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A COMPANY EDUCATION

new government white paper on

education has been released,

suggesting sweeping changes to the
education system.

Acknowledged openly as a form of
privatisation, the paper closely parallels
Tony Blair’s ‘reforming vision’ for
education, with the Prime Minister
writing the paper’s foreword himself.

[t has been envisaged that the state
sector as it currently exists will have
competition introduced in bidding wars
for the education remit.

Successful schools will be given
greater financial freedom, while
struggling schools would be given
one year to improve their performance
or face closure, to be replaced by
one of four systems; trusts, founda-
tions, voluntary aided schemes or
academues.

Although any group being com-
missioned to take on an educational
role will have to be non-profit, the
paper emphasises non-governmental
schooling, encouraging not just parents
to form their own schools but faith
organisations and corporate groups
as well.

One example cited in the report of
how an existing corporate schooling
group might be structured 1s Telford,
which 1s funded by two sponsors,
Mercers’ company (specialists in
human resource consultation) and
Tarmac (one of Britain’s biggest
construction groups).

Sixteen schools are associated with
the project, with the company controlling

the entire governing body of several.

he preliminary findings of the

Turner report — a commission on

pensions expected to be highly
influential on future government policy
— have received a mixed reaction after
they were leaked ahead of their official
release.

Controversial measures to increase the
statutory retirement age to 67 for state
pensions have angered unions, though
parallel suggestions that companies
should be forced to contribute more to
the pensions pot have been well
received.

The commission has also suggested
that the later retirement date should be
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Although parents will also be given
encouragement to set up their own
schools, there have been criticisms
that the bidding process will make 1t
ditficult for parents to compete against
better-funded rivals.

['he paper also suggests giving a ‘free
choice’ tor children to go to one of
their three nearest state schools.
However, the competitive entry system
will be retained or introduced for
more popular establishments, with
pupils having to take their second or
third choice should tht"\ tail to beat
their peers.

One teacher, contacted by Freedom,
said of the proposals: “There’s some
interesting stuft in there like parents
being able to set up new schools. But
it’s another thorn 1n the side of teachers,
saying we aren’t doing a good job
and i1t’s just more changes which are
almost impossible for people to keep
up with.

“The less the government intervenes
the better, but if they are just handing
control to other groups or companies
which are even less accountable then
that’s even worse.

“There 1s a problem with schools
already taking just the most able pupils,
and heads get quite paranoid about
being called a failing school. But some-
times you just don’t have a chance in
some areas.

“It’s ditticult to see how much power
will be given to companies. If the whole
governing board of a school is run
by the Tarmac Company, are they

doing it out of the goodness of their

ottset by a higher pensions rate — up
from a basic rate of £80 to £109.

Statistics released later in the week
have pointed out that approximately
3.4% ot the male population who’ve
reached 65 will die before they reach
67, significantly reducing the likely
payout by etfectively consigning them
to ‘work til you drop’.

The commission has said that the
increase in the state pension is effectively
a reallocation of money, largely trading
a larger payout for the later start. How-
ever, the likely drop in the number of
claimants through death makes it likely
that extra money will be recouped over
time.

Legal & General have said that in
order for people to make up the two
year difference and retire at 65, they
would have to put around £6,000 more
into the port,

Alongside the proposals for the basic
state pension it was revealed that a
second state pension would be suggested,

hearts? Will they keep their distance?

“Schools are expensive and the govern- |
ment are trying to spend less on them -
of course, if they didn’t spend so much ’
on war maybe they’d have more to |
spend on education.”

The largest expansion announced
would be the rise of academy schools
over the next five years, from 27 today
to 200 1in 2010.

with an opt-out available, which would
be imposed automatically on individuals
and companies.

Called the ‘Britsaver’ account, pay-
ments of around 6% of income would
seem likely. The measure has been
campaigned for by several unions
over the past few years as an alternative
to major changes to the existing
scheme.

The proposals will also include the
possibility of higher taxes to help fund
both the Pensions Protection Fund and
the government’s own attempts to cover
its pensions shorttall.

The government has come under fire
in both aspects ot its own policymaking
in the last two weeks. The Pensions
protection fund has been widely ndiculed
as it has been unable to draw in enough
tunding to fulfil its purpose of providing
a pensions safety net.

