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CON-DEMned to Tweedie-Dave 
and Tweedie-Dumb
As the two leading figures, looking almost 
indistinguishable from each other, walked 
out onto the lawn behind Number Ten 
Downing Street to cement their new 
coalition government and announce their 
future working plans together, both David 
Cameron and Nick Clegg looked at ease with 
their partnership in power acknowledging 
that there will be “difficult decisions” ahead 
and that “spending should bear the brunt of 
the burden in terms of cutting the deficit”. It 
was with this brief and outward show of 
unity that ushered in the new administration 
and will set alarm bells ringing across the 
country for the vast majority of working 
class people.

This is the first coalition government since 
Second World War and both leaders were 
determined to emphasise the need for 
“stability” and “strong government”. The 
objective was to ensure that despite no party 
achieving overall majority in the House of 
Commons, and thus unable to command 
their own political agenda, the business of 
government would not alter course - all 
parties had threatened massive cuts on 
public spending in attempt to balance the
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FIRST SHEFFIELD BOOKFAIR
The famous industrial steel town of Sheffield 
is hosting its first ever anarchist bookfair this 
weekend, Saturday 22nd May. Organised by 
the local anarchist movement under the banner 
of Sheffield Anarchist Book Fair collective, 
and held in the city centre’s popular 
Corporation night club, it is set to be a week­
end of intense political activity with organisers 
promising “a great starting point into the ideas, 
activism, ethics, creativity and history of the 
contemporary anarchist movement, with 
publishers comix, zines, film, art, food and 
fun stuff” with groups such as Anarchist 
Federation, Solidarity Federation and Class 
War sharing space with the likes of Corporate 
Watch, Leeds Surrealist Group and No Borders.

As well as a huge array of literature on offer 
there are also talks and meetings on a range 

of topics covering such issues as an activist 
guide to the web, communism from below 
and corporate complicity in the occupation 
of Palestine. There will also be a Yorkshire 
anarchist co-ordination meeting to “to discuss 
better co-ordination of the anarchist groups, 
federations, networks and individuals currently 
operating in the Yorkshire area”. As always 
with anarchists there is an after-bookfair 
social where the day’s events can be recounted 
over suitable refreshment along with some 
skalicious tunes and a few revolutionary 
anthems thrown in for good measure.

The organisers have been working hard 
to ensure that the day is a great success, 
both for the groups involved and people 
attending, preserving the city’s great radical 
traditions.
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NEWS
IN BRIEF
VOLCANO: As we write flights are once 
again being disrupted by the unpronounceable 
Eyjafjallajokull - see our ‘Crisis in the clouds’ 
article for more detail. However the worry 
for the future is that Eyjafjallajokull will set 
off the much bigger Katla volcano. Previous 
eruptions of Eyjafjallajokull have triggered 
a Katla eruption within the year, so we will 
wait and see what happens.

SEA ICE: One ‘benefit’ of a really big 
volcanic eruption will be to counter global 
warming by the ash blocking sunlight. 
Meanwhile the Arctic sea ice is shrinking
fast. Of course it always shrinks at this time 
of year, reaching a minimum in September, 
but it is shrinking faster than usual.

As of the 15th May the total extent of 
sea ice was lower than the average between 
1979 and 2008 by 44 Wales’s (see our last 
issue for the definition of the international 
scientific unit of area mesurement - the 
Wales).

STORMS: Another of our environmental 
concerns is the potential increase in tropical 
storms due to global warming. To that end 
we will be closely monitoring the Atlantic 
Hurricane season that starts on 1st June.

Initial predictions based on ocean surface 
temperatures indicate that it will be more 
active than normal. You can find out more 
at the National Hurricane Centre website 
at nhc.noaa.gov/

AFGHANISTAN: Britain’s fourth Afghan 
War continues in spite of the election, 
volcanos or global warming.

Curiously, the last three started under 
Liberal Prime Ministers, while this one 
looks like it won’t end under a Lib-Con 
coalition.

Although casualties are not yet as heavy 
as previous incarnations: there were 969 
dead in one day at the Battle of Maiwand 
in 1880, for instance, or even the Third 
Afghan War of 1919 where Britain suffered 
1,251 combat deaths.

So far the war has cost 285 British dead, 
but this year is shaping up to be the most 
costly so far, and typically the fighting 
intensifies during the summer.

JOBS: Jobcentres are giving unemployed 
young women the opportunity to earn £700 
by advertising positions as nude performers 
on an adult website.

