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DIVIDE AND RULE

IN THE PITS

A MINER WRITES

MINERS on development workings at Gedling
and Pye Hill Collieries are getting up to £60 a
week less than men doing the same job else-
where in the Nottinghamshire coalfield,

And many faceworkers

struggling in low seams under
‘bad roofs are picking up a
considerably slimmer wage
packet than men in other pits
working in conditions that are
both safer and more comfor-
table,

These are amongst the
anomalies -that have appeared
as a direct result of the new,
locally agreed, incentive
bonus scheme - a scheme
partly designed and largely
championed by Notts Area
NUM President LLen Clarke,

EXPLAIN

Clarke now has some
explaining to do, He has to
tell Newstead facemen, for
instance, why it is that they
receive half the £45 bonus of
the prestigious Hucknall mine
which is hardly subject to the
same hazardous roof-drop. -

He's yet to explain to men
in underground headings at
Gedling and Pye Hill No, 1
why they are on a quarter of
the £79 bonus paid to men
doing comparable work in
Annesley's L.ow Main Drift,

They'd really like to know
- a$ no doubt would the Moor-
green colliers who are said
to be getting about £10 out of
his "the -sky's-the-limit"
deal.

Even the NCB would like to
know why the first week of

bonus payments should see
three disputes: at Calverton
and Hucknall over manning,
and amongst NCB drivers who
have received nothing from
the scheme,

DIVISIONS

Miners are already telling
of the divisions that the
return to piece-work has
created amongst the work-~
force, with some faceworkers
seeing other men, not directly
employed on coal-getting, as
baggage benefitting from them
productivity.

Other reports point out that
the quickest and easiest way
of winning coal is not always
the safest and that overtired
men are taking dangerous
shortcuts to achieve produc-
tion norms. :

This is being done,
frequently in the blmd gaze
of the managers' deputies,
by not isolating machinery,
leaving ventilation ducts
unextended and by using the
bare minimum of supports.

But perhaps the saddest
effect of the new scheme is
the sense of comradeship it
can shatter: setting bonus-
conscious men (anxious to
make good four years wage
restraint) against workmates
who believe that there's only
one safe working speed -
your own,

THE TORIES IN CITY AND COUNTY HAVE

Tory butchers
slash services

HAD A GOOD YEAR SO FAR,

ON PAGES 10 AND 11 WE LOOK AT SOME

OF WHAT THEY HAVE BEEN SAYING:

ALL THE CONSUMER ADVICE CENTRES
TO BE CLOSED DOWN - but ratepayers W111
- have to pay more to be without them,

@ 740 TEACHING JOBS TO GO - in spite of
1 in 6 primary classes being already badly

overcrowded.
@ ADULT LITERACY - will they save it?

® COMMUNITY RELATIONS COUNCIL TO
BE KICKED OUT OF THE INTERNATIONAL |
' COMMUNITY CENTRE - why?

ALSO THREATENED IS THE CLOSURE
OF BILBOROUGH BUS DEPOT - along Wlth

cuts in public transport all round.

Also inside:
p2 - Baby deaths that can be prevented.

p3 - Tories make life hard for the homeless.

p6 - "Neighbourhood News"
p8 - What are community workers up to?
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2 - George Green, Sneinton genius,
3 - A look at Beeston.
4 - Books, theatre, exhibitions,



HOUSING ACTION GROUP DEMANDS INQUIRY

Baby deaths
preventable

- ONE IN EVERY TWENTY babies born in some
inner city areas of Nottingham die before they
reach one year old. That is ten times worse
than in some of the more affluent areas, and
three times worse than the national average.
Most of the deaths are '"preventable''.

These figures come from a
Health Authority report which
looked at baby deaths in Nott-
ingham in 1974-76, They show
that the deaths are concen-
trated in the areas of worst
housing like in Radford and
Hyson Green,

That is why the local
Housing Action Group has
recently demanded action
from the Government and the
City Council. |

It was this Group's
inquiries which sparked off
a (very good) feature article
by David L.owe in the Post.
Although the Health Author-
ity report came out early last
year the facts were never
published until the Housing
Action Group got hold of it,

. Of course, various medical
people say that it was never
their intention to say any-
thing about housing conditions.
They just wanted to find
where babies were at risk so
they .could monitor them more
carefully, This they are now
doing - using more health .
visitors,

HOUSING CONDITIONS

But, like David Lowe said
in his article, "health visit-
ors cannot improve housing
conditions", .

