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Tony Blair continues to court 
controversy as more revelations 
emerge about his decisions to 
take the country to war.
The official inquiry into the Iraqi war, headed 
by senior civil servant John Chilcott, finally 
began on 24th November, six years after the 
invasion.

Set up by Gordon Brown in June of this 
year after mounting public concern over the 
continuation of the war, the inquiry was 
originally to be held private examining the 
UK’s involvement in Iraq from mid-2001 to 
July 2009, but is now open to public 
scrutiny after accusations of a government 
stitch-up.

The inquiry, whose findings won’t be 
published until after the next election, will 
interview all the major players, including 
Tony Blair, who will give evidence of the 
UK’s involvement in the run-up to the 
conflict, the subsequent military action and 
its aftermath to establish, according to the 
brief, the way decisions were made, to 
determine what happened and to ensure that 
in a similar situation in future, the government 
is “equipped to respond in the most effective 
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LENS CAP DUBAI ON THE BRINK OF COLLAPSE

Dubai is the world in minature (pictured above is part of Dubai’s World development) as it faces 

both immediate financial collapse from the unstable market system or long term flooding from 

global warming. Can we do anything to stop capitalism ruining our planet?

SUPPORT FOR POLISH MILITANTS
Members of Industrial Workers of the World 
(IWW) and the Polish Anarchist Society staged 
a picket outside the Polish Embassy in London 
on 29th November in solidarity with the 
militant factory workers from the Cegielski 
plant in Poznan, Poland.

A dozen or so activists hung a banner on 
the railings and leafleted the area in support 
of the sacked factory workers, who are also 
members of the Workers Initiative (Inicjatywa 
Pracownicza - IP, a Polish anrcho-syndicalist 
trade union.

The Polish workers asked for support for five 
IP activists sacked in October for organising 
in the workplace, along with an end to the 
repression against trade union activity, an 
end to the redundancies and negotiations to 
resolve all outstanding demands.

The Cegielski plant is one of the most 
famous plants in Poland; it was founded in 
1846 and continues to manufacture maritime 
engines and parts. At its height in mid 1970s 
it employed over 20,000 workers, which 
today is reduced to just 2,800. IP have been 
active in the plant since the late 1990s and 
orchestrated a strategy of ‘plyta’ (‘platform/ 
square’) a form of wildcat strike.

An agreement was signed on 25th November 
2009, by the Workers’ Initiative and the 
factory owners ending the dispute, and the 
five IP-activists, who had been illegally fired 
earlier, are set to return to work. The owners 
also recognised the union protection for the 
five activists. The IP have agreed to suspend 
protests while the management promised not 
to make further redundancies.
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SURGE WITHOUT VICTOR: No prizes 
for guessing that your friendly anarchist 
newspaper is against the surge in
Afghanistan. So, sparing readers the 
whining lefty ain’t-it-awful polemic, 
let’s take a punt on whether President
Osama’s ‘last best hope’ of sending an 
extra 30,000 troops will defeat the
Taliban in three years or be America’s 
new Vietnam.

Now, just over 100,000 troops will be 
available to control 28 million Afghans, 
compared to Soviet forces of 500,000 back 
in the 1980s who didn’t do that well.

Ignoring such a recent example, consider 
that in the early 1940s the so called ‘cheese 
eating surrender monkey’ people of France 
were able to cause more than minor 
difficulties to their occupiers despite a 
million German troops unrestricted by ‘a 
hearts and minds strategy’.

VERMIN: Freedom never descends to 
personal insults or sympathises all that 
much with politicians, but when the 
Labour Party sack a local election 
candidate who had called the Queen 
‘a parasite’ and ‘vermin’, then we feel 
obliged to defend free speech, or at least 
the truth.

Peter White posted on the Facebook 
page of Conservative MP Andrew 
Rosindell, who has been campaigning for 
the Queen’s diamond jubilee in 2012 to be 
marked by a public holiday.

Peter White said “What is the point of 
celebrating the diamond jubilee of 
someone who is born into a position of 
privilege, she is a parasite and milks this 
country for everything she can.”

He went on: “She has more front than 
Margate asking for extra money from the 
civil list.”

G20 JAILING: On 1st December 2009, 
Mindaugus Lenartavicius was sentenced to 
two years imprisonment after he pleaded 
guilty to a charge of arson at the Royal 
Bank of Scotland branch in Threadneedle 
Street.

