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DRAGGING THEIR FEET

he scale of the disaster in Asia

following Boxing Day’s earthquake

1s biblical 1n scale — over 150,000
dead, five million homeless and lacking
basic amenities including fresh water.
Over £15 billion worth of damage has
been done to already poor communities
and fragile economies. Some 200,000
jobs 1n tourism in Thailand alone are at
risk.

In the immediate aftermath of the
disaster the world’s thirty richest
countries pledged just £130 million
worth of aid (the figure has now risen).
Indonesia alone estimated it needed at
least £145 million. In total ten
countries have been affected. The war
and occupation in Iraq is costing $300
million a day.

While states and governments
dragged their feet the response from
ordinary people has been impressive.
The British government initially gave
just £15 million for disaster relief. In
contrast the British people during the
first two and a half days after the
tsunami donated over £25 million.
While the public dug deep into their
pockets Tony Blair decided to continue
his holiday in Egypt leaving it to junior
ministers like Hilary Benn to direct
Britain’s response.

Across the globe trade unions have
been mobilising. Sweden’s metal
workers rapidly gave 100,000 euros, a
union in Cyprus £20,000, Indian trade
unions have donated food parcels,
clothes and medicine, while the
Canadian Auto Workers Union has
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pledged $150,000 and Indian transport
workers have donated a day’s pay.

The disaster has raised fault lines

between the US and UN. American neo-

conservatives believe US interests
should always come ahead of those of
the international community. This was
most vividly seen in the build up to the
war in Iraq when the majority in the
Washington had no interest 1n
obtaining a UN mandate for invasion.
The earthquake in Asia has provided
the neocons with another excuse to
have a go at the UN. Bush, for
example, has directly attacked Jan
Egeland the head of the UN’s reliet
agency. Egeland accused — quite rightly
the US of being ‘stingy’ in its
international aid contribution. America
gives just 0.14% of its national product
in aid — less than any other
industrialised nation. The aid America
1s giving to the Asian earthquake
victims 1s not being directed via the
UN, a clear message from the US about
what 1t thinks about it.

America 1s not alone in attacking the
UN. Hilary Benn, international
development minister has also used the
tsunami as an excuse to have a go at
the UN accusing its relief agency of
being ineffective. While it may be the
case that an international agency like
the UN is bureaucratic and inefficient
moves to criticise it like Benn’s are more
to do with establishing US hegemony
than genuine concern for the poor.

While described as a ‘natural disaster’
the consequences of the earthquake are
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very much human made. The slow
response of the world’s richest nations
has increased the chance of disease and
famine, entirely avoidable deaths. The
World Health Organisation has warned
that more people may die from illness
than the direct consequences of the
earthquake.

Earlier in the year a regional disaster
planning meeting in South East Asia
had decided that the risk of a tsunami
was not high enough to justify the cost

FREEDOM, IRAQ STYLE

tter destroying Fallujah in order to
save it, the US military has drawn

up plans to keep the population
(sorry, insurgents) under control. Perhaps
unsurprisingly, the mistakes of Vietnam
are being repeated again. The people of
Fallujah will be liberated by being
imprisoned.

With the fighting in Fallujah (mostly)
over, the US military is planning to keep
insurgents from regaining control of
what is left of the city. To do this they
plan to turn it into a police state rather
than the democracy the US claimed to
be bombing for. The occupying troops
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plan to funnel returning Fallujans into
so-called citizen processing centres on
the outskirts of the city to compile a
database of their identities through DNA
testing and retina scans (all of which
sounds remarkably similar to the data
to be held on New Labour’s ID cards.
Perhaps Blunkett can get a new job
administering the system?). The ‘liberated’
citizens will then be given badges
displaying their home addresses that
they must wear at all tumes.

All of which is a tad strange, given that
betore the assault on Fallujah the US
asserted that the ‘anti-Iraqi’ insurgents
were ‘foreign fighters’ (unlike the 138,
000 American troops pounding an Iraq:
city to rubble and forcing over 200,000
[raqis from their homes into the squalor
of refugee life). Needless to say, the
assault also failed to stop the insurgency
(just as the deaths of Saddam’s sons, his
capture and the transfer of ‘sovereignty’
all failed to mark the turning point the
pundits claimed).