Applicants for the job, which is being 
advertised at Jobcentre Plus offices in 
Birmingham, Warwickshire and Shropshire, 
are told they must be willing to perform 
naked in front of a web camera in their
home. They are also told they should be 
willing to engage callers in conversation 
and go along with any other activities they 
feel comfortable with.

According to the advertisement, positions 
are also available for men and couples. 

The company behind the recruitment 
drive is an adult chat line company.

LENS CAP MISUNDERSTOOD ANIMALS NO 74: THE SNAKE

Millions of people a year are killed by politicians, a very dangerous species that should be made extinct 
as soon as can be. Unfortunately many innocent snakes are killed by mistake in the ongoing hunt for 
our political masters, so spot the difference. This snake is certainly two faced, crawls on its belly and is 
difficult to catch hold of, but is nowhere near as venomous as a politician.

A very expensive cop
The overtime bill for the police has reached an 
unprecedented £400 million as independent 
research reveals the true cost of keeping 
bobbies on the beat and criticises the current 
price we pay for the police. It also recommends 
a fundamental rethink in the role and 
purpose of the police.

The report by The Centre for Crime and 
Justice Studies (CCJS), the first independent 
study of police authority spending over the 
last decade, found that police expenditure 
grew in real terms from £9.83 billion in 
1998/1999 to £14.55 billion in 2008/2009. 
Much of the burden of this rise fell on local 
council taxpayers, rather than the Home 
Office. It also revealed overtime payments 
have risen by a staggering 90% as police 
are using dishonest methods to boost their 
incomes.

By far the major portion of the increased 
spending - just over three quarters - has been 
devoted to staffing expenditure, with rising 
numbers across the different staff sectors. 
Over the decade, the number of officers rose 
by more than 15,000 to 142,151 with more 
than 16,000 police community support 
officers being recruited. Despite this it “did 
not bring about the expected decline in 
overtime” the report noted.

One trick police use is to claim overtime 
of four hours at a rate of time-and-a-third 
for simply taking a call and making a decision 
after their shift has finished. Another practice 
is for officers to claim double time for 
working at short notice on their rest day. 
Unsurprisingly the highest overtime rates 
were in the Metropolitan Police where on 
average officers took home an extra £4,483 
a year.

Richard Garside, director of CCJS said: 
“Spending has gone up by nearly a half but 
the value of this huge increase is much 
harder to pin down. We now have the largest 
police service ever. Yet there seems to be no 
clear rationale behind this incremental growth, 
nor a clear measure of its success.”

Despite threats by the Tories to introduce 
massive cuts in public spending they made 
no firm commitments to curb the runaway 
policing bill in their manifesto pledges. The 
policing cost for the G20 protests where 
demonstrators were attacked and injured by 
police was estimated at £7.5 million.

The report finished on a stark warning: 
“A new political debate about police 
numbers could become a sterile diversion 
unless there is a fundamental discussion 
about what the police are for, and what that 
means for the public purse.”

nhc.noaa.gov/
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Crisis in the clouds
Update on the controversy 
caused by the volcanic ash 
clouds and the threats to the 
airline industry
As Freedom goes to press, another ash cloud 
from Eyjafjallajokull is drifting towards British 
airspace, shutting airports and provoking 
outrage from airline bosses. No matter how 
much money Sir Richard Branson is losing, or 
how loudly he complains that airport closures 
due to ash are “beyond a joke”, capital (or the 
lack thereof) can’t alter the laws of physics.

This new wave of airline groundings follow 
the emergency landings of two Ryanair jets 
bound for London on 9th May. Moments 
after both flights took off from Belfast City 
Airport an acrid odour filled the cabins, and 
the pilots opted to immediately return to the 
airport. Ryanair initially claimed the jets were 
afflicted with separate mechanical problems, 

completely unrelated to volcanic ash. However, 
only 24 hours later the airline admitted that 
siliceous ash was found glued inside the 
engines. Despite the landings, Ryanair assures 
future passengers that there is “no risk and 
no cause for concern”.

This public concern for passengers is 
undermined by allegations that the airline 
illegally left people stranded during six days 
of airport closures in April, refusing to pay for 
lodging, food, or alternative transport.

In defence of the company’s actions, Ryanair 
CEO Michael O’Leary declared that “the laws 
weren’t designed for these circumstances”.