The tund has not taken in enough
money from big business and is running

wp page 6, column 5

Hailed as the solution to a shortage 1n
certain labour areas, such as construction,
finance and manutfacturing, academies
will specifically train pupils from a
younger age ftor certain roles.

The NUT have attacked the academy
system as too expensive and have accused
them of undermining the general educa-
rion svstem.

Research by the union has shown that
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DOWN UNDERHEEL

n 15th November there was a huge

march of over 500.000 pcnplc ACTOSS

Australia against the government’s
new Industrial Relations law. They were
calling for strong resistance against the
bill’s dranconian policies.

The march, which involved one 1n
torty of the population (or one in
twenty voters), saw up to 250,000
people fill the streets ot Melbourne.

The new laws give the government
the right to call any strike illegal, as it
gives powers to the ministry to
intervene in ‘essential services’. The
concept of essential is defined by the
minister in charge, and can cover all
public and private sector workplaces.

“Third party’ companies atfecred by a
strike will also be able to order its halt
it the law 1s passed.

The ettect, according to unions, is to
ban the right to strike in all bur a
handtul ot cases throughout Australia.

The bill even attacks the right to
organise itselt, Unions will not be able

to access sites at all where the boss has

gained a ‘conscientious objection’
certificate because they have a beliet
prohibiting people belonging to unions
Or associanons.

There will also be strict limitations
on the unions right ot entry by torcing
any elected worker representative to
prove he or she 1s a ‘ht and proper
person’. Union reps will be torced to
request in writing when and why they
want to visit the site and will be
quarantined in one room.

The Howard government has already
outlawed the right to strike tor building
and construction unions in legislation
slammed through in August and
applying retrospectively to carch
unions’ campaigns.

One writer in Australian Anarchist
Age said: “The Industrial ‘Destruction’
legislation that i1s being lobbed into
Parhhament by the Prime Minister with
the adroitness of an SAS soldier
throwing a hand grenade into a bunker,
will eventually maim and kill thousands
of Australians.”
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Home and away

In-house cleanout

A council press othcer, fired for strongly
opposing a proposed housing stock
transfer at Tower Hamlets, has tound
support from members of the NUJ and
Unison umons. At an packed NU]J chapel
meeting on 9th November, Eileen Short’s
colleagues vored to take strike action
against the council decision to make her
redundant. Unison, representing two other
sacked members of statt, have also lent
their support.

Eileen was rold she was redundant as
part of a review, despite there being tour
other vacancies suitable for her. She 1s a
prominent local member ot pressure
group Detend Council Housing.

At a protest outside the town hall on
7th November speakers trom the NU],
Unison, Natfhe, FBU and other nearby
Unison branches voiced their anger at
the sacking.

Messages of support to Eileen /o Tower Hamlets
Unison, 41/47 Bow Road, London E3 28BS Fax:
020 7364 5033 or towerhamlets@unisonfree.net

FBU hullabaloo
Members of the West Midlands Fire
Brigades Union (FBU) have gone on strike
four days out of ten this month. The
dispute, over compensation payments for
anti-social working hours and travel costs
following the introduction of a new shift
system In the area, saw solid strikes on the
14th, 17th, 21st and 23rd of November.
Pete Gallagher, West Midlands Brigade
Secretary said: “We don’t want to take
strike action but local managers are
refusing any attempts at Compromise.
Managers want major changes to shifts
that force us to finish work much later
and work more days in the year. These
clearly have a major impact on family
life as well as working life. At the weekend
they made cosmetic changes to their offer
so they could dress it up as a compromuse.
But they knew it fell well short of the
expectations of local fire crews.”

NUM fund flap

An mnvestigation has alleged that the
Natonal Union of Miners has made
millions from taking a cut of miners’
health compensation money for legal
tees they never paid. Following on the
heels of another invesnganon which found
a similar alleged misuse of funds at the
Union of Democratic Mineworkers, the
findings show an estimated £10m has
been siphoned into NUM coffers.

Some of the money has been ploughed
back into legal proceedings, as the NUM
attempt to win a compensation claim for
an arthritic condition known as ‘miners
knee’. Law firm Raleys has so far made
£53m from handling 28,000 cases for the
NUM, but took government, rather than
union money. Of 750,000 claims that
were registered for miners seeking compen-
sation from the government for their
workplace injuries, only half have been
settled, with damages totalling £2.8bn
and solicitors’ fees worth £655m.