Lenartavicius was seen pulling out a 
lighter and repeatedly flicking it alight on 
1st April in order to set window blinds on 
fire, Southwark Crown Court heard.

His ‘not guilty’ plea to a charge of being 
reckless as to whether life was endangered 
was accepted by the court.

WORLD CUP: By the time you read this 
the football World Cup draw will be 
decided (4th December) and we will 
know who is in the ‘group of death’ and 
there will be much bewailing of how unfair 
it all is.

Don’t worry, we’re not planning hippy 
type three-sided alternative ‘Global 
Saucer’.

But we will be following the impact of 
the tourament on working class people in 
the new year.

LENS CAP AGAINST THE (NANNY) STATE

We urge all our readers to drink in moderation and so we wish to warn everyone about the 32% alcohol 
beer, Tactical Nuclear Penguin’, which is shown being unveiled by BrewDog of Fraserburgh. BrewDog was 
previously branded irresponsible for an 18.2% beer called ‘Tokyo’, which it then followed with a low 
alcohol beer called ‘Nanny State’.

Bush demo in the courts
The seven day trial of George Anton and 
George Orton concluded on 1st December 
with Anton’s acquittal and Orton facing a 
retrial in April after a hung jury.

Both had been charged with violent 
disorder (section 2 Public Order Act 1986) 
for their participation in the demonstration 
in Whitehall against George Bush’s visit to 
London on the 15th June last year.

Just to recap on the events of fourteen 
months ago, this was hardly the Poll Tax riot. 
Stop The War wanted to march up Whitehall 
so that George Bush could see their demo as 
his 15-vehicle motorcade swept past, while 
the Met wanted the crowd to stay in 
Parliament Square.

When protestors tried to walk up Whitehall, 
the cops battered them with their truncheons. 
Even Carol Vincent from ‘Big Brother’ got

hit (for her own safety, as a police witness 
put it) when she tried to handcuff herself to 
the barriers the cops used to block the road. 
The police line was not breached or even 
pushed back.

Later the remains of the crowd were kettled 
and several were brutally grabbed by snatch 
squads. However this one-sided show of 
force did not stop a dozen people being 
prosecuted, mainly for public order offences.

Some people understandably pleaded guilty 
to lesser charges in deals with the Crown 
Prosecution Service to avoid the risk of going 
to jail. However, of those courageous people 
who stood up for their right to protest, none 
has been found guilty, with only George 
Orton’s retrial remaining.

As to the trial itself, it will surprise very 
few of our readers that there were discrepancies 
between the recollection of the officers giving 
testimony and the footage shown, particularly 
that provided by independent photographers 
who, amazingly, recorded things that the 
careful police investigation neglected. Praise 
is due to them and to the people who came 
forward as witnesses to the police brutality 
on the day.

If you haven’t experienced it, it is hard to 
comprehend the pressures of having a court 
case with the prospect of imprisonment 
hanging over you for 14 months. We 
congratulate all the people involved for this 
victory against police repression and wish 
George Orton the best of luck in April.

Witnesses and film are still needed for upcoming 
prosecutions in the G20 cases. Please contact Liam 
Pollard at Bindmans solicitors (020 7833 4433) if 
you can help.
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Left, the Government Communications Headquarters (GCHQ) building; right, some of the Estes model rockets

Jailed for keeping schtum
A 33-year old has been sentenced to nine 
months imprisonment for refusing to decrypt 
his personal computer files.

The unnamed man is believed to be the 
first person sentenced under Part III of the 
Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act (RIPA), 
which came into power in October 2007. 
RIPA Part III was set up on the pretext that 
the government required legal access to 
suspected terrorists’ secret files of death and 
destruction. In the words of Jack Straw, who 
introduced the legislation: “It was government 
trying to put in place increased powers so that 
we could preserve and sustain our democracy 
against this new kind of threat.”

He was initially arrested in September 2008 
coming back on the Eurostar from Paris, where 
French police sniffer dogs had detected the 
model rocket he was carrying. The rocket, 
made by American hobby company Estes, was 
in its original packaging and did not include 
the rocket engine. However the Metropolitan 
Police’s elite Counter-Terrorism Command 

(CTC) saw it fit to detain the suspect at the 
high security facilities of Paddington Green 
police station. During several hours’ question­
ing, he made no comment.