And it is not just old
houses that are a problem,
Balloon Wood is one area
where baby deaths are very
high, That is a block of
flats only ten years old, But

NOTTINGHAM VOICE is
printed and published at
33 Mansfield Road, Nott-
ingham (411676).

Please contact us with
any information you would
like to see in the next
issue, This will be out
around the 10th of next
month,

DEADLINE for the next
issue is the last day of
this month.,

Voice editors are to
be found in the lounge
bar of the Peacock Hotel,
Mansfield Road on Wed-
nesdays from 1pm to 2pm,
Readers are invited to

- join us.,

because of poor insulation
and all electric heating it
costs over £10 a week in

winter to keep a flat there

warm,
South Nottingham District

Community Physician, Dr

Perry, -agreed with the
Housing Action Group that
bad housing and low income
could be factors in causing
baby deaths, And he agreed
that damp and lack of heat
could be reasons why there
are twice as many deaths in
the winter months,

INQUIRY

The Housing Action Group
is raising the matter very
widely. They want an inquiry
by the Department of Health
and Social Security., And
they want it discussed by the
city Policy and Resources
Committee,

Charles Borrett, Housing
chairperson, summed up the
attitude of the Tories in an
interview with John Derby
on Radio Trent: "I think we
have done all we possibly
can to improve housing in the
city centre and I'm sorry to
hear that unfortunately the
infant mortality is rather low
. » rather high, I'm sorry,
rather high, but it's nothin
todowithus , . . :

"T think basically the resp-
onsibility for infant mortality
rests with the parents. ;

", « o in a large number of
these cases it's nothing to do
with damp housing because
these children have been put
in cots and they've got pill-
ows behind them and they turn
over and they can't , ., they
suffocate, Nothing to do with

us at all, It's not our problem,

", . » Nottingham I think is
one of the most enlightened
areas in the country, doing a
great deal to help these
people," :

Thank you, councillor
Borrett,

ACTIONS

Nottingham Voice would
like to see the following
actions taken as a minimum:

‘@ The Health Authorities

should Improve their services
in bad housing areas - extra.
health visitors are a start,

@ The City Council should

get people out of bad housing
as fast as possible, That
means stopping the sale of
council houses - 2,000 fewer
allocations for rent have been
made since April as a result
of offering houses for sale.
Most of these could have gone
to rehouse people from the
worst housing in clearance
areas, .

@ The District Community
Physicians should encourage
octors and health visitors

to report all expectant
mothers and babies at risk
in bad housing, The Housing
Department should rehouse
all such cases immediately
(most deaths occur in the
early months).

@ The Environmental Health
De%amment should make sure
at landlords keep houses

free of damp and draughts
with proper facilities for
heating - especially in
clearance areas where
housing is worst,

@ The Department: of Health
and Social Security should
make Targe additions to
benefits for heating where
there are new born children,
@ The Department of the Env-
ironment should subsidise the
cost of heating in Balloon
Wood since they encouraged
this sort of building. Failing
this the City Council should
increase the contribution it
makes to heating at Balloon
Wood, Failing this DHSS
should make large additions
for heating for people in
Balloon Wood receiving
benefits,

@ The Housing Department
should nof allow expectant
mothers or young babies

into Balloon Wood or damp

houses, All such people
should be transferred ou
immediately. |

RESPONSIBILITY

Certain powerful people
must bear individual respons-
ibility for increasing the
number of unnecessary baby
deaths in Nottingham this
winter, Those who could do
most damage by failing to act
are:

Jack Green, city Tory leader,
by pursuing his house sales
policy and depriving hundreds
of families the chance to move
out of unhealthy houses.
Sidney Hill, Chief Environ-
mental Health Officer, by
failing to see that his staff
uphold minimum standards

in clearance areas - stand-
ards which the Meadows
people had to fight for in the
High Court because Hill's
Department refused to uphold
the Public Health Acts.