An independent inquiry into the coal

health scheme is due in the next couple
of months.

In the post

A possible clash between the Communica-
tions union CWU and the Royal Mail
over pay has followed condemnation last
month of the Mail’s plans to ‘privatise
by the back door’.

Last year Royal Mail reported half-
year operatng profits of £217m, following
a series of mass-layoffs. New figures have
shown that pay rises for remaining staff
have slipped against the national average
despite a large performance bonus awarded

for improved efficiency.

e RUSSIA: An anarchist has been stabbed
to death by fascists after spending a day

handing food out to the poor as part of
a Food Not Bombs project.

Afrer a Food Not Bombs action on 13th
November at Vladimirskaya Square,
Timur Kacharava and a few triends went
to a Bukvoyed bookshop on Ligovsky
prospect. Around 7pm, he and his triend
Max ‘Zgibov’ Zgibai were smoking
outside when they were attacked by a
group of eight to 10 nazis. Timur
suffered mulaple stab wounds in the
neck. Zgibov is in the hospital in a
stable condition with five stab wounds.

The ambulance arrived in about ten
minutes. By then Timur was dead due
to heavy blood loss. Zgibov was taken
to the Mariinsky Hospital. The police
are investigating the incident; they have
some suspects. There’s a gratfiti on the
wall next to the place where Timur was
murdered, and there are candles, pictures
and flowers his friends placed as a
tribute (see above).

Timur took an active part in the
anarchist activities in the city, such as
the Food Not Bombs group and
Epitsentr infoshop. He was also active
in day-to-day confrontation with nazis
in the streets. He was a fourth year
student of philosophy in St Petersburg
State University.

Zgibov was Timur’s bandmate 1n
Sandinista! in 2004-2005. Before that
Zgibov playved bass in hardcore punk band

e Eleven die after fire at Amsterdam
deportation centre: During the night
of 26th October a fire at the deportation
centre at Amsterdam’s Schipol airport
killed 11 refugees.

Due to the lack of an automatic
unlocking system to open all the cells at
once, the doors had to be opened
individually.

One survivor also claimed that
guards ignored the first fire alarm. This,
together with the guards telephoning
the Fire Brigade to tell them to ignore
the alarm, resulted in prisoners being
kept for half an hour longer in their
burning cells.

As well as 11 prisoners being killed
and many more injured, some of the
prisoners found a way to escape. Three
were caught the same night, eight are
still on the run.

Solidarity actions have taken place
throughout Holland, but some of these

have drawn brutal repression from the
Dutch police.

Prison news

Svinokop and also 1s a singer and bassist
in grind band Potom Budet Pozdno.
[imur wall be loved and remembered
by evervone who knew him. He 1s
especially missed by his parents and

girlfriend Lyubava.

e SOUTH AFRICA: At noon on 14th

November 20035, police attacked a
peaceful demonstration of settlement
dwellers from the Foreman Road
settlement in Clare Estate, Durban.

[he elected commuttee of Abahlah base
Miondolo, a shack dwellers movement
with 16 atfiliated settlements, tollowed
due procedure 1n attempting to gain
permission for the march. The city
council, however, illegally denied the
application.

At 11am, the majority of the 3,000-
strong crowd decided to march to the
nearby Asherville sports tield. This was
a route recommended by the Mayor’s
office at a meeting on Friday 11th
November, in the Mayor’s presence.

Ininally, the march proceeded peacetully
up Loon Road. At the top of the road,
marchers were met by a police cordon
at the intersection of Loon Road and
Locksley Road. At least 2,000 people
were up against the police barrier.
Witnesses did not observe the mandatory
five-minute warning being given before

e Solidarity picket of Spanish
Consulate: In November a picket of
the Spanish Consulate in London was
held in solidarity with Anarchist
prisoners in the Spanish FIES isolation
units. While organised at relatively
short notice, the picket was nonetheless
tairly well attended, and a large banner
was displayed outside the Consulate.

e Antifa arrests in Belgium: Three anti-
tascists have been arrested in Bruges,
Belgium, for throwing a Molotov
cocktail at the offices of the fascist
Flemish Block. No damage was caused
because the Molotov bounced off the
window, but the arrested antifascists

will still face long prison sentences if
convicted.

e New animal rights prisoner:
Heather Nicholson has been remanded
in custody charged with allegedly insulting
hunt scum. Please send letters of support
to: Heather Nicholson, NR7271, HMP

Around the world

police charged the crowd with riot shields,

backed up by riot trucks, plucking

mndividuals at random tor arrest.