After being released on police bail in spite 
of minute traces of explosives detected on his 
body, he returned to the station as appointed. 
This time he was re-arrested for carrying a 
pocket knife.

At this point CTC demanded he provide 
access to several hard drives and USB key 
drives which they had seized during investiga­
tions. Refusing to do so, he was warned they 
would seek a section 49 notice under RIPA 
Part III, which gives a suspect a time limit to 
supply encryption keys or make target data 
intelligible. Failure to comply is an offence under 
section 53 of the same Part of the Act and 
carries a sentence of up to two years imprison­
ment, and up to five years imprisonment in an 
investigation concerning national security.

Following the warning, he was bailed again. 
Feeling harassed by the police and insisting 

he had done nothing wrong, he did not return 
as appointed. This led to the police raid on 
his home on 7th March this year.

Insisting throughout on his right to remain 
silent is ultimately what allowed him to be 
charged, on ten counts, under RIPA Part III.

He was also charged for his missed bail 
appearance and for two attempts to get a new 
passport, falsely claiming his was lost. He says 
CTC told him he would not get the one they 
had seized back, so he applied for a new one.

At the trial on 2nd June he pleaded guilty 
to all charges, wrongly believing he would be 
released that day thanks to time served. 
Instead, taking into account the passport 
offences and missed bail, he received a total 
of 13 months.

Before finishing what would have been a 
six-and-a-half-month prison term during 
September, the 33-year old was sectioned 
under the Mental Health Act. He now does 
not know when he will be released from 
hospital.

Blair’s war crimes
◄◄ page 1
manner in the best interests of the country”.

Already information is being revealed that 
confirms what many anti-war activists have 
always advocated - the war was not legal 
and reasons for going to war was based on 
fraudulent information intended to deceive 
parliament and the British public. Regime 
change was the driving force behind George 
Bush’s decision to go to war, although its 
legality was never established, and which 
Tony Blair was complicit in despite the 
warnings.

Sir William Patey, head of Middle East 
policy at the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office (FCO) at the time, told the inquiry: 
“We had at the end the regime-change option. 
We dismissed that at the time as having no 
basis in law.”

Sir Peter Ricketts, then the political 
director at the FCO, went on to confirm: 
“We quite clearly distanced our self from 
regime change. It was clear that was 
something there would not be any legal base 
for. ”

A Cabinet Office paper drawn up at the 
time warned: “A legal justification for 
invasion would be needed. Subject to law 
officers’ advice, none currently exists. This 
makes moving quickly to invade legally very 
difficult.”

The final justification for going to war 
came in Tony Blair’s speech to the Commons 
where he described Saddam’s weapons 
programme as “active, detailed and 
growing” and said the picture emerging was 
“detailed and authoritative”.

Sir William Ehrman, the Foreign Office’s 
director of international security at the time, 
told the inquiry that ministers were repeatedly 
warned over the limits of intelligence on Iraq. 
“We did get a report that chemical weapons 
might have remained disassembled and 
Saddam hadn’t yet ordered their assembly. 
There was a suggestion that Iraq might lack 
warheads capable of effective dispersal of 
agents.”

A senior law lord, Lord Steyn, has already 
demanded an interim report for “the inquiry 
to conclude that in the absence of a second UN 
resolution authorising invasion, it was illegal”.

Blair himself is to face the inquiry earlier 
next year, although Gordon Brown, the then 
Chancellor who bankrolled the war, has not 
be called to give evidence.
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Economic commentary
In this fifth part of his look at 
the financial crisis, John Griffin 
examines the secret handouts 
given to banks
I thought we’d got to the end of the banking 
saga, but then on the 24th November Mervyn 
King (pictured right), Governor of the Bank 
of England, revealed further handouts to RBS 
and HBOS which had been kept secret. Having 
developed an out-of-controlness theme in 
Part 4 {Freedom, 21st November), this latest 
instalment builds on rather nicely.

The sums involved are £36.6bn to RBS 
and £25.4bn to HBOS - a total of £62bn. 
All told, this is a very big number, even though 
a relatively small addition to the eye-watering 
amounts previously disclosed. Let’s hope there 
is no more black-budgeting. The emergency 
loans were made up until 13th December
2008, when there was a real danger of the 
collapse of the entire banking system, and 
the Government was persuading Lloyds to 
take over HBOS rather than having to 
nationalise it. The loans were secured with 
£l00bn of collateral and subject to interest 
paid to the Bank of England. Repayment 
was completed in January 2009.

