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UNION

n a move which has sparked contro

versy In green and progressive groups,

Britain’s largest union has signed a
preferred bidder’ agreement for nucleai
pPOWEr provision, eftectively sealing 1ts
POSITION as a supporting actor ror rlu-
lllkill\“\

Unite, the newly-merged union formed
from Amicus and the TGWU, have
signed a joint statement with Atomic
Energy of Canada Limited (ACEL) which
would see the company aiming to employ
70-80% British workers should 1t win
major construction projects.

[ he announcement suggested that up
to 10.000 ]Hl‘\ could be created 1n the
UK through the deal, if a full programme
of nuclear power station building 1s given
the go-ahead by the government.

Unite’s agreement represents the
culmination ot a lengthy pro-nuclear
campaign which has seen substantial
union dues thrown into pushing for
nuclear power, something which has
angered green campaigners.

A spokesperson for environmental
campaign group Greenpeace told
Freedom: “If you look at the alternatives.
solar, wind etc., they are going to create
jobs as well. We reckon that even looking
at ottshore windfarms, if they were to
provide 30% of electricity by 2020 it
would create 76,000 new jobs.

“Nuclear power stations are so
expensive we may only be able to get a
couple running by 2020, but renewables
can be done now, and will be encourag-

INng unpln\ ment. To be honest, they've

ast month saw the first national

postal strike for eleven years as

Communication Workers Union
members struck for 24 hours against a
below inflation pay rise and threatened
1ob cuts. Over thrcc-qu.lrtcrs of the
membership backed the stoppage in a
ballot,

Across the country the strike was
solid with over 1 30,000 workers t;llxlng
action shutting mail centres, halting
deliveries and closing Royal Mail offices.
Counter statt also took action in protest
at the low pay offer, effectively a pay
cut with inflation running at 4.5%. In
many areas postal workers ignored the
law on picketing. At Brighton and
Coventry, tor example, there were over

torty strikers on picket lines at 4am,
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\ spokesperson for Amicus said: “A
new generation of power stations will
mean thousands of skilled jobs. We
aren’t opposed to renewables and we
:

T}HHL more H(‘ui\ 10 }‘(‘ daone o \it". t/lHP
new technology but there doesn’t seem
to be much keen-ness from companies.
SO we sSUpport grecn as part Of a \‘.ldt‘r
strategy

In a statement .li('i!‘.Ll\I\i(' Z;".L‘ dgrecment,
Amicus called for a new generation of
nuclear power as part of an energ)
policy which should, according to the
union, also include investments in clean
coal technology 1n order to reduce
carbon emissions, to “ensure security
of supply and keep energy costs down
tor consumers and employers”.

[ he move comes as a new report 1S
brought out suggesting that the UK
could be made all-but carbon free and
Pr()dllu‘ an excess of electricity with

the next 2|

) years, 1f a series or major
changes were carried out which excluded
both fossil tuels and nuclear power in
tavour of an integrated network of
community power supplies connected
to a direct-current link to areas where
green power potential could be best

L'\Pl()ltcd.

rather than the six ‘allowed’ by the
government.

A union member explained the reasons
behind the dispute to website libcom.org:
“Royal Mail want to implement a cost-
cutting business plan that will cut
40,000 jobs, cut our pay and pensions,
as well as see hikes in stamp prices, fewer
collections, later deliveries, reductions
in weekend service and more post office
closures. They're doing this because the
profitable bits of the business — like
business bulk mail = have been opened
up to competition, but the private
companies pass the mail over to us for
the less profitable ‘final mile’ delivery
and the Royal Mail 1s trying make up
the protits by cutting service levels and
our terms and conditions.”

Workers are angry atter being told
that the post office couldn’t atford to
increase their 2.5% pay ofter despite
giving Royal Mail boss Alan Leighton
a whopping 20% bonus a year, taking
his salary to around a million pounds.
The basic pay for a postal worker is
just £323 a week.

Workers are also concerned with

['he report, from the Centre for
Alternative Technology, suggests that
using existing technologies, particularly
decentralised power production and
new storage methods for electricity,
was brought out on 9th July and
‘AUUM, It \l.llm\. SCC POWCT ."L‘;“l.lg('

oas as the main source of energv In

rhc UK.

health and safety i1ssues with pressure
to carry heavy loads and proposed
changes to the way that they are paid
and changes to shift systems. Funda-
mentally the dispute i1s about the post
office seeking to maximise exploitation
of their workforce. “They want a *hire
and fire’ worktorce™ a striking postal
worker from Brighton explained, “with
more temporary, part-time and agency
workers they can just lay ott when 1t’s
quiet, which means no guarantee what
your pay’s going to be one week to
the next. And we're not going (o stand
tor 1t!”