The crowd fled back down Loon Road,

towards Foreman Road settlement (see

picture, below).

Police otticers chased the marchers into

the Foreman Road settlement, firing
rubber bullets, charging with batons,
and arresting protesters in the process.
Witnesses saw cameras, phones and
money taken from protestors by the

pn]l(c. Five pcnplc WErce .1rrc‘\tcd at thc
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three police officers, four soldiers and
16 civilians. With that, Prosecutor Ayik
merged both cases into one.

Everything unfolded aftter Kurdish
citizens in Semdinli broke into the car
from which the Turkish sergeants had
carried out the attack on the bookstore.
They found weapons, bombs and a
suitcase in the car. Opening the suitcase,
they found written plans, maps and a
death-list consisting of promimnent
Kurds sympathizing with the PKK. The

bookstore owner’s name. Seter1 Yilmaz.

front line, 13 were in prison as Freedom

went 1o Press.

e [URKEY: Three sergeants from the

lurkish Gendarmerie Intelligence Service
(JIT) have now been arrested tor carrying
out a bomb artack which killed one and

injured six in on the Umut Bookshop in

Hakkari.

Master Sergeant Ali Kaya, Statt Sergeant

Ozcan Ildeniz, and a third sergeant who

was not named, admitted that they had
carried out the bomb attack against the
bookstore on 9th November. The

sergeants, who were interrogated by the

Republican Prosecutor ot Semdinli,
Harun Ayik, also admitted that they

had carried out the bomb attack outside

a military residence in the city on 1st

November, wounding 23 people, including

Bronzefield, Woodthorpe Road,
Ashford, Middlesex. TW15 3]Z.

e Holloway protest: On the 9th
November, 25 protestors picketed
Holloway Prison following the death of
30 year old Karen Ann Fletcher in
custody there just over a week before.
This was the 16th demonstration to
highlight the deaths of women
prisoners since protests began in April
last year. A prison van bringing more
women into Holloway was stopped by
the protestors, and Pauline Campbell,
whose own daughter died while in
prison, was arrested for refusing to
move. This is the tenth ttme Pauline has
now been arrested for identical actions,
she was released without charge two
and a half hours later.

e Jan Lawrence moved: Jan, who was
recently given eight months for sending
hate mail to people connected to

Huntingdon Life Science, has been moved.

had already been checked in the list.

On the maps, the Kurdish citizens
saw the marked positions of both the
military residence that was bombed on
st November and Yilmaz’s bookstore.
Detailed written plans about how the
attacks would be carried out was also
tound.

The people of Semdinli were gathered
on the morning of 10th November to
protest against the provocanve terrorist
assaults by JIT members. A police control
point placed in the exit of the town was
burned by molotov cocktails. Tension

in the area 1s stll strong.

e USA: Fred Woodworth 1s publisher of
The Match — North America’s oldest
explicitly anarchist magazine. Since 1969
The Match has continued, while many
other publications have tailed.

Now Fred has tallen on hard times.
He has recently had to undergo major
surgery, but Fred has never been able to
afford private health insurance.

The resulting medical bills have put
extreme pressure on his situation. One
supporter said: “Those of us who have
been involved with the movement for
many years have come to appreciate
Fred’s lively, jargon-free espousal of the
cause of liberty and his persistence in
putting it forward, year after year.”

To learn more, and to find out how
you can help, get in touch with Fred
directly at: Fred Woodworth, ¢/o The
Match, Box 3012, Tucson, Arizona,

85702, USA.

Jan Lawrence NR7220, HMP Peterborough,

Saville Road, Westfield, Peterborough, PE3
7PD.

e Kevin Glover: Kevin is an American
anarchist prisoner who, previously with
another anarchist prisoner, Ron Young,
edits the occasional magazine Chain
Reaction. Kevin has been locked-up for
many years now, but he is due to be
released next year. Kevin welcomes
correspondence, and old correspondents
please note that the address for his
prison has recently been changed.

