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BA WILDCAT

two-day wildcat strike by baggage

handlers fighting the mass sacking

of 667 catering workers at troubled
company Gate Gourmet has ended with
all 1,000 staff back at work as of 12th
August.

On Monday 8th, two hundred statt met
in the factory canteen to discuss their
rejection of a new deal enforcing longer
hours and making delivery drivers pay
for their own petrol. Managers allegedly
locked them 1n for four hours without
access to toilet tacilites h.l\'lng been
unable to make them go back to work.

A 100-person picket came out in protest
the next day, and they were sacked after
a ten minute ultimatum to get back to
work. Others were dismissed by mega-
phone later in the company car park, while
workers on holiday or maternity leave
had P45s posted through their letterboxes.
Their final pay packets were also docked.

On 10th August, the wildcat strike
began. Members of the tight-knit com-
munity, based largely around Heathrow,
who worked in baggage handling, came
out to highlight both the nature of the
sackings and accompanying attacks on
wages and conditions at the in-flight
catering company.

(Gate Gourmet have been looking to cut
statt for over a year, as the continuing
drive by airlines such as BA to reduce
thght costs impacts on revenues. The
problem was compounded in March by
the loss of major customer Virgin Atlantic.

As a result, negotiations over possible
wage cuts and job losses have been on-

3-WEEK

group of Ugandan refugees are into

their third week of hunger strikes

In protest at proposals to deport
them. Thirty women are involved in the
protest, at Yarl’s Wood in Bedfordshire,
which they hope will persuade the
government they are serious about the
danger they would be put in if they
were sent back.

One woman said: “Despite Uganda
being cited as one of the safer and more
stable African countries, we were raped,
beaten, imprisoned and then forced to
flee for our lives. If we are returned. our
lives will be in great danger.

“People who have been deported to
Uganda have been taken into detention
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going, though not successful, with the
TGWU. A spokesperson for Gate Gourmet
said: “Earlier this vear Gate Gourmet UK
management had agreed to a deal because
the TGWU Regional Organiser informed
them that he could secure a ‘yes’ vote In
a ballot in June. However, the statt
heavily voted against the union’s own
recommended proposal.”

A secondary plan has also been in the
works, as boss Eric Born set up a new
recruitment company, Versa Logistics,
in January, hiring scab labour from
Eastern Europe to undercut existing
staff. Born is the sole member of the Versa
board and has admitted it’s primary
function 1s as a strikebreaking service.

A spokesman said “Versa was set up
c.lrly this year due to the threat of
imminent strike action. It was important
to have a contingency plan.”

He and company CEO David Segal
are already well known anti-union
figures in Texas.

BA have complained that staff demand
overtime for working outside their remit,
and that productivity 1s low. Nevertheless,
the average full time wage for Gate
Gourmet’s UK worktorce in London 1s
just £13,000 per annum - largely
because of the overtime payments — and
productivity has not significantly changed
since the company was bought by Texas
Pactic in 2002 from Swiss Air for an
estimated £441m.

BA originally owned the company,
but spun it off for £65m in 1997.

The company has revenues of £1.06bn

and disappeared.”

Reports have emerged of poor treat-
ment at the centre. Women in Yarl’s Wood
are being prevented from sending faxes
about their legal case to support groups
(faxes are free, unlike phone calls).

Managers have said women can only
contact their lawyers, but many have
no lawyer and need help finding one or
getting a second legal opinion.

Rape survivors have also been prevented
from contacting Black Women’s Rape
Action Project and Women Against
Rape, depriving them of specialist help
that may have a direct bearing on whether
the legal case that is made to the
authorities on their behalf is accurate
and complete.,

Women are also facing other harass-
ment, according to Legal Action for
Women. A spokesperson said: “Male
guards entered the room of Harriet
Anyangokolo, the spokeswoman for the
hunger strikers, late at night without
knocking, once when she was in her
underwear and once when she was naked.
Ms Anyangokolo was so traumatised
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and 22,000 employees. Gate Gourmet
lost £22m 1in 2004 and looks set to
lose £25m this year, and hopes to
save £8m from the cuts. However,

the original hoped-tor figure earlier
this year was £14m, suggesting that

cuts will continue in other sectors of

UNGER STRIKE

by this, as it brought back memories ot
the rape she suttered while in detention
in Uganda, that she attempted suicide.