[t gets worse. One 1dea raised would
require all men to labour in military-
style battalions for pay. Depending on
their skills, they would be assigned jobs
In construction, waterworks, or rubble-
clearing platoons. Trotsky would be proud
—~ US imperialism has appropriated his
idea for militarisation of labour! Would
not it be easier, and more honest, just
to tattoo the identification numbers on
their wrists and sew some sort of symbol
(incorporating their ID and address)
onto their clothes?

So as well as wasting nearly $150
billion (and counting, not to mention
the US Detence Department asking for
an extra $100 billion) the invasion and
occupation of Iraq has further eroded
the already extremely weak ethical
standards of our so-called civilised
society. The Bush Government has
created the circumstances in which the
US military openly discuss using slave
labour. But what can you expect? We
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of an early warning system. In the last
hundred years tsunamis have killed

around 50,000 people in the Indian

Ocean rim. It took one and a halt hours

trom the original quake for the waves
to hit land. That would have been long
enough for many of the people killed to
have moved 1-2 km inland and escape
the ettect of the wave.

Regional contlicts including relentless
attacks by the Indonesian government

as part of their on-going contlict with

SHED NO TEARS

hen David Blunkett boasted,
charactenstically, that he would

make his predecessor as Home
Secretary, Jack Straw, “look like a woolly
liberal,” I doubt there were too many
people who believed this was possible.
But Blunkett certainly the most right-
wing home secretary this country has
had in living memory, and he revelled
in the fact. Straw may have been at least
as Draconian as Michael Howard betore
him, but he didn’t have 9-11, an event,
which it one were needed, gave Blunkett’s
authoritarianism and xenophobia full-rein.

In the wake of Blunkert's overdue
resignation a picture is being painted,
with himselt as the primary arust, of
‘an honourable man brought low by
love’. The career of this vain, arrogant,
conceited individual was not brought to
an end because of Blunkett's private life,
something he has done his utmost to deny
the rest of us, but because he 1s a har
and corrupt, neither ot which are new.

[ first met David Blunkett in 1974, and
later suffered under him when he was
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war 1n the north of
Sr1 Lanka has also hampered relief.

Anarchism could not of course stop
earthquakes but a world based on
mutual aid and cooperation would
ensure the vicims of natural disasters
were put nrst not the interests of the
statc

Richard Griffin

leader of Shettield City Council, and
neither his dishonesty, his corruption,
nor his right-wing views are recently
acqmrcd. He's \ll]lpl\' been better in the
past at hiding them. First and foremost
though, Dawid Blunkett has been a ruthless
careerist and, like Margaret Thatcher
betore him, he’s blubbing now.

Thatcher was a great political ally ro
Blunkett in his Shetfield Council days,
he could cover up the corruption and
incompetence of his administration by
blaming everything on central government:
Northern Grit squaring up to Whitehall.
Thatcher was of course despised In
Shettield, leaving the local Labour
administration as secure as a one-party
state, and they ran it accordingly. As
Blunkert well knew, during this peniod,
you could have put a red nbbon on a dog,
and people would have voted tor it.

In the 1980s Shettield City Council
may have had a publicity machine
worthy of Stalin’s Russia, but any ralk
of ‘socialism’ was never more than empty

W page 4, column 1
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Anarchism

Anarchists work rowards a society ot

mutual aid and voluntary co-operation.
We reject government, and all torms ot
exploitation and domination.

Freedom Press i1s an independent
anarchist publisher, founded in 1886.
Besides this newspaper, which comes
out every two weeks, we produce books
on all aspects of anarchist theory and
practice — see our website for a full list.

In our building in East London we run
Britain’s biggest anarchist bookshop
and host the Autonomy Club meeting
room and the Freedom Hacklab open-
access [1 space.