Dr Perry, South Nottingham
Community Health Physician,
by failing to see that all
babies and expectant mothers
at risk from bad housing are
rehoused immediately by the
Housing Department,

Bevan Hughes, Manager of
Shakespeare Street Social
Security Office, by failing to
see that his staff pay out
extra for the very exception-
al heating needs of people on
benefit at Balloon Wood. (One
woman with a young child at
Balloon Wood was paid only
£4,50 a week after deductions
for rent and electricity - and
the People's Centre could
only persuade Hughes' office
to raise this to £6.50, There
are many similar cases.,)

NO TIMETABLES

AS MANY angry bus-users
know, the timetables on
Nottingham bus stops have
mysteriously disappeared.

So the Voice rang the City
Transport Department to find
out what had happened to them,
"It's a stupid situation", they
told us, "we're not sure
whose responsibility it is,
Try the Publicity Department",

We did, and they admitted
they were responsible, There
are two reasons why they're
gone, they said. The first is
cash, caused by the
withdrawal of bus subsidies
by the County Council, This
has meant that next year's
rationalisation has been
brought forward - so we've
actually had two
'rationalisations' this year,

The other reason is the
number of revisions the Tory
Council has made to time-
tables. On many services
alterations have been made
every fortnight or even every
week, so that before new
timetables can he put up
they're already out of date !

Well, when can we expect
to see timetables again, we

AT,

asked, "Spring". Wasn't that
a long time away?. Yes, the
Publicity Officer said, "we
do apologise to the travelling
public for any inconvenience
caused",

The Voice prefers to apol--
apologise to the travelling
public for the stupidity of the
Tories, Most of them have
cars, so they don't give a fig
for people who actually use
buses,

Perhaps, in view of the
recent weather conditions,
the least the Council can do
is to provide blankets, stoves
etc at bus stops for those
people unfortunate enough to
get caught waiting for another
'rationalised' service.

MILITARY

SOCIAL SERVICES manage-
ment recently met with the
military to discuss "emergen-
cies" in war and peace,

Rumours that clients now
have to salute their social
workers have not yet been
confirmed,



ISN'T POLITICS wonderful ?
At least one husband.and wife
has been brought closer

together as a result of the new

Homeless Persons Act, Mind
you, Councillor Mrs Borrett
(Social Services) and Coun-
cillor Mr Borrett (Housing)
did. have to go to County Hall
for a reconciliation,

And all they could agree
was that neither had done
anything illegal!

This followed a report on
Radio Nottingham that the
Housing Department had
evicted a pregnant woman,
Angela Chaplin, and her two
young children out of their
homeless hostel in Peel
Street. And Social Services
refused to help, Details of
the case had been passed to
Radio Nottingham by the
Voice a few days earlier,
After this publicity the

family was taken back into the

hostel.

Some social workers
claimed the eviction was
illegal, -

WORRIED

It was certainly against
the spirit of the Homeless
Persons Act which came into
force in December, Stephen
Ross - the Liberal MP who
sponsored the Act - told a
House of Commons Committee
on 11th January: "I am very
worried about the way my

‘MP FOLLOWS UP

VOICE INFORMATION

PREGNANT WOMAN THROWN ONTO STREETS BY CITY COUNCIL

Act is being interpreted in
Nottingham",

This followed a letter from
the Voice to Mr Ross giving
details of Mrs Chaplin's
eviction, Ross told us that
he "discussed the actions of
the Nottingham Council with
the Minister of State and
with the local MP Michael
English", But apart from that
he said all he could do was
appeal to commonsense.

The Voice had written
earlier to the Environment
Secretary Peter Shore
"expressing concern" at the
City Council's interpretation
of the Act, We still haven't
received a reply.

EVICTION CASES

This was sent after our
report in the last Voice that

Leyland bribes censorship

SOCIALIST Challenge, a
national weekly socialist
paper, has been stopped from
printing evidence of bribes
paid by British LLeyland
management, No national

newspapers have reported this

censorship.