There are several deceits here. For the 
merger to go ahead, it was necessary to gain 
the agreement of Lloyd’s shareholders who, 
it was rightly assumed, would not be pleased 
to take on the £25.4bn debt, so they were 
kept in the dark. King, however, made it clear 
that: “The board of Lloyds was fully in the 
picture, knew exactly how much support 
HBOS was receiving, as did their legal advisors, 
and they concluded it still made a considerable 
amount of sense for Lloyds and HBOS to 
merge”. So the Government, Bank of England 
and Lloyds’ directors together conspired to 
deceive the shareholders, but this deception 
was not apparently fraudulent in any way. 
Everything was under control!

Long before the takeover, we can imagine 
the HBOS directors frantically selling their 
HBOS shares - they knew better than anyone 
else where the bodies were buried, one of 
whom being that bearer of unwelcome news, 
Paul Moore, their Risk Manager, whom they 
had sacked.

I would have thought that the secret State 
bail-outs would have run foul of the EU 
competition laws, but I have so far seen no 
reports of this. Assuming the EU was told 
before King’s announcement, one wonders if 
this was before the Lloyds-HBOS merger? I bet 
it was after! And the Government, we are 
now told, changed the rules used by its own 
Financial Services Authority to make its 
manoeuvres legitimate. So that’s all right 
then!

The Government and Bank of England must 
surely wish that their mucky little secret

remained buried forever, not just for the last 
year, although that may be enough to blunt 
the wrath of Lloyds shareholders. The Bank 
of England says that disclosure now has 
nothing to do with the imminent publication 
of a report from the National Audit Office. 
They tried to smooth their passage by first 
getting King to make his announcement to a 
Treasury Select Committee of MPs. Darling 
faced the Commons the next day.

Inflation, deflation and Gaia
I have the uneasy feeling that the vast amounts 
of money pumped into the economy must 
eventually encourage inflation and debase 
the currency further - the Pound has already 
fallen about 25% against the Euro since the 
crisis began.

The Bank of England of course knows the 
dangers, but prefers inflation to deflation 
because it encourages people to spend and 
thereby boost tax revenues. Also, as time 
passes, inflation reduces the real cost of debt 
repayments - handy that. On the other hand, 
when there is deflation and prices are falling, 
people tend to hold back their spending, 
anticipating that prices will fall still further, 
thus prompting a downward spiral in 
economic activity. Hence all that quantitative 
easing. Yet quantitive easing did not work in 
Japan.

The Japanese quantitive easing, like ours, 
involved their Central Bank buying back 
government bonds, whilst keeping interest 
rates just above zero. It was introduced in 
stages from 2001, after prices had been falling 
for two years, and ended in 2006. However, 

the Guardian has just reported that prices 
are now falling again. Brown and Darling 
may have copied the Japanese, so no doubt 
they are keeping an eye on developments 
there.

The Japanese have been feeling the draught 
from competition from India, China, Taiwan 
and Korea - they call the 1990s ‘the lost 
decade’. This turn of events may be ominous 
for other economies, there being far too 
many producers using too much technology 
to glut the world with goods and generate 
unemployment. All of which threatens the 
stability of the financial world - together 
with the planet’s ecology. Gaia will never 
dance to their kind of music.

Underneath all the hoo-hah coming from 
Copenhagen lies the uncomfortable truth 
that to save our planet we have to produce 
and consume much, much less. That means 
falling prices, more unemployment and less 
tax revenue: deflation. We are currently 
experiencing the biggest financial crash since 
that of 1929, but in the UK output has 
fallen only 6%. To make things right with 
Gaia, we have to make far deeper cuts than 
that. The economic implications are obvious 
- that’s why Governments around the world 
will never agree on a sound ecological 
strategy, it’s up to us!

We could conclude,tying together the 
economic, the ecological and the out-of- 
control, by saying that we are so eager to 
destroy our habitat that we want to do it on 
credit, so much so that recently we broke 
the banks in the process.

Some would call this madness.
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COPENHAGEN: James Hansen, probably 
the world’s most prominent Climate 
scientist, says it would be better for the 
planet and for future generations if next 
week’s Copenhagen climate change summit 
ended in collapse.

In an interview with the Guardian, 
Hansen said that any agreement likely to 
emerge from the negotiations would be so 
deeply flawed that it would be better to 
start again from scratch.