Many of the women are HIV positve,
and face uncertain medical provision if
sent away, but will nevertheless be removed
if the hunger strikes fail. A hunger striker
said: “Home Otfice assurances that
medical treatment 1s available to people
with AIDS who are deported, are not
true. Just the tests alone cost the average
monthly wage of a civil servant and we
don’t even have jobs or housing to
return to."

A Home Ottice spokesperson said there
had been no complaints to back up the
allegations, while Yarl’s Wood statt said
to the BBC: “Everyone’s needs are being
taken care of and there i1s no question
of people not being looked after properly.”
Yarl’s Wood is run by a private company,
GSL UK Led.

For more information contact: Legal Action for
Women, Crossroads Women's Centre, PO Box
287, London NW6 5QU, Tel 020 7482 2496
minicom/voice, Fax 020 7209 4761; 07958
152 171, email: law@crossroadswomen.net
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the business.

Tony Woodley, chairman of the TGWU,
said: “It 1s Classic American-style union
busting.”

The two day strike i1s estimated to have
delayed up to 300,000 people and cost
BA up to £40m. BA have hired private

iInvestigators to find out whether the
[ GWU helped the strikers in any

which would make them liable tor a

WwWay.

costly law suit as both unotticial stniking
and secondary picketing are illegal in
the UK.

Rob Ray

TESCO TEMPS

esco has faced protests across three

countries in solidarity with striking

temporary workers at their Greenhill
Distribution Centre in Dublin. UK
activists organised pickers at more than
half a dozen stores in Liverpool, London,
Oxtord, Nottungham, Beltast, Glasgow
and Leeds, reporting widespread support
trom shoppers and staff for the action,
as well hostility toward Tesco and
temping in general. Further actions were
planned from the 10th to 12th August
in the Polish towns of Gdansk, Poznan
and Warsaw.

The dispute centres on Tesco’s exploita-
tion of Polish workers employed through
the Grafton Recruitment Agency. The
supermarket chain used the carror of
permanent contracts and the stck ot
threatening instant dismissal to force
workers to adhere to ever increasing
production targets. Workers organising
as the ‘Committee of Detence of Temp
Workers in Tesco' protested to manage-
ment, only for two workers - Radek
Sawicki and Zbyszek Bukala - to be
fired. Protesters are demanding their
reinstatement, along with equal pay tor

| temporary workers and in-house contracts
atter three months work.

The Liverpool picket, carried out by
Polish ex-agency workers and T&G
members, carried a banner reading:
“We can change this situation. We're
highting for improvement now! Let’s
not allow ourselves to be exploited by
employment agencies.”

Elsewhere, Glasgow Tesco was picketed
by 20 activists under the banner ot the
Industrial Workers of the World, with
the same Hackney store targeted in
May Day’s Precarity Assembly action
once again receiving visitors. One
London worker leaving the store told
protesters, “I shouldn’t be seen talking
to vou lot here, but I just wanted to say
[ torally support this”.
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Home and away

NHS computer risk

The £6bn plan to introduce a nanonwide
NHS computer system and patient data-
base could be suspended as tears about
tuture funding and support trom the
mitative amongst local NHS trusts.

Lack of consultation trom central
government with local chiefs trying to
implement the scheme has also led to low
morale and disengagement, according
to a report tfrom the Department of
Public Health.

The database has received heavy
criticism from civil rights groups and the
left-wing press over its potential tor abuse.
Anvone who logs on to the system wall
be able to hind out personal details
about patients.

Costs are also spiralling, up trom £6bn
to current projected costs of £30bn by
20135; vear on year this will be equivalent
to almost halt the total government
increase 1n health spending.

ID cards fingered

The case tor ID cards has sutfered a
setback afrer the minister in charge ot
implementing them admitted the £6bn
scheme would not prevent terrorism or
traud.Home Ofhce minister Tom McNulty
said that the government had exaggerated
the benefits of the scheme.

The news comes after similar comments
by Charles Clarke, the Home secretary,
who said, shortly after the 7/7 bombings,
that they would not have been prevented,
and a report by senior researchers at the
London School of Economics condemning
the scheme’s inethiciencies.