The ban came just before
their 19th January edition
went to press and they had to
print two blank pages.
Scotland Yard threatened to
prosecute if they published.
This is because of a court

case going on involving
[LLeyland bribes.

Tom Litterick MP was not
allowed to raise the matter in
the House of Commons, The
Birmingham Post said he was
demanding the opening of
Leyland's books.

Socialist Challenge has
been discussing the matter
with Leyland shop stewards
and with another national
socialist paper, Socialist
Weekly.

NEW HANDPUMPS

HANDPUMPS have been put
into the Newmarket on
'Parliament Street, The only
other pub in the city with
handpumps, we believe,

is the Trip to Jerusalem,

Many regulars at the
Newmarket have persuaded
landlord Tony Green not to
advertise the fact - the pub
is already too overcrowded,
But, at risk of offending one
of our most regular advertis-
ers, the Voice thought our
readers have the right to
know . |

Tony claims that the reason
for the handpumps is based on
sound commercial judgement
. = it will mean service as
normal during power cuts,

It will also save on electricity

needed for the normal pumps.
But will the bar staff put in
for an increase to cover the
extra effort needed on their
part?

The pub is the Nottingham
headquarters of the Campaign
for Real Ale. Not without
reason -~ they can now enjoy
the world's only handpumped
Home Ales,

Priority

LLODGERS in council houses
now get first choice of buy-
ing the house if the tenants
leave.

But, of course, they don't
get any priority for renting
the house, If they can't
afford to. buy they get booted
out,

g

CHARLES
BORRETT

73 out of 74 possible eviction
cases had been labelled
"intentionally homeless" by

a City Housing Sub-committee
- before they had been evict-
ed,

This showed a major
loophole in the Act - anybody
"intentionally homeless" only
has to be given temporary
accommodation for a "reason-
able period", Then they can
be thrown onto the streets,

A Government "Code of
Guidance" does say that
children should not be left
without shelter, But it doesn't
say shall not. And, when
you've got ignorant Tories
like Charles Borrett in
charge, "should.not" means
nothing at all - boot them out
and hope the press doesn't
hear about it,

DECISION

To be fair to Charles
Borrett he did tell us that it
wasn't his decision to evict
the Chaplin family. And he
didn't know whose decision
it was, (He is only chair-
person of Housing - he can't

" know everything.)

Homeless Families Officer
Geoff Chapman - who gave the
order to throw the family out
- said it wasn't his decision
- he was just following
orders from Assistant Dir-
ector of Housing Malcolm
Magee., - -

Magee claimed that the
Housing Committee had
decided that "intentionally
homeless" people should be
evicted after six weeks, It
hadn't., A report to the
November Housing Committee
suggested a time of six weeks
- but this was never adopted.

So Magee was the one who
decided to commit Mrs Chap-
lin to the tender care of the
streets. He has caused his

e

political masters.a lot of
embarrassment, Perhaps they
will promote him,

ARGUMENT

‘Meanwhile, the argument
between Housing and Social
Services goes on, Mr and
Mrs Borrett can't come to an
agreement over who should do

what for "intentionally home-

less" families after six weeks.

Charles Borrett lost out in
the first round - he took the
Chaplins back and backed
down on another eviction
threatened for 18th January,.
But for how long?

The Associations of
District Councils and County
Councils have been ‘asked to
thrash out an answer, Until
then homeless families don't
know what is going to happen
to them,

FUTURE EVENTS - Notting-
ham Voice will give details of
all events of which we vaguely
approve, Deadline for March
issue: 28th Feb,

* Rock Against Racism Disco,
Friday 10th Feb, 9,30,
International Community
Centre, 61B Mansfield Road.
Late bar, 55p,

* Socialist Discussion
evenings: Tues 14th Feb "The
Multinationals" - George
Johnson: Tues 28th Feb
"Alexandra Kollontai" (the
only woman member of the
Bolshevik Central Committee)
- Beverley Jackson. 8pm,
Roebuck, Mansfield Road.

* Anti-nuclear rally in
L.ondon organised by Friends
of the Earth, March 19th.,
Details: Environmental Fact-
shop, 15 Goosegate (51405).
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