Our aim is to explain anarchism
more widely and to show that people
can work together and use direct action
to practically improve our lives and
build a better world.

Freedom’s editors wish to present a
broad range of anarchist thought, and
as such the views expressed in the
paper are those of the individual
contributors and not necessarily those
of the editonal collective.

Angel Alley

From the Freedom newspaper group,
Happy New Year to all our readers!
We had a welcome break over the
festive period and are now getting back
into the swing of things, albeit while
being very chilly since our boiler has
gone up the creek. Again.

Regulars will notice that this issue
has no cartoon from Morgenmuftel,
and for this we apologise, but Isy 1s off
travelling and we hope to have some
more cartoons later in the year.

But many thanks to all who have
supported us in 2004. We've been
putting the paper together for a year
now, and are stll finding our feet in
some areas, so thanks for bearing with

us. We hope we can all help Freedom
flourish in 2005!

Donations

We haven'’t yet sorted through all our
Christmas post so we haven’t any figures
on donations as yet. However we would
like to encourage people renewing their
subscriptions to please consider becoming
Supporter Subscribers, or adding a little
monthly gift to help us keep going.
Many thanks!

Contact details

Freedom Press, 84b Whitechapel High
Street, London E1 7QX

Tel/fax: 020 7247 9249
www.freedompress.org.uk

Enquiries: info@freedompress.org.uk
Copy/Letters: copy@freedompress.org.uk
Subscriptions: subs@freedompress.org.uk
Crrculation: circ@freedompress.org.uk
Freedom Press Distribution:
distro@freedompress.org.uk

Next issue

Contributions are wanted for future
Freedoms. The next issue will be dated
22nd January and the last day to get
your copy to us will be Thursday 13th
January (see contact details above for
where to send your letters/artcles). If you
are interested in writing regularly for
Freedom we want to hear from you!

|
|
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Home and away

News from the mside

Freedom for prisoners

As many of you may know, Freedom
provides tree subscriptions to anyone in
prison. If you have friends or tamily in
prison, or regularly write to a prisoner,
if they are interested we will be happy
to send them a free sample 1ssue or sub.
[f you are a prisoner yourselt we can
provide subs to any of your tellow
inmates if they wish. Please also feel

free to write to us with any news about

your imprisonment, developments in

your case or anything else!

| Update on Aachen prisoners

. The three remaining Aachen prisoners

Jose, Gabriel, and Bart remain strong
and are pleased to be receiving letters
of support from comrades ‘outside’.
Spain has requested Gabriel’s
extradition, but it’s very unlikely that
this will occur before the group stand
trial, possibly as early as January or
February. Please keep the letters and
cards going, and would anyone
speaking Castillian consider dropping
Jose a line, he only speaks Castllian
and so i1s even more 1solated than the
others. The addresses of the prisoners,
ONCe again are:

e Bart De Geeter, JVA Dusseldort,
Ulmenstasse 95, 40476 Dusseldorf,
Germany

e Gabriel Pombo da Silva, JVA Aachen,
Krefelder Strasse 251, 52070 Aachen,
Germany

* Jose Fernandez Delgado, J[VA
Bielefeld-Brackwede I, Umlostrafle
100, 33649 Bielefeld, Germany

LISTINGS

Bristol
Every Sunday the Kebele Kafe from

6.30pm, 14 Robertson Road, Easton.
For info call 0117 9399469

Gateshead

11th to 13th February Labour Spring
Conference — inside the conference
Neo-Labour tell us how caring they are
while announcing proposals to crack
down on dole scroungers and
immigrants, the unions wring their
hands and do fuck all. Outside the
People of Gateshead get to have armed

police and random stop and searches to
make them feel safe.