Kevin Glover, #526379, 85 12th Street,
Huntsville, Texas 77348-0001, USA.

e Prison Abolition Seminar: A seminar
on prison abolition is being held in
London on the 28th January next year
at Conway Hall, Red Lion Square,
from 2pm until Spm. Admission is free,

but donations towards the cost of the
event will be welcome.

compiled by Mark Barnsley
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News

he right to buy council houses in

parts of the Highlands has been

suspended to protect affordable
stock. East Renfrewshire 1s the first
council in Scotland to be given
permission to ban council house sales,
reversing the policy introduced in the
1980s by Margaret Thatcher.

Communities Minister Malcolm
Chisholm said, “There is compelling
evidence of substantial pressures on
affordable housing in the areas the
council identified.”

Margaret Davidson, Highland
Council’s housing convener, said the
move was driven by a severe shortage
of affordable housing in many areas.
The right-to-buy policy in Scotland
continues to drain housing stock of
about 11,000 homes a year, with over
440,000 lost in the 25 years since it
was introduced.

In England, the number of families
waiting for a council house has soared
by more than 50% during Labour’s
time in power, and now stands at 1.5
million.

Only one new social housing unit is
built for every five sold off under the
right-to-buy scheme, meaning that the
supply of council properties for families
on the waiting list is dwindling every
year.

Case study — Doncaster

In Doncaster, the Council owns and
manages 25,000 properties — houses,
bungalows and flats. Nearly half
(42%) of Council tenants are over 60
years of age and over half (53%) of
tenants say they have a long-standing
iliness, disability or infirmity. The
Council currently re-lets 2,700
properties a year.

New links t

New London IWW celebrate

The recently established London I'WW
group held a centenary celebration at
the RampArt squatted social centre in
East London on the S5th November. It
was the first public event where the core
group, which was established a few
months ago, had a general presentation
of its 1deals, goals and methods.

The high point of the evening was the
discussion on building autonomous
workers’ resistance in London. This was
largely centred around trying to draw
on previous experiences, such as the
lessons of the Gate Gourmet dispute.
The grassroots democratic model of the
Workmates Collective of West London
tube workers was also mentioned.

One of the prominent 1ssues which were
raised in the discussion (particularly by
disenchanted, yet active members of the
business unions) revolved around the
benefits of dual membership (which the
[WW allows) and the need for a core
group of the most militant workers and
unionists who could more easily develop

Stock retention

Dave E. reports that as council housing stocks plummet, a Scottish
council has finally rejected the Thatcherite sell-off

[Last year the Council sold off or
disposed of 1,737 homes - 5.5% of its
stock. 1,685 individuals or families are
now classed as homeless, three years
ago the number had been just 375. The
number of people in temporary
accommodation waiting to be allocated
homes has also risen while waiting
times increased to as long as five
months.

There are 13,080 applicants on the
waiting list (December 2004) compared
to just 5,943 in September 2003. And
now the housing stock has been trans-
ferred to an ALMO after consultations
and a ballot.

In November 2000, the tenants were
told by Gary Allen, the Head of Housing
Services, “Remember - the tenants of
Doncaster will have the final say in
what happens to council housing in the
future. Changes to the ownership of
council homes cannot happen without
the support of tenants.

“Where there is a proposal for any
change of ownership, Government
rules require that tenants are balloted
and that there i1s a majority decision in
tavour of the proposal. It is this
ballot that will decide whether or not
the Council will proceed with that
option.

“The Council will work closely with
tenants to decide on the best option for
Doncaster, but tenants will have the
final say on which option is introduced.
Whatever option 1s chosen the council
will ensure that tenants rights will be
protected, rents will be kept affordable
and council housing will meet the
standards of the 21st century.”

In 20085, the elected Mayor, Martin
Winter, said, “You told me that the
majority of you [78%) wanted the

rank-and-file factions and networks in
and across their unions.

[t was argued that this would simulta-
neously help to provide the IWW with
a larger pool of experience, resources
and access to rank-and-file union
members — and 1n turn increasing the
chances for building stronger and new
workplace resistance groups. (See
comment, page 6, for more details.)

NATFHE strikes in Birmingham

West Midlands Anarchists supported
lecturers from all over the country who
demonstrated outside the Association of
Colleges’ annual conference in
Birmingham, as part of a national
NATFHE union strike over the 13%
pay gap between Further Education
staff and other, along with other serious
funding shortfalls.

While Education chief Ruth Kelly was
making a speech, 300 to 350 lecturers
held a noisy but peaceful demonstration.
Afterwards a set of speeches emphasised
the need for solidarity in the sector and

old problems

Council to continue to own your homes
— you wanted the ‘stay as we are’
option.”