Phil Booth, from No2ID said: “Mr
McNulty’s artempr to ‘come clean’
doesn’t change the fact the Home
Oftice 1s sull spending our money to
pushing its deceptive ID plan on us.”

Mass act of defiance

Protests against the Serious Organised
Crnime and Police bill to prohibit
unauthorised protests at the houses of
parliament have gone extremely badly.
with low turnouts and a strong police
reaction.

Si1x were arrested at the protest,
which drew around 150 people. Police
officers patrolled the square, using stop
and search orders to get the names and
addresses of anyone who could be a
possible protester.

“It’s madness,” said one woman. “How
can you go and kill so many thousands
of people [in Irag] and yet you refuse
freedom and democracy here?”

“I cannot comment about that,” said
one officer.

Brian Haw, who the law was onginally
aimed at due to his constant daily protests
about government policy at the site, was
exempted from the ban following a High
Court case late last month.

Bonehead not snakehead

A BNP member has been caught
smuggling illegal immigrants into Britain.
Ben Boylen, 27, had an Albanian woman
inside his car and two of her children
hidden in the boor when he was stopped
by immigration officials driving off a
ferry at Dover.

He was so embarrassed that he told
friends in the BNP that he had been
smuggling drugs. Boylen pleaded guilty
to smuggling three Albanians after
initially saying he was giving the woman
a hift. He told officers: “Why would 1 do
this? I'm a member of the BNP.”

An immigration source said: “He was
trying to pass off the woman as his wife
but she looked nothing like the passport

photo and didn’t speak a word of
English.™

Around the world

e ARGENTINA: Anti-capitalist and

autonomous workers groups have 1ssued
a call ro acton tor 4th and Sth November,
when the US President George W. Bush
(pictured above) will be in Argentina to
tinalise the Free Trade Area of the
Americas (ALCA) agreement, at the

Organization of American States (OAS).
It was a call to action against NAFTA
(the north Amenican free trade agreement)
that culminated in the EZLN revolution
on Ist January 1994 (see Zapata ot
Mexico by Peter E. Newell, published
by Freedom Press).

e POLAND: Andrze; Mierzwinski, an
activist with Solidarity since 1990, is
taking an unprecedented legal “action
against the union for failing to protect
his interests. Mierzwinski was fired
trom his work at a bakery loading flour
after taking medical leave on the advice
of his doctor. When he contacred
Malopolska Regional Solidanity for
support, they said they could not help.
A Solidanty leader told Gazeta
Wyborcza newspaper that “we came to
the conclusion that an employer has the
right to fire a worker who was on
medical leave so long.”

e |RELAND: Big Plane Small Axe, the
new film by Margaretta D’Arcy on the
mis-trials of Mary Kelly — the anti-war
activist who took an axe to a US
aircraft at Shannon airport in January
2003 in protest against US military

Turin anti-fascists released

The seven Turin ann-fascists imprisoned
in July have now been released, but are
still subject to house arrest. They were
oniginally arrested in raids connected to
an anti-fascist demonstration in Turin in
June, and remain charged with ‘subversive
association’, ‘pillage’, ‘devastation’, and
‘use of force against a police officer’.

William Frediani

Also 1n Italy Il Silvestre defendant
William Frediani has been released
from prison, but remains under house
arrest.

Harjit Gill

American animal-rights activist Harjit
Gill, who was recently sentenced to six
months in a halfway house would
appreciate letters of support: Harjit
Singh Gill, 148118-097, 111 Taylor
Street, San Francisco, CA 94102, USA.

Jeremy Bamber evidence
Lawyers acting for Jeremy Bamber believe
that new evidence will clear him of the

Prison n

presence in Ireland - 1s now available
(trom Freedom, or from Margaretta
D’Arcy, 10 St Bnidget’s Place Lower,
Galway, Ireland, tor £11, including
postage and packaging).