London

9th January ‘“The role of the Vatican in
the Rwanda massacres’, a lecture by
Linda Melvern at the South Place
Ethical Society, Conway Hall, Red Lion
Square, WC1, at 11am. For more info
see www.ethicalsoc.org.uk/events.htm
13th January Tony Allen and friends
including Sir Gideon Vein perform and
read selections from the Freedom Press
book A Summer in the Park — a journal
of Speakers” Corner from 6.30pm at
Borders Bookshop, 203 Oxford Street.
27th January Indymedia Cinema at the
Other Cinema, 11 Rupert Street, W1.
Call 020 7734 1506 (nearest tube
Piccadilly Circus or Leicester Square).
28th January Critical Mass, meet up at
6pm on the South Bank, under
Waterloo Bridge, to leave by 6:45pm.
Make sure you bring some noise, light,
life, leaflets and enthusiasm with you!

The prisoners mail 1s no longer going
through the Aachen prosecutor, but
through the Landgericht (state court),
so 1t's quicker to write to the prisoners
(individually) ¢/o AZ: 52 KS 22-04,
Landgericht Aachen, posttach 52034
Aachen, Germany.

Willi Frediani transferred

William Frediani, who together with
Alessio Perondi, 1s accused of
‘subversive conspiracy’ in Italy has
recently been transferred to Spoleto
high secunity jail in Perugia. His new
address 1s William Frediani, Casa di
Reclusione, Via Maiano 10, 06049
Spoleto (PG), Italy.

Essex Boys case referred to
Appeal Court

The case of Michael Steele and Jack
Whomes, convicted in 1998 of the murder
of three alleged local drug-dealers in the
so-called ‘Essex Boys’ case has been
referred back to the Court of Appeal.
Crucial to the men’s conviction was the
evidence of Darren Nicholls, a grass
who it has now emerged had already
made a lucrative deal to sell his story to
London Weekend Television. Comment-
ing on the matter, Jack Whomes solicitor,
James Nichol, said: “This 1s the latest
case in a long line in which people have
been wrongly convicted on the say-so
of a prison grass. It’s a scandal and
nme that either the Government
legislated or the Court of Appeal took
steps to exclude the evidence of
prisoners.”

(and a bicycle or something that rolls
but doesn't use petrol)

Newcastle

11th to 13th February Projectile: an
anarchist festival of film and ideas,
exploring the past, present, and future
of anarchism, and featuring rare and
radical films, music, entertainment,
talks and discussions. For more info see
www.projectile.org.uk

Sheffield

21st to 23rd January G8: Direct Action
Trainers” Workshops organised by
Seeds for Change Collective. In the run
up to the 2005 G8 Summit, a series of
weekend workshops for activists who
want to share their direct action skills.
By the end of the workshops you’ll be
equipped to run direct action training
sessions and helping other activists
prepare for effective action. For more
info call 0845 458 4776, email
DATW@seedsforchange.org.uk or see

http://seedsforchange.org.uk/free/diary#
oxlangla

International

20th January Worldwide General
Strike! on the day George W. Bush i1s
inaugurated for another term as US
President. Call in sick, take a personal
day. The first worldwide general strike
in history with protests everywhere. See
www.inaugurationmedia.org

27th February to 6th March Olive
Cooperative tour of Palestine, looking
at the environmental effects of the

Anarchists go to Fairford armed
with kite!

Prior to his overdue departure David
Blunkett finally admitted that the
dangerous ‘armed anarchists’ who were
searched by police under anti-terror
legislation at RAF Fairford last year
were not armed with “cudgels and
swords” as he had stated at the time,
but with a kite!

The 1dea that peace demonstrators
had arrived at a demo tooled-up with
cudgels and swords seemed ridiculous
to everyone except Blunkett and the
police.

Asked how many times stop and
search powers were used by police in
the vicinity of Fairford, Blunkett replied
that 2,254 ‘stop-searches’ had been
conducted. Asked whether swords were
found, Blunkett replied that a range of
items had been seized. “Contrary to my
understanding at the time, I now
that these did not include

understand

swords.”