“I would rather it not happen if people 
accept that as being the right track because 
it’s a disaster track. The whole approach is 
so fundamentally wrong that it is better to 
reassess the situation.”

Excellent plan, and the same for capitalism 
please.

WHITE PAPER: Alan Johnson, the Home 
Secretary, has announced a white paper on 
policing. Wait with bated breath for the 
dramatic reforms he has in mind.

There should be a standardised beat 
patrol vehicle in police livery with blue 
lights available for use across all forces. 
Standardised police uniforms - currently 
each force has its own variation with 
helmets or caps - and one supplier of body 
armour.

Are people having difficulty know who’s 
a cop or not? No the simple truth is it’s a 
plan to cut costs by 5% in the next five 
years - amazing no one thought of it 
earlier.

POVERTY: The Joseph Rowntree Founda­
tion says poverty in Britain is as bad as it 
was in 2000.

The group said that issues of unemploy­
ment and the repossession of homes had 
become more acute before the recession 
started. It said long-term solutions were 
needed to reverse the poverty trend. 

Too true.
........ ' ... ••

STUDENTS: A university is giving some 
of its politics students lessons in how to 
campaign and take direct action.

The Sheffield Hallam students will have 
to conduct an activism project and 
campaign on a theme of their choice. 

Course leader Dr Annabel Kiernan said 
many students did not have time for protest 
as they were too busy working to pay off 
their tuition fee loans.

GREY DRIZZLE: The Met Office has said 
that last month was the wettest November 
on record, with an average of 217.4mm 
(8.6in) of rain across the UK.

The weather station that recorded the 
highest rainfall last month was in Shap, 
Cumbria, with 621.4mm (24.5in). The 
previous recorded average of 193.6mm 
(7.6in) dates back to 1951.

Time to revive the anti-nationalism plan of 
renaming countries after their predominant 
feature, hence these islands as Grey 
Drizzle.

Student politics
The state of student politics 
at the end of 2009...
The Autonomous Student Network was 
founded on 24th October 2007 and is still 
growing and developing, with people from 
around 40 UK universities involved in 
groups on their campuses, on the email list 
and on the web forum.

The network was set up by students at 
Goldsmiths University as an alternative to 
socialist and liberal student networks and 
the defunct NUS: to join up anarchist and 
autonomous groups and individuals at 
different universities, such as the Sussex 
Autonomous Group. We felt that this would 
strengthen existing groups and encourage 
other people to form new groups, which is 
still happening but much work lies ahead 
with the corporatisation of universities 
gradually eroding higher education.

For the academic year 2007-2008, the 
network was mostly a London network, 
with groups and individuals at Goldsmiths, 
SOAS, Queen Mary’s, UEL, Imperial,
Middlesex, UCL, LSE, Imperial, Birkbeck and 
more. We focused on organising student blocks 
at demos, such as those against SOCPA; 
campaigning against corporations on campus, 
such as the Sodexho catering company (with 
their links to the prison system and military 
institutions); highlighting the impossibility to 

organise politically within the NUS (we wrote 
a pamphlet explaining that the NUS is no 
longer a union capable of radical politics 
and calling for other forms of organising); 
and having stalls, such as at the annual 
People Planet student conference, Shared 
Planet, which is one of the largest annual 
student gatherings.

At the Anarchist Bookfair in 2008 we held 
a meeting and from then on the network 
expanded to become a national network, with 
students from Sheffield and beyond getting 
involved.

At the Anarchist Movement conference in 
June 2009, the web forum was launched and 
the network re-vitalised. At present, People 
&C Planet and ENS (Education Not for Sale, 
which is part of the NUS) are involved in 
useful activity, however the ASN is the only 
network engaging in anarchist politics and 
thus needs to expand and strengthen so as to 
work with education workers, such as people 
in UCU (the University and College Union) 
to successfully resist the changes threatening 
higher education.

Ex-student researcher
I am currently working on a project looking at the 
corporatisation of universities with People & Planet: 
Reclaim Research, contact: autonomous-students- 
network@lists.riseup.net or see:
• autonomous-students.net/index.html
• ucu.org.uk
• http://peopleandplanet.org/reclaimresearch
• sgr.org.uk

mailto:autonomous-students-network%40lists.riseup.net
mailto:autonomous-students-network%40lists.riseup.net
ucu.org.uk
http://peopleandplanet.org/reclaimresearch
sgr.org.uk