['he film recaptures the rhythm of the
trals through the excitement, tear, glee
and heartbreak expressed by Mary’s
tamily and supporters. Kelly was charged
with crnnminal damage and, atter three
trials, was sentenced to two years’ gaol,
suspended. “Every single day, every
hour of every day, they have banned the
unspeakable subject ot the war in Iraq.
She’s put it back in court and she’s

Margaretta D'Arcy (nght)

detied them to do it. Its now a matter

ot court record! Three different trnals,

they haven’t put her away, she hasn’t

apologised for busting their plane!”
As free as a bird!

e ENGLAND: Global Women’s Strike
need support for their continuing
Community Anti-War Picket and Open
Mic each Wednesday between 5.30 and
7pm, on Parliament Square. Called by
women in February 2003, under the
theme Invest In Caring Not Killing, the
picket “highlights the often hidden
struggle women make for the survival
of tamilies and communities against
war, coups and occupations”.

Since 1st August, new legislation
(Serious Organised Crime and Police
Act) has criminalised peaceful protest in
and around Parliament Square. Police
can impose draconian conditions on

protests including: when and where 1t

1985 murder of his family. Bamber, now
44, has always denied shooting his
adoptive parents, Neville and June
Bamber, along with his sister, Sheila
Catell, and her twin six-year-old sons.
The new evidence, which has been
submutted to the Criminal Cases
Review Commuission, is said to prove
that Bamber was in police custody
when Catfell was killed. Scientists will
be called to argue that apparently fresh
blood on Caffell’s body means she can
only

have died a maximum of two
hours before a number of photographs
not seen by the jury in Bamber’s trial
were taken at around nine on the
morning of the murders.

A log of police activity also records
that blood was seen flowing from the
mouth of Caffell ar about 7.30am.
Police records show that Bamber, then
24, had been with police since about
3.00am after he had called police to tell
them about a disturbance at the
farmhouse. Giovanni Di Stefano, the
high-profile Italian legal adviser acting
for Bamber, said he believed that the

can take place; how long it can last;
how many people can attend; how
much noise can be made; and the
number and size ot banners and
placards used. GWS said: “We intend
to establish that we are a ‘continuing’

demonstration and are theretore

exempt from the new law. Please join

us. We appreciate your support.”

e JAPAN: President Koizumu (pictured

below) has stepped down and called a

I
new election in protest at his own polincal
base ftoiling his plan to privatse Japan
l‘n\t. (hc Stare m\ncd m.nl nct\\m'k,
earlier this month.

Koizumi has been under severe pressure
trom his own party in recent months, as
he tries to impose a stronger neo-liberal
policy in the country.

As the election campaign starts, Koizumi
has finally caved in to international
pressure and will for the hirst time this
year, not be visiting the notorious
Yasukuni Shrine shrine in Tokyo, which
honors 14 Class-A war criminals
responsible tor Japan’s aggression war
against its neighbouring countries.

In other news, Japan has reacted
belatedly to the Freidmanite US govern-
ment’s decision to impose steel tariffs

on them by banning American tractors

and ball bearings.

pictures were enough to quash his
client’s five convictions for murder.

Prison slavery pickets

Leeds CAPS group continue to hold
regular pickets of Wilkinson stores in
protest at the company’s continued
exploitation of the forced labour of
British prisoners. The latest picket by
the group was of an open day at
Wilko’s soon to be opened store in
Armley, close to the notorious Leeds
prison. More pickets are planned and
solidarity actions are requested.
Leaflets can be downloaded from the CAPS
website at: www.againstprisonslavery.org.
Contact againstprisonslavery@mail.com.

Freedom To Protest conference

A conference is being organised on the

theme of new repressive legislation and
its relation to protest. “The aim of the

conference is to share experiences, and

promote mutual aid and co-ordination

among groups threatened by repressive
laws, and to develop effective strategies
tor standing up for our freedom to

Freedom 20th August 2005
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e USA: Indicted at the end of May
under the controversial Federal Animal
Enterprise Terrorism Act, the SHAC 7
are activists persecuted under the
provision of the act which seeks to
punish anyone who ‘physically disrupts
an animal enterprise’. It’s not hard to
see how and why such wording has
come about.

Specifically, the SHAC 7 are alleged
to have operated a website reporting on
and expressing ideological support for
protest activity against HLS and its
business attihates. If convicted, they
tace a total of 23 years in prison and
upwards of $1.25 million in fines.

Immediately atter the indictment a
series of rallies and protests began.