Ten year old girl arrested in US

A ten year old school girl at an
elementary school in Philadelphia, USA,
was handcuffed and taken to a police
station. The reason? A pair of scissors
were discovered in her school bag,
breaking the school’s strict no weapons
policy. The cops decided as she hadn’t

threatened anyone with the 8-inch

| blades she had not committed a crime

and let her go, but she’s still waiting to
hear whether she’ll be expelled to a
special disciplinary school. The girl was

Occupation. See www.olivecoop.com
26th March The Tenth Annual San
Francisco Bay Area Bookfair, from
10am to 6pm at Golden Gate Park,
Ninth Avenue and Lincoln Way

6th July Global Day of Action at the
opening day of the G8 Summit
www.agp.org or www.dissent.org.uk

Nationwide groups

Anarchist Federation

Network of anarchist-communists
Box 2, 84b Whitechapel High Street,
London E1 7QQX

www.afed.org.uk

Antifa

Militant anti-fascist organisation

Box 36, 84b Whitechapel High Street,
London E1 7QX

www.antifa.org.uk

Class War Federation

Class struggle anarchist group
PO Box 467, London E8 3QX
www.classwaruk.org

Dissent

A network of resistance against the G8
www.dissent.org.uk

Earth First!

Ecological direct action network
www.earthfirst.org.uk

Industrial Workers of the World
Revolutionary DIY union

PO Box 74, Brighton, BN1 4ZQ

www.iww.org.uk
Solidarity Federation

Anarcho-syndicalist organisation
PO Box 469, Preston PR1 8FX
www.solfed.org.uk

For details of smaller and local groups
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reported to have “cried and cried” with
“no idea what she did wrong.”
compiled by Mark Barnsley

New Year
Salud friends and comrades! I wish all
of you the best for the new year -
strength, power and always a burning
flame in your hearts.
Greetings from the gaol.
Thomas Meyer-Falk
¢/0 jva 2.3117, Schonbornstr. 32, 76646
Bruchsal, Germany
www.freedom-for-thomas.de
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see www.enrager.net/britain

Social Centres

Autonomous Centre of Edinburgh
(ACE)

17 West Montgomery Place, Edinburgh
www.autonomous.org.uk

The Cowley Club

12 London Road, Brighton BN1 4]A
www.cowleyclub.org.uk

Freedom

84b Whitechapel High Street, London
E1 7QX

www.freedompress.org.uk

Kebele

14 Robertson Road, Easton, Bristol
BSS 6]Y

www.kebele.org

Lancaster Resource Centre (LaRC)
The Basement, 78a Penny Street,
Lancaster
www.eco-action.org/lancaster
London Action Resource Centre
(LARC)

62 Fieldgate Street, London E1
www.londonlarc.org

The Rampart

7a Rampart Street, London E1
SUMAC Centre

245 Gladstone Street, Nottingham
NG7 6HX
www.veggies.org.uk/rainbow/
1in12 Club

21-23 Albion Street, Bradford, West
Yorkshire, BD1 2LY
www.linl2.com

56a Infoshop

56 Crampton Street, London SE17
www.safetycat.org/56a
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News

In Brief

Taxing times

While it is perverse that millionaires
and skilled workers who earn more
than £31,000 are both taxed the same
rate (40%), 1t 1s even more perverse
that the highest proportion in tax is
paid by those on the lowest income.
The bottom 10%
53% of their income absorbed in tax.

0/
/0.

have (on average)

For the top 10%, it is only 3:
Thatcher’s shifting of the tax burden
from the rich paid off.

Shooting the messenger

Senior army commanders have expressed
fears that the increasingly vocal anti-Irag
war movement 1s discouraging thousands
of young men from considering a career
in the armed forces.

The source of the problem 1s, apparently,
high-profile campaigns against the war,
often led by bereaved parents and
supported by celebrities and political
figures. There is an acute recruitment
crisis in Scotland and it is spreading to
the north of England and Wales. The
problem is also evident in the Territorial
Army which has bolstered the regular
Army’s ranks in Iraq.

Perhaps, just perhaps, the recruitment
problem 1s due to the fear of being sent
to kill or be killed in an unnecessary war
based on lies from corrupt politicians
acting on behalf of an unelected US
President beholden to US multinational
corporations? Or, perhaps, it has
something to do with not wanting to be
bullied, humiliated and raped at
Deepcut and other barracks? Or,
perhaps, the desire not to be turned
into an unquestioning killing machine?