The ALMO was imposed anyway,
and residents have questioned whether
this will ultimately help with the
provision of social housing.

attacked the government’s lack of action,
and creating the new ‘modern compre-
hensives’ in our Further education systems.

Chris Stafford, from West Midlands
Anarchists, attended. He said: “What
was disappointing was that the union
did not see the potential to strike a
blow to the bosses, and only called out
a small selection of their members.

“At my sixth form college NATFHE
members were in front of their white
boards teaching away whilst their
colleagues where on the picket lines. If
NATFHE had called out all of its
members, the education system would
have been shut down and the govern-
ment and education bosses would have
to take more notice.

“What was seriously lacking was
solidarity, even inside the union which
called the strike. If the NATFHE
members wanted a total victory then
they should not be so tame in their
actions. Only solidarity will stop the
state and the bosses taking our rights,
pensions and pay.”

After a specified period, the ALMO
will be able to increase rents to the
‘economic’ level. Currently this would
mean a 100% increase (if privately
rented accommodation is compared
with council rentals).

One resident commented that: “The

Kilburn and loot

short-lease housing co-operative in
South Kilburn, London, looks likely
to be evicted in February after the

board began legal proceedings against
their tenants.

Brent council, which oversees the use
of 33 properties on Allington Road, has
demanded that residents leave so the
buildings can be knocked down and
replaced with low-density housing.

The Brent housing co-operative,
which runs the properties, has recently
lost 1ts director and manager and 1s in
crisis after being unable to find replace-
ment homes for its members.

Following the council order, it began
legal proceedings once tenants refused
to leave under council orders earlier
this month.

Lily, a tenant on the co-operative,
said: “We've decided to stay. They are
anticipating three months to ger us out.
The council have said they will not take
us to court of we agree to leave in
February, but our housing co-op are
taking legal action against us.

measures to privatise the housing stock,
introduced by Thatcher, and now
strengthened by Blair, will only serve to
increase the financial pressures on the
working class and shore up the
profitability of the housing market for
the privileged.”

“It does look hopeless. Our beef is
that we received a grant from the
Otfice of the Deputy Prime Minister
tor the people in South Kilburn for
regeneration, and they produced a
master plan which said no-one would
have to move. But they are evicting us
anyway.

“We will carry on for as long as
possible, but we are running out of
ideas.”

£14m was pledged to the road as
part of a wider £50m initiative from
the ODPM’s office to regenerate the
4rca.

The policy, called the South Kilburn
New Deal for Communities, which
aims to impose the Decent Homes
Standard, ignored a huge majority vote
trom tenants against the conversion.

Around 100 Brent co-op tenants
will be homeless by the end of this
year, with 200 more to tollow. Lily
said: “We aren’t the only place. It
looks like it’s the end for short term
lease co-ops.”
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News

reports Rob Ray

he French police have declared the

riots which have engulted France to

be at an end as car burnings and
arrests have returned to normal levels.

Over the course ot 20 m;:hr\ Ot
noting from 27th October to 17th
November, nearly 3,000 people were
arrested, and 9,000 vehicles destroved.
The French government have offered to
put more funding into the most
deprived areas and attempt to create
new |nl\\ in the areas as a result.

The otter, which came alongside
draconian policing policies for the rnotung
areas, was criticised by controversial
higure Nicolas Sarkozy, who said that
‘positive discrimination’ should be used
to bring the areas out of poverty.

Sarkozy, a right-wing presidental
hopetul, has been heavily crincised
throughout the riots for suggesting first
that it was likely to be driven by
organised criminals, then calling the
rioters scum and finally suggesting the
deportation of all immigrants involved.

However his comments were refuted
by the French courts, which found that
a large majority of those brought to tnal
were first time offenders, most were
minors and almost none had a long
record of recaidivism.

At Sarkozy’s behest, the police
introduced a ‘zero-tolerance’ policy
towards rioters throughout the conflict,
and a curfew was imposed towards the
end of the rionng.

In his most controversial speech, the
Interior Minister said he would: “Clean

Pay up

court case set up by new union I'WU
1s nearing its end in Ireland which
could have implications for prison
labour use throughout the country.
Fintan Lane, a member of the IWU,
was jailed in 2003 for refusing to pay a

fine after a peaceful anu-war demonstra-
tion at Shannon :\lrp()rt.