Supporters have been following
developments in legal proceedings in
Trenton (New Jersey) and a defence
fund was set up. Source after source,
blogs, news reports, websites and print
and online campaigns have covered the
case and its implications for dissent, the
Guerilla News Network (GNN) having
been particularly supportive.

Louis Further

protest against injustice and oppression.

“We want the conference to be a
positive and empowering event, focusing
on what we can all do to fight against
injustice and oppression, rather than
tocusing on lots of scary examples of
repressive measures (which we know
exist!).”

Individuals, groups, and organisations
are invited to get involved in organising
the conference. More information at
tfreedomtoprotest.org.uk

Prison ship closes

HMP Weare, the Prison Service’s latter-
day prison hulk, moored at Portland in
Dorset, has finally closed after long-
standing criticism from virtually every
part of the political spectrum. The
prisoners who were held there have
been transferred to other jails, along
with prison staff. The future of the
ship, which was previously used as a
troop ship in the Falklands and later as
a floating jail in the US, has not been
disclosed.

compiled by Mark Bamnsley
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A very personal debt crisis

The number of people applying for bankruptcy protection is at its

here has been a significant rise in

the number of people declaring

themselves insolvent, while many
more are taking Individual Voluntary
Arrangements® with their creditors this
year.

It brings the number of self-declared
bankruptcies for this fiscal year to
100,000 tor the tirst ttme.
1s up trom 22,000 in 1997
Labour hrsr came to power. The figure

5% of the total, the rest

The number

when

represc nts /
being made up of creditor-forced
insolvency.

High street banks seem to be viewing
this as a long-term problem, as they
have recently increased the amount of
money in their protection fund for bad
debts. Barclay’s bank, who made a
record-breaking £4bn profit in the last
half of the year, said: “Credit provisions
rose 20%, driven principally by an
increase in delinquencies and a
reduction in recoveries in UK credit
cards.” New rules regarding bankruptcy,
which clears a person’s credit status
after one year rather than three, have
played a part in the increased number,

according to insolvency specialists, but
1s mainly down to wider economic
intluences.

Howard Archer, chiet UK economist
at Global Insight, said: “The sharp
jump in the number of individual
insolvency highlights the fact that many
people have borrowed to their limits,
making them vulnerable to even the
relatively modest rise in interest rates
that occurred through to August
2004.”

The high number of people living on
the edge of bankruptcy through
borrowing may have its roots in the
sales techniques of the banks. Two
people who posted to Libcom.org, a
libertarian website, described their
experiences:

“They hand out credit left, right and
" said The Button. “I hadn’t had

a bank account for six years, | walked

Loyal mail

xecutives at Royal Mail are planning
to cut between 30 to 40,000 jobs
from the company’s workforce over

centre,

the next five years, according to a new
plan submirtted this month.

The cuts follow 53,000 layoffs since
2000, and would represent a total loss of
nearly half of all Royal Mail employees
over this decade if carried through.

LECG, employed by communications
regulator Postcomm to look into Royal
Mail, revealed senior statf were plannning
job cuts before Postcomm’s recent decision
to quash plans to substantially raise
postage pricesas part of their
Investigations.

Royal Mail chairman Alan Leighton had
originally blamed the announced cuts on
Postcomm’s refusal to allow him to raise
the price of stamps by over 30%.

highest since 1965, reports Rob Ray

into HSBC with the missus, walked out
with a joint bank account, an overdraft
tacility and a mortgage.

“A couple of months later, they sent
me a pre-approved ofter for a gold
credit card, which I applied tor because

and

they give me a £6,000 overdraft limit.

it’s handy for buying online,

The missus applies for one, and they
gave her a £6,000 limit too - and
she’s a full-time student (albeit a
funded one). So that’s £12.000
credit between us.”

Chris said: “The lending institutions
have dished out credit irresponsibly. To
individuals to fund lifestyles beyond
their means and to companies who are
desperate for investment capital for
businesses that rely on faulty
predictions of demand.

“Debrt is the newest form of slavery.
It’s a consequence of a policy of
strategic de-industrialisation carried out
not for the sake of economic efficiency,
but for the purposes of social control.”

A continuing slump in retail and
manufacturing trade has led to large-
scale layoffs and increasing unemploy-
ment across the UK

Manufacturing output and sales fell
tor the fourth month in a row in July.
The overall economy 1is at its weakest
for twelve years, according to the
government.