Further strikes are C\pc((cui. As we
go to press, the next strike day was

announced as 12th-13th July.

® The number of working days lost
through strikes soared last vear
according to otticial stanistics. Toral
days lost in 2006 rose from 157,400
in 2005 to 754,500 with 80% of
stoppages in the public sector. Much
of this can be attributed to national
strikes in that year against attacks on

public sector pensions.
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may be optimistic, it largely explodes
the theory that nuclear power 1s
inevitable. When coupled with similar
plans in Europe and the possibility of

usSIing Doth Scandinavian and S>anaran

cnvironments o suppiement tne extra,

Monbior clai

OLYMPIC

ollowing glowing endorsements of

MS this woulid errecivels

China’s preparation for the Olympic

games from the International

Olympic Commuission, reports of

| ongoing repression against the general

public have prompted strong criticism
of the PCU;‘IC'\ RCPUNI\.

[ he Commission continues to declare
itselt tully conhdent that China i1s organis
ing the event well, despite ongoing
brutalities against thousands of people
across the Eastern regions and reports
that millions have been unhomed by the
building process for the games.

['he expression of confidence ignores |
the Commission’s own dealings with ‘
Belng, in which an improvement to
human rights activity had supposedly
been promused as part of the deal allow-
ing the games to go ahead there. In
April 2001 Liu Jingmin, Vice President
of the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games Bid
Committee said: “By allowing Berjing
to host the Games you will hclp the
development of human rights.”

Jacques Rogge, president of the
International Olympic Committee said

a vear later: “*We are convinced that

DREAMS

the Olympic Games will improve the
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human rights activists imorisoned for

‘D\ 2 = " "
AL 11

e i

poliical purposes, pointing to a numbe:
of pro-democracy activists who have
been kept in prison for decades for
organising aganst the regime

But the detention of pro-western
political higures is only the tip of the
iceberg. Groups across the country
highting tor bertter working conditions
or to detend their homes have come
under sustained attack.

[ransitory workers from the west of
the country have been hardest hit 1n
recent years, with incidents such as one
reported earlier this month, where 300
people striking over unpaid wages were
beaten by armed paramilitanes, becoming
more trequent as inequality deepens In
the country.

Free trade unions are barred in the
country, and the use of torced labour
1s widespread while labour activasts
continue to be artacked and

imprisoned.
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Home and away

EDO acquittal

Two anti-war activists who scaled the
well-trodden roof of Brighton arms
dealers EDO MBM for a rooftop
occupation have been acquitted on a
charge of Aggravated Trespass by
Brighton magistrates. Last August
during the Israel/Lebanon contlict they
hung a banner from EDO’ roof reading
‘16 Children Killed In Qana, Lebanon.
EDO Profits From Murder’.

The District Judge refused to consider
arguments showing links between the
company and war crimes but found that
the two intrepid edificeers could not
have heard police warnings to come
down from the roof, and did not believe
they'd intended to disrupt the operation
of the factory. She said that the occupa-
tion was clearly a publicity stunt
designed to attract media attention and
had been very successtul in doing so,
having gained international coverage
in the UK, France, Germany, the USA
and even Iran. (Well done, lads!)

Seimen strike

PCS members employed by two Siemens
companies have delivered an over-
whelming vote to take strike action
over pay. In a ballot which asked two
questions members voted by 72% to
take strike action with 86% saying
they were prepared to take action
short of a strike. This followed pay
offers of 3% from the company which
are significantly below inflation and
would lead to a cut in living standards
for some of the lowest paid employees
in the multi-nanional company.

Premier job losses

Nearly 600 jobs are expected to be
lost 1n a series of factory closures by
Premier Foods.

The company, which is closing six
factories, aims to make total savings of
£113m by integrating two of its recent
acquisitions into the main company.

Two factories in Manchester are to
clos.c, along with four more in Bristol,
Ledbury in Herefordshire, Middlewich
in Cheshire, and Reading. The company
said it would invest “significantly” in
five other factories.

NUT on march

A major trade union in the UK has
lead a march on a Government
Ministry in London to protest against
plans by the British authorities to axe
scores of teachers from Jamaica and
other countries.

The Nartional Union of Teachers
(NUT) organised the event as part of a
major lobbying effort aimed at
preventing hundreds of Jamaican
teachers from losing their jobs at the
end of the academic year.