As the entire Eyjafjallajokull debacle 
demonstrates, laws are enforced only when 
they direct cash into the pockets of the rich, 
otherwise they cause “unnecessary damage 
to the UK economy”.

Richard Branson is not alone in his 
condemnation of airport closures. Troubled 
British Airlines’ 16th May statement that 
“airlines are best placed to take the final 
decisions on whether or not it is safe to 
fly” echoes the sentiment of an industry 

desperate to preserve profit.
On 16th May, alongside cries from British 

Airlines and Easyjet for the UK Civil
Aviation Authority to lower safety standards 
regarding volcanic ash, news broke that
British Airlines expects a record annual loss 
of £600 million.

Eyjafjallajokull isn’t the only force 
grounding British Airways’ fleet. Cabin 
crew have balloted to walk out on 17th 
May in the first of four four-day strikes 
over jobs and working practices. The airline 
is petitioning the High Court to rule the 
strike illegal.

British Airlines exemplifies that air transport 
is an industry that has grown to unsustainable 
proportions in the current economic, social 
and environmental climate.

The complicity of corporate concerns and 
government regulation are apparent in the 
similar strategies deployed against worker 
unrest and impersonal atmospheric ash: 
reform the legal goalposts. Unite is adamant 
that workers will not be easily placated, and 
Eyjafjallajokull is indifferent to regulation.

Business as usual
44 page 1
books. The subtext of which lies in the 
business and financial world being reassured 
that despite the differences in ideology the 
practice of safeguarding the growth of 
capital remains the priority both parties in 
power are committed to.

Ironically the move by Cameron, as the 
new Prime Minister, to invite Nick Clegg 
and the Lib-dems into the Cabinet allows 
the Tories a get-out clause - blaming the 
liberal intrusion if the economic crisis isn’t 
resolved by their expansive cuts in spending. 
Of the 22 key cabinet posts, five have been 
given to Lib-dem MPs, including Nick Clegg 
as Deputy Prime Minister.

What is perhaps more illuminating is the 
class background of those now charged with 
running the country. No less than 15 cabinet 
ministers went to Oxbridge, with 12 of the 
22 being public school educated. There is 
also a distinct lack of women (just three) 
and no ethnic minorities involved in any of 
the top jobs.

But what has become clear over the past 
few weeks is attacks on the working class are 
to begin in earnest with both parties taking 
a hatchet to every aspect of social welfare in 
order in implement their agreed ‘austerity’ 
measures. Already Ian Duncan Smith as Work 
and Pensions minister is planning to punish 

the poor and low paid by “eradicating tenancy 
for life in social housing” and slashing the 
benefit system which would see “all benefits 
streamlined into two”. The new health 
minister has acknowledged the NHS will need 
to make more savings than has been planned 
for and Treasury officials have targeted child 
benefit payments as part of the cuts. This 
comes after the Lib-dems agreed that spending 
cuts will start this year as part of an accelerated 
deficit reduction plan.

Whatever excuses political parties put up 
as a gesture of difference it is always us who 
will suffer as a consequence. These are harsh 
times ahead.
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St Pauli: pirates of the league
FC St Pauli, the football club beloved of 
radicals everywhere, is 100 years old this 
month. As part of the celebrations a 
collection of former players and other ‘St 
Pauli All Stars’ will be playing a friendly 
match against FC United of Manchester, The 
Red Rebels, and Republican’s favourites
Celtic. A St Pauli statement said: “This game 
will be the highlight of the unique friendship 
between the sides.”

Although the centenary happily coincides 
with their elevation to the First Bundesliga, 
the club is more known for the quality of its 
supporters than the quality of its football, 
widely recognised for its unique culture. It is 
the quintessential ‘Kult’ team and has 
support that spans continents.

Located in Hamburg’s traditionally working 
class dock area and close to the night life of 
the Reeperbahn, the Millentor stadium would 
attract a few hundred or so supporters as 
befitting a lower division team. Then 
everything changed.

During the 1980s an alternative squatting 
scene emerged in the area, notable for its 
radical political nature and consequent battles 
with the police. They also adopted St Pauli 
as their club and soon the ranks of the handful 
of dockers, prostitutes and other faithful were 
swelled with anarchists, punks, bikers, anti­
fascists and other politicised groups from the 
scene. Not only did they embrace the club 
but went about changing it and, in a stroke 
of branding genius, adopted the now iconic 
Skull and Crossbones as their logo. A game 
became an event. A party.