During his 45-day stay at Limerick
prison, he worked shifts in the kitchens.
At the end of the first week he received
a prison shop voucher worth €2.54.

Since leaving the prison last year, the
IWU have campaigned to get the
historian €1,978.58 — which would pay
for Lane’s labour at minimum wage,
minus vouchers.

Since beginning the legal case, the
union has established that prisoners are
not — unlike apprentices, gardai and
members of the Defence Forces — exempt
Irom minimum wage requirements.

in ghnnslng to take on the work, he
counts as having a verbal contract with
the prison service, it is likely he is
entitled to the payment.

There appear to be no European rules
on the subject.

|

the Cité des 4000 1IN La Corneuve,
Paris] out with a Karcher |pressurised
water machinel.”

Right wing groups across France have
supported the actions ot the French
government, with 90% support from
the tar nght. French tascist leader Jean-
Marie Le Pen lent his whole-hearted
Support.

Sarkozy has also had increased support
tor his actions from some sections of
the lett, with record approval ratings of
40% 1n a recent poll.

But the anarcho-syndicalist French
union CNT-F have pointed out the
Sarkozy belongs to a tamily of business
tycoons, suggesting that his tamily and
pnhcncx are at least pdrtl\ rc\pnn\ll\lv
tor the rioting.

They said: “The economic context
lends itself to this — attacks on the tair

labour standards act, the sécu, pensions, |

lowered purchasing power, increased

casual labour, outsourcing ... This policy
of social breakage bears its fruits — while
great fortunes increase, there 1s the
other side of the coin.

“As Guillaume Sarkozy, Chairman of
MEDEF (the French version of the
Confederation of Business Interests),

outsources his textile tactories. his

brother Nicolas. minister of the interior.

comes 1n to the banleue to pr()\'nkc the
young people.

“This implosion of violence 1s the
expression of a confrontation against

a capitalist system which marginalises
them™”.

The IWU

Six years in the making, the Independent
Workers Union was launched in May
2004 by a group of Trade Union
activists.

They were concerned at the state of
Industrial Relations in Celtic Tiger
Ireland, particularly from a trade
union perspective. T heir conclusion
was that the much-lauded *Social
Partnership’ agreements were working,
but only in one direction — the
employers.

They also concluded thar the
establishment Trade Union Movement
had become managers of dissent and
policemen of the shop floor, rather
than the defenders and protectors of
workers.

Ray O’Reilly, from the union, said:
“Our mission was and is the unionising
of those sectors and groups who were
not unionised, e.g. American multi-
national and transnational companies,
low paid workers national, or non-
national and the huge numbers of
immigrant workers.

“We find that not alone are we

|
|

.
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Riots go, poverty stays

The cries have died down in the banlieus, but desperation remains,

Despite early reports that the rioters
were primarily Asian muslims,
subsequent information has suggested
that the rioters included significant
numbers of Portuguese, North
Africans and ‘native’ French, and
those interviewed in the atfected
areas have consistently cited
economic factors as the primary

reason for the riots.

attracting members from the areas
mentioned burt also from the establish-
ment Irade Unions.

“The Independent Workers Union
1S, as the name implies, totally
independent and unrepentantly
revolutionary. We are and will stay
outside the Irish TUC or any other
group that might reduce our ability to
defend and protect working people.

“Democratically founded and
constituted and with a full Industrial
Negoniating License we recognise and
strictly adhere only to those agreements
to which we are a party.

“We do not recognise or accept the
term ‘unofficial’ strike nor the
Thartcherite inspired 1990 Industrial
Relations Act.

“Our aim is to smash the cosy
consensus that exists berween the
bosses and the leaders of their
purchased unions and to restore the
Irish Trade Union Movement to what
it once was, the militant and protective
arm of the Irish Working Class.”
we will attempt to get an interview with
Fintan Lane for our next issue.

The Federation Anarchiste, in an
assessment of the government’s attitude
to the banlieus, said: “It 1s as it they did
not know that human beings lived 1n
these dnrmlt()ry h()U\lng estates, built
on the ﬂ_\' outside of the cities, where
immigrants and poor people are kept as
if In warehouses.