No, obviously not.

Perhaps we can solve the problem.
Let’s conscript every politician and
media hack who supported the war.
Let all those who supported the war
and who happily sent others to fight it
join them. If that happened the world
would be a far more peaceful place
and, perhaps, the army would find
other things to complain about.

Sick, sick, sick

The US has spent over $87 billion
conducting a war in Iraq. The UN
estimates that less than half that amount
could provide clean water, adequate diets,
sanitation services, and basic education
to every person on the planet.

At a time when the Iraqi child malnu-
trition rate since the occupation has
doubled, the Pentagon is spending over
$5.8 billion a month on the war in Iraq.

Big Bush

After Iraqgi insurgents killed eighteen
American and four Iraqi soldiers in
Mosul in December Bush claimed that
those who died had been on “a vital
mission for peace.”

In reality, they died to ensure his re-
election and for US imperialism. Moreover,
given that the US invaded Iraqi and
started this unnecessary, immoral war
which has killed a hundred thousand
on the basis of lies, Bush is yer again
saying that ‘war is peace’. Orwell’s
estate should start suing the Bush Junta
for plagiarising 1984!

The miners, 20 years on

In March there will be a series of events
in Doncaster and Newcastle, co-organised
by the NUM, IWW and Class War. See
www.minersadvice.co.uk/events.htm for
more information.

Save Colchester bus station

Plans to close the central bus station in Colchester

olchester council are currently

trying to push through plans to

allow the sell off of the local bus
station, opening up the land it is now
situated on for commercial development.
The bus station is used by many people,
especially older people, those living in
remote surrounding villages and the poor.
It 1s situated near the centre of town -
an ideal location for a central bus
station. However, the logic of capital
also dictates that this is also an excellent
position for private development. With
the council, as usual, being hand in
hand with property developers, there is
little surprise as to which direction they
are pushing.

The council plans to close the bus
station in 2005, saying a new bus
station will open in 2008. This will be
far less central, much smaller and in a
far less safe location. Colchester bus
station 1s the centre of bus routes for
the surrounding area, and is the starting
point, as well as changeover point for
drivers for the region. It has 21 stands,
1s relatively busy, even with recent
reductions in routes servicing outlying
regions. Although the present bus
station is currently far from perfect,
there is nothing that minor investment
in refurbishment couldn’t solve. The
suggested replacement would almost
certainly involve more cancellation of
bus services to outlying regions. It would
also be covered, which would be far
worse in terms of air quality inside for
both drivers and passengers. It would
also mean fewer buses going to the High
Street. You really have to question the
logic of this, in a town like Colchester
which is experiencing rapid growth.

The change will also leave Colchester
without a bus station for three years,
even by the council’s best estimate. And
we all know how successful projects such
as this have been at being completed on
time... Until then, buses will simply
have to stop, start, change drivers and
all these related things on an already
busy street on the edge of town — not
exactly what you want for the elderly,
nor will it do much good for the already
appalling tratfic congestion found in
Colchester.

In an attempt to sweeten the pill, the
council have resorted to what can only
be described as a campaign of mis-
information. The council claim they
have to close the present bus station to
make way for the new Visual Arts
Facility (VAF). This 1s simply not true.
The VAF will be tucked away in one
corner, and with a minor adjustment to
the VAF’s proposed position, the
present bus station could continue to
operate as now. Colchester Anarchist
Group supports the VAF project, which
amongst other things, will house the best
collection of modern Latin American
art in Europe. Visitors are expected to
come from far and wide, and will be a
great benefit to the town, but not at the
cost of the towns public transport
infrastructure.