Teachers who were recruited from
the Commonwealth have been told
that they will lose their jobs in August

if they have not gained Qualified
Teacher Status.

What a guy

The UK’s largest health union, Unison,
has welcomed the appointment of Alan
Johnson as Health Secretary as “some-
one we can do business with”.

The union has recently moved to co-
ordinate any strike action from Local
Government workers and NHS workers
as part of a ‘broad front’ to defend pay
and fight cuts to public services.

Alan Johnson, an ex-union boss noted
for his devotion to Blairite policies, was
the man responsible for pushing tuition
fees through the house of commons, and

has a reputation as a militant defender
of foundation hospitals.
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Around the world

AUSTRALIA: Earlier this month a US-

Australian wargame exercise off the
Great Barrier Reef, Queensland, was
halted by a white whale.

Hundreds of campaigners under the
name Peace Convergence had held a
non-violent protest in the region the
week before, with some taking direct
action and entering the test area,
evading capture for days. But then
along came Migaloo, who forced a
military retreat. Nearly 30,000 US
and Australian military personnel,
with 120 aircraft and 30 warships
including nuclear aircraft carriers
and submarines, were involved in
Exercise Talisman Sabre, near
Rockhampton, but the sonars used in
this kind of wartare are known to kill
whales and dolphins, as well as other
fish and rurtles.

The International Whaling Commus-
sion condemned the use of sonar in the
Great Barrier Reef marine park last
month, citing the lethal etfects of the
low frequency sonar used by military
submarines on marine mammals, which
causes them to panic, surface too
quickly, suffer the bends with some-
tmes lethal consequences.

COLOMBIA: A new Amnesty report

says paramilitaries are still operating
and colluding with the security forces
to eliminate and intimidate union
members.

Although the number of unionists
killed has fallen since the recent hand-
over of AUC guns, last year saw 77 trade
unionists killed or ‘disappeared’.

Since 1991, some 2,245 members of
trade unions have been killed, 3.400
threatened and more than 130 have
‘disappeared’, according to figures from
Colombia’s National Trade Union
School.

Trade unionists involved in labour
disputes and campaigns against
privatisation are particularly targeted,
Amnesty’s report says.

Prison n

John Bowden

The 13th June is the Second International

Day of Solidarity with John Bowden and

various actions are being organised:

* London There will be a solidarity
picket of the Parole Board HQ at
Grenadier House, 99-105 Horseferry
Road, SW1P 2DD, from 12.30 to
2pm. Bring placards and banners.

* Edinburgh A solidarity picket of the
Scottish Parliament from 3pm. Bring
placards and banners.

* Brighton card-signing, letter-writing
and access to a telephone provided
by Brighton ABC, from 12 noon
until 5.30pm at the Cowley Club, 12
London Road.

* Leeds solidarity actions plus a get-
together to sign cards, write letters,
etc., from noon through the afternoon
at The Common Place.

For more information on John Bowden

and details of actions visit myspace.

com/friendsofjohnbowden
In June, John Bowden wrote: “On

the 29th May, less than a week after a

demonstration staged outside the Scottish

In related news, relatives of 22 people
killed by Colombian paramilitaries
have filed a US civil damages lawsuit
against the Chiquita banana company
after it admitted paying off violent
guerrilla groups.

The victims died between 1997 and
2004 in the banana-growing region of
Uraba in northwestern Colombia.

In a March agreement with the US
Justice Department, Chiquita Brands
International Inc. agreed to pay a $25
million fine to settle a criminal
complaint accusing it of paying the
AUC more than $1.7 million from
1997 to 2004.

FRANCE: Undocumented workers at
the fast food chain in Paris occupied
the Buffalo Grill in Viry-Chatillon
after being sacked and reported to the
authorities.

The mugrants, mostly ot African origin,
many with years of employment at the
chain, face expulsion from the France
of Nicolas Sarkozy to their country of
origin.

Last year, a popular immigrant
Buffalo Grill worker announced his
candidacy for workplace representation
elections. In February 2007, his irregular
employment status was ‘anonymously’
reported to the police, who proceeded
to inspect the employment papers of
the chain’s more than 600 foreign
workers. Four were fired and others
pressured to resign.

FRANCE: A spate of suicides amongst
workers at French car plants reflects
the fact that large numbers of workers
are being driven to take their own
lives by workplace stresses.