A unique aura surrounds St Pauli... the 
games themselves have more of a party feel 
than a sporting event. As the team enters the 
field AC/DC’s Hells Bells blares through the 
PA. The famous singing stand erupts. A home 
goal is celebrated with a few ‘woo-hoos’ to 
the sound of Blur’s Song 2! Indeed many 
bands are keen to associate themselves with 
the Club, including Turbonegro, Sisters of

Mercy, Bad Religion and London’s Asian Dub 
Foundation.

The club can boast some 20 million 
‘sympathisers’ in Germany and about 200 
registered fan clubs, many of them outside 
Germany. St Pauli has close links with many 
other foreign clubs, enjoying a particularly 
close friendship with Celtic.

But it is the political aspects of the ‘Pirates 
of the League’ that impress most. In an era 
of football hooliganism used by fascists for 
recruiting and galvanising, St Pauli became 
the first German team to ban right wing 
activity and presence in its stadium. The 
Club is staunchly progressive in anti-fascism, 
anti-racism anti-homophobia and anti-sexism. 
The club president Corny Littmann, long 

active in German theatre and head of the 
Schmidt Theatre on the Reeperbahn, is openly 
gay. It has the most female supporters in 
Germany and famously banned a chauvinistic 
advert from Maxim magazine in the Millentor. 
This approach on occasion leads to violent 
confrontations against clubs with right wing 
ultra support, notably Hansa Rostock and 
Hamburg SV (who have a ‘special relationship’ 
with Glasgow Rangers.)

The fans have always been central to the 
nature of the club. Having a say in such 
things as the strip (camouflage one year), the 
official team photos (such as in front of 
Hamburg’s Main Prison) and having a direct 
relationship with the players.

But as the club celebrates the coming year 
in the top flight things are changing in St 
Pauli. The once forsaken area is undergoing 
gentrification (well captured in the film 
Empire St Pauli, see www.empire-stpauli.de) 
as capital colonises and sterilises the culture. 
The Millentor itself is currently undergoing 
a total renovation (expanded seating, new 
amenities, etc.) which is expected to be 
completed in 2013 and cost around 30 
million euros.

Will St Pauli, always struggling for cash 
(bailed out in the past by donations from the 
chairman’s theatre-world connections, charity 
friendlies with major clubs and t-shirt appeals) 
be able to retain their integrity in the face of 
encroaching capitalism? Club legend Holger 
Stanislawski, who has been a player, sports 
director, vice-president and is now their coach, 
has told German newspapers that “St Pauli 
can’t afford to be a social utopia anymore”.

So if its ‘social utopian’ urge is neutered then 
what will be left of this unique and noble 
phenomenon? Certainly not it’s football.

http://www.empire-stpauli.de
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JAIL: Kendall Gibson has spent the past 10 
years in the segregation unit at the
Greensville Correctional Center in 
Virginia. Nothing strange about that in 
America, two of the Angola Three spent
30 years in segregation. The strange thing 
about his case is that he is there because he 
refuses to have his hair cut - he’s a
Rastafarian - and having hair longer than 
his collar and a beard falls foul of Virginia 
Department of Corrections Operating 
Procedure No. 864.1.

When the rule was brought in in 1999,
40 prisoners ended up in seg rather than 
visit the barber.

A federal lawsuit in 2003 failed and 
their number dwindled to 23.

The current number is unknown, though 
it’s believed there are at least 10 Rastas, 
along with an unknown number of members 
of other religious groups such as Muslims, 
Sikhs and native Americans whose beliefs 
prohibit shaving or the cutting of hair.

About a dozen other Southern States also 
limit hair length with only a few making 
any concessions to these non-Christian 
religious groups.

MORE JAIL: The Massachusetts state 
legislature look set to vote on a bill that will 
allow county sheriffs to charge prisoners 
up to $5 a day for board and lodgings, to 
charge inmates $5 for any medical or dental 
visits and prescription glasses, and $3 for 
prescription drugs.

If the prisoners are unable to pay 
whilst they are inside, they will have 
an outstanding bill that they will have to 
pay off once they are released. However, 
if they are not reconvicted within two 
years, then the bill will be waived 
permanently.

Bizarrely, this might result in it paying 
to be caught and convicted in counties 
where the charges have not yet been 
introduced. Though this may well be a 
temporary advantage as even the average 
dumb hick US lawman will eventually 
cotton on and bring the charges in to cut 
his local burgeoning crime wave.