Colchester Council are playing the
oldest trick in the book. They really
want the site for commercial develop-
ment, not primarily for the arts. To try
and push this through they tell us we
cannot have this arts facility without
getting rid of the bus station, and they
hope nobody will notice the commercial
development until it is too late. This
policy 1s an attempt divide the people
of Colchester against each other. It’s not
uncommon to hear people say “We
don’t want that new arts centre!” when
they are told they have to give up their
bus station to make way for it.
Meanwhile, supporters of the arts
accuse us of being philistines, and living
in the past. However, the doesn’t take
into account the simple fact that the
bus station and the VAF are not
mutually exclusive. The enemy of this
new facility isn’t those wishing to save
the bus station, but council greed.

There is vast amounts of local
support for keeping the bus station in
its current location. There have been
three separate council consultations
over the last three years, all of which
have shown overwhelming support for
not moving the bus station. There have
also been two separate polls in local
newspapers, one of which in the Essex
County Standard showing 94% (yes,
ninety four) support for it remaining
where it 1s. The other, in the East

Upping the price

ajor events from Glastonbury to
Cambridge’s Strawberry Fair
could be facing huge costs if a
new government plan comes into force.

Changes to the licensing system
would impose taxes of between £5,000
and £50,000, depending on the number
of people attending. Events of more than
seventy five thousand people would
attract the top sum, with events of
more than six thousand people facing
£5,000 costs.

The amounts are to be paid to local
councils, and are supposed to be used
to pay for health and safety checks.

Although councils are allowed to
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Anglian Daily Times, despite much of
the data
gallery, a
moving the bus station was the only

being collected in a local art
ongside council lies that

way we could receive the new arts
facility, still showed 64% in favour of it
staying. The local *Save Our Bus

L Station” campaign (which members of
Colchester Anarchist Group have been
heavily involved in) has collected in
excess of 8,000 signatures in ten weeks.
And yet still, the council tries to sneak
through these plans without public
debate, with plans to hold a vote on
final plans within days of their
publication. We have little hope the
council will take any notice whatsoever
of this, however we feel it is of great
importance to expose just how much in
opposition to public opinion the plans
of the council are.

This project is part of a wider
Colchester council scheme to redevelop
the entire area around the bus station,
which will see widespread gentrification
of Colchester in the name of profit for
land developers. There 1s a wide array
of groups involved in the campaign

against its closure alongside ‘Save Our

charge for one-off events already, the
department of culture, media and sport
wish to create an official shding scale,
raising concerns that councils will no
longer waive fees for events such as
school or hospital fundraisers.

Smaller events with around six thousand
people, or low-profit enterprises such as
the Strawberry Fair, could be put out of
business altogether.

The annual London Anarchist Bookfair
costs around £5,000 in total and brings
in between two to three thousand
people. If the event grew large enough,
a mimnimum tax of £5,000 could make
it all but impossible to host legally.

are being met with stiff opposition, writes Jack Upton
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Bus Stanion’, including local Residents

Associations, the bus users group and
even Bob Russell, our Lib Dem MP
(despite this project being pushed by
our Lib Dem/Tory coalition council). As
more and more of the councils lies
around this project crumble away, and
their blatant profiteering is exposed,
local opposition grows, and there are
plans by those involved in the campaign
to take it further. Our upcoming plans
include the further spreading of
information and countering council
propaganda, protests outside relevant
council meetings and continued
petitioning, as well as whartever action
1s deemed necessary should the council
attempt to push this through against
the will of the people of Colchester. The
struggle, as they say, continues...

Jack Upton'is a member of Colchester

.Anarchist Group.

For more information on Colchester's Save Our
Bus Station Campaign, contact Tim Oxton at
oxton@onetel.com or Colchester Anarchist
Group at CAG@riseup.net or our website
www.colchesteranarchistgroup.org.uk

Tony, an organiser for the book fair,
said: “The future of the bookfair would
be in doubt. I guess we'd work out a
way to get around it out of sheer
bloody mindedness but it would be
ditficult to see how. Raising an extra
£5,000 would literally be raising double
what we do now. It’s not needed
anyway, big venues like ULU (where
the book fair was held last year)
already carry out incredibly rigorous
health and safety checks.”

The plan could come into force as
early as 7th February, leaving almost
every big event in the country out of
pocket.
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