
www.autonomous.org.uk

The Cowley Club

12 London Road, Brighton BN1 4]A
www.cowleyclub.org.uk

Freedom

84b Whitechapel High Street, London
E1 7QX

www.freedompress.org.uk

Kebele
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risk facility to alleviate overcrowding.

Staff have reacted by turning a blind
eye to in-house dealers effectively
pacifying other prisoners with an illegal
chemical cosh.

A watchdog report found that statf at
The Mount prison in Hertfordshire
have been tolerating widespread drug
use by inmates as a way of preventing

dl\\cnt.

Rob Los Ricos moved

US Anarchist prisoner Rob Thaxton,

otherwise known as Rob Los Ricos, has
been transferred. After five years at the
Oregon State Penitentiary he was
moved in the middle of the night to the
following address: MCCE Robert
Thaxton 12112716, 4005 Aumsville
Hwy, Salem, OR 97301, USA.

Rob, a long time anarchist organiser,
publisher and writer, i1s one of the tew
from around the world who faced
serious charges for the global day of
action on 18th June 1999. When it
kicked oft in Eugene, Oregon Rob

threw a rock at a cop who was
charging at him 1n an etfort to escape.
He was arrested and sentenced to 88
months in all for Assault and Riot. He
was clearly been used as scapegoat -
the one that didn’t get away. He
appreciates 'zines (send individually
from a recognised distributor/publisher).
Donations to and info from: AAA, PO
Box 50634, Eugene, OR 97405, USA.

14 Robertson Road, Easton, Bristol

www.defenestrator.org/roblosricos

BSS 6]Y

www.kebele.org

Lancaster Resource Centre (LaRC)
The Basement, 78a Penny Street,
Lancaster
www.eco-action.org/lancaster
London Action Resource Centre
(LARC)

62 Fieldgate Street, London E1
www.londonlarc.org

Occupied Social Centre

156-158 Fortess Road, London NW S5
www.wombles.org.uk

Printworks Social Centre

58 Albion Street, Glasgow
www.glasgow-autonomy.org

The Rampart

15-17 Rampart Street, London E1
SUMAC Centre

245 Gladstone Street, Nottingham
NG7 6HX

www.veggies.org.uk/rainbow/

Use Your Loaf
227 Deptford High Street, London SES

www.squat.freeserve.co.uk/
useyourloaf.html

Iin12 Club

21-23 Albion Street, Bradford, West
Yorkshire, BD1 2LY
www.linl2.com

56a Infoshop

56 Crampton Street, London SE17
www.safetycat.org/56a
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IN BRIEF

One step forward ...
A gay couple has the same legal rights

as a married couple due to the Human
Rights Act. The
appeal by a landlord who claimed a gay

Law Lords rejected an

man could not inherit the tenancy rights
of his deceased partner.

While this is a step forward, another
section of the population are still subject
to inequality: those who live together
and refuse to marry. While Lady Hale
said she had no difficulty in applying

5

the term “as husband and wife” to
persons of the same sex living together
in a stable relationship, the state does
not offer that perspective on hetero-
sexual couples who reject marriage as
an institution.

The government has introduced the
Civil Partnership Bill to allow gay and
lesbian couples to sign an official
document at a registry office. Yet the
assumption that you have to let the
state (or church) approve your love and
living arrangement persists. That you
must register with the state before you
have next-of-kin rights is a disgrace. So
while we should celebrate the fact that
gays can marry, we should remember
that basic rights should not be tied to

marriage and that inequality remains.

Community action

Residents of Haringey and Walthamstow
have been fighting back against the
installation of potentially hazardous
mobile phone masts in their streets.
Members of Haringey Solidarity Group
have followed the West Midlands
Anarchists in leafleting the stores of
legal loan-sharks Brighthouse, arguing
for working-class solidarity against
debt-collectors and bailiffs.

The latest issue of their newsletter the
Indypendent also reports on residents’
campaigns and direct actions against Post
Office closures and the destruction of
parks and roads. The Haringey Federation
of Residents Associations — now 1ncor-
porate over 100 RAs — has been at the
forefront of these campaigns.