Business analysts hope a 0.25% cut
In interest rates, imposed by the bank
of England earlier in August, will boost
the economy. The cut will be equivalent
to a £25 annual saving on a £10,000

debt, or just over £2 a month.

* IVAs are long term agreements where a debtor
will agree to a partial write-off of their debts
with their creditors in order tor avoid going

into bankruptcy, where the crediror 1s likely

to lose all their unsecured loan money and the

debrtor loses house/furniture, etc.. and continues
to pay back at a reduced rate. Generally only

suitable for people with £15,000 or more of
debr.

Instead, Postcomm have said they wall
allow a more modest rise of around 10%
over the next four years.

The LECG report suggests Royal Mail
can achieve this. It said: “Cost control
targets imposed by regulators are rarely
welcomed by the companies they regulare,
and are often described as unachievable.
Notwithstanding this, these targets are
generally exceeded.”

The public service loses money when
transporting stamped mail, but made
£537m in operating profits this year
after staff managed a miraculous
turnaround in services and efficiency.

Leighton has artacked these loss-
making sectors of the public service,
wishing to make the company a viable
commerical concern.

The spending of Royal Mail’s executives

‘As protest group Smash EDO prepare for a mass demo on 13th August to kick-start the 2005 Smash EDO
Peace Camp, EDOMhavehad two activists remanded in Lewes. Campaigners are planning a week long
pmt&stcanp from the 13111 to 19th August. Pictured above is a cage roadblock.

Since the beginning of 2 -a broad cross-section of activists in Brighton has been campaigning to shut
down the weapon manufacturers. The company manufacture electrical components for missiles, fighter
planes and tanks at their premises on the Home Farm industrial estate, Moulsecoomb. In 2003 they gained

a contract for the supp
usedandlethalweapan
weapons to the Israeli state.

The movement agai

/ of release mechanisms for the Paveway series of guided bombs, the most widely
the invasion of Iraq. EDO also supply equipment to companies known to sell

t EDO MBM includes anti-capitalists, academics, students, peace/anti-war activists,

'hmanngztsgmups, Palestme solidarity activists and faith groups. Many were involved in the mass

umnentagamst«&ewmadgmonausomehavebeentoconﬂlctzonesands&nmeeﬂectsofthe

has been criticised by LECG however,

who in their report noted that £1.4bn 1s
due to be spent on investment. The report
said these:
which have a significantly negative impact

“poorly supported initiatives
on value”, had seen no real financial case
made for them.

CWU deputy general secretary Dave
Ward said: “We will be seeking an urgent
meeting with the Royal Mail Board and
Government to address our legitimate
concerns. In particular, we want the
company to be more honest with employees
abourt their long-term agenda.”

In related news, engineers who service
the Royal Mail network have voted to
strike in a dispute over pay.The staft,
employed to maintain post office property
following an outsourcing deal, voted by
69% to take action.

lanned job cuts in Bury St Edmunds,

Suffolk have been met with strike

action by the FBU, as ballor threats
continue on the issue of government
plans to regionalise the entire service.

Firefighters struck on 8th August,
only briefly leaving the picker line to
help a 45-year-old woman who had
collapsed in front of the fire station to
get to hospital.

Budget-slashes imposed by the local
fire authority, reported in Freedom in
June, would see 12 tull-ume posts go
trom the local service - to be replaced
by retained personnel. The total number
of tull-time crew is 40.

The move would leave the turntable
ladder, a vital piece of firefighting
equipment, crewed by non-
professionals and severely impact on

FBU trike at Suffolk

the service’s community outreach
programme, designed to help with fire
safety.

Suttolk FBU stated: “According to
the Chartered Institute of Public
Finance and Accountancy Annual Fire
Staustics of the 22 Combined Fire
Authorities and county fire brigades in
England with populations of less than
900,000, Suftolk 1s bortom of the table
in terms of fire service spending.”

Bury 1s currently 67 retined crew
short in Suffolk, leading to doubts over
claims by the fire authority that the lost
firemen would be replacable.

[t was confirmed on the 11th August
that the government is planning to
close local fire control centres in favour
of a £1bn scheme with nine regional
centres.
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