AND EVEN MORE: If you are going to try 
and spring someone from jail then it’s 
probably not a good idea to dress up in a 
Snoopy costume to do it - doesn’t make 
you look any more threatening than you 
already are or make it any easier to break 
down a door (though it might just pad 
your shoulder a bit).

At least that’s the experience of one man 
who tried to break into HMP Albany the 
other day armed with a water pistol.

Having failed to get inside what turned 
out to be the wrong part of the Isle of 
Wight prison cluster, he and his accomplice 
(who was sans fancy dress for some 
reason) preceded to take their frustration 
out on vehicles in the screw’s car park. 
Both were detained under the Mental 
Health Act.

COMMENT AND OPINION

Letter to the anarchists
What does it mean to be an anarchist? This, 
I believe, is one of the most important true 
political questions of the 21st century for 
the trends of our civilisation - both cultural 
and material - show me that the 21st 
century will be the century of anarchism. I 
know what you are thinking when I say 
that. ‘How can that possibly be so?’ and I 
know that you probably base this fact off of 
your gut or implicit ‘cultural feeling’ you 
receive from your everyday life. But where I 
live, there’s something happening. It’s hard 
to see it at first, for my city is cloaked in a 
heavy cloak of bourgeois style lofts and 
condos but you can feel it in the air and in 
the streets and in the shops. You can hear 
people saying ‘We’ve gone too far’.

You can see slogans of cultural freedom 
and awakening such as ‘This ship is sinking’ 
or ‘Kill Wall Street before Wall Street kills 
you’ or ‘Smash the state’ painted and 
inscribed on walls and homemade t-shirts. 
And in book stores, anarchist books are 
being pawed off the shelves like hot pockets 
as ever growing populations of disenfranchised 
and outsourced workers attempt to grasp an 
alternative to the madness of consumer 
culture. All this, I can see and feel and hear.

Yet, I keep finding myself asking the same 
question over and over again: ‘What does it 
mean to be an anarchist?’

It is for certain that to be an anarchist, 
you must have a great love not for your 
country or nation but rather for all of 
humanity. As an anarchist, you believe that 
a single human life transcends the worth of 
any nation, company or group unless that 
person willingly accepts to give his or her 
life for it. I believe, that to be an anarchist, 
you must be ready to look and think beyond 
the political and religious doctrines that 
divide us and be capable of basing your 
beliefs on the fact that a human civilisation 

based on truly democratic and peaceful 
principles is attainable. As an anarchist, you 
believe in the abolishment of capitalism as it 
impedes everything from human rights to 
the meaningfulness found in cultural values. 
You also believe in the abolishment of the 
state as it handicaps the very freedoms it is 
said to protect. All this, I know.

Yet I still find myself asking the very 
question I have sought to answer at the 
beginning of this letter: ‘What does it mean 
to be an anarchist?’

Perhaps, I have been asking the wrong 
question or rather, I have been asking said 
question not precisely enough. Let me 
rephrase: ‘What does it mean to be an 
anarchist now, in this time period?’

It is said that we are not the cure for this 
society but rather the disease. In that sense, 
we must see ourselves as, above all else, the 
destroyers of the cultures that have allowed 
this sham of a fair civilisation to exist. 
Everything, my friends, starts with culture 
for anarchism cannot face head on the 
material world for it is dominated by the 
culture of the consumer. What does it mean 
to be an anarchist now? It means to be a 
cultural warrior, it means that you have 
chosen to face the culture of greed and 
insolence and stupidity and madness head 
on. It means that you are ready to act out in 
defiance of said culture; it means that you 
ready to create your own culture imbued 
with the values of anarchism and everything 
it stands for.

That’s it! I think I got it. What does it 
mean to be an anarchist now? It means to 
be free in the mind. And freedom of the 
mind is the first step towards total freedom, 
both material and cultural. Freedom of the 
mind is the first step towards anarchy.

Francois Lebrun
Ontario

Notice on a tree in Ottawa, Ontario.
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CANADA: More than 150 people at the 
Clarabelle Mill in Sudbury have been digging 
in their heels and vowing to continue their 
back-to-work protest. The protesters - 
strikers, family members and community 
supporters - vowed to continue their peaceful 
actions until they got a contract from Vale 
Inco. About 3,000 Steelworkers in Sudbury 
and Port Colborne have been on strike against 
Vale Inco since 13th July over pensions, 
the nickel bonus, seniority transfer rights 
and contracting out.