HSG 1s looking to set up a claimants’
group. If you or anyone you know are
interested, contact them via their website
at www.haringey.org.uk

To the rampARTS!

A new social centre has opened up in
East London. Based in Rampart Street,
it 1s one of a number of such centres
around London which, like Freedom,
aim to provide a space for political and
cultural events, meetings, discussions,
film screenings, etc., etc.

The rampART project contains a
popular free-shop, meeting rooms, I'T
space and more. See the Listings on
page 2 for contact details and address.

Council strike threat

Threats of industrial action by council
workers had already caused bosses to
up a three-year pay offer from 7% to
8.9%, but discontented staff are stll
holding out for a better deal. Unison,
the GMB and T&G are balloting
members and strike action could follow
in the coming months. Anarchists should
be pushing for solidarity between members
of different unions, encouraging people
not to cross picket lines, and arguing
for more effective action than one-day
walkouts.

Prolonged ‘action short of strike’
such as working-to-rule and slow-
downs can get better results while
workers do not lose out on pay.

FBU severs link with Labour

that’s not enough, argues lain McKay

he Labour leadership lost the

support of another union recently

when the Fire Brigades Union
(FBU) severed its 85 year link with the
party. Intense anger at the government’s
treatment of them during the recent
nine-month dispute resulted in delegates
at the union’s conference in Southport
backing disaffiliation by five to one in a
show of hands and 35,105 to 14,611
on a card vote. Delegates also voted for
strike action unless the pay row hanging
over from the end of the last dispute is
settled by the end of July.

The conference rejected calls from the
union’s executive to remain inside Labour
in order to turn it back to its roots. As
one firefighter from the Berkshire brigade
put it: “Our members are sick and tired
of giving their hard-earned cash to the
Labour party. I don’t believe we have
an ounce of influence when it comes to
politics.”

Faced with the facts, the assistant
general secretary conceded that strikers
were called “‘criminals’, ‘wreckers’,
‘fascists’ and even worse” but argued it
was only a matter of time “before Tony
Blair walks into the sunset.” He argued
that “the government is different from
the party” yet the party is not taking
Blair to task for his actions. Anarchists
are not surprised. A hierarchical
organisation operating in a centralised
state will always empower the leaders
at the top, not the membership at the
base. That i1s why we argue that the
labour movement should not have links
with political parties and instead fight
its own battles by its own weapons of
direct action and solidarity.

The union’s decision i1s a blow to a
Labour leadership that has seen its party
membership plummet and, therefore,
increasingly depends on union support
for resources. And the FBU is not alone.
The Communication Workers Union
(CWU) has warned it will suspend 1ts

Fighting Sainsbury’s GM food scandal

hristmas-cancelling supermarket
group Sainsbury’s were in trouble
again last week, as protesters
closed much of their distribution
network. Over a hundred people from
across Britain struck five major
distribution centres in the early hours
of Thursday morning, shutting down
70% of their total capacity.

The troubled corporate giant was
targeted over its continued use of
overseas dairy farmers who don’t
adhere to Britain’s anti-GM feed policy.
A co-ordinated effort saw activists descend
on Essex, Liverpool, Birmingham,
Bristol and Sheffield. Using steel arm
guards to prevent police from removing
them from the scene, some demonstrators
placed ‘tripods’ in front of main gates
to stop trucks from going through, and
locked other gates. The groups demanded

£300,000 a year funding if the govern-
ment does not promise to keep the
Royal Mail under public ownership.
The CWU'’s position is naive, given
Blair’s willingness to violate principles
and promises. Which makes the
Labour’s chairman comment that he
was “sorry that the voice of Britain’s
firefighters will no longer be heard at
Labour’s annual conference and
national policy forum, which will shape
Labour’s next manifesto” ironic. After
all, this (like every other) government
has ignored any manifesto promises it
wanted. Being able to ‘shape’ a
document which will be ignored is
hardly a great lose.