In France there are 300-400 suicides
a year directly attributable to working
conditions according to Christian
Larose, vice-president of the social and
economic council of the CGT. Roughly
one worker is killing him/herself a day
because of the job that they have.

Parliament in protest at my treatment,
the administration at Castle Huntly
Open Prison ... hurriedly held a ‘case
management’ meeting to decide on a
strategy of neutralising further protests
on my behalf and prolonging my time
in prison on less obviously vindictive
and politically motivated grounds.
The meeting, held at Glenochil high
security prison, where I'm currently
being held, was attended by an array
of prison service employed social
workers, psychologists and governors,
and chaired by the Deputy Governor
of Castle Huntly Prison, James McKay.
No-one at the meeting dissented from
the view of McKay that although my
stay in maximum security should be
prolonged and intended to negatively
influence the decision of a Parole Board
hearing to consider my release in August,
in terms of trying to nullify further
protests on my behalf and adverse
opinion of the prison system it was no
longer expedient to maintain the lie
that my removal from an open jail had
been as a result of my contact with a

The first two workers killed them-
selves at their workplace, the third at
home, leaving a note blaming workplace
stress. The company has announced an
internal inquiry.

PAKISTAN: Hungry victims of the
monsoon-spawned floods in south-
western Pakistan rioted Friday, protesting
slow, meagre aid reaching their
marooned villages where many feared
the receding waters would yield
numerous bodies.

Police fired tear gas and shots into
the air but failed to disperse a crowd
of several thousand villagers who
broke into and ransacked the mayor’s
office in this city in southwestern
Pakistan ringed by floodwaters.

The widespread flooding struck after
Cyclone Yemyin dumped torrential
rains on the area Tuesday.

Protesters said they had waded through
chest-deep water from outlying areas
to voice their anger about the dearth
of relief aid. Only packets of biscuits
and bottles of water had been received,
they said.

“Every tamily is looking for one or
two members. They are all missing,”
said Chaker Baloth, who walked more
than 25 miles through the night to
reach this city of some 150,000. Others
teared they would never see their
missing family members again.

The government said the official

death toll in Baluchistan province was
14, with more than 24 missing, although
local media reported much higher
numbers.

Fargooq Ahmed Khan, head of the
National Disaster Management
Authority, said accurate figures were
not available because of widespread
communications disruptions in the
stricken areas.

Khan told reporters in Islamabad
that the military had rescued about
1,600 people, including 600 fishermen
in the Arabian Sea.

‘terrorist’ group on the outside ...

The public protestations of the group
concerned, Anarchist Black Cross, a
perfectly legitimate and non-violent

prisoner support group, now rendered
the lie untenable.

A fortnight after the meeting I was
informed by a senior member of staff
at Glenochil that ... I would remain in
high security conditions to be ‘psycho-
logically risk-assessed’ instead. In fact,
[ had already been ‘risk-assessed’ by a
senior forensic psychologist in 2003 and
his opinion was that I presented abso-
lutely no danger or risk to the public and
should be transferred to an open prison
in preparation for complete release...

The solidarity shown towards me by
supporters on the outside has produced
cracks and divisions in the ranks of
prison officialdom, and Audrey Park, the
Governor of Glenochil, has now broken
rank and insisted that the inexorable
intensification of protest on my behalf
be defused by returning me to an open
prison. On the rock of solidarity their
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Military helicopters continued to drop
relief supplies, but many of the more
than 800,000 people hit by monsoon
flooding in southwest Pakistan appeared
to have received little or nothing.

SOUTH AFRICA: The Zabalaza
Anarchist Communist Federation
(ZACF) of South Africa and Swaziland
has expressed concern over the
pinning of racist pro-Boer actions on
‘racist anarchists’.

Right-wingers in the South African
town of Potchefstroom removed street-
signs with the names of liberation
figures and replaced them with those
of Boer leaders. But the Potch City
Council attributed the actions to
“racist anarchists”.

In a statement, ZACF wrote: “We
presume that Mohau is simply
politically naive in putting about his
mistaken attribution of these acts of
vandalism. However, his comments
have the unfortunate effect of
besmirching the good name of the
small, but active anarchist movement
in southern Africa.”

The ZACF wishes to point out that
the first trade unions for people of
colour in southern Africa, the Industnal
Workers of Africa founded in 1917 and
the Indian Workers Industrial Union

founded in 1919, were established by
anarchist-syndicalists of all colours

including Thomas William ‘Bill’ Thibed:
(who later became a communist),
Bernard Sigamoney, Andrew Dunbar
and Johnny Gomas.