EGYPT: Protests have been held after the 
government extended its hated State of 
Emergency decree, which has been used as 
a tool for repression across the country by 
President Mubarak. The measure has 
outraged international opposition and human 
rights groups as it was hoped the laws, which 
have been used to detain peaceful protesters 
without charge for long periods, would be 
repealed. They were originally launched as 
a ‘counter-terror’ measure.

ISRAEL: Famed libertarian thinker Noam 
Chomsky has been barred from entering 
the state of Israel. Noam, who was on a 
speaking tour to the region, was due to speak 
at Bir Zeit University in the West Bank. The 
MIT professor said the interrogators had 
told him he had written things that the 
Israeli government did not like.

KENYA: A threatened strike by flower workers 
is in danger of wilting after it was declared 
illegal by an industrial court. Principal Judge 
Charles Chemmutut ordered Agricultural 
Employers’ Association (AEA) and Kenya 
Plantation and Agricultural Workers Union 
(Kpawu) to start negotiations on Collective 
Bargaining Agreements of employees in the 
industry. Employees have accused Agricultural 
Employers Association of disregarding 
workers’ welfare in the flower industry.

SOUTH AFRICA: 50,000 transport workers 
in South Africa have been on strike since 
10th May. Major South African exports, 
including fruit, metals and wine, have sat 
idle in warehouses following the walkouts of 
railway and port workers.

The walkout was announced following the 
failure of pay negotiations with management 
at freight and logistics giant Transnet, with 
an official demand of a 15% pay rise in 
opposition to management’s offer of 11%. 
The citrus fruit trade, second only to that 
of Spain, has come to a total standstill.

YEMEN: The Yemeni General Labour Union 
has called all its members and supporters 
to begin a general strike starting Saturday 
15th May. Following a sharp rise in prices 
and cost of living that has been afflicting 
Yemeni citizens in the last two years GLU is 
demanding a rise in wages and salaries and 
establishment of a minimum wage of at least
300 dollars, as well as the recognition of 
employees’ rights for cleaning sector workers.

LENS CAP ARGENTINA

Marchers in San Miguel de Tucuman, Argentina. More than 3,000 indigenous people demonstrated on 

14th March against their exclusion from decision-making about the future of their communities and 

racially-divisive policies from the government.

Quiet after the burning
Police arrests and two more bombings have 
marked an otherwise quiet period for Greece 
following the deaths of three bank workers 
in Athens rioting earlier this month.

A courthouse and a prison were targeted 
by bombs on 13th May which lightly 
injured two people after warnings were 
phoned in to police to clear the area.

Earlier in the week police effectively 
occupied the Exarcheia area of Athens, a 
heavily squatted ‘autonomus zone’, arresting 
dozens of anarchists and handing out 
punishment beatings.

However beyond these incidents spasms 
of street fighting which had wracked the 
capital city in particular have given way to a 
period of relative calm and the anarchist 
movement deals with the police crackdowns

and in some cases, reflect on tactics.
The movement has been severely affected 

by the burning of a bank in Athens in which 
three people died, trapped in the building 
after being locked inside by management 
during protests and confrontations with 
police on 5th May.

While it is not known who set fire to the 
building, with agents provocateurs being 
blamed in parliament and rioters also having 
the finger pointed at them, the incident has 
highlighted the risk of injury and death to 
civillians during fighting between anarchist 
and police forces.

The situation has become significantly 
more explosive in recent years, as Greece 
bears the brunt of market panic over its 
ability to pay off its national debt.

Notes from the US
Hundreds of people have taken part in
Washington DC in a rally for weapons. 
Speakers urged those attending to back 
lawmakers who oppose gun control.

Right wing Chicago radio host Erich
Muller summed up the feeling: “My message 
to the federal government is obey the laws. 
We have a right to have guns. I live in the 
city of Chicago. It is a bloodbath, and I 
don’t have a right to protect my family.

“The average response time, 911 call, is
15 minutes... I don’t have that kind of time. 
I need a gun to protect myself. It’s my right 
as an American.” 

A second such rally was held nearby in 
Virginia; attendants openly carried guns on 
their hips and over their shoulders - the 
first armed rally in a national park since 
Obama authorised weapons in national 
parks in 2009.

These events took place within hours 
of a shooting murder-suicide in Tennessee. 
An armed man shot three women in the 
waiting room of a hospital: he killed one 
and wounded the others, then turned the 
gun on himself.

Federal prosecutors also filed weapons
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