“These housing estates are like a

condensed version of all the bad ways

ndigenous people on squatted farms
in Colombia came under government
dttack on 9th November. Over 500
police with ten armoured personnel
carriers tried to forcibly remove
hundreds of protesters occupying the
2,000-acre Jabo farm near Caldono,
200 miles south west of the capital,
B()g()m.

The Regional Indigenous Council of
Cauca squartted the farm as part of their
campaign to reclaim land. Guambianos,
Kokonuko and Nasa indigenous people,
some of Colombia’s 800,000 poorly-
treated tribespeople, as well as thousands
of peasants demanding land, have
occupied haciendas (areas of rural
property) in several parts of Cauca since
the 12th October under the slogan
‘Freedom tor Mother Earth’. This is aimed
at forcing the government to comply with
various long standing commitments to
deal with land ownership.

Starved of resources and largely
subsisting on a diet of potatoes and rice,
they have vowed to occupy the farms

until the government creates the funds

and legal powers to give them land.

Freedom 26th November

to plan a city, and thus they include
everything that makes lite difficult. In
these h()ll\mg estates there 1s no social
space to meet together.

“In these housing estates unemployment
and suffering are the daily lot of the
adults and the future of the children.
One did not need to be a sociologist or

a fortune teller to predict what would
happen.”

Clashes in Golombia

They are demanding a national
agrarian reform programme to make
more lands available to poor farmers.
The government has responded with
violence.

“The repression started yesterday and
intensified today,” said one of the Indian
leaders, Feliciano Valencia. He said at
least 35 Indians were wounded. Follow-
ing clashes, the Nasa communities burned
the riot police shields and other war gear
that they had recovered from govern-
ment forces in a ceremonial fire.

The situation appears to be approach-
ing a stand-off as Columbia’s hardline
administration, rejected talks unless the
Indians leave the farms.

The tamilies on the land are calling
for solidarity letters, phone calls and
emails to the Colombian Embassy to
make it politically more difficult for the
low the police and
army to attack the sertlements.
Communications can be addressed to: The
Embassy of Colombia, 3 Hans Crescent,

London SW1X OLR. Tel: 0171 5899177. Email:
mall@colombianembassy.co.uk

adapted from Schnews

government to a
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Rebellion on the details

Those who disagree with the state’s policies have little to be cheerful

proposal to extend the
ability of the police to
detain without trial to 90
days has been defeated. The
bill, which lost by 322

votes to 291, was srnppvd

by a major rebellion of
[Labour MPs.

However, the doubling of the detention
allowance to 28 days, a separate bill to
supplement the failed 90-day one, passed.

The 28-day bill 1s identical to the 90-
day one, introducing new terrorist
oftences of ‘incitement’ or ‘instruction’,
‘glorification of terror’ or ‘attending a
training camp’ — possibly affecting some
training workshops in direct action, and
radical literature.

[t would also have given the
government leave to incarcerate foreign
individuals indefinitely if they could not
be deported. The bill’s wording 1s so
vague that some civil rights experts
believe Cherie Blair could have been
imprisoned for her remark that she
could understand the suicide bombers

in Palestine.

An unnecessary evil
The defeat of Blair’s draconian idea of
allowing the police to lock up people
without evidence for 90 days was a
good sign. It showed some backbone
and an awareness that the police can
and will abuse i1ts power. Sadly, though,
our MPs were not against the principle
of internment as such and voted to
increase the detention period to 28 days.
This, two years after increasing the
period from seven to 14 days.

[ronically, Blair stated that “Terrorism
wants to destroy our way of life.” Yet
Blair, by wanting to effectively eliminate
habeas corpus, 1s doing just that. Sadly,
the MPs only blunted the drift towards
a police state.

While 28 days 1s better than 90, it is
still the longest period for detention
without charge in democratic nations.
As such, the rebellion was not a major
victory for civil liberties and principle -
unsurprising, for if the Tories were in
office they would have argued the same
line as Blair.

But even this revolt on derails, not
principle, was too much for some. The
Sun, backers of these draconian measures,
called the MPs “traitors” and incredibly
noted that “the limit was slashed to just
28 days.”

In reality, the limit was doubled not
‘slashed’ and to trust the government
and the police implicitly 1s naive to the
extreme. But what do you expect of a
paper which, to bolster its case, puts
on its front page a vicum of the 7/7
attacks who 1s totally opposed to Blair’s
plan? So much for giving the victims a
voice,

What was not mentioned that that
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