“Anti-racism has always been and
remains a fundamental ethic of the
anarchist movement. Today, the ZACEF,
engages in constructive educational
work, both within South African
townships as well as within the pro-
democracy movements of Swaziland
and Zimbabwe. Other anarchists are
similarly involved in progressive
projects that make no distinction of

wave of repression is being broken and

gender, colour or creed.”

there is now a mood of desperation
characterising their attempts to keep
the cell door closed on me.

In the face of their deceit and
inhuman attempts to deny me freedom
after 25 years in prison my defiance
remains implacable and unyielding, and
I will continue to fight their vicious
abuse of power as I've done for the
last quarter of a century. In the words
of the Uruguayan poet and writer
Eduardo Galeano, ‘We are as small as

the fear we feel, and as big as the
enemy we choose’.”

ABC Scotland

The first meeting to form an Anarchist
Black cross group in Scotland was held
on 7th July at the Autonomous Centre
of Edinburgh.

A blog has been set up to help people
get in touch at abescotland.wordpress.
com with a draft proposal for the new
group, which has been set up in part
inspired by the solidarity work seen
around the John Bowden case.

Mark Barnsley is away
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Public Private stitchup

Rob Ray follows up two years on from the last time Metronet got

itself into trouble, and finds nothing has improved

roubled Public/Private Partnership

(PPP) company Metronet has filed

for an Extraordinary Review
following weeks of pressure from
LLondon Underground, to investigate
how it has accrued up to £2bn in
EXCEeSS COSTtS.

['he company is in severe financial
straights after loan companies refused
to give them any more money, junking
their credit status.

In calling a review, Metronet is
attempting to claim £1bn trom Transport
for London (TfL), the state body which
regulates the rail system, to help pay
for its Tube renewal work. Further costs
could be claimed from other sections of
the group later in the year, also thought
to total around £1bn.

Metronet accuse TfL of effectively
shifting the goalposts by demanding_
more improvements but not putting in
extra money to cover them. TfL
strongly deny this, and on the contrary
have argued that the company i1s
entirely responsible for the overruns,
as it 1s owned by its suppliers.

Transport for London may end up
having to foot the bill even if they win
the case, with bosses at the infra-
structure company threatening to
walk away and leave TfL with the
liabilities.

Metronet has come under sustained
criticism since it took over the contract
to renew London’s underground services
from a range of sources, including
unions, watchdogs, the mayor’s office,
and Transport for London.

Tim O’Toole, managing director of
London Underground, said: “We
believe Metronet has not performed 1n
an economic and efficient manner and

Same old Brown policies

nyone wondering if Gordon
Brown would be on the side of
working people need look no
further than his new cabinet for the

answer. The former head of the CBI -
the bosses’ union, Digby Jones is now
Minister for Trade and Industry. Jones,
who refused to join the Labour party
and won'’t even say whether he voted
Labour in the last election, is one of a
slew of new appointments from business
in positions of power in Brown'’s
government.

Lord Stevens Brown’s international
security advisor i1s a director of amongst
others LGC Group Holdings and Invicta
Capital a company which Corporate
Watch points out “is an investment
and legal services firm which last year
ceased funding the British film industry,
when Gordon Brown himself closed a
tax loophole that they were using”.

Stevens and Jones are joined by Shriti
Vadera, the new Parliamentary Under
Secretary of State in the Department
tor International Development. She
spent fourteen years at UBS Warburg,
a giant investment bank, heavily involved

that its financial position 1s a result of

it and its shareholders failure to properly
plan, manage and execute its maintenance
and renewal activities.”

In the most recent report on
Metronet from the PPP Arbiter
organisation set up to monitor Its
Progress, 1t was found that the two arms
of the company had between them
refurbished just 14 of the 35 stations
they had been expected to have
completed at this point, and 34.9km
of surface rail replacement, against
49.1km agreed in the contract.

In deep tube reconditioning, the
results have been even worse, completing
less than half of the 18.7km of
contracted work.

However, according to the PPP
Arbiter, as of March 2006 costs had
come in substantially on target, meaning
the money has been spent, but with less
to show for it. It was found that the
standards which would be expected of
a “benchmark operator” have not
been met, with the work done so far
being “poorly delivered™.

In a statement, the arbiter said:
“Neither Metronet BCV nor Metronet
SSL has carried out its activities, over
the period from 4th April 2003 to 31st
March 2006 as a whole, in an overall
efficient and economic manner and in
accordance with Good Industry
Practice.”