This is all good news. It shows that
organised labour is waking up to the
fact that the leaders of their so-called
party are, in fact, been pursuing an
agenda against their interests. It 1s a
step forward towards genuinely
independent working class trade
unionism, one which relies on its own
strength and militancy to get results.
However, the danger lies in those who
wish to repeat the mistakes of the past
and tie the unions to a new party which
will ‘represent’ the interests of labour -
the wet dream of numerous Trotskyist
sects. Yet while such a position may
benefit a minuscule political grouping
by infusing it with workers’ hard
earned wages, it does not get to the
heart of the problem. This is the
division of economics and politics
which results in the unions being
represented by politicians rather than
fighting for political issues on the
economic and social terrain. In other
words, a syndicalist approach to
political struggles rather than a social
democratic one.

Union independence i1s the way
forward, not a new ‘workers’ party’
dedicated to using all the tactics which
worked so badly the last time. We

an end to GM dairy in Britain and a
fairer deal for local farmers, who are
barred from using GM by UK legislation.

Police arrested twenty demonstrators,
eight from the demonstration at
Walthamstowe. Polly, from Colchester
Peace Campaign said: “We cost
Sainsbury’s a lot of money and the
strategic timing meant quite a small
group of people could have a big
impact. The places where tripods were
used were the most successful, as they
made people harder to arrest.”

UK farmers are currently paid less for
their milk than it costs them to produce
it. In recent years this has led to a
wholesale collapse of the industry - in
East Anglia, 90% of cattle farms have
closed since the 1980s.

This accompanied an increased use of
international farming conglomerates, who

should not forget that while the FBU is
the first to voluntarily leave the party,

the RMT was expelled four months ago
for refusing to stop local branches
affiliating to other parties. Ironically,
the RMT helped form the Labour Party
more than a century ago. This suggests
that while many union militants see the
need to break with Blairism, some have
not themselves broken with the ideas
and practice which spawned Blair to
begin with.

Union independence is the only way
forward. That means independence
from all political parties and an
awareness that real change comes from
action outside parliament. It means
being aware of the problems of
parliamentarianism. It means unions

can’t be monitored over their use ot
GM crops, their treatment of the
animals or employment rights.

. According to Greenpeace, this also
means Sainsbury’s aren’t definitely GM
free in any basic product except poultry
and eggs.

Sainsbury’s, who won the Organic
Supermarket of the year award for
2004, issued a statement. They said
that “the food standards agency has
categorically stated there is no evidence
that milk from animals fed on GM
crops contains any GM matenals.”

Freedom notes that this 1s because no
tests have as yet been carried out.

In other Sainsbury’s news ...
Bonus-magnet Sir Peter Davis has been
fired from his job as Chairman of
Sainsbury’s following his disastrous
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Firefighters picket at Fallings Park, Wolverhampton

The trade unions start to break with New Labour, but

using their own funds for fighting
political 1ssues.

Yet turning our money over to union
bureaucrats rather than politicians 1s
not much of a step forward. The labour
movement itself needs to be transformed
so that the workers actually run it. This
implies a decentralised, federal structure
based on workplace assemblies to
decide how our dues are spent and how
our organisations fight. The first steps
in creating such a movement would be
a rank and file movement within the
existing unions. Anarchists are in an
ideal position to start such a movement.
We have an analysis of what 1s wrong
with the unions and how to fix them.
But do we have the will and
organisation to do it?

stint running the company into the
ground.

Davis sold Homebase, which was
then sold on at vast profit a few
months later, reorganised distribution
so poorly the company has now re-
implemented its old system, and ordered
a pricey relocation of the company
headquarters to swish new offices. He
then cut the 100 statf Christmas bonus
while taking a £2.4 million bonus for
himself (Freedom, 29th May), and was
finally ousted by investors worried
about his poor sales figures.

In a neat twist to the tale, he is stll in
line for a £500,000 golden parachute,
which should take the sting out of his
dismissal.

If only every incompetent statt member
could be so lucky ...

Rob Ray
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