The company was also strongly
criticised for failing to put in a full and
frank report of its buying process, despite
repeated requests and substantial
warning.

The report echoes findings from two
years ago on Metronet’s performance,
reported on by Freedom in 2005. That

In privatisation across the globe. There
1s another privatization link in the Brown
government. Sir Alan West the Security
Minister chairs a company called
QinenQ’s Detence Advisory Board. West
played a crucial part in privatising the
tormer Defence Evaluation and
Research Agency in 2001, as QinetiQ
energy. Jeremy Heywood, who was
Managing Director and co-head of
Morgan Stanley from December 2003,
and is now Brown’s head of ‘domestic
policy and strategy’.

None of these people were ever
elected. No one has voted for them yet
they are taking up positions of power
that will influence the way we live.

Brown’s government i1s one dominated
by corporate interests. Digby Jones who

opposes workers’ right to strike — once
calling on the government to ‘tace
down' the unions, said on appointment
that “business and wealth creation
should be at the heart of government

policy”.

John Hutton the new business
enterprise minister (funny they don'’t
have a workers’ rights minister) said

? - /

GEORGE MELLY, 1927-2007: One of the most colourful characters ever to be associated with anarchism,

A

Jazz star, writer, comedian and entertainer George Melly has died. “I still support its principles: don’t
interfere with people, let them get on with it, let them learn to live together, let them learn to love

each other.”

year it was found that the company
had fallen up a year behind schedule
while simultaneously overspending.

The scandal uncovered was that
Metronet, part-owned by construction
contracting giant Baltour Beattie, had
been buying substantial services from
Its parent company at above-odds

last week that the government would
be “aggressively pro-business”. This
means in addition to the appointments
itke Jones bringing in business advisors
ke Alan Sugar, whose company has

arge public sector contracts and |P
Garnier of GlaxoSmithKline who lives
in America and does not pay any taxes
here.

As anarchists we argue that people
need to be allowed to take control of
their own lives. We argue for real
democracy not the sham thar leads to
unelected businessmen who make
money out of the state running the
government. It i1s almost a joke that
some one like Jones who isn’t a
member of the Labour party and
didn’t even vote for them is now a
Labour minister. The trouble is the
joke 1s on us.

libcom.org
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prices, and receiving poorly-funded
work 1n return. Payment to its
investors meanwhile was double what
it should be.

Unions have called tor the sector to
be rc-prl\'dtlwd f()”n\\'mg the latest
problems, saying that cost overruns

while shareholders are still taking

profits out of the business, followed by
rcqucsrs [Oor thc state (o }\.lll Out rhc
prnhlcm, \h()\\' rhc \\‘gulkrk'\\c\ Of thg'

PPP project.

g ————————————

Rumours have surtaced however that
other companies are already holding

mfnrmal [J”\'\ O IJL'C over \hnuld

Metroner go into administration.

Mass deportations

housands of Congolese refugees
are to be deported trom the as

part of a crackdown on those

in ‘irregular situations’ — with the
Congo pledging to round up everyone
sent back.

British ambassador Andy Sparks
announced at the end ot last month
that up to 4,000 people could be
flown back to the war-torn republic,
despite warnings from human rights
groups that the area 1s highly unsate.

Congolese ofticials have said they
will hold and i1dentity everyone sent
back, leading to tears that refugees
tace severe reprisals from the state.

In an interview with Radio Okapi, a
progressive radio station based in the
Democratic Republic of Congo,
Ruphin Kilimpimpi, the legal adviser
tor the Directorate-General of
migrations (DGM) said: “To make 1t
possible our country to accomodate in
dignity these compatriots, there are
preconditions. The first precondition it
1s the identification.”

The move comes as France and
Amsterdam make similar noises about

, mass deportations of Congolese, with
|77 people announced to be deported
in May by the Dutch ambassador.

Protessor Mwahila Tshivembe,
president ot the Federation of the
Congolese of France said that it is not
the moment to expel the Congolese
living abroad. The country which has
just lett several vears from war, does
not have means of dealing with those
expelled, he explained.

In the UK, a writer from the Congo
Support Project said: “People are still
dying as a result ot contlict, and
human rights violations, killings of
civihans and recruitment of child
soldiers continue. Deportees are
handed over to the security services,
and if they are wanted by the
authorities they are immediately
detained and brought to prisons
where they can easily die within a
year, due to beanings, torture and lack
of food.”

The group held a demonstration
against the deportations on 3rd July.
Contact defendasylumseekers@yahoo.co.uk

for more information.
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